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T his g irl w as one of th e  du llest ch ild ren  in h e r  grade, but 
a fte r  the  rem oval of h e r tonsils  and adenoids, she sud
denly becam e one of the  b r ig h te s t



The 7-year-old girl from whom the tonsils and adenoids on 
the left were removed gained 10 pounds during the 

subsequent 4 weeks.



.

Testing Hearing.



Models Used in Studying the Brain,



Slip?

(After Psychological Clinic, 1910 
An overgrown boy of 12 years, who is a victim of rem edi

able physical ailments.
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Apparatus Used in the Study of Visual Perception.



I. SPECIAL FACULTY.
N O T E :—A facu lty  of spec ia lists  in  ce rta in  lines in  th is  

D epartm en t wil hav  charge  of th e  work. T he nam es th a t 
appear below a r  a sufficient gua ran ty  of th e  pow er and efficiency 
of the  D epartm ent. T hese persons hay  devoted  a la rge  sh a re  
of th e ir  lives to  th e  solution and in te rp re ta tio n  and ad ju s tm en t 
of th e  people who come under th is  p a rticu la r D epartm en t of 
s tu d y :

Z. X. Snyder, Ph.D., P residen t.
J. D. H eilm an, Ph.D., D irector.
L. W itm er, Ph.D., C linical W ork.
H. H. Goddard, Ph.D., D efectiv  and D ependent Children.
M. P. E. G roszm ann, Pd.D., E xceptional C hildren.
T. J. T ynan, C rim inals.
G. S. H all, Ph.D., A dolescents.
D. S. Jo rdan , Ph.D., B iological E lem ents.
F. B. Cooper, Ph.D., Public Scools and  D elinquency.
B. W. DeBusk, A.B., A bnorm al P sycho logy ..

II. INTRODUCTION.

Exceptional  Children—T here  is a la rge  group of children, 
approx im ately  75 p er cent, w ho show  re la tiv ly  sm all differences 
in  th e ir  ab ility  to  perform  th e  ta sk s  requ ired  of them  by th e  
home, th e  scool, and  th e  social env ironm ent in general. T hese 
ch ild ren  m ay p roperly  be calld th e  norm al group. All o th er 
ch ild ren  a r  exceptional. A few of them , abou t 5 p er cent, a r  
exceptionally  bright. In  th e  li te ra tu re  w hich tr e a ts  of them  
th ey  hav  been calld ex tra-brigh t, accelera ted , ta len ted , super
norm al, and specially  g ifted  children. T he rem ain ing  20 per 
cen t dev iate  from  th e  norm al group in th e  d irec tion  of in fe rio r
ity. In  w riting  about them  th e  te rm s re ta rd ed , a rre s ted , and 
sub-norm al hav  been used. T hey m ay be divided^into a  num ber 
of sub-groups. The low est of these  constitu tes  th e  tru ly  feeb le
m inded class. T he genera l te rm s used to  designa te  th is  class 
a r  feeble-m inded, m en ta lly  deficient, and  m en ta lly  defectiv. 
F o r th e  sub-groups of g re a te r ab ility  th e  follow ing te rm s hav 
been em ployd: bo rderland  cases, feebly gifted, backw ard, slow,
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and dull. A t p resen t, how ever, th e re  is no unanim ity  in th e  
use of the  te rm s applied to  exceptional children.

As used in  the  descrip tion  of th is course the  te rm  excep
tional connotes no t only the  ch ild ren  who dev iate  from  the  
norm al group in genera l ability , bu t also those  who dev iate  in 
specific ab ilities and capacities. I t  includes all ch ild ren  w ith  
m ark t physical or m en ta l deficiencies, w hether these  deficiencies 
a r  genera l or specific. W e regard  as exceptional th e  ch ild ren  
w ith  physical stigm ata , w ith  p ronounct d is tu rbances in grow th, 
in nu trition , and in th e  nervus system  and sense o rgans; also 
those  who show any  k ind of speech defect, from  lisp ing to 
aphasia , as well as those who a r  unable to read  or spell or 
exhib it any  o th er abnorm ality  in th e ir  m ental developm ent.

T here  is an o th e r class of ch ild ren  properly  regarded  as ex
ceptional, because it  dev ia tes from  a norm al group in m oral 
action , and in the  capacity  for m oral developm ent. Such devi
a te s  a r  m orally  exceptional. They a r  usually  spoken of as 
m oral delinquents and m oral im beciles. The te rm s asocial and 
antisocial hav also been applied to the  m oral im beciles. Our 
exceptional children , then , a r  those who d ep art from  norm ality  
in m ental, m oral, and physical respects.

Exceptional Children and the Scoois—E ducational p rac tis  
has dem onstra ted  beyond dout th a t th e  exceptional child is a 
m isfit in  th e  o rd inary  class for norm al children. F or th is  fac t 
a r  m any reasons, bu t tw o m ay be m entiond as especially  ob- 
tru s iv  and significant. F irs t, a scool or c lass w hich is so 
organized as to  m eet th e  needs of the  norm al group of ch ild ren  
canno t a t  th e  sam e tim e be the  b est possible for th e  exceptional 
ch ild ren  on accoun t of th e  s tr ik in g  d ifferences am ong th e  
groups. T he w ork adap ted  to th e  norm al ch ild ren  is so fa r  
beyond th e  backw ard ch ild ren  th a t they  a r  unable to m ake any 
responses, and is so easy  for th e  ex tra-b righ t ch ild ren  th a t  th e re  
is no th ing  for them  to  respond to  for a la rge  p a rt of th e  tim e. 
In both  cases th e  scool is ap t to do m ore harm  th an  good unless 
th e re  be considerab le  individual in struction . W here th is  a lte rna- 
tiv  w as tried , the  com plain t w as m ade th a t th e  whole norm al



D EPA R T M EN T FOR EX C EPT IO N A L C H IL D R E N  S

group faild  to  m ake th e  p rogress expected of them  on accoun t 
of neglect.

Second, th e  exceptional child is out of place in  th e  o rd inary  
public scool because h is n a tu re  and needs a r  no t understood  by 
m ost teachers. They fail in  analyzing  the  indiv idual ch ild ’s 
m ind w ith  sufficient accuracy  to lay  b a re  h is m en ta l defects 
and deficiencies, and the re fo re  they  a re  unable  to  am elio ra te  or 
cure them  by p roper pedagogical trea tm en t. T hey do no t know 
w hat physical changes m ay be necessary  for the  ch ild ’s p roper 
m en ta l grow th. I t  is for th e  rem oval of th is  as well as the  
firs t obstacle  in th e  tra in in g  of exceptional ch ild ren  th a t  we 
hav pland th is  course.

The Purpose of the Course— The genera l purpose of the  
course is to  a s s is t the  teac h er in  solving th e  problem s of the  
exceptional child by giving in s tru c tio n  in its  physical, m ental, 
and  m oral m akeup. T he causes of exceptional children , th e  
m eans fo r de tec ting  them , th e ir  pedagogical trea tm en t, and th e  
k ind of class and scool o rgan ization  w hich they  requ ire  wil also  
be tak en  up. P rac tica lly  all teach e rs  a r  confron ted  w ith  th e  
problem s of ,the exceptional child, and we hope to  m eet th e  
needs of these  teach e rs  by offering th is  special work. T here  
is no scool in w hich all of th e  ch ild ren  a r  m aking  norm al p rog
ress. Some wil fall behind th e ir  g rade and  o thers  wil forge 
ahead. C hildren  w ith  speech defects and w ith  th e  inab ility  
to  read  a r  found in  a lm ost every  scool. W e have had many 
le tte rs  and consu lta tions w ith  teach ers  who a r eager to know 
w h at can  and should be done w ith  th e ir  p a rticu la r exceptional 
cases. H ere  is a quotation  from  a le t te r  receivd no t long ago: 
‘‘The case for w hich tre a tm e n t is w anted  is a li tt le  girl, e igh t 
years  old. She seem s to  be p a rtia lly  paralyzed. She has been 
tau g h t to  spel a num ber of w ords orally, bu t th a t  is all. I believ 
th e re  is no dout bu t th a t  under scientific tre a tm e n t she could be 
g rea tly  benefited.”

T here  is m uch m ate ria l of value to th e  teac h e r on the  sub
jec ts  of organization  and pedagogical trea tm en t. In th ese  sub
jec ts  m uch m ay be lea rnd  from  th e  G erm ans, who organized 
th e ir  first special class as early  as 1859, and who have ri tte n
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extensivly on Curativ Pedagogy and Auxiliary Scools. We can 
also profit by the experience of many of our American cities, 
some of which hav had special classes for the last 15 to 20 
years. Recently many means and methods of detecting the 
defectiv child hav been devised. These ar of the greatest im
portance to the teachers as well as to those who hav scool 
organization in charge. On the causes of retardation and their 
removal, there is also much that is new and of the utmost sig
nificance.

The Teachers  Offering the Work on Exceptional Children—
In response to the demands made by the teachers of this and 
other states and to an appreciation of tvhat is helpful to the 
teacher and modern in education, we hav pland a course and a 
series of five general lectures on the problems of the exceptional 
child. The greater-part of this work wil be given by men who 
hav made the study of exceptional children their profession. 
In this field the work of Drs. Witmer, Goddard, and Groszmann 
is unexceld in this country. The remainder of the work wil be 
offerd by one of our own teachers, Dr. Heilman, who studied 
for a number of years in Dr. Witmer’s Psychological Laboratory 
and Clinic.

Dr. Witmer is not only a specialist on exceptional children, 
but also a well known psychologist and editor. As a psycholo
gist he founded two laboratories of psychology, wrote a text
book and numerous articles on the subject of psychology. He is 
also director of the laboratory of psychology at the University 
of Pennsylvania. At this institution he also founded a psycholo
gical clinic for the examination and study of exceptional children. 
This was founded in 1896, and was the first of its kind. For the 
further study of retarded children he founded the hospital scool 
in 1907. In the same year he founded a journal, The Psycho
logical Clinic, for the purpose of publishing the results of his' 
work with retarded children. Dr. Witmer is also psychologist 
to the Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded Children, 
at Elwyn, Pa.

Dr. Goddard was the psychologist at Bryn Mawr College 
previous to 1906, but in this year he went as psychologist to the
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New Je rsey  T ra in ing  School for Feeble-m inded C hildren  a t 
V ineland, N. J. H ere  he has been ever since studying  th e  
feeble-m inded child, and organizing w ork for a m ore effectiv 
s tudy  th e  n a tu re  and problem s of defectivs. Some of th e  
re su lts  of h is w ork appear in books and num erous artic les. F o r 
a num ber of years  he has been d irec ting  a sum m er scool for th e  
tra in in g  of teach e rs  of th e  feeble-m inded. H e is also  giving 
courses on th e  problem s of th e  defectivs a t  th e  U n iversity  of 
New Y ork and elsew here. In  addition  to  th is  he has tak en  a 
very  ac tiv  p a r t in  conferences dealing  w ith  exceptional ch ild ren  
both  h ere  and abroad.

Dr. G roszm ann founded the  G roszm ann Scool for N ervous 
and A typical C hildren in 1900. T his scool is now located  a t 
P lainfield, N. J. I t  is p rim arily  in te re s ted  in th e  study  and edu
cation  of those  exceptional ch ild ren  who a r  no t tru ly  feeb le
m inded, bu t who in Dr. G roszm ann’s term inology a r  backw ard, 
difficult, nervous, w rongly educated , and physically  and o th e r
w ise handicap t. T he N ational A sociation  for th e  S tudy and 
E ducation  of E xceptional C hildren  had its  beginnings in the  
G roszm ann Scool, and w as inaugu ra ted  in  com m em oration  of 
the  ten th  an n iv e rsa ry  of his scool. Dr. G roszm ann is th e  E duca
tional D irec to r of th e  above nam ed asociation. H e has given us 
a com prehensiv  classification  of exceptional ch ild ren  and  has 
pub lish t severa l books and a num ber of a rtic le s  on the  sam e 
problem . H is w ork is spoken of in th e  h ighes t te rm s of p ra is  by 
those who a r  qualified to know.

III. SCOPE OF THE WORK.

Course 1. Outl ine of Dr. Witmer's  Lectures  in the  General
Course— ih is  se ries  of lec tu res  is on grow th  and re ta rd a tio n .
Its  ob jec t is to  show the  significance of re ta rd a tio n  problem s
for genera l educational w ork all along the  line from  the  k in d er
g a rten  to th e  college. I t  wil be given to  th e  w hole scool a t  
10 a. m.

L ec tu re  1—The h is to ry  of re ta rd a tio n  as a scientific con
cept, and its  im portance  for psychology and education  today.

L ec tu re  2—E ugenics versu s O rthogenics, or th e  ro le of 
h ered ity  and environm ent.
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L ectu re  3—D efectiv  children , or ch ild ren  w ith  defects, an  
im p o rtan t d is tinc tion  for education.

L ec tu re  4—T he ex ten tion  of th e  m ethods of w orking w ith  
defectiv  ch ild ren  to  th e  norm al and ex tra-b righ t children, both 
in  th is  country  and abroad, especially  by M ontessori in Italy.

L ec tu re  5—T he socialization  of th e  scools as an outcom e of 
th e  effort to  solv th e  re ta rd a tio n  problem .

Course 2. Lectures on Exceptional Children—T his course 
w ill ru n  th rough  th e  six w eeks like all the  o ther courses. T here 
will be a  reg u la r rec ita tio n  period each day, followd by a con
ference, if th is  be desired  by th e  class. T he th ree  special lec
tu re rs  m entiond abov hav been secured  for th ree  w eeks of 
th e  six

Dr. Goddard’s Lectures.
T hese lec tu res  tak e  up th e  problem s of th e  feeble-m inded 

child.
L ec tu re  1—D iagnosis and prognosis of m en ta l defects. W ho 

is feeble-m inded? How a r  they  to  be recognized? W hat is to  
be expected from  tra in in g ?

L ec tu re  2—R elation  of th e  problem  of feeble-m indedness to 
o th er social problem s, such as pauperism , crim e, in tem perance, 
and p rostitu tion .

L ec tu re  3—The im portance  of early  diagnosis of m en ta l de
fect. T he B inet te s ts  as a  m eans to  th is  end.

L ec tu re  4—W h at can th e  public scools do tow ard  a solu
tion  of th is  problem ? D iscussion of p lans th a t hav been p ro
posed and th e  m ethods th a t  a r  in  operation  a t  various places.

L ec tu re  5—C onsideration  of a com prehensiv  p lan  for dealing  
w ith  th is  en tire  problem , including a considera tion  of h ered ity  
and m ethods of control, such as steriliza tion , colonization, scool 
reg is tra tio n  of all defectivs, etc.

Dr. W itmer’s Lectures.
T his series of lec tu res  deals la rgely  w ith  clin ical psychology.
L ec tu re  1— The clinical m ethod in  psychology and its  app li

cation  to  th e  study of all k inds of children.
L ec tu re  2—The functions of a psychological c lin ic; its  equip

m en t and operation . T he hosp ita l scool as an  essen tion  adjunct.
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Lecture 3—Social studies in clinical psychology.
Lecture 4—The description of various types of clinical cases. 

Especially such as ar of most interest to the teacher.
Lecture 5—Dr. Montessori’s work evaluated from the stand

point of teaching and that of education in general.

Dr. Groszmann’s Lectures.

These are devoted to exceptional children who rank above 
the feeble-minded in ability.

Lecture 1—Classification and terminology. The backward, 
difficult, nervous, physically handicapt, wrongly educated, and 
otherwise handicapt child, versus the feeble-minded child. De
velopmental periods, or culture epochs.

Lecture 2—Causes of exceptional development. Child and 
family histories. The hereditary and environmental causes. The' 
struggle of potentials. Vocational guidance.

Lecture 3—Methods of establishing the status of an ex
ceptional child. The Binet-Simon, and Groszmann tests.

Lecture 4—Atypical and pseudo-atypical children.
Lecture 5—Sub-normal children. Borderland cases. Back

ward peoples and primitiv social strata. The problem of immi
gration and the white man’s burden.

Dr. Heilm an’s Work.
This will take up phases of a course on exceptional children 

which hav not been preempted by the other teachers. The his
torical aspects of the work on exceptional children ar both of 
interest and value. The morally exceptional child often givs 
the teacher the greatest concern. There is also the whole prob
lem of speech disturbances, from lisping to various kinds of 
aphasia. Provision wil be made for demonstrating tests for 
measuring the intelligence. There wil also be a presentation 
of the factors which retard children in the process of learning 
to read. Important concepts of a more or less general nature on 
the treatment and training of the exceptional child wil be taken 
up. Other subjects of value are stigmata of degeneration, vari
ous other deformities and defects, nutrition, dental disabilities, 
physiological age, and the super-normal child.
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Other Lectures.
There wil be one or two lectures by each of the other men 

whose names appear on the faculty. Prof. DeBusk, one of our 
teachers of psychology, wil lecture on The Contributions of the 
Freudian Movement to the Study of Exceptional Children. T. J. 
Tynan, the warden of our state penitentiary, wil lecture on The 
Treatment of Individuals Who Fail to Conform to Moral Laws. 
Mr. Tynan has a well merited reputation in this and other states 
for his scientific procedure in the care and training of moral 
cases.



A case of Verbal Amnesia who has been tau t how to read.



(After Psychological Clinic, 1910).
This girl appears to be an incorrigible degenerate.



-

She is the same girl, who appears in th is picture to be 
normal.
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VMQIO&F,

(Taken from the Psychological Clinic, 1911).



(After Psychological Clinic, 1910).
A Typical Group of Yung Adolescent Boys.



Lombard’s Ergograf.
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