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"THE SCHMIDT FAMILY 
HARDWARE STORE AND 

GRAND JUNCTION, 
A PARTNERSHIP" 

by Mary E. Locke 

Mary Locke gr<ld/Ul/ed from Mesa Slale College iff May of 1989 witll a B.A. 
ill political sciellce. 

Alonzo M. Schmidt, he preferred to be called Lon. knew what he 
wanted to do in life; he was dctenruned to have his own hardware store. 
Raised in El Dorado Springs, Missouri, Lon Schmidt lived his entire 
life withom knowing the actual date of his birth. Not until after his 
death, which occurred in 1955. did the information come to light. In 
1987, a cousin discovered an old family Bible that had an entry of Lon 
Schmidt's birthday: February 8, Isn " Lon's mother died at his birth. 
his father remarried. and a stepmother raised lon. These were hard 
times for the young boy as there was little love and affection in the 
horne.2 

In 1902, at t he age of 25, Lon Schmidt set out for Colorado with 
rwo goals in mind: to rid himself of a "catarrh" condition and to get 
into the hardware business.3 Regarding the former, the humid 
midwestern climate was disagreeable to him, and his doctor suggested 
that the dry, cool Colorado climate could benefit his health. Secondly, 
Schmidt wanted to get out of the family-owned general merchandising 
business involving his father and stepbrother in Missouri.4 

Lon Schmidt had read about G rand Junction's plans for the 
proposed High Line Ditch and the large irrigation project to be 
constructed.s Since the government would be involved, he knew it 
would be a good place to do business and planned to check it out.6 
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Sharing the enthusiasm exhibited by GrandJunction residents for 
the success of their town, 7 soon after arriving in Grand Junction, young 
Schmidt made a purchase offer to E.M. Slocomb of Slocomb and 
Thomas Hardware. located at 439 Main Street;8 however, the owner 
was not interested in selling. Disappointed, the Missourian made his 
way to Eaton, Colorado, where he found employment as a carpenter. 
While there he encouraged a young woman of his acquaintance, M.iss 
Dora Jane Rightmire of EI Dorado Springs, Missouri, to make a visit 
west to Colorado Springs, Colorado. The couple became engaged, set 
their wedding date for January t, 1903, and returned to El Dorado 
Springs, Missouri, to be married.9 

Still determined to try his hand as a hardware entrepreneur, Lon 
and his new bride headed in the direction of Twin Falls, ldaho.'o There 
young Schmidt found an opportunity to run a shoe store. He quickly 
became disenchanted with the shoe business, for men's shoe styles 
changed every year. The variety was extensive: high button shoes; pearl 
button shoes; black button shoes. and others. lan knew he belonged 
in the hardware business where things did not go out of date. To his 
way of thinking, the hardware business was reasonable because a shovel 
was a shovel and a washboard was a washboard." 

Life in Twin Falls proved to be a little tOO exciting for the young 
couple. Lodging was scarce and the only place they could find to rent 
was a room over a saloon. Lon's catarrh worsened in the dusty 
surroundings of the frontier-type town. and. after a little more than 
a year, the Lon Schmidts moved to the town of Boise, Idaho, to once 
more get involved in the shoe business. A quieter town, Boise also 
boasted a few paved street!;. No sooner had the couple settled and Lon 
had opened the shoe store when he received a letter from Slocomb 
in Grand Junction stating that he had decided to sell his hardware store 
after all. Lon, enthusiastic to make the purchase. made a quick trip 
to Grand Junction to close the deal. However, upon arriving he learned 
some disturbing news: Slocomb wanted S 15,000 cash for the business 
- more money than Schmidt could afford by himself.12 

Although there were about 6ve hardware stores in Grand Junc
rion at the rime, Lon was determined to acquire the Slocomb store. '3 

As a way to swing the deal, Lon contacted his father, Louis Schmidt, 
and his half brother, Julius Schmidt, and sold them on the opportunity 
in Grand Junction. Convinced of the opportunity, the elder Schmidt 
sold the family mercantile business in El Dorado Springs, Missouri, and 
joined Lon in Grand Junction where they fonnalized their partnership: 
L. Schmidt and Sons. The actuaJ date the business opened has been 
lost; however, records indicate that the agreement was signed on 
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September 30, 190414, and that the Schmidt family hardware store 
opened for business early in 1905.15 

A family precedent that the women in the Schmidt family would 
not be involved in the hardware store was established early. However, 
Dora Jane Rightmire Schmidt had her own agenda. Leland Schmidt 
recalled his mother's role: 

I can remember my mother meeting everybody that ever moved 
to Grand Junction. She thought that was something she could do for 
my dad's business. It wasn't hard to do, for the newspaper published the 
names of everyone who moved here - there were just a few of them 
She always made a point to meet new people who moved to town. 'There 
were many Southerners who moved here.16 People moved in here from 
aU over the world. The Ela family came here from New England to be 
in the cattle business; he had a big operation up on Glade Park. 'I1tis 
area got a lot of publicity in the early days because of the mining. Pe0-
ple came from as far away as England.l1 

The Slocomb and Thomas Hardware store building at 439 Main 
Street was approximately ten years old when L. Schmidt and Sons 
began their enterprise. Ie The original brick building is still in use today, 
occupied by the Great American Antique Store. 19 Lon knew that when 
the irrigation project was finished Grand Junction would be a good 
"hardware" town. A great many families had homesteaded in the valley 
- an ingredient which he knew was necessary for a profitable hard
ware business.20 Even the boom and bust business cycles through the 
years on the Western Slope did not affect the store. Not only did the 
Schmidt men operate a typical farm-oriented store, but they also 
established a wholesale business to supply the other litde hardware 
stores a10ng the Western Slope.21 Ths diversity required a great deal 
of specialized bookkeeping, and Lon hired Hazel Caywood to fill that 
position. She served in that position until Leland Schmidt sold his share 
of the business in the 19705.22 

During the early years ofits existence, the hardware store supplied 
the city and farm dwellers' needs in a wide variety of products, from 
stoves to fencing material.23 Very early in the business, L. Schmidt & 
Sons Hardware became a dealer for Monarch Ranges.24 The Monarch 
Iron Range Company supplied the firm with a journal to keep track 
of sales and customers of the ranges. A tribute to the thoroughness 
of the Schmidts, a complete record of sales to early Grand Junction 
senlers was created dating from February 1906 to September 1925. The 
journal" reads like a "Who's Who" of early Grand Junction and nearby 
environs' early residents.:!S Descriptions of the ranges include: flush-, 
plain-. or waterfront-type reservoirs; 4 or 6 hole combination tops; 15, 
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17, 19, or 21 inch ovens; and, ultimately, in 1919, a combination coal 
and gas stove.26 

The store also supplied the basic hardware needs necessary for the 
builcling of a new community: "hammers, nails, planes, wire stretchers 
and cutters, wrenches, squares needed to build houses, barns and sheds, 
and rural mail boxes."27 Nor was the critical shopping list of items 
women brought with them to the store forgotten. The Grand June· 
tion woman in the post World War ) era found « ••• iron skillets and 
kettles in several sizes, plus as much tinware as she could afford; 
roasters, coffee pots. bread and cake pans, milk buckets, strainers. 
funnels , wash tubs, boilers, and scrub boards. "28 

The Lon Schmidt family began to grow with the birth of their sons. 
Mark and Leland. Although she was expecting a baby in 1914, Dora 
Jane Schmidt continued her practice of greeting new Grand Junction 
residents. The family fo1k1ore includes a recollection of her calling on 
Lucy Ela, who had moved in across the street from the Schmidts at 
Tenth and Main Streets.29 

Mrs. Eia will tell you that my mother was the first lady sh(" m("t in 
Grand Junction. Lucy said my marher was pregnant with me [Leland] 
when they met. My parents were having a tough time for they had just 
lost my older brother, Ralph, who was eight years old. HI.' had jumped 
ofTthe roofofa barn down on Main SrrC<'t. He thought he could fly. 
He died thre(' months before I was born.30 

The Julius Schmidt fa lnily had grown, too, with the birth of two 
children. Fred and Shirley. Lon realized that there was too much family 
relying on the one business.31 To faci litate the growing Schmidt clan, 
it was decided in 1923 to expand the business and buy another store. 
Lon was successful in bidding for Stockman's Hardware in Delta. and 
Julius Schmidt and family moved there to operate the new store.32 

When the first washing machines appeared, L. Schmidt & Sons 
stocked thenl. Initia1ly, they were hand·powered Before long, however, 
water·powered and gasoline·powered models appeared. Eventually, the 
electric washing machines arrived, much to the delight ofGrandJunc· 
cion women.33 Even the youngsters had their favorite place in the hard· 
ware store. Such items as bicycles, sleds, ice skates, tricycles, wagons, 
dolls, doll buggies and blocks fascinated the young shoppcrs.3il 

Lon Schmidt knew how to market his wares and considered himself 
to be a good merchandising hand. He made an effort to feature certain 
items each week to attract customers, and he placed them in 
conspicuous locations in the store, enticing the shoppers to browse and 
purchase additional items. Louis. his father. thought the best way to 
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sell an item was to place it right at the door so all passing by could 
see it, make a quick purchase and depart. But in any regard, the business 
prospered. 

Leland and his brother, Mark, went off to college in the 1930s after 
having spent many teenage years at such tasks as delivery boy, floor 
sweeper, inventory taker, and. ultimately, as a srudent of merchandising. 
Leland attended the University of Southern California where he 
majored in advertising. Remaining in UJs Angeles after graduation. he 
went to work for the Firestone Company in their advertising depart
ment. Once they learned of his me,rchanctising background, however, 
Leland was involved in establishing their "super service" retail stores 
on a nationwide basis.3S Tired of travelling, he secured a position with 
Ralph Wagtler's Script, a Hollywood insider's magazine of the movie 
industry. 

Not long after beginning this position in 1938. Leland was called 
back to GrandJunction. Although the country was in the depths of 
the Great Depression. the Schmidt Hardware business was in a stable 
condition, reflecting Grand Junction economics.36 Leland Schmidt 
recalled the rimes: 

My grandfather had died the year before, and my dad offered inC 

a partnership in the business with my brother Mark. He wanted to turn 

the business over to us. It's not every day in the week in 1938 that 
someone would hand you a share of a partnership. Most kids were 
working on Boulde,r Dam or driving a truck or something. So I came 
back co my home town.31 

In further re£lecrion. Leland Schmidt remembered his fath~r's 
prophetic words: 

Now son, if you want co make some money, you had bener get out 
ofGrandJuncrion. But if you want to do a heap of living you can't beat 
it.38 

Leland married Eleanor Porter. of Delta, on December 28, 1939. 
Not too long after their marriage, World War II intervened; leland 
went into the service and Mark. being a little older, stayed at home 
to run the family business. Leland's absence required that Lon give up 
his retirement status, and he returned to the store for the duration of 
the war.39 Upon returning home after the war. the brothers continued 
the Schmidt tradition. The 1940s and '50s brought a new look to the 
store's inventory - electric appliances, pressure cookers, radios and 
the inevitable televison sets.40 

In 1955, Lon Schmidt passed away and the Schmidt hardware store 
saw yet another partnership agreement, that of Leland and Mark 
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PnoIo counesy of Leland Sctlmidt 

A.M. (Loll) Sel"nidl, foullder of L. Sclrmidl & SoliS Hardware, as lie appeared 
ill 1949. 

Schmidt. The passing of time brought new successes to the third 
generation ofSchmidts and the business was moved in 1956 to a new 
location at 447 Main Street next to Montgomery Ward.41 Leland 
Schmidt described the situation there: 
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When we moved our store up the street next to Montgomery Ward, 
Woolworth's wanted us to build a new building. We had a very precarious 
time keeping the building next door from falling down. The contractor 
that built the building (Woolworth's built the building and sent the biD 
to us) got a mining company out of Silverton to come down here and 
do the digging for the foundation with mining equipment. They built 
a tunnel SO as not to disturb the 'party' wall.42 

Both of the third generation partners had children of their own: 
Mark had two sons, Mark Ronald and Ralph, and a daughter, Beatrice; 
Leland had two children, a son Lynn and a daughter Caroline. Soon 
the teenage boys were performing the same tasks in the store as their 
fathers had before them.43 

The tradition of Schmidt family partnerships ended in 1962. Mark 
Schmidt decided to retire from the business about the same time that 
Woolworth's expressed a desire to expand into the space the Schmidt 
business occupied." As a result, the business moved to a new loca· 
tion, 521 Main Street,4S and Leland t1X>k on a new partner, Ray La Cour, 
a partnership that was to last some ten years.46 

The long held family tradition of partnership did not include the 
fourth generation. Although Mark and Leland encouraged their sons 
to be active in the business, they also made it possible for them to go 
to college and pursue what they wanted to do. "'We could see that the 
future for the small. independent merchant was becoming more and 
more difficult. "47 

There is no longer any trace of the family enterprise: the Three 
Sisters Outlet now occupies the last location of The Schmidt Hard· 
ware Store.48 Leland Schmidt continued his entrepreneurial interests 
as one of the founding partners in Colorado West Travel. which was 
to capture both his and Eleanor's interest for more than futeen years.49 

The partnership of the Schmidt family with Grand Junction and 
the Western Slope became a tradition. Said Leland Schmidt, "My dad 
raised his family here. got them educated and saw his children married. 
The hardware business was good to our family. "50 
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APPENDIX 

NOTE: The author and Mr. SchmIdt mQ evety etrort to make sure the names WIn 
speI8d ~ but the names if the /edger were smtNJI8d and SOII8tiIIN dlfIaJIt 10 rea1 

IteconI of PfotIpec'IN RMge CU.fl:Irmen lind s.In 01 MONARCH "..".,.. the 
"SUy SaUalKtofy" Rente. ~ Iron ~ Co., .. ..,. a.m, Wlaconaln. ..... """'"W.F. WiIef 
SeI>« Canle Company 0._ 
t.Q. William Eutrbn 
W.J . MoyIf -""'-Dr. F.D. CouItrin 
5.8. SltlftByanl 
C.H. Arthur -F.E. Adami 
Ida J . Blalock 
J_ R. Oavls 

""'"'''' A.M. Schmidt 
C.B. Banke 
A.J. HaNey 
F.O. AnderaDn 
W.E. Boulton 
Jo Parise 
H.M. Cannon 
MatWl Gratwn 
I.N. Bunting -_ ..... 
R.N. Nickenon 
S.E. Wntetbum 

"'L_ 
J.S. Purcell 
Fred Holmes 
W.G. RuMeR' 
O.P. Veach 
Riley D. Moore 
.... J_A.O ..... 
G.W. Tumer ""-JA ...... 
T.C. C~ 

"""" BerI Evan 
George Currie 
MaM WOOdrWlg Rar'ICh 
William Staple, 
Frank RenUlk 
H.J. Jacsobhagen 
E.M. SIoc:omb" 

....... 
"" Country, «I miles N.W. 
C~V 

"" ~ South SUM! 
MUI Street _ ..... 
Rood ... -Main Street 
Sup!.. Suoar Fadofy 
624 Tllller 
FIfSt & Grand 
eooo", 
COmo 

9Ih & Grand 

"""" -635 Chiptta ".,.. 
South 4th Slreet 
Ranch, Clifton 
North 7th Street 
East Main Street ....-
"""'" """'" ..... 
""" 
903 E. MUl 

_h 
Re.nch East 
232 Chipetll -"""" "" ........ 
"" '''''' Maln 5',881 
ca, 
3rd Fruit Ridge 
_h 

"" "" "" 

Dot. Sold 
February 26. 1906 
June 8, 190e 
J une 22, 1lI0II 
August 29, 1906 
September 5, 1908 
~13. 11I06 
~IEI, 11106 
Ck100er 11 , 1906 
oetobef 12, 190& 
0cI0ber 16, 1906 
Oc:tobef la, 1906 
Nov1trrbeI' 3, 1906 
Nov«nbef 15, 1906 
De<:embW 3, 1906 
~5,1906 
oee.mber 19. 1906 
DIIcember 31, 1906 
January 2, 1807 
January 12, 1(101 
februroIy 21 , 1907 
Marth 20, lto7 
~ 1. 1807 
May 3, 1907 
Aptt 27, , go7 
April 10, 1907 
June 10, 1907 
June 5, 1907 
June 17, 1907 
Jufy 26, 1907 
July 23, 1907 
July 18, 1907 
Augusl13, 1907 
~18,1907 
~17,1907 
CleIob&r 5, 1907 
Ociober 30, 1907 
~4,1907 

Noverrbef 5, 1907 
~II, I907 
~18, 1907 

NoYerrCef 25, 1907 
NovtHrbef 25, Ul07 
December 7, 1907 
~14,1907 
December 18, 1907 
December 20, 1907 
December 21 . 1907 
December 21, 1907 
Oecember 27. 11107 

'The RUSSElls ate pietur«l eomnetTIOI~ thW Monarch range purchIM durirIg the 75th 
annMnary or CoIoredo'. Jounding, 
"f,t.! , Slocomb it the original ovmer or the tlarctwe.fe ,\0«1. 
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NMne Addr... Oil. Sold 
WNtney Roule North Fifth January 28, 1908 
AT. Mateehett Wallaee Pear OreMrd January 31 , 1908 
J .W. Bringman City February 14. 1908 
Jo Gareill Pag .. de Febru;r.ry 19, HI()& 
F.B. Sykes Fru~a Malcll6. 11106 
U.S. Reclamation Servlca Higll Line Canat Survay Marcil 10, 1908 
Ph~ Moster Orchatd Mesa March 10, 1908 
W.L Snyder Rancll N.E. AprW 2. 1908 
H. W. Blackslone Pa~Pde Apri 10, 1908 
W.E. Dudley City April 11, 1908 
01'. F.R. Smith Rood April 21. 11108 
~ Stoner 616 Grand Apri 28. 1908 
s .e . Wonlelbum Rood May HI, 1908 
Robert S. Carter Near Bridge May 21 , 1908 
AC. Newton F..., FM R. May 29, 11108 
Fred Burkett Fruitl June " 1908 
R.E. TurJ*! Pomona Park June 22, 1908 
Mq. A.K. Rupp City July 6, 1908 
(At /his point In the MomueIl recom: the use oil rubb« stllnJl is /ncotponI1IId ti the dale coAJmn.) 
Jamee F. Gr_ Corner 1th & P~~ September " 1908 
J .P. Morgan City September 2, 1908 
E. Kennady City September 6, 1908 
George Toupain Rench September 111, 1908 
D. DonIthue 311 SOuIII September 24, 1908 
H.M. Fi$haf 760 Wlnltlff; hie. ~ 2, 1908 
M.M. Shores City NoverTCef 19, 11106 
P.O. Glick N.W. Grand Junction Rench NoYerrber 25, 1908 
WA Underwood 0Id1lam Flets No¥errOer 26, 1908 
D.B. 8LiIey City ~5, 1908 
J.J. Silvl ~ Rench February 2. 1lI0II 
Marion HtrIyer City February 11, 1909 
Mra. James R. Davis ClitIon February 23, 1909 
Alice D. Stlnaorl North 5111 February 24. 1909 
AD. Ward Neal Clifton MarCil 4, 1909 
J .L. SIee1e 1138 Hig Ma/cll 6. 1909 
David M~chII Fruit Ridge MarCil ", 1909 
H.H. Yooogar PalINde May 14, 1909 
George Smith Orchard Meaa May 25, 1909 
Seller Cattle Company Apri 3, 1lI0II 
W.W. Barry June 12, 1909 
H.A Pall.. 151 White June 24, 1909 
Henry Fr.... July 12, 1909 
C."" Hederich East Fruita August 16, 1909 
Mra. M.e . Mam 639 Grand ~ 9, 1lI0II 
D.B. Wright 920 Grand SepIembef 9, 1909 
J .W. AtIOO,.;ltl September 29, 1909 
W~liIIm Milne SapIember 23, 1909 
Fred eo. 623 Teller October 25, 1909 
Eddy Pomona Park November 4, 1909 
George' M. Gates ClitIon November 23, 1909 
Ioh. WoIIiIam Glendenning 319 Tel&! November 23, 1909 
Dora Boden! Loma ~ 8, 1909 
H.E. Pamer ClitIon December II, 1909 
T.P. lutz Ranch ~ 22, 1909 
C.W. Hum.. 844 Ouray Oeeembar 21. 1909 
1.0 . KepNtI Ranch December 29, 1909 
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N .... Address Date Sold 
N.e. Autt "" D&cember 31 , 1909 
E.D. Stowe CIsco, Utah January 10. 1910 
G.W. Belcher N.W. C~y February 26, 1910 
01'. Clark ""~h March 3. 1910 
J.F. Shuveer """"" March 7, 1910 
O.B. Wright Cn, April I , 1910 

\ JA Quinn City Apr~ 1. 1910 
Charles Quist Cn, April I, 1910 
T.S. Ramsey Cn, MarCh 19. 1910 

J Glenn G. Smith City April 9, 1910 
John Kloster Fruita April 19, 1910 
Wlllima Eddins 822 Ute May 22, 1910 
Mrs. F.W. Smith ""~h July 21, 1910 

Copo."" '" ""'" August 10, 1910 
fred. C. Jaquette """"" Augusl 20, 1910 
A.A . .4JlisO!'I 520 W. Main September 23, 1910 
V. Gilcrest Ofehard Mesa Septemb&r 28, 1910 
A. PheniX Near Clil10n October 6, 1910 
G.B. Marshal MKk October 13, 1910 
T.J. Atkinson October 15. 1910 
LA "",,"m NoYarrber IS, 1910 
F.B. Sykes Fruita DeceITbar, 1910 
Frank Nlckoli De Beque December, 1910 
Louisa Moses Orchard Mesa April \5, 191 1 
W.S. Hattan C"''''' May 29, 1911 
Gene M. WeId1 530 U. Juna28,1911 
H.l. McKe!We S&ptember 6, 1911 
C.C. Wallen 237 Grand S&ptemb&r 18 , 1911 
F.H. Meyers Clittoo October 4 , 1911 
HaN. Htffiy ""~h Novembef 11, 1911 
Mrs. N.E. Lowe. Cn, ~1H'I'bef 7, 1911 
M.P. Smith Fruitvale ~mbef 22, 1911 
WA. Smith Clil .. oec.rrtlef 2 1, 1911 
RH. Chatfield RF.O. 13 December 27. 1911 
McMillan Clifton J8l1U8fY 10, '912 
S.W. Sellers ""~h May 11. 1912 
R.C. Parker """'" ...... June 29, 1912 
C. Malone '045 N. 71t1 Augus11 4, 1912 
C.l. lion ""~y OCtober 5, 1912 
V. Tanrueur 141 N. 3rd OCtober 16, 1912 
W.W. CampbeI1 752 Ouray OCtober 21, '912 
Leo CUlling Green River. lJ1ah Oecerrtlef 31, 1912 
F.W. Browne January 10, 1913 
J. Dauz Fabruary 16, 1913 

"". 921 South 51h Apri 22, 1913 

~ J.J. Weigmann Price , Utah February 2. 1913 
Hugh Jennings Green River, lJ1ah July 22, 1913 
Paul Bethke 236 Hill !we. July 26, 1913 

J William Haun Grand Junctioo February 11. 1914 
I.C. Baughman Orand Junclioo March 2, 1914 

"""" ''''''''' Grand Junctioo June 11. 1914 
J.P. GrICe Grand Junction June 25, 1914 
Miss Tobyne 415 Cllipeta June 29, 1914 
Fred Hickman 1107 Gunnison July 18, 1914 
Ray V. Diehl 1114 WII~e september 10, 1914 
N.E. Gay10fd (J","'" ..... september 14, 1914 
M.J. Lamb&rt 325 Cllipeta Seplllmblll" 28, 1914 
<>Ok 102 Orand OCtober 6, 1914 
E.l. PaiOO 540 Tehr OcIober 6, 1914 
Smith Campbell 924 Soutll 5111 November 7, 1914 
Jim Langdon 226 Gunnison November 9, 1914 
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...... 
""'-0 .0. FeIows 
PM. Vaught 
George R. Barton 
Ohara D. Heald 
E.W. Terrill 
C.J. 8radroeld 
Squire and Claude Nelson 
F.H. KIHby 
M .... a .H. PresIOn 
C.E. McMuIet1 , .... -.... 0 . Camine 
Re. ParlIer 
J.W. McMahan 
M..", A.C. Fletcher 
.... Com 
Mr. W.L. Sn~ 
5.0 . McMulen 
P.S. HeinmaM 
Brooks Hughl8n 
J.R. Hobert 
C. ClIItet 
Wdliam H. Hams """ N_ 
Howard Ferguson 
MI. Garfield Coal Company 
Max Lowman 
C.A. CoK 
Chafa CUller. Sr. --Etva Yarwel 
CA. Latimef 
Ray Chatfield 
W,A, Smlttl 
0wIn Culler 
AL Zellars 
Milo Brown 
Willard Foy 
Raymond Weaver 
CarnoI~. ReductIon Co, 

William PIcIIett 
H.E. PIambecIt 
JA. Buyef 
LM. Rogers 
Orlando Phillips 

Dol ""'" R. Sm~h 
James R. Murphy 
Mrs. NeHle M~cheI 
H.K. Sharp 
J.F. ShtJIIz 
A.C. Garrison 
FA. Wychotf 
C.E. Heety 
Adrian Mallack 
F.e. Lualan 
Clem M~ter 
S. Rasmussen 
John Philpot 
WA. Shriver 

Add, ... 
, ""'""'" -.. 
134 Grand 
Sth &. Pitkin 
"20 Orand 
325 South 7th 
8- Ouray 
"'~h 
1107 Gunnison 
402 ChuluQla 

'''''' "'~h 
"'~h 
Orchard Mesa 
SIMhers !we. 
11\ Main 
.05 Belford /!we. 
1120 Rood /we. 
635 Orand 
528 Gunnison 
52:5 North 10th 51. Po_ 
Po_ 
502 Chipeta 
North 12th St. 

938 Main 51. 
Gunnison Dam -... 
"''''''' 807 Teller Iw •. .,,-
8110urtly 
Po ..... 
135 South nh 
Palisade 
Orchard Mesa 
252 Hi~ 
Gateway 
624 Bellord 

Gateway 
Fruitvale 

"" r_ 
East 01 Town 
607 Ute 
202 Ouray 
125 South 7th 
Do .... ~ 
Orand Junction 
1026 North 7t1l 
523 P~kin 

Po''''' Mn. 
10th &. Rood 
828 WMe 
Do .... ~ ... ~ 
408 South 51h 
C/;tton 
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o.t. Sold 
~rI8,191" 
Deocember 19, 191 .. 
FebruaIy 22, 1915 
March 25, 1915 
August 6, 1915 
November 9, 1915 
MaV 18, 1918 
June 2, 1918 
October 10, 1916 
Nov~3,191B 

November 6, 1918 
Nov8!T"ber 23, 1918 
February 2, 1917 
February 17, 1911 
FeOn.tal}' 28, 1911 
June IB, 1911 
July 23, 1911 
August lB, 1911 
AugusI4, 1917 
Sep«Hnber 10, 1917 
Sepcernber 20, 1911 
October 5, 1917 
October B, 1917 
October 15, 1917 
October 16, 1917 
October 20, 1911 
October 22, 1917 
November 6, 1917 
Nov~ 16, 1917 
Dec8fT'b&r 5, 1917 
December 17, 1917 
December, 1917 
Oecemb&r 2", 1911 
December, 1917 
Decerrber 2 1, 1911 
January 18, 1918 
February 22, 1918 
Mey 3, 1918 
May 6, 1918 
May 18, 1918 

June 15, 1918 
Septembef 5, 1918 
Sepl&rnbef II, 1918 
October 22, 19\8 
Novernbel9, 1918 
Novenilef 27, 1918 
Jaooary 2, 1919 
JIln4.IaIY 3, 1919 
January 29, 1919 
February 28, 1919 
March 13, 1919 
March 20, 1919 
Apri 3, 1919 
Apri 1", 1919 
June 18, 1919 
July 5, 1919 
July 7 , 1919 
Jutv 19, 1919 
July 11, 1919 
August 9, 191 9 



Name Address Date Sold 
John Shriver Clifton July 13. 1919 
Jim Santy Rifle september 8. 1919 
Ralph CoUiinsoo WMewater September 13, 1919 
Steve Murphy 1215 Grand August 24, 1919 
Clarooee Stamm 410Ch~ August 21. 1919 
LS. Ashby 606Ch~ October 10, 1919 
ES. Vogt Whitewater October 20, 1919 
A.Rettge 7 Chipeta Noverrber 17. 1919 
G. FowIwer Grand Junction Deeembef 4. 1919 
J .B. Kesler Palisade DecIllT'ltler 23. 1919 
A.J. Ashley Grand Junction Deeembef 27, 1919 
W.O. Eta 1041 OtJray Apr~ 5, 1920 
RB. Cossells 348 Grand Apr~ 15, 1920 
O.L. Yan'l6ll 450 Chipeta May 8, 1920 
W.L. Bekaye Sergent 81ult. Iowa June 15, 1920 
Ernest Paige Grand Junction July 7, 1920 
Peter Midlemisl Whitewater July 12, 1920 
E.E. Aller Fruitvale August 11 , 1920 
Roy Houston 920 North 7th 5epjembef 10, 1920 
Ray Lucas Kannah Creek July 11 . 1920 

eopo""" 12th and Main September 30, 1920 
Thomas Carr 329 Ouray OCtober 1. 1920 
Mrs. Parler 451 Grand October 9, 1920 
Ralph StiltweH Grand Junction OCtober 15, 1920 
S.N. Wagler 305 Gunnison OCtober 16, 1920 
George Hultman 637 WMe Novermar 1, 1920 
Emil Odelberg A.F.O. No~errver 8. 1920 
J.W. F~z.simmons 548 Grand /We. NoYember 22. 1920 
J.E Shults 569 Gunnison February 25, 1921 
M.J. McKeel 326 H ~I March 11 , 1921 
R.A. Manu ~saoe Apri 21, 1921 
JA Buyfer 443 Teller July 27, 1921 
J.W. Armstrong 630 TeRer August 13, 1921 
Dr. Morrison 827 Gunnison September 7, 1921 
Jim Barthop North 10th Octobef 10, 1921 
Carrie Freemeyor Paijsade OCtober 29, 1921 
C.J. Mcfadden R.ED. October 29, 1921 
E.D. Messonler 635 Hili November 18, 1921 
A.rvid Muhr Fru~a November 19, 1921 
GU$ Johnson Fruitvale November 28, 1921 
C.B. Anderson 6th and Hill December 1, 1921 
ED. Parks 1033 Hill December 1, 1921 
J.F. SlIunS ,,_ Hill fwe. D&cember 8, 1921 
Fred Stuart Rooch December 14, 1921 
O.J. Aldrict1 Elm !We Docember 20. 1921 
LA Boyes 1137 Rood December 21.1921 
E.C. Smitll 15th and Grand January 20, 1922 
William Ricks 9 Grand Marcil 17, 1922 
Rev. J.R. Coulter Palisade March 27. 1922 
Wdliam Hermann 68eHord April 24, 1922 
Dr. Ridley 603 Ouray June 3, 1922 
William Slark 4 M(iIes) Nonh WeSI June 14, 1922 
Earl Wlliley T ... , June 13. 1922 
Bert McMillen Cliftoo July 28, 1922 
W.W. Moore 247 Rood September 19, 1922 
J.P. Downey 1140 Rood September 19, 1922 
Harris Jones 631 Ouray Octobef 9 , 1922 
J.G. Conley 1001 Gunnison Noverrber 2, 1922 
JA Panslord Colorado /INa. Docernber, 1922 

(New Fire Box) September 16, 1925 --, 624 North 41h February 6, 1923 
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Nome 
Catholic Rectory 
Mrs. Dean McCarty 
JOot'", Hawkins 
S.E. Winlefbaum 
J,M. Vinton 
N. Grasso 
AI De Merehma" 
B.M. Benge 
Lee W. Burgess 
Dr. Bush 
WIlliam Miller 
S.J. Bond 
A.H. Jordan 
Wyman Sanford 
W.H. Fiene 
W.S. Meek 
J.t . Huff 
W.J. Lee 
Pete Jouflas 
E.F.Il'Igram 
C.C. Whipple 
Charles Lumley 
J.C. Nealy 
T. Vandemos 
E.A. Holt 
OwIas K. Holmburg 
E.S. Bartow 
Fr8l1k E. KJmbal 
H.M. Webbef 
H.L. Broman 
l .G. Hllimleln 

Addreu 
White AYenue 
Cliftoll 
752 Ouray 
1059 Ouray 
S23 Rockaway 
924 North First 
735 Chipeta 
1161 WMe 
1019 Rood 
1154 Ouray 
Orchard Mesa 
960 Hill 
Palisade 
1261 Ouray 
1312 Ouray 
1260 Ouray 
East 01 Town 
Pauade 
341 Gunnison 
Fruitvale 
151t1 and Rood 
S50 Ute -... 
445 Chipeta 
1059 Colorado 
1203 Ouray 
909 Ouray 
1031 Colorado 
South Fifth 51. 
1010 Wtlite 
1210 Colorado Ne. 
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Date Sold 
March 17, 1923 
Aprl 17. 1923 
May 20, 1923 
July 7, 1923 
October 4. 1923 
January 26, 1924 
April 22. 1924 
March 27. 1924 
March 16, 1924 
Apr~ 25. 1924 
May 24. 1924 
July 28, 1924 
July, 1924 
August 13, 1924 
AlIQust 15, 1924 
June 14, 1924 
Septembef 9, 1924 
september 22, 1924 
November 1. 1924 
November, 1924 
November 22. 1924 
December 9, 1924 
January 2. 1925 
February 26. 1925 
ApciI15, 1925 
March 23, 1925 
Apr~ 7, 1925 
ApciI 15, 1925 
May 7, 1925 
June 11 , 1925 
september II , 1925 
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"EARLY HISTORY OF 
THE GRAND JUNCTION 
HIGH SCHOOL BAND" 

by ue Schmidt 
Member of the 1923 &rnI 

Lee Schmidt was born in Grand Junction on July 3, 1914. He earned 
a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Southem 
California in 1936. For many years Mr. Schmidt was a partner in Schmidt 
Hardware. Presently Mr. Schmidt and his wife own International Travel 
Counselors. 

Our band, which is the oldest musical organization of its kind in 
Western Colorado, was founded in 1923 by Audrie L Stong, a Colorado 
native who was born in Ouray and graduated from Grand Junction 
High and the University of Colorado. Audrie's father was an 
optometrist with an office on South Fourth Street in the old U.S. Bank 
building. 

Audrie opened a music store in the SOO block of Main Street, which 
was the source of supply for our band. I question whether Audrie ever 
got paid for many of those instruments. 

He convinced the school board that music should be included in 
the high school curriculum. My dad, Alonzo M. "Lon" Schmidt, was 
a member of this board for many years. 

During these early years money was raised for unifonns and instru
ments by staging the Band Follies in the beautiful new Ava10n Theatre 
(now the Cooper Theater) which was completed in 1923. The writer 
sang and danced in several of these shows. Incidentally, many fine road 
shows played at the Avalon and we had three days of Orpheurn 
Vaudeville each week because the acts were between bookings in Salt 
Lake City and Denver. 
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Audrie managed to keep a band going during the summer 
months and we filled engagements at Strawberry Days in Glenwood 
Springs and Fourth of July celebrations in Ouray and Telluride. 
The big event in these rwo towns was the Annual Hose Fight on 
Main Street by the rival volunteer Fire Department Hose 
Companies. 

I recall one incident in Ouray that could have been serious. As their 
nine-year-old mascot. I preceded the band by a block and fired the 
Schmidt Hardware Company to-gauge Winchester cannon, which 
kicked like a mule. The streets were all gravel in those days, and my 
cannon shot peppered the legs of Audrie's mother so that she required 
"emergency" treatment by the local Main Street druggist. 

Another Glenwood trip turned out sadly. We all got to swim free 
in the famous Glenwood pool after our parade. Some of our better 
swimmers were trying to swim underwater from the central fountain 
to the bank, a distance of about thirty yards. One of our trumpet 
players, Rossen McClain, did not make it. Rescuers recovered his body 
from the bottom of the pool. An autopsy determined Rossen had 
suffered a heart attack. 

In those days a trip to Glenwood took about four and one half 
hours, so we had to leave by individual cars about 4 a.m. and stop for 
a barbeque breakfast in Plateau Canyon. There was no highway up 
the Colorado River from Plateau Creek to De Beque then. 

Audrie Stong organized the first Western Colorado Band Contest 
in t923, and it was held on a wooden platform on the east side of Firth 
Street berween Main and Rood. This location was shady in the after
noon, thanks to the Grand Valley Bank across the street, the town's 
only tall building. 

The flnit "festivals" were later held in the Avalon Theatre and they 
were real "contests." The three C lass A bands participating were Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta. and they were judged first, second, and 
third place each year. Uoyd Hillyer was the director at Montrose and 
Ivan Miller at Delta. The rivalry was intense among the three schools, 
and it was said that, if Montrose did not win the top spot. the wholesale 
salesmen out of Grand Junction might as well stay home because there 
would ,be no orders available in the Montrose area. 

As the years went by our bands participated in other band contests 
including an annual one in Price, Utah, to which we traveled by train. 
Also, one year we traveled all the way to a State Contest in Denver. 
In order to earn our keep we stopped ovemight in Gypsum the first 
night and in Salida the second night and played in their high school 
gym>. 
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The climax of Audrie Stong's career came when he took our band 
to the 1930 International Elks' Convention in Los Angeles. Audrie had 
been out to the coast and had watched the famous University of 
Southern California Trojan Band march during halftime in the Los 
Angeles Coliseum. They had new uniforms consisting of plus-four 
knickers and cardinal and gold striped blazers, which were a radicaJ 
departure from the typical military band unifonn of the day. Audrie 
managed to sell the school board and band parents on these_ same style 
uniforms, except the jackets were orange and black. They made a big 
hit in Los Angeles but were much less popular in Audrie's home town. 
Some of these jackets are seen today at the annual Lions Carnival in 
February. Audrie left Grand Junction to become the bandmaster at 
Pasadena Junior College which later became 'Pasadena City College. 
He automatically became director of the famous Rose Bowl Band that 
performed each New Year's Day. 

Audrie finally retired from the band business and became Dean of 
Men at Pasadena City College. He retired and passed away just a few 
years ago. He brought his Rose Bowl Band to Grand Junction one 
year and played a concert before a huge crowd at Lincoln Park. We 
managed to round up about a dozen ofltis original players and surprised 
him by malcing it through "Our Director" march. which Audrie used 
to write the lyrics for our traditional fight song. 

For the most part the GrandJunction High School Band has been 
blessed with excellent directors during its history. Most notable beside 
Audrie Stong were William (Bill) Gould and Marion Oake) Jacobs. Bill's 
tenure ~as from 1932 to 1941 when he left to pursue a successful career 
as bandmaster of the famous University of Southern California Trojan 
Band in Los Angeles. Until his death Bill continued to return here for 
class reunions. Also Steve Newton is well remembered. 

Jake was our conductor for 36 years. from 1941 to 1977, except for 
a short period w hen he seved on active duty in the anned forces bands. 
During this period Charles Steen, owner of a local music store and 
woodwind teacher, kept the band in good shape. J ake retired in 19n 
and died shortly after. 

During this period the annual Service Clubs Luncheon was started. 
The band parents cooked and served the turkey dinner in the Lincoln 
Park Auditorium. I can remember a few years when they could not 
raise the temperature in the old bam above freezing and everyone 
listened to the fine Chrismlas music in their overcoats! This important 
tradition sponsored by the Rotary Club is still held each December. 

During these years our honor band has been invited to represent 
Colorado at several World Fairs including the ones at Seattle. 
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Washington; Montreal, Canada; and Knoxville, Tennessee. Also, they 
have enjoyed several trips to Hawaii, Disneyland. Disneyworld. and 
the Rose Festival in Portland, Oregon. 

The Grand Junction High School Band always participates in 
important local events and enjoys the reputation of not only providing 
important musical education for our young people but also is a real 
"selling" organization for our community. 
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"TRANSCENDENTAL 
TWISTED TREES AND 

ENOS MILLS" 
by Jeff Brigham 

Jeff Brigham is Professor of Teacher Education at Metropolitan State 
College. He is presently on assignment with the Mesa-Metro Teacher 
Education Program, Mesa State College. 

Author's Note - Enos Mills, 1870-1922, the father of Rocky Mountain 
National Park, came to Colorado at the age of fifteen in search of a 
climate that might relieve his asthmatic condition. At this age he began 
work on the now famous cabin that is a quarter-mile off Colorado 
Highway 7, seven miles south of Estes Park. It was designated a historic 
site in 1983; and a celebration in 1985 sponsored by Rocky Mountain 
National Park marked its centennial. 

Enos Mills served Colorado as state snow observer, deputy state 
engineer, mountain guide, naturalist and author. In these various 
capacities Mills wandered about the Westem Slope of Colorado. He 
was frequently spotted making his snow depth inquiries or diagnosing 
the well-being of flora and fauna. His trail schools, books and lectures 
taught many thousands to love the forests and to understand and to 
protect wildlife. It is no wonder that he has been referred to as 
"Colorado's John Muir." 

A list of books authored by Enos Mills follows this article. 

While he was still a very young boy, Enos Mills' mother interested 
him in natural history. Her vast array of stories about nature a1ways 
intrigued him. So, when Mills was sent west from Kansas to improve 
his asthmatic condition, he fulfilled firsthand his own considerable 
preoccupation with natural wonders. 
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Photo COIJrtesy of Enos 1.1;11$ Cabin 

E,ws Mills CAbill 

He was but fifteen years old when he began work on his cabin at 
the foot of Twin Sisters Peak. Its location proffered an uninterrupted 
view of Long's Peak and was nestled among ponderosa pines at the 
successional edge of a beaver-dammed meadow. 

This meditative naturalist, who was to become the vigorous 
campaigner for the creation of Rocky Mountain National Park, 
recorded his day-to-day observations of how animals acted and how 
their habitats underwent change. In so doing, Mills noted the 
adaptability of many natural, envirOlUllemaJ features in various Western 
Slope and Front Range ecosystems. He noted in 1920, over thirty years 
after he became a self proclaimed nature-watcher, that "each species 
has developed its peculiar way of making a living ... also a curious 
strategy and ... means of defense."1 He was referring at the time to 
wild animals. Yet, he had already expressed great curiosity in the 
abundant species of trees and had begun keeping extensive journals 
regarding woodland mutations in various natural communities in 
Colorado.2 

Mills found particularly interesting those aspens and conifers that 
exhibited twists, bends and convolutions. As in the instances of those 
natural phenomena for which he could find no written explanations, 
Mills embarked on exhaustive first-hand research into the reasons why 
some trees were twisted while others nearby displayed perfectly 
perpendicular line structures. He ascertained that the bark of trees 
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oftentimes belied their twists. Other trees, through their general 
configuration, gave proof of a twirled cast beneath the bark. Twisted 
trees, he discovered, exhibited wood fibers that were coiled round and 
round as the turns of a screw. 

His twisted tree queries had begun to include numerous people 
involved professionally or avocationally with the out-of-doors. He was 
told the wind was the chief cause of deviations from the normally 
straight grains of trees.3 Lumbermen informed him that it was the 
nature of soft woods, like pines and firs, to twist from left to right, 
and the somewhat harder woods, such as aspens, from right to left. 

An old prospector thought thar dryncss was the chief cause •.. and 
took me to a dry. wind-swept ridge where most oftke tn:-es wl."re twisted, 
as their naked tronks revealed. But we examined trees in a nearby wet 
place and, removing Ihe bark from a number of dead trees, found that 
they. too, were twisted. Both those in the dry and in the wet places were 
rooted in and upon almost unshattered rock. 4 

A recent study of twisted trees appears to have been inspired by 
Mills' thorough research of unusual natural phenomena. The 
contemporary researcher explained the twisting of trees as the "right 
hand" or the "left hand concept".5 If his observer can place his right 
hand with the fingers along the grooves in the wood (and parallel with 
these grooves) and his right thumb points upward toward the top of 
the trees, he has encountered a "right handed tree" or a right-twist 
pattern.s 

Mills concluded "the most closely twisted trees" of his investiga
tions, to be limber pine of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, from an 
altirude of8,000 feet to timberline or somewhat above 11,000 feet. "And 
the most intensely twisted specimens of these were trees that grew in 
the most trying conditions at timberline - contending with high winds, 
drouths, sudden changes of temperature and an excess of rocks in the 
soi!."7 

Additional scrutinies of twisted trees proved to Mills that it was the 
latter factor which was most influential to their convoluted structures. 
He unearthed innumerable twisted trees and their straight-grained 
neighbors. Rock resistance, he recorded, appeared to be the chief cause 
of twisted growth patterns - left and right.s After many investiga
tions over the years, a particular examination of two trees which grew 
side by side, seemed to say it all for Mills. "One of these is twisted and 
the other straight-grained. The straight-grained one is standing in deep 
soil and the other in shallow soil rooted in the cracks of a ncarby solid 
rock."9 
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Photo counasy 01 Enos Mills Cabin 

A typital 1IIlisted /nmk 

Years later Mills was passing through a stand of fire-ki lled pines. 
Their bark, blistered by the fire , had dropped off. and Mills observed 
the nC)(urc of their grains. He circled around the stand until he had 
counted 64 t\vistoo trees; 53 of these showed a left-hand twist .IO He 
determined that there is an inherited tendency in trees to twist. which 
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may logically be either to the right or to the left. "A single lodgepole 
with hoarded seeds in a burnerl-over area may have a thousand 
descendants within a stone's throW."" 

He often found seedlings that were twisted standing alongside other 
trees that had not begun to twirl until they were two or more inches 
in diameter. And he observed that, if inheritance were not the factor, 
then the roots of those normal young trees which have to work their 
way into the cracks and crevices in rocks, eventually display a 
convoluted growth pattern.. 

Mter a few years' growth, the roots ... expanded. completely ftlling 
the cracks and ttevicn, which in many cases are small. 1be growth ~ 
tinuing. the rocks exert a choking pressure upon the expanded roou. 12 

Just how this resisu.nce of the rocks is related to the development 
r:L the tift roou, to the gathering nourishment, water, and the food which 
it contains, plant phys~logy may sometime explain. But every twisted 
tree that I have examined grew in a rocky place where the roots were 
wedged among crevices in almost solid rock that couJd not be split wider 
apart.13 

While Mills appeared to have resolved for himself the puzzle of trees 
that twist, he leav~ his reader with the assurance that each ruverse 
natural habitat is additionally enhanced ecologically and aesthetically 
by these doubly durable corkscrewed forms. They beckon the nature 
observer into other awaiting discernments. 

JJ 
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