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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The function of the State Normal School is to pre­
pare teachers for the public servis. To prepare rural 
teachers is a part of its work. To this end, that the Nor­
mal School may become more useful to the country 
schools and the country school teachers, courses of study 
will be given during the summer term, which will especi­
ally fit these teachers for the particular work of the rural 
or country schools. Courses will be given in subject mat­
ter and in teaching the subjects; in the organization of a 
country school; in making a program and putting it into 
execution; in living with the patrons; in relating the 
efforts of the school with the com m unity; in the manage, 
rnent and organization of the school; and in ways to co­
operate with the county superintendent.

The work of the rural teacher is in a sense different 
from that of the city teacher,—

1. The city teacher has one grade; the rural teacher
usually has eight.

2. The children of the city have a different set of
experiences from the country children.

3. The country teacher has no one to supervise his
work—he is teacher, principal and superin­
tendent.

4. l ie  has not the opportunity to attend teachers'
meetings, nor has he the opportunity to be
inspired by other teachers.

5. He is isolated—isolation tends to arrest growth
along scholastic and professional lines.

6. His salary will not permit him to buy books, at­
tend associations and teachers' meetings.

The rural schools are largely taught by persons who 
have had no special training, either academic or profes-
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sional—they are taught by high school graduates, or even 
persons who have finisht only the elementary school. 
They know of no other way whatever to teach than the 
way in which they have been taught. The city schools 
they have attended differs very materially from the coun­
try schools in which they are to teach.

Courses of Work.
Course 1.

A. Elementary Psychology. The psychology which 
determines methods and materials of instruction will be 
given in this course. A significant feature of the course 
will be observation in the ungraded room where princi­
ples discovered in the psychology class may be seen in 
actual use. Two periods a week. Dr. I. E. Miller.

B. Organization, Government, Management and 
Teaching of a Country School. The simple and element, 
ary, yet fundamental, principles involvd in the above top­
ics will be considerd in this course. Much time will be 
given to observation of the ungraded room as it is being 
taught by the expert who will be in charge of it. Two
periods a week. State Superintendent Katherine M. Cook.

C. Hand Work. In this class the teachers will be giv­
en instruction in keeping the smaller children profitably 
busy while the teacher is giving her attention to the older 
children of the school.

The work will consist of—
1. Rug weaving.
2. Story telling with sissors.
3. Story telling with clay.
4. Basketry.
5. Paste board modeling.
6. Staind glass work with paste board and paper.

One period a week. Mrs. Sibley.
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Course 2.
English, Grammar and Reading, and How to Teach

Them. Five periods a week. Mr. Mooney.
Course 3.

History and Geografy, and How to Teach Them.
Five periods a week. Mr. Mooney.

Course 4.
Number and Arithmetic, and How to Teach Them.

Five periods a week. Mr. Mooney.
The above courses will be given having in view the 

conditions under which the rural teacher must work. 
The aim will be to give a rapid review of such parts of 
the subjects as appear to be the least understood by those 
who take the work. Individual aid will be given students 
in these classes. A significant purpose of the work will 
be to give instruction in presenting subjects most effect- 
ivly in the limited space of time at the disposal of the 
teacher in most country schools.

Course 5.
A. Manual Training.

1. Art Metal. A course dealing with simple sheet
metals, such as copper, brass, sheet iron, 
German silver and bronze.

The course consists of—
(a) Designing, laying out, and assembling various 

useful and decorativ pieces of metal work, such as brass 
or sheet iron picture frames, copper belt pins, German sil­
ver tie pins, etc.

(b) The artistic development of arts-craft jewelry, 
using a very limited number of tools costing not more 
than two dollars for the entire equipment.

2. Woodwork. A course to suit the needs of the
country children, covering things useful in 
the children’s home and school life, for home



GREELEY, COLORADO. 5

decoration and school aid, such as the mak­
ing of mounts for specimens in science, etc.

Equipment can be collected gradually. A school can 
start very well with five to seven dollars’ worth of tools. 
Material can always be found around a country home. In 
fact, most of the tools may be borrowed. Five periods a 
week, three weeks. Mr. Hadden.

B. Domiestic Science in the Rural Schools.
This course aims to give training in the study of 

foods, food preparation, housekeeping, and sewing, when 
there is but little equipment, and no room other than the 
regular school room for the work. Some of the problems 
to be considerd in such a course a re : how to interest the 
parents so as to secure their sympathy and co-operation; 
the kind of simple equipment needed, and how this can be 
obtaind with little or no expense to teacher or com­
m unity; how the work may be done in the ordinary 
school room ; what proportion of time shall be given this 
work, and how can this work be correlated with the regu­
lar studies. The purpose of this course is to give such 
help to the country school teacher as shall enable her to 
go out into the rural school districts and do something 
toward improving the home life of the community. To 
do this, the work done in the school must be of the char­
acter most helpful in solving the practical problems of 
these particular homes. Home conditions being known, 
the materials used for the work in the school should be 
those in use in the average home of the community. 
Five periods a week, three weeks. Miss Wilkinson.

Course 6.
Home Geografy, Elementary Agriculture and Nature 

Study.

This course is designd to train teachers to look to 
the country and to country life for material in teaching. 
There is an ever growing tendency to make the rural
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school more efficient, to revitalize it, by teaching rural 
children in terms of their environmsent,—by bringing 
them into closer personal contact with the everyday 
world in which they live. All too often the teaching of 
the rural school is entirely unrelated to the lives of the 
people. Geografies treat of the idustries, customs, and 
natural features of foren countries; agricultural text­
books, of crops and methods strange to the community; 
and nature books deal with strange animals and stranger 
birds and plants. These lead away from the country, 
and the country child grows up in ignorance of the com­
monest things of the region in which he lives. Education 
should grow out of the lives and back into the lives of 
people, and we must, therefore, look more to the country 
and to country life in rural school teaching. Five periods 
a week, six weeks. Mr. Hochbaum.

Course 7.
Art for the Rural Schools.

A. Free Hand Drawing, illustrating things related 
to the interests of rural life.

B. Structural Drawing, leading to a full comprehen­
sion of its relation to life on the farm—the building and 
constructing of homes, barns, etc., the preservation of 
tools and machinery thru proper outbuildings, the 
survey and construction in plan of interesting surround­
ings of rural homes and schools.

C. Design, as related to the rural home, school, and 
inhabitants, including self-help in school room decoration, 
house decoration, the planning of interior color schemes, 
and simple and proper furnishings, based upon self-help. 
Five periods a week, six weeks. Mr. Ernesti.

Course 8.
Music for the Rural Schools.

Songs that represent the different moods and experi­
ences of child life,—games, animals, holidays, seasons,
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work, lullabys, opening and closing of school, ethics, pa­
triotism, the different aspects of nature and so on, are 
taught and interpreted from a pedagogical and psycholog­
ical standpoint. Material suitable for every day and occa­
sion of the school year is suggested and studied.

Five periods a week, six weeks. Mr. Fitz.

Course 9.
County Supervision of Schools.

The State Normal School, at the suggestion of sev­
eral county superintendents, will offer a course for county 
superintendents in the summer session. There will be 
three distinct units of the work, each unit to receive two 
weeks’ time. Any county superintendent who can be 
here for the entire six weeks, and who elects this course, 
may take three units as they are given in the school. If, 
however; a county superintendent cannot attend the en­
tire session he may take one or two of the topics in resi­
dence and the remainder of the course in non-residence. 
Full credit will be given for this course, which will be 
under the direction of Mrs. Katherine M. Cook, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. In this course the 
following subjects will be considered:

1. An Investigation of the Systems of Supervision
of Rural and Village Schools in the United
States. Five periods a week, two weeks.

2. An Investigation of the Systems of Rural
School Supervision in Foren Countries.

Five periods a week, two weeks.
3. A Consideration of the Problems of the Rural

and Village Schools and the Means of Their
Solution.

Five periods a week, two weeks.

Full credit toward graduation will be given for any 
work taken in these courses. County superintendents and 
all school officers who have an interest in the improve-
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ment of the rural schools are askt to cooperate with the 
State Normal School in its effort to offer courses which 
will aid in such improvement. City superintendents are 
urged to call the attention of members of their graduat­
ing classes, who intend to begin teaching as soon as they 
graduate from the high school, to the above courses of- 
ferd by the State Normal School during the summer term.

Persons who have never taught and who are not 
high school graduates but who intend to take the county 
examinations for a certificate are urgd to enroll for the 
summer term, where they will find opportunity to do 
work which will make them more efficient teachers.

Persons who are experienced teachers but who have 
not graduated from a high school will find courses offerd 
in the summer term especially adapted to their needs.

The coming summer session of the Colorado State 
Normal School will be one of the most attractiv sessions 
ever offerd by the institution. Mrs. Katherine M. Cook, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, will give 
courses as indicated in this bulletin. Supt. J. F. Keating, 
of Pueblo, Supt. M. F. Miller, of Fort Collins and Supt. 
W ilson M. Shafer, of Cripple Creek will give courses in 
other departments of the summer school. In addition to 
the work given by the above persons, special courses will 
be given by G. Stanley Hall, President of Clark 
U niversity; M. V. O'Shea, Head of the Department of 
Education, University of W isconsin; Henry Suzzallo, 
Professor of Social Education, Columbia University; S. 
C. Schmucker, Professor of Nature Study and Biology, 
W estchester (Pa.) Normal School; and W. M. R. French, 
Director of the Chicago Art Institute. These people 
stand for what is best in educational thought and prac- 
tis. I t  will be a rare opportunity of which the Normal 
School hopes a large number of superintendents, princi­
pals and teachers in Colorado will take advantage.


