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PREFACE

This bibliography has been developed in an-
swer to a persistent demand on the part of instruc-
tors and students for legendary material pertain-
ing to the state of Colorado.

The majority of the myths and legends includ-
ed are those of the early Aztecs, the Utes, Arapa-
hoes, Cheyennes, Pawnees, Kiowas and Kiowa
Apaches, Navajos, Pueblos, Comanches and Sho-
shones. In many cases these tribes have lived not
only in Colorado but in neighboring states, and
their legends have become a part of the literature
and history of those states also. This is especially
true of the Pawnees, who roamed over much of
Kansas and Nebraska; the Pueblos, whose homes
dotted southern Colorado and northern New Mex-
ico; the Navajos and Apaches, who still occupy
lands in Arizona; and the Utes, many of whom
have since found homes in Utah.

The sources of this legendary material have
been widely scattered, and in many instances the
legends are fragmentary, or have been told only
in the crudest way, but it is hoped that these ref-
erences may assist the student to find much that
will be of value in the study of the early literature
and history of Colorado and her neighbors.
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MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF COLORADO

BIBLIOGRAPHY
BOOKS

1. Bancrort, HuBert HOWE

The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft. Vol. 3.
The Native Races—Their Myths and Languages.
San Francisco—A. L. Bancroft & Co. 1883.

Cave-origin of the Navajos. pp. 81-83.

Separation of the Commanches and Shoshones. pp. 93-94.
How Coyote Stole Fire for the Navajos. p. 117.

2. BIGNEY, O. T.

Colorado Tales and Legends (verse).
Pueblo, Colo.—O. T. Bigney 1875.
A Legend of the Rocky Mountains—Love and the Precious
Metals. p. 64.
A Lover’s Leap—A Legend of the Cucharas Valley and
Sangre de Cristo Range. p. 84.
An Indian Legend of Middle Park. p. 115.

3. Boyer, WARReN E.

Vanishing Trails of Romance.
Denver, Colo.—Great Western Publishing Co. 1923.

An Aztec Princess of Pike’s Peak.

Smoke of Undying Embers—A Myth of the Fire Clan in
Mesa Verde.

Arapaho Spirit Glacier.

A Myth of the Mount of the Holy Cross.

The Triumph of Trail Ridge—A Myth Concerning the Utes
and Arapahoes in Rocky Mountain National Park.

Lupton’s Love Fort—A Myth of Fort Lupton.

The Gift of the Rainbow—A Myth Concerning the Loss of
Chief Ouray’s Child.

Shavano’s Snow Angel—Relating to Shavano Peak Near
Salida.

Colorow’s Leap—A Lookout Mountain Myth.

4. CurTis, NATALIE

The Indians’ Book.
New York—Harper and Brothers.

An Old Tale, which tells how the Cheyennes first had meat
and corn. pp. 158-9.

The Morning Star and the Evening Star—Pawnee. pp. 99-104.

The Antelope Ceremony—Kiowa. pp. 226-28.
(Very similar to the Pawnee myth of the Buffalo Caller.)

Story of the Two Brothers—Navajo. pp. 359-60.
(Accounting for the setting of the sun in the west.)
The Sun-God’s Horses—Navajo. pp. 360-61.
Numerous other short myths of the Cheyennes, Pawnees,
Kiowas, and Navajos, explaining the songs contained in
the book.
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5. DorseEy, GEORGE A.

The Arapaho Sun Dance.

Chicago—Field Columbian Museum, Publication No. 75, Anthropo-
logical Series, Vol 4.

Includes all the ceremonies connected with the Sun Dance of the
Arapahoes.

The Arapaho Origin Myth. pp. 19Y1-212.
The Little Star Myth. pp. 212-228.

6. DoRsEY, GEORGE A.

The Pawnee Mythology (Part 1).

Washington—Carnegie Institution, Publication No. 59. 1906.

(Includes 148 myths and legends among which the following are
representative.)

The Girl Who Married a Star. p. 56.
The Boy Who Called the Buffalo. (three versions.)
The Man Who Married a Buffalo. (two versions.)

7. DoRSEY, GEORGE A. AND KROEBER, ALFRED L.

Traditions of the Arapaho.
Chicago—Field Columbian Museum. 1903.

Contains 146 tales of the Arapahoes including practically
all of the best known ones.

8. FLETCHER, ALICE

The Hako; A Pawnee Ceremony.
Washington—Smithsonian Institution.

22nd Annual Report, Bureau of American Ethnology,
1900-1901. Part 2; pp 13-368.
(Includes Corn-Mother Mythology.)

9 .Fynw, A. J.

The American Indian as a Product of Environment.
Boston—Little, Brown and Co. 1907.

The Thunder Bird. p. 186.

10. GRINNELL, GEORGE B.

The Cheyenne Indians. (2 Vol.)
New Haven—Yale University Press. 1923.
Three myths concerning the origin of the system used in
selecting chiefs. Vol. 1: 344-348.
The First Fish Catching. Vol. 1: 308-309.
The Beaver that Became a Man. Vol. 1: 296-297.
The Cheyenne Creation Myth. Vol. 2: 337.
The Origin of Summer and Winter. Vol. 2: 338.
How Sweet Medicine and his friend brought corn and meat
to the Cheyennes. Vol. 2: 339-345.
The Story of Sweet Medicine. Vol. 2: 345-381.
The Man Who Becomes a Mihn (Water-Monster) Vol. 2: 97-98
(Resembles the Pawnee Myth of the Snake Brother in
Pawnee Hero Stories and Folk Tales. p. 171.)
Myths of the Seasons. Vol. 2: 94-96.
Myths of Heammawiho, the Wise One Above. Vol. 2: 88-91.
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11. GRINNELL, GEORGE B.

The Fighting Cheyennes.
New York—Chas. Scribner’s Sons. 1915.

How Six Feathers was Named. pp. 18-21.

12. GRINNELL, GEORGE B.

Indians of To-day.
New York—Duffield & Co. 1900.

Pawnee Legends included:
The Ghost Wife. p. 46.
The Bear Man. p. 50.
The Young Dog’s Dance. p. 59.
The Buffalo Wife. p. 73.
The Sick Man Who Went to War. p. 30.

Cheyenne Legend—Why We Have Winter. . 43.

13. GRINNELL, GRORGE B.

Pawnee Hero Stories and Folk Tales.
New York—Chas. Scribner’s Sons. 1893.

Includes:
The Ghost Wife. p. 129.
The Bear Man. p. 121.
Lone Chief Goes to War. p. 51.

14. GRINNELL, GEORGE B.

The Punishment of Stingy and Other Indian Stories.
New York—Harper & Bros. 1901. (Fifth Volume of Harper’s Por-
trait Collection of Short Stories.)
Includes the following Pawnee stories:
The First Corn.
The Star Boy.
The Grizzly Bear’s Medicine.
The Girl Who was the Ring.

15. GRINNELL, GEORGE B.

Story of the Indian.
New York—D. Appleton & Co. 1895.
The Pawnee Creation Myth. pp. 184-186.
The Pawnee Religion. pp. 202-213.
The Woman Who Avenged Her Husband’s Death. pp. 103-107.

16. HirLs, CLARENCE ELIJAH.

Pike’s Peak Region in Song and Myth.
Colorado Springs, Colorado—Colorado College. 1913.

The Ute Idea of Creation. (Reprint from “Out West,” Nov.
1873.) p. 203.

The Sweet and Bitter Springs. (Reprint from Ruxton’s Ad-
ventures in Mexico and the Rocky Mountains.) pp. 203-9.

Myths of Pike’s Peak Region in verse by H. C. Hills.
Includes Creation of Pike’s Peak, Cheyenne Mountain,
the Canoe, Garden of the Gods, Palmer and Monument
Parks, Cameron’s Cone, and the Boiling Springs of
Manitou.
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17. HorrisTer, U. S.

The Navaho and His Blanket.
Denver—U. S. Hollister. 1903.

Discussion of origin and animal myths of the Navaho.
pp. 129-143.

Why the Navajoes will not eat fish. p. 54.
Origin legends. p. 42.

18. HowBERrT, IRVING

The Indians of Pike’s Peak Region.
New York—Knickerbocker Press. 1914.

Legend of the Sulphur and Soda Springs at Manitou which
accounts for the separation of the Shoshones and Com-
anches. pp. 38-42.

Mythology of the Kiowas accounting for small tribe. p. 11.

19. InNmAN, HENRY

The Old Santa Fe Trail.
Topeka—Crane & Co. 1899.

The Legend of the Sweet and Bitter Springs at Manitou.
pp. 254-257.

20. JAMES, GEORGE WHARTON.

Indian Basketry.
New York—Henry Malkan Co. 1909.

Chapter 3. Basketry in Indian Legend. pp. 22-39.
Includes some legends of the Navajos and Pueblos.

21. JAMES, GEORGE WHARTON

Indian Blankets and their Makers.
Chicago—A. C. McClurg & Co. 1914.

The Origin of the Navajos, including the story of Yeitso and
the Sun God’s children. pp. 191-195.

22. JupsoN, KATHERINE BERRY

Myths and Legends of the Great Plains.
Chicago—A. C. McClurg & Co. 1913.
The Spirit Land—Arapahoe. pp. 129-130.
Pawnee Beliefs. pp. 92-94.
The Thunder Bird—Comanche. p. 47.

23. Lumwmrs, CHARLES F.

The Man Who Married the Moon and Other Pueblo Indian Folk-
Stories.

New York—Century Co. 1894.

24. MOONEY, JAMES

Calendar History of the Kiowa Indians.
17th Annual Report American Bureau of Ethnology, Part 1, 1895-6.

The Girl Who Followed the Porcupine. pp. 238-39.
Kiowa Genesis Myth. p. 152.
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25. MooNEY, JAMES

The Ghost Dance Religion.
14th Annual Report American Bureau of Ethnology, Part 2, 1892-93

Arapaho—pp. 953-1024.

Cheyenne—pp. 1025-1042.
Comanche—pp. 1043-1047.

Kiowa and Kiowa Apache—pp. 178-1092.

26. PowegLr, J. W.

A Sketch of the Mythology of the North American Indians.
1st Annual Report of American Bureau of Ethnology. ‘1879-1880.

Ute legend accounting for the establishment of day and night.
seasons, and length of years. pp. 24-5 and pp. 52-56.

Ute legend concerning origin of the Echo. pp. 45-47.

The Wolf Brothers discuss matters of importance to the Utes
(How food shall be procured, and the return of the dead.)
pp. 44-45.

The Legend of Two from One. (So Kus Wai-um-ats.) pp. 47-51.

27. RuUXTON, GEORGE F.

Adventures in New Mexico and the Rocky Mountains.
New York—Harper & Brothers. 1848.

Chapter 28. The Legend of the Boiling Spring.

28. SaABIN, EpwIinN L.

Boys’ Book of Indian Warriors.
Philadelphia—George W. Jacobs & Co. 1918.

The Strong Medicine of Konate—the story of the Kiowa
magic staff. pp. 254-263.

29. SCHLESINGER, SARA R.

Legends of Manitou. (Verse.)
Colorado Springs—S. R. Schlesinger. 1910.

Riders of the Plain—A Tale of Pike’s Peak Region. pp. 5-11.
The Bitter and Sweet Waters of Manitou. pp. 11-16.

30. ScHooLcrRAFT, HENRY, ROWE

Archives of Aboriginal Knowledge. Vols. 1-6.
New York—Mason Brothers. 1856.

31. SmiLey, JErRoME C.

Semi-Centennial History of the State of Colorado.
Chicago—Lewis Publishing Co. 1913.

Quivera Myths. Vol. 1: 6-10.

32. SwmIitH, L. EpwIN

Manitou, the Gitchie Spirit of the Red Man.
Colorado Springs—Out West Printing Co. 1919.
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33.

34.

36.

37.

SmitH, Louise M.

Myths and Legends of Colorado.
Denver—L. M. Smith. 1906.

Myths of Pike’s Peak Region beautifully told in prose.

THAYER, EMMA H.

A Legend of Glenwood Springs.
Chicago—Colvin Publishing Co. 1900.

(A legend that throws a much more favorable light on the
character of the Ute chief, Colorow, than that shed by
history.)

‘Wasson, H. L.

Legend of the Grand Caverns at Manitou.
Denver—Poets and Authors’ Club. 1899.

‘Wasson, H. L.

Letters from Colorado.
Boston— Cupples & Hurd. 1887.

Legend of Wagon Wheel Gap. (Verse.) p. 35.
Legend of Bellow Creek. (Verse.) p. 41.

Legend of The Devil’s Gate. (Verse.) p. 57.
Legend of Sunnyside. (Verse.) p. 63.

Legend of Antelope Springs Gap. (Verse.) p. 86.
Legend of Antelope Park. (Verse.) p. 107.
Legend of Lost Trail. (Verse.) p. 139.

WHITNEY, ERNEST

Legends of the Pike’s Peak Region.
Denver—Chain & Hardy Co. 1892.

A Complete account of the Sacred Myths of the Manitou.
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1873.

1889.
1890.

, 1891

1892.

1893.

1894.

1895.

1896.

1897.

1898.
1898.

1898.

MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF COLORADO—BIBLIOGRAPHY.
REFERENCES IN PERIODICALS.

Byers, Wirniam N. “Legends of Colorado” and “Indian Legends.”
Out West 1873. pp. 3 and 103.

MaTTHEWS, WASHINGTON. Noquoilpi, the Gambler. (A Navajo myth)
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1889. Vol. 2:89-94.

MarTHEWS, WASHINGTON. The Gentile System of the Navajo Indians.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1890. Vol. 3:89-110.

FrLETCHER, ALICE C. The Indian Messiah.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1891. Vol. 4:57-60.

Account of the Northern Cheyennes Concerning the Messial
Superstition.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1891. Vol. 4:61-69.

Grinnell, George B. The Young Dog’s Dance.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1891. Vol. 4:307-313.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. The Development of a Pawnee Myth, includ-
ing “The Man who Called the Buffalo.”
Jour. of American Folk-Lore. 1892. Vol. 5:127-134.

GRrINNELL, GEORGE B. Pawnee Mythology.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1893. Vol. 6:113-130.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. The Star Boy—A Pawnee myth.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1894. Vol. 7:197-200.

MATTHEWS, WASHINGTON. Songs of Sequence of the Navajos.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1894. Vol. 7:185-194.

Hopoce, FrEpRICK WEBB. The Early Navajo and Apache.
American Anthropologist 1895. Vol. 8:223-240.

Includes creation and migration legends of the Navajo.
A Pueblo Rabbit Hunt and Legend Concerning It.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1895. Vol. 8:324-327.

MATTHEWS, WAsHINGTON. A Vigil of the Gods—A Navajo Ceremony.
American Anthropologist 1896. Vol. 9:50-57.

REED, VERNER Z. The Ute Bear Dance.
American Anthropologist 1896. Vol. 9:237-244.

NeEwerrL, W. W. Navajo Legends—The Story of the Emergence.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1896. Vol. 9:211-218.

Boas, Franz. Northern Elements in the Mythology of the Navajo.
American Anthropologist 1897. Vol. 10:371-376.

MATTHEWS, WAsHINGTON. Navajo Legends.
Memoirs American Folk-Lore Society 1897. Vol. 5.

MoonNEY, JAMES. the Jacarilla Genesis.
American Anthropologist 1898. Vol. 11:179-209.

BickNELL, P. C. Why the Apache Eats No Fish.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1898. Vol. 11:107-108.

RusserL, FRANK. Myths of the Jacarilla Apaches.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1898. Vol. 11:253-271.
Sixteen myths including:

Origin of Apaches.

Death of the Great Elk Tsas.

Origin of the animals.

Origin of fire.

Fox myths.

Origin of corn.
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1900.

1901.

1901.

1902.

1903.

1903.

1905.

1907.

1908.

KROEBER, A. L. Cheyenne Tales.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1900. Vol. 13:161-190.
Thirty-three brief myths, most of them about animals.

FrLETcHER, ALICE C. Giving Thanks: A Pawnee Ceremony.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1900. Vol. 13:261-266.

Rocers, Frank K. The Rain—Dance of the Arapahoes and
Cheyennes.
Southern Workman 1900. Vol. 29:721-723.

WricHT, J. W. The Birth of Colorado.
Mountain Sunshine 1900. Vol. 1 No. 3—pp. 2-5.
Being a supposed Indian legend accounting for the creation *
of gold and the red rocks of Colorado.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. The Girl Who Was the Ring: A Pawnee Tale.
Harper’s Magazine 1901. Vol. 102:425-430.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. Medicine Grizzly Bear: A Pawnee folk-tale.
Harper’s Magazine 1901. Vol. 102:736-744.

MaTTHEWS, WASHINGTON. The Navajo Night Chant.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1901. Vol. 14:12-19.

MaTTHEWS, WASHINGTON. The Treatment of Ailing Gods.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1901. Vol. 14:20-23.

KRroEBER, A. L. Ute Tales.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1901. Vol. 14:252-285.
Twelve Stories including:
The Theft of Fire.
The Rolling Stone.
(Animal stories comprise 77% of this collection.)

KROEBER, A. L. The Arapaho.
Bulletin of American Museum of Natural History 1902. Vol. 18-Pt.
1:1-150.

MEEJER, Louis L. The White Man: A myth of the Sioux and
Arapahoes.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1902. Vol. 15:84-87.

PraDpT, GEORGE H. Shakok and Miochin: the Origin of Summer and
Winter.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1902. Vol. 15:88-90.

MATTHEWS, WASHINGTON. The Night Chant: A Ceremony of the
Navajo.
Memoirs American Museum of Natural History 1902 Vol. 6.

DorsEY, GEORGE A. How the Pawnee Captured the Cheyenne Medi-
cine Arrow (two versions).
American Anthropologist 1903. n. s. Vol. 5:644-658.

FrLETCHER, ALICE C. Pawpee Star Lore.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1903. Vol. 16:10-15

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. A Cheyenne Obstacle Myth: Why Bears Eat
Human Flesh.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 903. Vol. 16:108-117.

CHAMBERLAIN, A. F. Mythology of Indians North of Mexico.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1905. Vol. 18:111.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. Some Early Cheyenne Tales.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1907. Vol. 20:169-194.

PepPER, GEORGE H. Ah-jih-lee-hah-neh, A Navajo Legend (the
Butterfly-Man and Two Maidens).
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1908. Vol. 21:178-183.
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1909.

1909.

1910.

1912.

1912.

1916.

GRINNELL, GEOrRGE B. Some Early Cheyenne Tales.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1908. Vol. 21:269 320.
(Continued from Vol. 20.)
Myths of Sweet Medicine.
Yellowtop-to-head Woman.
The Origin of Buffalo and Corn (five versions).

St. Crair, H. H. and Lowig, Robert H. Shoshone and Comanche
Tales.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1909. Vol. 22:265-282.
Eighteen tales including:
The Star Husband (Shoshone).
The Eye-Juggler (Comanche).
The Hoodwinked Dancers (Comanche).
The Deserted Children (Comanche).

SPENCER J. Shawnee Folk-Lore

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1909. Vol. 22:319-326
Fifteen short myths including:
How the Wildcat Got Its Spots.
‘Why the Deer Has a Short Tail.
The Green Corn Festival.
The Legend of the Snake Clan.

KROEBER, HENRIETTE RoTHscHILD. A Navajo Fairy Tale: The Trick-
ster Tricked.
Overland Monthly 1909. n. s. Vol. 54:456-458.

MasoN, J. ALpEN. Myths of the Uintah Utes.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1910. Vol. 23:299-363.
Thirty myths including:

Coyote Hunts with Bow and Arrow.

Coyote and Mr. Duck.

Coyote Juggles his Eye and Becomes Blind.

Nowinte’s Adventures with the Bird-Girls and Their
People.

Coyote and His Son.

The Indians of Long Ago (Coyote Caught Fire and
Gave It to the Indians).

Origin of the Bear Dance.

(Coyote Is the Principal Character in 509 of the
Stories in this Collection.)

Husik, CeELLA K. The Origin of Pike’s Peak.
The Crucible 1912. Vol. 21:90.

VorH, H. R. Arapahoe Tales.
Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1912. Vol. 25:43-50.
The Woman and the Buffalo.
Origin of the Pleiades.
Origin of the Buffalo.
Origin of the Medicine Arrows (very much like Chey-
enne myths about Sweet-Medicine).
The Cannibal and the Fox.
The Mother’s Head (like Cheyenne obstacle myth on
similar subject).
Why the Bear Has a Short Tail.
(All short myths important chiefly because of their
relation to Cheyenne myths.)

CAMPBELL, STANLEY. Two Cheyenne Tales.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1916. Vol. 29:406-408.
How the White Man Got His Beard.
‘Why the White Man Has Short Hair.
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1920.

1921.

1922.

1923.

RicmArps, MRrs. CLARICE E. (JArvis) Indian Legends of Colorado.

American Library Association Bulletin 1920. Vol. 14:203-210.
Includes

The sacred myths of the Manitou which account for
the Deluge; the creation of Pike’s Peak and Cheyenne
Mountain with the steps leading up to it (Mts. Rosa,
Grover, Culver); the origin of the  Red Man; the gift
of Manitou Springs to destroy the pestilence which fol-
lowed the Deluge, and various other bits of mythology
connected with Pike’s Peak region.

The Ute myth accounting for the creation of Pike’s
Peak and the origin of the Red Man.

A myth which tells why one of the springs at Mani-
tou is bitter and the other is sweet, and accounts for
the separation of the Comache and the Shoshone
(from Ruxton).

RercuArD, GLADYS A. Literary Types and Dissemination of Myths.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1921. Vol. 34:269-307.

Article discusses at length the different versions of
the Star Boy, Falling Star, etc.—the myths in which
mortal women are taken up into the sky to become
the wives of stars, a form of myth common among
the Cheyennes, Arapahoes and Pawnees.

GRINNELL, GEORGE B. Falling Star—A Cheyenne myth.

Jour. of American Folk-Lore 1921. Vol. 34:308-315.
(Bspecially good, involving a number of shorter myths.)

Navajo Folk-Tale of Pueblo Bonito.
Art and Archaology 1922. Vol. 14:132-136.

GARDNER, Ralph T. Indian Legends of Colorado.

Rocky Mountain News Magazine section 1923.
Sunday, August 5, 1923, The Death Siege (myth of
Wagon Wheel Gap).
Sunday, August 12, 1923, The Buffalo Caller.
Sunday, August 1, 1923, The Hunger Peril.









