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B U L L E T I N
Concerning Rural Schools 
and Their Consolidation

Colorado State Normal School 
Greeley, Colorado

August, 1909

By D . D . H U G H ,
Dean of Training Department.





OUR RURAL SCHOOLS.

I t  is beyond controversy that our rural schools have 
not during the past generation kept pace with the educa­
tional progress of our city school systems. This is true alike 
of the material equipment in the way of bildings, appara­
tus and playgrounds, in the enrichment of courses of study, 
and in the provision made for securing both adequate super­
vision and a professionally traind corps of teachers. The 
reasons for this retardation of the rural school are not hard 
to find. The isolation of country life in the past has con­
tributed in many ways to this result. In  any country dis­
trict there are necessarily few people who are vitally inter­
ested in the welfare of the* schools and few opportunities ex­
ist for the meeting of either teachers or parents for the dis­
cussion of educational problems. There is lacking, there­
fore, the natural stimulus that comes from keen realization 
of the issues at stake and spirited debate in regard to the 
best means of attaining the desired ends. The meager sala­
ries, morover, of rural teachers are not a great incentiv to 
spend much time and money upon professional training, 
and those who do not make such preparation usually suc­
cumb sooner or later to the superior pecuniary attractions 
and social allurements of city life. Hence the rural school 
has remaind largely unaffected by the march of modern 
educational progress.

This assertion of the inadequacy of the rural school is



4 STA TE NO RM A L SC H O O L,

not invalidated by the fact that many persons of eminence 
have obtaind the rudiments of their education within its 
walls. Their success in life is not in any large mesure to 
be attributed to the educational efficiency of this institution. 
On the contrary a favorable environment for physical de­
velopment, the helthful moral and intellectual influences 
of Nature, the establishment of habits of industry and self- 
reliance, and the opportunities for quiet meditation upon 
the problems of life, may all with more reason than any 
fancied superiority of the instruction be regarded as the 
causes of this success. I t  is important, therefore, that the 
district school should be aroused from its lethargy and be 
made alive to its splendid educational opportunities.

And there are abundant evidences that its renaissance 
is at hand. This is another indication of the recent revival 
of interest in country life. The isolation of the country 
that has so long retarded its social and educational activities 
is rapidly being broken down. The telefone and the rural 
mail delivery, the trolley cars, and even the automobile— 
that modern annihilator of distances— are all contributing 
to this result. The development of higher educational in­
stitutions, such as our agricultural colleges and normal 
schools, directly concernd with the social and intellectual 
welfare of the rural population, is also an important ele­
ment in the situation. Everywhere there are evidences of 
new life and activity. W ith this rejuvenation of country 
life must come also, sooner or later, a reorganization of the 
rural school that will make it a potent factor in the social 
and intellectual life of the rural districts.
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The term “reorganization” best represents the changes 
that must inevitably come to enable the rural school to do 
efficient work. As at present constituted it cannot furnish 
an adequate type of education. Its defects are those that 
are inherent in an ungraded school system: namely, imper­
fect classification; classes too numerous to permit the teach­
er to do other than the most perfunctory kind of rou­
tine work; no provision for the newer subjects that are 
vitalizing the work of our better schools; and, finally, lack 
of social spirit due to the small number of children in the 
classes. These defects can not be overcome by the well-in­
tended efforts of the county superintendent or school direct­
ors or the self-sacrificing servises of the teacher. We must 
have a new kind of school for the country districts— a school 
that will represent the new country life, a school that will 
employ well-traind teachers and that will provide a gener­
ous course of study designd as far as possible to satisfy the 
various intellectual and vocational needs of country boys 
and girls.

This higher type of rural school will be practicable, 
then, only where children can be .brought together in suffi­
cient numbers to make possible both a properly graded sys­
tem and the employment of special teachers for some of the 
newer subjects. These results can be most redily attaind 
by the establishment of consolidated schools. As President 
Butterfield of Massachusetts says: “The centralization of 
district schools and the transportation of pupils will prob­
ably prove to be more nearly a solution of all these difficul­
ties (i. e., of the district schools) than will any other one
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scheme. The plan perm its the paym ent of higher wages 
for teachers and ought to secure better in stru c tio n ; i t  per­
m its the employment of special teachers, as for nature-study 
or agriculture ; it increases the efficiency of superintend­
ence ; it  costs but little  if  any more than the d istrict system ; 
it leaves the school amid ru ra l surroundings, while intro­
ducing into the school-room itself a larger volume, so to 
speak, of world atmosphere; i t  contains possibilities for 
community service; it can easily be expanded into a high 
school of reputable grade.”

These words uttered by the P resident of an agricul­
tu ra l college and of the Roosevelt commission on ru ra l life, 
a citizen of a commonwelth tha t has always been in  the 
van of educational progress and has had a longer experience 
w ith consolidated schools than  any other state in  the Union, 
are worthy of careful consideration on the p art of every one 
interested in the ru ra l school. They sum up in concise lan­
guage the benefits that such an institu tion is capable of con­
ferring  upon country d is tric ts ; they open up a broad vision 
of the possibilities of a more adequate type of education for 
country boys and girls.

A ttention is particu larly  invited to the social and voca­
tional aspects of the scheme here outlined. The ru ral 
school should be the center of the social activities of the 
community,— an object of pride and a source of inspiration 
to all concernd w ith it. I t  should be a place where the 
people of a community meet occasionally for the discussion 
of problems of general interest, for farm ers’ institutes, for 
entertainm ents and public lectures, for the cultivation of all



A C onsolidated School—W agons Redy to T ake th e  Children Home.
( Curtesy Woman’s National Daily , St. Louis.)



Cold W e th e r  D oes N o t H in d e r  th e  C o n so lid a ted  S chool P la n .
( Curtesy Woman’s National Daily , St. Louis.)
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the higher interests of life— intellectual, social, and esthetic. 
But most of all, it should afford opportunities for a broader 
intellectual and vocational education of the young people 
of the surrounding district. The courses of study in our 
city schools have been greatly enricht during recent years, 
and there are indications that the adjustment of the curric­
ulum is only in its infancy yet. Vocational education is 
now one of the live issues among educators, and is bound to 
become a more important factor in school work in the near 
future. Our country schools should not try  to imitate the 
city schools, but should work out a course of study especial­
ly suited to the needs of country children. They should 
afford a wide range of instruction in such subjects as na- 
ture-study, elementary agriculture, manual training, domes­
tic science, and applied art— subjects of immediate interest 
and importance to every country child, and should pro­
vide, moreover, an education of high school grade for the 
older boys and girls. All these things are possible in a 
well-equipt school with an efficient teaching force and under 
adequate supervision, but can never be consummated in the 
ungraded country school.

The improved surroundings of this type of school 
should also be kept in mind. How inartistic and uninvit­
ing is the appearance of the average country school! And 
should not the surroundings of the child during these early 
impressionable years be made as beautiful as possible ? At 
least the rural school should compare favorably in the gen­
eral appearance of its bildings and of its well-kept 
grounds, supplied with trees and shrubbery and flowers, 
with the best type of country homes.
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In  any plan for the reorganization of the rnral school 
it must be borne in mind that the primary object of the 
scheme is to secure better rather than cheaper schools. The 
consolidated school is desirable mainly because it makes pos­
sible a better grade of instruction. But it is incumbent 
upon those entrusted with its organization and management 
to see that these benefits are actually attaind. Otherwise 
the instruction given in such a school may be as narrow and 
perfunctory as in any other rural school. And this higher 
type of instruction, as experience has shown, costs but little 
if  any more than the meager routine of studies in our pres­
ent schools. Ho taxpayer, therefore, can have any objec­
tion to making the education to be given in the new school 
as efficient as possible. And even if some slight additional 
taxation should be necessary, it surely will be cheerfully 
borne by anyone who has the welfare of country boys and 
girls at hart, and who realizes to even a small extent what 
this higher education would mean to them.

A more detaild discussion of some of the problems in- 
volvd in this subject as well as some illustrations of con­
solidated schools will be found in the articles that follow. 
Particular attention is directed to the fact that we have re­
cently had a well-equipt consolidated school establisht in 
Pueblo county. This, to the writer’s knowledge, is the first 
up-to-date rural school organized in this State. I t  ought to 
to be an object of interest to all concernd with country 
schools; and the obligations resting upon the patrons and 
directors of this district, not only for working out something 
of value to their own community but also of affording an



A C ountry School Garden.
( Curtesy W oman’s N ational Daily, St. Louis.)
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object lesson for all the citizens of Colorado, ought to stimu­
late them to put forth their best efforts for the realization 
of an ideal school. May we soon have many more such 
schools establisht!
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A NEW TYPE OF SCHOOL FOR COLORADO

I t  is a great plesure to the writer to be able at this 
time to call attention to the consolidated school recently es- 
tablisht in this State. This school is situated in the extreme 
eastern portion of Pueblo County near the town of Fowler. 
The district consolidated is populated with a good, substan­
tial class of farmers, chiefly of Scandinavian descent— a 
people who are not apt to be visionaries or to be carried 
away with a passing fad, but who are deeply interested in 
securing for their children a practical education. For this 
purpose they are developing at this place a type of school 
that is full of promis for rural districts.

This consolidated district formerly supported two 
schools. The old bildings have been condemd, and an 
attractiv brick bilding has recently been erected on one of 
the sites. The new bilding possesses good architectural 
features, is comfortably heated by a furnace, and is equipt 
with a thoroly efficient ventilating system. How few of 
our city school bildings are yet, a las! furnisht with this 
most essential feature of a well equipt schoolhouse. How 
slowly do we emerge from the age of barbarism !

Another feature of this new school plant especially 
worthy of notis is the provision being made for ample 
school grounds. I t  is the intention of the directors of the 
district, it is understood, to purchase sufficient adjoining 
land to enclose ten acres within the school premises. This 
will afford space for suitable lawns and places of recreation
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and also for plots for school gardens and work in ele­
mentary agriculture. The patrons of the school voted al­
most unanimously to include the latter subject in the curric­
ulum. I t  has been wisely decided, however, that for the 
present the outdoor work shall take the form of improving 
and beautifying the school grounds. The energy and en­
thusiasm with which this work is being pland is prophetic 
of the development in a few years of a beautiful campus for 
this school. And why should not every other country 
school “go and do likewise ?”

The basement of the bilding is being fitted up for a 
work shop where the boys can carry on some form of man­
ual work. This will at first take the form of supplying ma­
terial needed for the equipment of the new institution, such 
as the making of boxing for the irrigating ditches on the 
grounds. I t  is to be hoped that the district in time will 
see its way clear to establish a domestic science course for 
the girls. Ample space for such work could be easily sup­
plied in a well-equipt basement. W ith a primary teacher 
skild in domestic science and a principal qualified to teach 
manual training and elementary agriculture, such a school 
possesses magnificent opportunities for the education of 
country boys and girls even without the employment of a 
special teacher, tho in a larger school this would be de­
sirable.

Another important asset of the school, not to be over- 
lookt, is the library room conveniently located on the first 
floor between the two main rooms. The school library is 
proving itself to be one of the most important factors in the 
education of school children, and surely there is no place
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where it is more important than in country districts where 
other libraries are not always accessible. The combination 
of a country environment with the possibility of outdoor 
life and occupation and the opportunity for the study of the 
world’s best literature constitutes ideal conditions for the 
education of children.

The new school was opend with appropriate exercises 
on February 13 of this year. This was practically a holi­
day in the district, as the whole population turned out en 
masse to spend the day at-the school bilding. An all day’s 
program of addresses on educational topics was provided, 
dealing especially with problems of rural education, the de­
velopment of the schools in this portion of the state, and 
the possibilities opend up by the introduction of the con­
solidated school. Among the speakers were the principal 
of the school, representativs of the bilding committee, per­
sons prominent in the educational work and business inter­
ests of the surrounding country, including the county super­
intendent of schools, and Professor W. B. Mooney, School 
Visitor for the State Normal School. An enjoyable social 
feature of the occasion was the dinner furnisht by the good 
ladies of the district in the school building. I f  the inter­
est and enthusiasm manifest on this occasion is any indica­
tion of the success of the school, it has a bright future be­
fore it.

Much credit is due to the teachers and patrons of the 
school and to Miss Nellie Corkish, the county superintend­
ent, for daring to place themselvs in the vanguard of edu­
cational progress. The experiment will doutless be wacht 
with interest by other portions of the State.



Good T h ings to E a t a t  the  D edication E xercises of the  U nity  School Bilding.
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A NEW EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT IN 
CANADA.*

A knowledge of contemporary educational systems and 
practises is, of course, of value to us in so far as it affords 
us guidance and inspiration in our work. W ith this object 
in view it seemd to me that an account of the Macdonald 
School Movement in Canada, which I  had the good fortune 
to have an opportunity to study at first hand during the past 
summer, might be of interest to the readers of the C o l o r a d o  

S c h o o l  J o u r n a l .

T H E  O R IG IN  AND N A TU R E OF T H E  M OVE­

M ENT.

The name itself for some possibly requires a word of 
explanation. The Macdonald School Movement is not an 
attempt to organize a system of private schools, as the term 
may seem to suggest, but it is rather an effort to enrich and 
amplify the work of the public schools, and especially the 
rural schools, by a better system of organization and by the 
introduction into their curricula of such subjects as nature- 
study, school gardening, manual training, and domestic 
science. The peculiar feature of the movement, from which 
it derives its name, consists in the fact that this attempt to

♦Reprinted by perm ission from  the Colorado School Journal, Septem ­
ber, 1907.
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improve the rural schools of Canada sprang from the initia- 
tiv of a private citizen. Sir William Macdonald, a welthy 
merchant of Montreal, had it in his hart to do something 
for the advancement of the country schools. Born amid 
rural surroundings down by the sea in Prince Edward Is­
land, the baby province of the Dominion, Sir William was 
well acquainted with the limitations of the rural schools, 
and was anxious to spend in their improvement a portion of 
the wTelth wdiieh he had had the good fortune to amass.

W ith this object in view he cald to his aid a man 
eminently qualified both by genius and experience to organ­
ize and carry into execution the work he wisht to accom­
plish. This man was Professor James W. Robertson, at 
that time the Canadian Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Dairying. Preaching the gospel of scientific farming, Pro­
fessor Robertson was devoting himself with untiring energy 
to the betterment of agriculture, and was meeting with sig­
nal success, as is shown by the fact that in one province the 
export of dairy products actually increast nearly seventy­
fold in ten years. But he was not satisfied with the ma­
terial progress of his agricultural friends. He saw that 
the chief asset of the Canadian farmer was not his green 
medows nor his dairy herds but the boy on the farm, and 
was unceasing in his efforts to stimulate a greater interest 
in rural education. The munificence of Sir W illiam Mac­
donald, however, for the first time enabled him to give to 
the people a tangible illustration of what could be done for 
the education of the farm er’s boys and girls. The out­
growth of this endevor is what is known as The Macdonald 
School Movement.
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ED U CA TIO N A L PR O JE C T S U N D ER TA K EN .

INTRODUCTION OF M ANUAL TRA INING .

As manual training had been introduced into very few 
of the public schools of Canada, either urban or rural, at the 
time of the inception of the Macdonald School Movement in 
1899, it seemd best in the first place to begin with the 
cities, so that the sentiment aroused in favor of this subject 
might finally lead to its adoption in the country schools. 
Accordingly Sir William offerd to equip the rooms and 
provide the teachers for manual training in a number of 
cities in the different provinces of the Dominion for a 
period usually of three years. As the work progrest, as 
many as forty-five teachers were at one time employd, and 
in this way manual training was establisht in over twenty 
Canadian towns and cities, which have as a rule continued 
to carry on the work after the expiration of the three years. 
While the general introduction of manual training into the 
country schools has as yet been far from realized, neverthe­
less a great stimulus has been given the teaching of this sub­
ject thruout the Dominion.

TH E E ST A BLISH M EN T OF CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS.

But the introduction of manual training was only an 
initial effort, carried on indirectly, to benefit the rural 
schools. A much more important, or at least a more direct, 
means was the establishment of consolidated country schools 
in the different provinces of the Dominion. In  the estab­
lishment of these schools the leaders of the Macdonald
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School Movement were a good deal influenced by the organi­
zation of consolidated schools in this country. Professor 
Robertson had visited and studied carefully these schools 
in several states, especially in Ohio, and had become con­
vinced that the consolidated school offerd a solution of the 
problem of the improvement of the rural schools of Canada. 
But he saw, too, that consolidation was not an end in itself, 
as it did not necessarily improve the mechanical routine of 
school work. To quote his own words before a Parlia­
mentary Committee, “We in Canada want something bet­
ter than mere consolidation. We want not simply consoli­
dation, but consolidation as a means towards an improved 
time-table and a course of study and methods of study suffi­
cient for present day needs.”

With this purpose in view a consolidated school was es- 
tablisht as an object lesson in most of the provinces. The 
usual plan, as in the case of the manual training, was to 
supply bildings, equipment and teachers for a period of 
three years without additional cost to the school patrons. 
Besides the ordinary subjects of the curriculum, a promi­
nent place was given to manual training, nature-study, 
school gardening and household science. The teachers of 
these subjects were given a year’s special instruction free 
of cost in the best educational institutions in the United 
States and Canada. As in most city schools, these branches 
are taught by specially traind teachers. Each bilding 
has at least four rooms, containing the children from six or 
more school districts. Vans are employ d to carry the chil­
dren to and from their homes.



A G lim p se  o f th e  F lo w e r  P lo ts — C olorado S ta te  N o rm al T ra in in g  School.



A C orner of the V egetable G arden—Colorado S ta te  N orm al T ra in in g  School.



School G a rd e n in g  a t  C olorado  S ta te  N o rm al T ra in in g  School.



F ro n t E levation  of New T ra in in g  School B ild ing—Colorado S ta te  N orm al School.
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As the three-year period during which schools were to 
be supported by The M acdonald School F und  is now just 
about to expire, it is too early yet to speak with certainty 
of the success of the experim ents as regards its perm anent 
influence upon the public schools of Canada, B u t that this 
has proved to be an interesting and suggestiv experim ent in 
school organization and that the instruction has been of a 
much higher order than that of the ungraded school, is 
doutless true. O f course, as in  any other experiment, 
m any difficulties have to be m et and overcome. The con­
servatism of popular opinion on educational m atters and the 
increast expenditure for organization and for higher sala­
ries for better qualified teachers, have to be taken into ac­
count, though the latter item of expense m ay in some cases 
be offset by the smaller num ber of teachers required. Local 
prejudises and dissensions, too, incidental to the introduc­
tion of so new an undertaking, have sometimes proved to be 
disturbing factors in the work. B u t an exam ination of 
these schools cannot but inspire one w ith new fa ith  in the 
possibilities of ru ra l education, nor can one dout that the 
tim e is coming when popular sentim ent will be sufficiently 
educated to demand and pay for this higher type of school.

As to the im mediate fa te  of these consolidated schools, 
the general expectation at the tim e of my visit last summer 
seemd to be that The Macdonald School F und  would con­
tribu te to the support of these schools for another period of 
three years, the tax-payers, however, becoming responsible 
for a larger share of the expense than before. In  one or 
two of the provinces considerable work has been accomplisht 
in  consolidation by the provincial authorities, so th a t this
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plan bids fair to be utilized, at least in the more sparsely 
populated districts, for the improvement of rural education.

TH E E ST A BLISH M EN T OF GARDENS FOR UNGRADED SCHOOLS.

Not satisfied with the effort to demonstrate the feasi­
bility of the consolidated school with its enricht curriculum, 
the promoters of the Macdonald School Movement under­
took also to establish school gardens in connection with a 
group of five ordinary rural schools, in each of the provinces 
of the Dominion, in order to illustrate what could be done 
to meet the special needs of the country boys and girls 
where consolidation might not be considerd practicable. 
The schools selected for this purpose were situated a very 
short distance from each other, so that a traind inspector 
might superintend the work of each group. In  these gar­
dens some simple experiments are conducted in seed selec­
tion, use of fertilizers, effects of moisture, and other phases 
of elementary agriculture. The school garden material and 
activities are also utilized as a concrete basis of work in 
arithmetic, physics, language, writing, drawing, etc., be­
sides affording the child a broader vision of the significance 
of home industries. In  the organization of these gardens 
the esthetic development of the child is kept in mind, as 
well as his more purely intellectual and utilitarian interests^ 
as is shown by the following description:

“The general plan of laying out each garden involvs 
(1) a belt of nativ trees and shrubs surrounding the 
grounds except at intervals where a desirable view is avail­
able; (2) a half acre play-field for the boys; (3) a lawn
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borderd with shade trees for the girls; (4) a shaded walk 
each for boys and girls, about a hundred yards long; ( 5 ) an 
attractiv approach to the school consisting chiefly of a, 
piece of open lawn with shrubs and flowers on either side;
(6) a suitable reservation for individual and class plots;
(7) an orchard plot or border; (8) a forest plot in which 
the chief nativ trees are grown from seed.” *

In  fact one of the most important aims was to make 
these schools serv as object lessons for the beautifying of 
the country homes, and as centers for social gatherings of 
the community. As an illustration of nature-study work, 
these gardens have been of very great value in influencing 
educational opinion on this subject, and have receivd the 
highest approbation of such experts as Dr. 0. F. Hodge of 
Clark University.

PROVISIONS FOR T H E BETTER TR A IN IN G  OF TEACHERS.

Perhaps, however, the most striking and suggestiv ac­
complishment of the Macdonald School Movement consists 
in the generous provision made for the training of teachers. 
One who has had any experience with nature-study knows 
that the great difficulty at present in attaining success in 
this work consists in the lack of knowledge of the subject on 
the part of the teacher. While our educational machinery 
is at present prepared to turn out teachers qualified to teach 
acceptably the traditional subjects of the curriculum, the 
preparation for the teaching of nature-study, in the modern 
sense of that term, is lamentably insufficient. As in other

♦Report of Inspector of Schools of C arleton County, Ontario.
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subjects, teachers have been brought up in nature-study 
largely upon a book diet, with possibly a little technical 
work in botany and zoology interspersd—work which has 
itself little value in helping the teacher to bring her chil­
dren into intelligent and sympathetic contact with nature. 
As a result we have the feeble attempts that are now being 
made in most schools in the teaching of this subject.

Those instrumental in shaping the Macdonald School 
Movement were clear-sighted enough to see that the essen­
tial condition of ultimate success in their work was better 
provision for the training of teachers in nature-study, do­
mestic science and manual training. Imprest by this 
thought, Professor Robertson turnd for help to the agricul­
tural colleges, which had stood in such close relation to his 
past activities, and which from their very nature should be 
organically related to work in these subjects. Since the 
agricultural college, however, as it is at present organized, 
does not possess all the equipment necessary for the training 
of teachers, it was decided to use the Ontario Agricultural 
College at Guelph, Ontario, as a starting point for this work, 
and to enlarge its plant by the addition of buildings spe- 
cially equipt for the training of teachers. Accordingly two 
new bildings were erected on the college campus for this 
purpose. In  addition to the training given in this new de­
partment, the regular work of the college, which is a well 
equipt institution, comparable to our best state agricultural 
colleges, naturally provides a great incentiv to the study of 
these subjects. Arrangements were made that students 
from all the provinces of Canada might have the opportun-
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ity  of taking instruction in  this institu tion  at a nominal 
cost.

W hile, however, the work at Guelph has been a valua­
ble stimulus to the better preparation of teachers, the Mac­
donald School Movement has reacht its climax in this re­
spect by the erection and equipm ent of a magnificent new 
institution, to be known as the M acdonald College, at Ste. 
Anne de Bellevue, a little  Canadian town a few miles from  
the city of Montreal. B eautifu lly  situated on the left bank 
of the Ottawa river, housed in a splendid group of commo­
dious college bildings ju st constructed at a cost of nearly 
a m illion and a half dollars and in  accordance w ith the most 
approved scientific principles as regards durability, ventila­
tion, light and heat, provided w ith ample grounds— five 
hundred and sixty acres in all— for campus, recreation 
fields, experim ental plots, orchards, general farm ing and 
stock-raising, this new member of the collegiate institutions 
of Am erica bids fa ir  to be one of the most unique and, from 
the standpoint of educational progress, one of the most in ­
teresting, on the continent. I t  will consist of three m ain 
departm ents: (1 ) An agricultural college; (2 ) A college of 
household science; (3 ) A teachers’ college. The work of 
all departments will be focust upon the one great idea of 
Professor Bobertson— the enrichm ent of ru ra l life. The 
college is to begin operations this month. W hile the teach­
ers’ departm ent is designd to prepare teachers especially 
for the province of Quebec, it  will no dout be a great in ­
spiration to the educational workers of the whole Dominion. 
Professor Bobertson, who has given up his government posi­
tion to devote him self solely to educational work, is the pres-
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ident of the new institution. H is splendid enthusiasm and 
his clear insight into the problems of rural education consti- 
tute the best guarantee of the success of this undertaking.
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THE IMPROVEMENT OF RURAL SCHOOLS.*

The account of the Macdonald School Movement in 
Canada, which appeard last month in this department, 
was intended to stimulate an interest in the improvement of 
our rural schools. Our Canadian friends are making a 
praiseworthy effort in this direction. Among the things 
they are aiming at are (1) better facilities for the training 
of rural teachers; (2) the enrichment of the curriculum by 
the introduction of such studies as nature-study, including 
school gardening and elementary agriculture, domestic 
science and manual training; and (3) the organization of 
the consolidated school as a more effectiv instrument for 
educational work. These are all important reforms in 
rural education.

In  this country, too, the need of improving our rural 
schools is coming to be more fully recognized. “The most 
important educational problem before America to-day is the 
rural school problem,” declared Superintendent J. W. 
Olsen of Minnesota, before a section of the H. E. A. in 
1902. While this is undoutedly a strong statement, many 
facts may be found to support the assertion. A careful 
analysis of the situation shows that the district school of to­
day makes very inadequate provision for the education of 
country boys and girls. Among the chief reasons of its 
educational limitations are the following:

♦Reprinted by perm ission from the Colorado School Journal, October, 1907.
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1. The drift of population in recent years from rural 
to urban communities has left many parts of the country 
with a smaller school population than before. The school 
attendance in such communities has consequently declined. 
This is most markt in the case of the older children, who 
now move to the city at an earlier age than formerly. The 
stimulus of larger numbers and of more mature students is 
thus lacking.

2. The change in the personnel of the district school 
teachers during the past generation has not always been for 
the better. Wot many years ago it was customary for col­
lege students to spend a part of their time in teaching dis­
trict schools. Some of the higher educational institutions 
even arranged their sessions to facilitate this arrangement. 
Tho, doutless, it is not wise to have any class of people 
to adopt teaching as a makeshift, yet this plan did have the 
merit of securing for rural districts teachers with a reason­
able degree of m aturity of mind and academic training—  
young men in many cases with college culture and aspira­
tions, whose presence in the school was a stimulus to the 
older children. But, owing to our changed economic con­
ditions, few of this class are now found in the country 
schools, and their places have frequently been taken by im­
mature young women with little academic and professional 
training.

3. The greater opportunities for educational servis 
in the city schools tend not only to withdraw the best quali­
fied teachers from the country districts, but also to focus the 
best educational thought of the times upon the improvement 
of the city, that is, of the graded schools. The programs of
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our larger educational gatherings bear abundant evidence 
of this fact.

4. The movement towards the enrichment of the ele­
mentary school curriculum has affected the country schools 
to a much less degree than those of the city. The reasons 
for this are obvious. Even where the country teachers are 
ever so well qualified and enthusiastic about the newer edu­
cational movements the conditions under which they teach 
render almost impossible anything but the most formal kind 
of routine work. I f  the attendance is at all large, the num­
ber of classes a day practically limits the instruction to the 
teaching of the three IT s. In  fact the exigencies of the 
program are such that even this teaching must in most cases 
be of a perfunctory character. Little time is available for 
the discussion of the subject under consideration, for the 
communion of souls engaged in the same pursuit, which 
alone makes class-room instruction educational in the best 
sense of the term.

5. The district school lacks dignity and social pres- 
tige. The graduates of our colleges and large city high 
schools take pride in their alma mater, but apart from a 
weak sentimentality for the “little red schoolhouse” no one 
feels a similar satisfaction in thinking of his relation to the 
district school. The effect of this upon the adult is not 
such a serious matter, but it is a very serious consideration 
that country children at a very early age outgrow their re­
spect for the district school and no longer wish to attend it. 
We need a school in the country districts that will appeal to 
the imagination of the country boys and girls and arouse 
their enthusiasm for greater intellectual attainments.



2 6 STATE 1STOEMAL SCHOOL,

6. The district school tends to perpetuate the isola­
tion of country life. One of the most markt manifestations 
of our times is the movement of the people towards larger 
centers of population, thus facilitating social intercourse in 
numerous ways. Of such beneficial influences country peo­
ple have been largely deprived. Attempts are now being 
made to break down these social barriers by means of rural 
free delivery of mails, telefone servis, electric railways, 
etc., but the district school tends to foster this spirit of isola­
tion, as it offers very few opportunities for social gather­
ings.

7. The short tenure of office of the country school 
teacher, together with the small amount of supervision pos­
sible, makes difficult any permanent educational policy for 
rural communities. Any departure from the regular school 
routine, introduced by some enthusiastic teacher, is apt to 
be of short duration, as her successor may have no such in­
terests.

Recognizing, then, the weakness of the district school 
system, how are we to remedy its defects ? ~No one remedy 
is adequate. Improvements must be made in various direc­
tions, as is illustrated by the Macdonald Movement. But 
the one thing that promises to secure the greatest number of 
advantages is the organization of the consolidated school. 
By a consolidated school is meant a graded country school, 
usually of four or more rooms, formd by the unification of 
a number of ungraded country schools. The children from 
the outlying districts are commonly transported in vans to 
the centrally located school.
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The pioneer State in the establishment of consolidated 
schools was Massachusetts. In  the year 1869 the State 
legislature authorized any township to transport pupils to 
school at public expense. Tho the country districts did not 
take advantage of this opportunity at once to any great ex­
tent, the growth of the movement in the State is indicated 
by the fact that between the years 1888-9 and 1900-1 the 
amount of money expended in the transportation of school 
children increast approximately from $20,000 to $150,000. 
From Massachusetts the movement spred to adjoining 
states, until to-day the consolidated school is in operation, 
or at least has been authorized in over half of the states in 
the Union.

The results obtaind have as a rule been satisfactory to 
those concernd. As in the case of the inauguration and 
execution of any other educational policy there has, of 
course, been some room for diversity of views, but the con­
sensus of opinion of those directly concernd with the work 
— parents, school directors and teachers— has been mark­
edly favorable. The following are the most important ad­
vantages claimd for the p lan :

1. I t  raises the professional standard of district 
school teachers. This strikes at the root of the weakness of 
the country schools. The strongest argument adduced to­
day in favor of a low standard of qualifications for teachers 
is the claim that many small country districts cannot afford 
to pay high salaries, and that consequently teachers cannot 
be expected to spend upon their education an amount of 
time and money incommensurate with the pecuniary re­
turns to be secured from their work. Hence the standard of
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professional training demanded of the rural teachers is pre­
vailingly low. I  do not mean by this that many well- 
traind and capable teachers are not to be found in the rural 
schools—teachers who may in many cases prefer the free­
dom to be found in such a situation to the rigid supervision 
of the city schools. But such teachers are exposed to the 
competition of those with less training. This constitutes 
the greatest menace to the teachers’ profession. No body 
of people can hope to have their vocation placed upon a pro­
fessional basis so= long as their places can be supplied by the 
relativly untraind. In the consolidated school, however, 
higher salaries can be paid, as it usually employs fewer 
teachers than the districts of which it was composed. Hence 
better traind teachers will be demanded, and the larger ob­
ligations devolving upon the directors tend to make them 
more careful about the qualifications of the teachers they 
employ.

2. The consolidated school affords opportunity for 
the enrichment of the curriculum. The rural school has 
not secured its full share of advantages in this respect. This 
is all the more to be regretted as the environment of the 
country child is in many ways fuller of educational possi­
bilities than that of his city cousin. Along the lines of na- 
ture-study, elementary agriculture, manual training and do­
mestic science the opportunities are unsurpast. But these 
subjects cannot be taught to advantage in the average dis­
trict school both on account of the program and the teacher’s 
training. A young city-bred girl in her teens is not com­
petent to give instruction in elementary agriculture to farm-
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ers? boys, who have ten times as much practical knowledge 
of the subject as herself. For this purpose we must have 
teachers with sufficient bredth of knowledge and m aturity 
of judgment to command the respect of the older children. 
This can be accomplisht in the consolidated school, as a spe­
cial teacher may be secured in this or other branches at little 
greater expense per capita than is required for the ungraded 
school.

3. The consolidated school can make provision for the 
higher education of country children. I f  a high school is 
not available in the neighborhood, a year or more of ad­
vanced instruction can be furnisht, at least during the win­
ter months, for the older children.

4. This type of school combines many of the advan­
tages of city and country life. The children are members 
of a larger social world and benefit from the association 
with others. At the same time they live amid healthful 
country surroundings. W hat is true of the children is also, 
to a certain extent, true of the parents. Being a larger cen­
ter of interest, the consolidated schoolhouse may be utilized 
for various social gatherings, lectures, entertainments, etc. 
The consolidated school thus becomes a means of breaking 
down, rather than of perpetuating, the isolation of country 
life.

5. The tendency of this school, moreover, is to edu­
cate for the farm and rural occupations rather than for the 
the city, which, notwithstanding its social advantages, sur­
rounds young people with vitiating influences to which they 
too often yield. Students of social problems deprecate the
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present congestion of population in the large cities. While 
this movement of the masses towards the cities is in part in­
evitable, owing to our changed economic conditions, yet in 
many cases the country could support in comparativ com­
fort a larger population than it now possesses. The glamor 
of city life and the monotonous character of agricultural 
occupations have induced too many of our young people to 
throw in their lot with the city. Some counter attraction 
is, therefore, needed to make the inducements greater for 
the boys and girls to remain on the farm. This, in part at 
least, the consolidated school is able to supply. By its 
richer curriculum, giving insight into the scientific aspects 
of farm and household work, it creates a new interest in 
these activities, and helps the farmers’ boys and girls to see 
new possibilities in their home environment.

6. A longer tenure of office is secured for the country 
teacher, especially for the principal. This tends to give 
greater stediness and permanence to educational effort. 
The ideal no dout would be to have for the principal a 
married man who would become a permanent resident of 
the community, as in some European countries. In  this 
way the school could become a center for the social and edu­
cational activity of the whole community.

7. A better system of grading is made possible. The 
larger number of children and teachers makes a more ra­
tional classification practicable.

8. The helth of the children is not endangerd, as 
they are less exposed to bad wether on their way to and 
from school.
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9. The attendance is considerably increast. Tardi­
ness is done away with, at least for the children conveyd in 
vans.

10. Better schoolhouses are secured, constructed on 
more scientific principles as regards light, heat, and ventila­
tion.

11. The school year is lengthend.
12. The cost of instruction has in most cases been re­

duced by the organization of the consolidated school. This 
is not one of the most important results, the it may appeal 
most strongly to the taxpayer, as the money saved by the 
employment of fewer teacher| for the regular subjects had 
doutless best be spent in paying higher salaries to better 
prepared teachers or for teachers of special subjects.

In  conclusion a word may be said in regard to the rela­
tion of this subject to our own local conditions. In  many 
parts of Colorado the consolidated school is not feasible. 
But there are many other places in which it can be organ­
ized as easily as in any other State. The larger agricul­
tural regions offer splendid opportunities for this type of 
school. Why should not Colorado make a special study of 
this problem now? I t  is at least well ^orthy of study. 
Colorado in this as in other matters should be a leader in 
educational progress.



32 STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

(Prepared by E. D. Randolph, S tate Normal School.)

1. The Consolidation of Schools, etc.—U niversity of Illinois Bulle­
tin , Vol. 1, No. 10, Urbana, Illinois, 1904, 48 pp.

2. The Consolidation of School D istricts, etc.—W. K. Flower, S tate
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1903, 
32 pp.

3. Consolidation of D istricts and Transportation of Children—R. C.
B arrett, S tate Superintndent of Public Instruction, Les 
Moines, Iowa, 1901 (School R eport), 69 pp.

4. Iowa School Report for the period ending Sep. 30, 1901, 38 pp.
5. Conditions and Needs of Iowa Rural Schools—J. F. Rigg, Des

Moines, Iowa, 1905, 81 pp.
6. Consolidation of Rural Schools and Transportation of Pupils at

Public Expense—R eprint from Minnesota Biennial School Re­
port for 1902, w ith Additions—J. W. Olsen, 34 pp.

7. The Consolidation of Rural Schools W ith and W ithout Transpor-
ation— Bulletin of the U niversity of Texas, 1904, A ustin, 
Texas, Bedichek and Baskett, 38 pp.

8. W estern Journal of Education, June, 1903, San Francisco.
9. Report of the U. S. Commissioner of Education, 1902, Vol. I I ,

pp. 2353-2369.
10. Proceedings and Addresses of the N ational Educational Associa­

tion, 1903, pp. 919-935.
11. An Inquiry Concerning Conveyance of Scholars in New Hamp­

shire, from the 51st N. H. School Report, 1899-1900, pp. 271- 
292, Channing Folsom, S tate Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion, 21 pp.

12. Transportation of School Children at Public Expense—Educa­
tional Review, Vol. XX, pp. 241 seq., A. A. Upham.

13. Report of the Committee of Twelve, p. 61.



GREELEY, COLORADO. 33

14. Consolidation of Schools in South Dakota in 1908—H. A. U strud,
S tate Superintendent of Public Instruction, 17 pp.

15. Bulletin of Information Regarding Consolidation of Rural
Schools—E. T. Fairchild, S tate Superintendent of Public In ­
struction, Topeka, Kansas, 1908, 48 pp.

16. Consolidation of School D istricts in Michigan— Bulletin No. 19,
P atrick  H. Kelley, S tate Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Lansing, Michigan, 1906, 23 pp.

17. Consolidation of School D istricts and Transportation of Rural
School Pupils at Public Expense—L. D. Harvey, S tate Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction, Bulletin No. 7, Madison, Michi­
gan, 1902, 20 pp.

18. Consolidation of School D istricts—W. It. Robinson, County Su­
perintendent of Schools, Pawnee County, Oklahoma, 18 pp.

19. The Centralization of Rural Schools in Ohio— Proceedings of the
N ational Educational Association, 1908—E. A. Jones, S tate 
Commissioner of Common Schools, Columbus, Ohio, 7 pp.

20. The Consolidation of School D istricts, the Centralization of Rural
Schools, and the Transportation of Pupils at Public Expense— 
Jam es B. Aswell, S tate Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1906, 71 pp.

21. The Consolidation of Schools and the Conveyance of Children—
Gr. T. Fletcher, agent of the M assachusetts Board of Education, 
25 pp.

22. The Town Management of Schools—Connecticut School Docu­
ment, No. 20, 1908, Howell Cheney, 19 pp.

23. Consolidation and Transportation—Departm ent of Public In ­
struction of the S tate  of New Hampshire, 12 pp.

24. Indiana School Report, 1901-2, pp. 725-63.
25. N orth Carolina School Report, 1901-2, pp. 365-73, and X V III

-XXVI.
26. Michigan School Report, 1901, pp. 6-34.
27. Connecticut School Report, 1902, pp 186-190.
28. Kansas School Report, 1901-2, pp. 38-48.
29. Review of Reviews, Dec., 1902, pp. 702-710.
30. Georgia School Report, 1908, pp. 90-105.
31. V irginia School Report, 1900-01, p. X X V I: the R ural School;

pp. X X V II-X X V III: Consolidation and Transportation.



34 STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,

32. W ashington School Report, 1902, pp. 183-184: Consolidation of
School D istricts.

33. W est V irginia School Report, 1902, pp. 27-29: The Centraliza­
tion and Consolidation of Schools.

34. Wisconsin School Report, 1902, pp. 41-62: The Consolidation of
School D istricts and the Transportation of Rural School Pupils 
at Public Expense.

35. N orth Carolina School Report, 1900-1901; 1901-1902, pp. X V III-
X X V I; School D istricts; pp. L V III-IX ; Rural Schools; pp. 
365-73: Consolidation of D istricts.

36. Nova Scotia School Report, 1902, p. X I : Consolidation of Sec­
tions.

37. Ontario, Report of the M inister of Education, 1902, pp. XX1T-
X X V II: Consolidation of Schools and the Transportation of 
Pupils.

38. Oregon School Report, pp. 233-236: General Survey of Educa­
tional Work.

39. Pennsylvania School Report, 1901, pp. V I-V II: Centralization of
Schools; pp. 2-4: Consolidated D istricts.

40. Rhode Island School Report, 1901, pp. 27, 29, 33-5, 37, 64, 101,
129-31: County Superintendents’ Reports on Consolidation and
Transportation. (Appendix.)

41. Hawaii, Report of the Inspector of the Departm ent of Public
Instruction, 1902, p. 23: Consolidated Schools.

42. Idaho School Report, 1900: Rural School D istricts.
43. M aryland School Report, 1902, p. X LI1I: Resolutions of ttie

Sta te  Superintendent Commending the Consolidation of Rural 
Schools.

44. Missouri School Report, 1902, pp. 4-11: Rural School Problem.
45. M ontana School Report— Circular L etter of the S ta te Superin­

tendent on the Consolidation of Schools.
46. Nebraska School Report, 1901, pp. 40-42: The Transportation of

Pupils and Instruction in  a Neighboring D istrict. See also 
pp. 400-409 in the Reports for 1903.

47. New Jersey School Reports, 1902, pp. 59, 84: Reports of the
County Superintendents on the Transportation of Pupils.

48. Biennial Report of the U. S. Commissioner of Education, 1900;
pp. 331, 341, 352, 379, 391, 412: summary on p. 19.



G R E E LE Y , COLORADO. 35

49. Reports of the U. S. Commissioner of Education, 1898-99, ch. X I:
Consolidation of Schools—The Kingsville, Ohio, Plan, pp. 526- 
529.

50. Proceedings of the N. E. A., 1901, pp. 804-11 : The Centralization
of Rural Schools; 1902, pp. 224-30; The Financial Phase of 
Consolidation of Rural Schools.

51. Outlook, Dec. 27, 1902, pp. 981-84: Country Schools, the New
Plan.

52. Proceedings of the N. E. A., 1895, pp. 132-133; The County as
the U n it of School Organization; pp. 133-134: Comparative
Cost of the Toivnship and D istrict System s; pp. 135-140; 
Transportation of Pupils.

53. Forum, March, 1902, p. 103: Consolidation of Country Schools
and the Conveyance of Children.

54. Educational Review, October, 1900, p. 241: Transportation of
Rural School Children at Public Expense.

55. W estern Teachers (Milwaukee, W isconsin), June, 1907, pp. 354-
355: Two Views of Consolidation.

56. Pennsylvania School Journal (H arrisburg ), August, 1909, pp.
68-70: Centralization of Township Schools; pp. 452-455: The 
Township High Schools.

57. Moderator Topics (Lansing, M ichigan), A pril 9, 1903, p. 524;
Report of Progress; p. 625: Procedure in  Consolidating School 
Districts.

58. Normal Instructor and Teachers’ World (Danville, New Y ork),
p. 9: Need of Secondary Instruction  in Country Schools.

59. American School Board Journal, (Milwaukee, W is.), August,
1902, p. 6: Progress in Consolidating Country Schools;  p. 375: 
Argum ents in  Favor of Consolidating.

60. W orld’s Work (N. Y. C ity), May, 1903: Teaching Farmers’
Children on the Ground.

61. Education (Boston), Vol XIX, pp. 261, 413: The Rural School
Problem.

62. Educational News (Edinburgh, Scotland), Ju ly  4, 1903: The
Grouping of Our Rural Schools.

63. A tlantic Educational Journal (Richmond, V a.), Ju ly , 1902:
Concentration of School D istricts and the School Houses for 
Them.



36 STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,

64. Ohio Teacher (Athens, Ohio), September, October, December,
1902; January , February, 1903: articles on Centralization of 
Schools.

65. School News (Independence, Mo.), June, 1902: Central Schools
and the Transportation of Pupils.

66. Texas School Journal (A ustin ), Dec., 1902; Rural Schools;
Transfers; Jan ., 1903: W hat We W ant—Rural School Houses.

67. The People (Cambridge, M ass.), July, 1899: N atural School
U nits; March-May, 1902: Transportation.

68. American Education (Albany, N. Y .), Feb., 1903: Two Views.
69. Farm ers’ Tribune (Des Moines, la .) ,  June 17, 1903: Is  the Cen­

tral School a F ads?

70. Successful Farm ing (Des Moines), Feb., 1903: Consolidation of
Rural Schools.

71. P ra irie  Farm ers’ Home Magazine (Chicago), March 26, 1903:
The Centralized School.

72. Farm , Field and Fireside (Chicago), May 30, 1903: Farming to
be Taught in  Rural Schools.

73. Fam ily H erald and Weekly S tar (M ontreal) : A Novel Experi­
m ent in  Rural Education.

74. Nebraska Farm er (O m aha), Ju ly  20, 1903; Consolidation of
Rural Schools.

75. Farm ers’ Call (Quincy, 111.), Jan. 22, 1903: Consolidation of
Country Schools.

76. Ohio Farm er (Cleveland), 1902, Sept. 4; Centralization of
Schools; A pril 23, 1903: Centralize the R ight Way.

77. H erald (Wabash, M innesota), May 30, 1901: Centralization of
Rural Schools.

78. Register (Blue E arth , M innesota), Concentration of Schools.
79. Advocate of C hristian Education (Berrien Springs, M ichigan),

March, 1903: Consolidation of Schools: Centralizing of D is­
tricts.

80. Canadian Teacher (Toronto), September to May (except M arch),
1901-1902—A series of Articles on Consolidation.

81. W orld Review (Fine A rts Building, Chicago)— The Passing of
the D istrict School, by M. V. O’Shea.

82. School Education (Minneapolis, M innesota), January , 1903:
Rural Schools Consolidation.



GREELEY, COLORADO. 37

83. Midland School (Des Moines, la .) ,  March, 1902: Consolidation
in Pottawattam ie County.

84. Independent, Vol. 63, pp. 891-2: Country Teachers and Consol-

85. E lem entary School Teacher, Vol. 7, pp. 16-19: Macdonald and
the Consolidated School at Guelph, Ontario.

86. Education, Vol. 26, pp. 14-26: Consolidation of Rural Schools.
87. Chautauqua, Vol. 36, pp. 308-9: Centralized Rural Schools.
88. Annual American Academy, Vol. 22. pp. 257-60: Concentration

of Schools in Transportation of Pupils.
89. Forum, Vol. 33, pp. 211-12: Consolidation of Schools and Con­

veyance of Children.
90. Review of Reviews, Vol. 26. pp. 702-10: Consolidation of Rural

Schools.
91. A tlantic, Vol. 91. pp. 574-575: The D istrict School.
92. Education, Vol. 22, pp. 373-377: The Enrichment of Rural Life.
93. School Review, Vol. 8, pp. 335-363: Free High School for Rural

Pupils.
94. Independent, Vol. 56, pp. 416-22, C. W. E lio t: Good Urban

School Organization.
95. Blackwood’s Magazine, Vol. 168, pp. 487-510: How an English

Girl Taught a Pennsylvania Country School.
96. Review of Revews, Vol. 23, pp. 443-6: Neighborhood Co-operation

in School Life.
97. New England Magazine, Vol. 23, pp. 694-7: The Passing of the

Old Red School House.
98. Review of Reviews, Vol. 30, pp. 694-697: The Remaking of a

Rural Commonwealth.
99. Independent, Vol. 52, pp. 1631-1632: Rural Life and Education.
100. School Review, Vol. 12, pp. 148-161: The Rural Public High

School in the South.
101. W orld’s Work, Vol. 7, pp. 4144-7: Rural School Awakening.
102. Outlook, Vol. 77, pp. 838-941: School in the Woods.
103. Chautauquan, Vol, 34, pp. 428-432: The Successful Rural

School.
104. Educational Review, Vol. 24, pp. 471-483: A

idation.

France.



38 STA TE NO RM A L SC H O O L, G R E E LE Y , COLORADO.

105. School Review, Vol. 12, pp. 266-280: A Township High School
in  Indiana, by Fasset A. Cotton.

106. The Teachers’ W orld (Toronto), 1906-7—A series of Articles,
especially in Dec., Feb., May and June Nos.

107. Among Country Schools—O. J . Kern, Ginn & Co., pp. 240-81.
108. Chapters in  Rural Progress—K. L. Butterfield, U niversity of

Chicago Press, 251 pp.
109. The Rural School in  the United States—John C. Hockenberry,

published by author, Westfield, Mass., 124 pp.
(The last three numbers are books and contain excellent discussions 

of various aspects of the ru ra l school problem.)
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