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T o look up and not down,

To look forward and not back,

T o look out and not in, and

T o lend a hand. E d w a k d  E v e r e t t  H a l e



A Campfire Group on a Hike



The Community Cooperation Plan 
of Colorado State Teachers College

SOCIETY needs leaders. This has been recognized fo r m any centuries. 
“ W ho’s who in A m erica”  indicates th a t  the m ajo rity  of leade rsin  
A m erican life are  college bred men and women. A mong these we find 

a fa ir  proportion of m em bers of the  teach ing  profession. Colorado S ta te  
T eachers College believes th a t  even a la rg e r proportion of leaders would be 
found am ong professional teachers and o thers if  in s titu tions of h igher le a rn 
ing gave specific a tten tion  to tra in ing  for service to  society.

No doubt m any educational in stitu tions already give courses th a t  enable 
those tra ined  in them  to be leaders in th e ir special fields of study and r e 
search; e .g ., the  specialist in business adm in istra tion , in medicine or in a rt. 
The teacher, altho a specialist to as g re a t a degree and in the  sam e sense as 
a physician or o ther individual w ith  in tensified  tra in ing , is very  frequen tly  
d iscountenanced as a leader in the  business and civic life of th e  com m unity. 
Those engaged in teach ing  are  considered m ore clannish than  w orkers in o th 
e r occupations and are  said to  be less p rac tica l and less in te rested  in citizen
ship duties than  those in o ther w alks of life. I t  is no doubt true  th a t  the teacher 
is on the  average  as in te lligen t in the perfo rm ance of his duty  to  society as 
is the average  person engaged in any o ther vocation.

In order, how ever, to encourge those who go into the profession of teach 
ing to tak e  g re a te r  in te re s t in th e  life of the com m unity and to give them  
experience in dealing in a leadership w ay w ith  groups of children or adults 
in various situations in life, Colorado S ta te  T eachers College has inaugu ra ted  
a plan whereby stu d en ts  are  allowed to  do leadership w ork fo r organizations 
in the  com m unity fo r regu la r college credit.

In  M arch 1915 Dean Thomas C. M cCracken subm itted  to  the Council of 
Deans a plan in which provision w as made for allow ing studen ts  to  go out to 
organizations to ass ist them  in th e ir undertak ings. I t  w as proposed to allow 
s tuden ts  cred it fo r ac ting  as leaders, teach ers ,o r d irectors of such groups as 
Boy Scouts, Girls Camp Fire, Boys’ Clubs, G irls’ Clubs, Sunday School C lass
es, Jun io r Christian Endeavor Societies, Jun io r E pw orth  Leagues, Sodalities, 
C hildren’s Choirs or O rchestras, and sim ilar organizations. Two cred it hours 
a te rm  w ere to be given fo r th is w ork provided i t  required  p repara tion  and a t 
le a s t one m eeting  a w eek. No cred it w as to be g ran ted  fo r less than  tw o 
consecutive term s. This w ork, when approved by the Dean of th e  T rain ing 
School was to be su b stitu ted  fo r a p a r t of the  required  prac tice  teaching.
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The above plan was adopted by the Council of Deans and later very h ea rt
ily approved by President Snyder. Dean McCracken was appointed Director 
of Community Cooperation and for the year 1915-16 Miss Helen Ringle was 
made Fellow in Education with her main work th a t of helping to supervise 
the work carried on under the Community Cooperation Plan.

The College was willing to inaugurate the Plan because of its promise of 
usefulness both to the community and to the prospective teacher. The 
Plan should benefit the community by bringing to organizations the 
assistance of well trained College students who are willing to work along 
lines in which the organization is interested. The Plan should be of vital aid 
to the student who is preparing to be a teacher. I t will give him an oppor
tunity to study children a t close ranee outside of the school room. He will 
have a richer understanding of school problems and be better able to take a

Public School Group in Story Telling

place of leadership in his community. All this will make a greater success 
possible for him and will extend his influence for good wherever he enters 
upon the work of teaching.

The College believes th a t the Plan is well worth while and hopes for 
its extension until all students may have had such training before going in
to actual work in the teaching profession.
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STUDENT INTEREST and ACTIVITIES

TH E  plan seem ed to  m eet a fe lt need of the studen ts of the college, for 
when it  was outlined to them  many a t  once expressed the ir desire 

fo r tra in ing  in a com m unity w ork. V arious organizations in the 
com m unity also expressed th e ir desire fo r help. D uring the  year 1915-16 
seven ty  one studen ts w orked under the Comm unity Cooperation Plan. 
They w ere engaged as follows:

43 Sunday school teachers 
1 Sunday school superin tenden t
1 leader of a boys club
8 story  te lle rs in the Greeley Public Schools
2 d irectors of a gym nasium  class for the Business W om en’s League 
2 Jun io r C hristian Endeavor L eaders
4 Camp F ire  guardians 
2 B. Y. P U. Leaders 
1 engaged in general Parish  service
1 d irec to r of a children’s choir
2 d irectors of ch ild ren’s gym nasium  classes 
2 Jun io r E pw orth  League leaders
1 d irecto r of a brass band
1 A ssis tan t D irector o f a Sunday school Home D epartm en t

A Sunday School Class
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G R O W T H  O F  T H E  PLAN

THE success of the Plan is also shown by its growth both in scope and 
number of workers during this f irs t half of the present school year, 
1916-17. I t  is again under the direction of Dean McCracken with 

Miss Celia M. Lawler as his assistant. The Plan is the same as tha t of 
H st year with the exception tha t all who teach Sunday school classes are 
required to have had a t least one year under the Greeley Plan of Bible study 
or its equivalent and th a t all are required to take Education 44, a one hour 
course designed to give methods of handling groups of children, instruction 
in the pedagogy of Sunday School teaching, and the principles of community 
service. Ninty-nine students are now (March 1917) engaged in Commun
ity Cooperation work. The activities and number of those engaged are 
as follows:

68 Sunday school teachers
1 choir leader
8 Story tellers in the Public schools
1 teacher of a Mothers Bible class
1 teacher of a class in Spanish for the Business Women's League
1 director of a Sunday School Orchestra
1 teacher of a High School Bible Class
1 Boy Scout M aster
2 teachers of Sunday School construction work
4 Camp Fire Guardians
1 teacher of a class in German for the Business Women’s League
3 teachers of classes in Folk Dancing in the Public Schools
1 secretary of Sunday School
2 teachers of classes in Commercial German and Spanish given for busi

ness and professional men
1 story teller for sick children
2 story tellers for church work
1 teacher who visits children’s homes and makes suggestions to tho 

cooperation group for fu rther extension of the work.

Various Departments of the College Interested
There has been a definite drawing upon various departm ents in the Col

lege for skilled workers to meet requests from the community for help. With 
growth in this direction ai.d the cooperation of departm ents of the College in 
furnishing specialists for various kinds of leadership the expansion of the 
Plan is unlimited.

Extension Kindergarten Established
Through the efforts of the Community Cooperation supervisors and 

Mis* Mildred Julian of the Kindergarten D epartm ent of the College, a 
kindergarten for children of the East Side, Greeley, has been established. 
The people of the German Congregational Church have given the use of a
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APPROVAL OF THE COMMUNITY

THE success of the Plan during its firs t year is shown by the expression 
of heads of organizations with whom students worked. Rev. John W. 
Findley, pastor of the F irst Presbyterian Church, in a le tte r to the De

partm ent said: “ I wish to express to you my appreciation of the assistance 
given in various departm ents of the work of the F irst Presbyterian Church 
by students working under the Community Cooperation Plan of the College.

“ I have noted with especial in terest and appreciation the organization 
and direction of a group of Camp Fire Girls. The guardians have given 
such direction as none but experienced leaders could have given to this 
work. Their in terest has been constant and the results excellent.

“ We have also had valued assistance in various departm ents of our church 
Bible School and skilled direction to a group of children in the Junior Christ
ian Endeavor.

“ The students engaged in this work have been punctual and in every res
pect faithful to the responsibilities involved and have adapted themselves 
admirably to the program of the church.”

Other le tters in reference to  the Plan read as follows:

“ In the Sunday School of the F irst Methodist Episcopal Church the Com
munity Cooperation work has been very successful. A t present eleven of 
our fourteen teachers in the Junior D epartm ent are College students. 
I appreciate these teachers; they are regular in their attendance, both a t 
the Sunday School hour and a t teachers council meetings; they are system atic 
in their work; they learn to know their classes; they may be depended upon.

Signed, B e r t h a  H. W h i t m a n 7 ’

“ This fall the Business W omen’s League organized two classes for the 
study of German and Spanish. The teachers of these classes are students 
working under the Community Cooperation Plan.

Our girls are very enthusiastic in the work, and the classes are prov
ing to be most interesting and helpful. We feel th a t this plan which the 
College has instituted is not only benefiting Greeley but is giving these 
student teachers a broad experience.

Signed: M r s . M a r y  R u n n e l l s  
President Business Women’s League.”

“ I am in sympathy with the Community Cooperation Plan.
For the last two years, we have had the help of College students in the 

Soutn ward School. This >ear there have been three girls telling stories 
to the second, third and fourth grades, and one who has given folk dancing 
to the same grades.

The story tellers have cooperated with our teachers and have tried to 
correlate their stories with the work of the grade, as much as possible.

On the whole, the work has been very sa tisfac to ry .”
Respectfully yours,

L u n a  I. S m it h  
Principal of South W ard.”
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room in their church for the kindergarten. The College is providing the 
teacher and necessary equipment. There is a keen in terest among the 
people in this opportunity for their children, and the kindergarten promises 
to be a g reat success. The opportunity for extension of this sort is thus 
beginning to develop.

OUTLOOK
The Community Cooperation Plan has so enlarged itself tha t it is be 

coming very evident th a t a Community Center is nee ted where not only 
students can conduct classes and clubs but where members of the Faculty 
of the College can give courses a t hours convenient for people other than 
college students. Already the Women’s Civic Federation is having Miss* 
Redifer and Miss Kissick of the Home Economics D epartm ent give a course 
of lectures for the women of the city. The need of a Community Center 
is thus making itself felt. I t  is hoped tha t with the establishment of 
such a center, presumably a t the college, will come the offering of College 
opportunities to adult and youth alike until there shall be a cooperation of 
community and College which will make for the best interests of both and 
for the upbuilding of the best type of citizenship.

See appendix for sample blank used in requesting D epartm ent to rec
ommend students for special work under the Plan.



Class of Business M en in Com m ercial G erm an
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APPENDIX
The following blanks and forms are used in various phases of the Com

munity Cooperation work:

Blank used by Sunday School teacher or leader of group to report work 
to Community Cooperation supervisor.

COMMUNITY COOPERATION PLAN
State Teachers College of Colorado, 1916-17

Report o f ___________  _________________Address .......  P h o n e_______

T eacher or Leader o f_____________  Church__ _____________

D ate of M eetings .

N umber on Roll

M em bers Present

Adult visitors Present

V isitors of Class A ge

Visits at members homes 

Extra Class Metings _

Extra time with members 

T eacher Tardy ___ __

Teacher Absent

D o Y ou  H ave a Class O rganization?_________________
A place is reserved on the other side of this card for description of extra m eet
ings or other remarks.
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Blank used by Campfire guardian to report work to Community Cooper
ation supervisor.

COMMUNITY COOPERATION PLAN
State Teachers College of Colorado, 1916-17

Report o f ____________________  Address______________  Phone_

C A M PFIR E______________ Church______________D a y ___________Tim e

J)g tc o f M e e tin g s -____

N u m b er on Roll

M em bers P r e s e n t___-

L e a d e r  A b s e n t-

L e a d e r  T a rd y

R egular M eeting

C ere m o n ia l —

H o n o r R eads

H ike  ________

P arty  - _ _

E x tra  tim e w ith  teachers 

E x tra  M eetings - - -

V isits a t M em bers H om es 

V is i to r s P r e s e n t ----------
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Blank used by Story Teller to report work to Community supervisor.

COMMUNITY COOPERATION PLAN
State Teachers College of Colorado, 1916-17

Report o f   _  Address_________  Phone . . .

S T O R Y T E L L E R : Building___________ Grade T im e _____ Day_ __

DATE Absent Tardy STORIES TOLD EFFECT

Blank used by the Director of Community Cooperation in requesting 
Departm ents to recommend students for special work under the Plan.

A request has been received from

for a student to work under the Community Co-operation Plan.
The work to be assigned to the student is___________________

_________________________ . Such a person should have had
work in your classes and really be a specialist to fill the place.
I shall greatly  appreciate your in terest in this m atter if you can 
recommend some one for the work.

Cordially yours,

Director Community Cooperation

Please fill blanks and return  to sender:
Person recommended____________________________________

•> y ? f

Signed_________________________________
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Blank used by Community Cooperation supervisor to get a measurement 
of the efficiency of the student from the organization for which the student
is working.

COMMUNITY COOPERATION PLAN 1

S ta te  T e a c h e r s  College of C o lo ra d o ,  1916-17
Report o f —  _____ _ . .  . __________  __ _____ Date.  . _ _ _

C O L L E G E  S T U D E N T G eneral E ffic ien cy R esponse of P up ils R egularity Preparation j

1 1

Please fill out at o nce and m ail to  S :gned
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For information concerning the work of any departm ent of the college. 
Catalogue, Summer School Bulletin, Extension Bulletin, etc. address

J. G. C r a b b e , President
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