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"DEVELOPMENT OF 
GRAND JUNCTION AND THE 

COLORADO RIVER VALLEY TO 
PALISADE FROM 1881 

TO 1931-Part II" 
by Mary Rajt 

CHAPTER V 
BEET SUGAR INDUSTRY AND GENERAL FARMING 

Fanners started investigating the possibility of raising sugar 
beets in the Grand Valley in 1887. These experiments showed that 
Grand Valley beets ranked among the best, some testing as high 
as 19~ percent sugar content. 1 Many believed that a good yield of 
superior quality beets cou1d be grown with as little labor as any 
other crop. In view of these facts, residents hoped that a sugar 
factory would soon be located in Grand Junction. The Grand JurJdion 
NnvJ stated that such a factory should utilize the product from a 
large acreage, give employment to local labor, distribute money in 
the community annually. and double the value of every acre 
of farm land in the valley.2 

Tariff uncertainties delayed development. In 1893, Mr. Charles E. 
Mitchell of Grand Junction visited the Lern, Utah, factory, and 
brought representatives of the Utah Sugar Company to western 
Colorado. Test plots of beets were grown and in 1894 three can 
were shipped to the Lehi factory. The results were good. No further 
action was taken until 1899 when disturbances in Cuba made it 
difficult to get sugar from there. Mr. C.£. Mitchell and Mr. eN. 
Cox took the matter up, pointing out that vacant land, fuel, a 

4 



market. and the high sugar content of beets should make beet sugar 
manufacture successful around Grand Junction. 

1bese men worked long and hard to secure a sugar factory for the 
locality. 1be company which considered building a plant demanded 
that 3,500 acres of beets be planted under contract with the factory, 
1,500 acres ofland be given as a bonus. and that local people buy stock 
in the enterprise.3 In November 1898 it was announced that these COn
ditions had been met, and a plant would be erected in time to handle 
the next season's beet crop. Beet growers contracted their crops for 
the next three years with a company later known as the Colorado Sugar 
Manufacturing Company. The contract price was $4.25 per ton 
delivered.4 Work began at once in order to complete the plant for that 
season's run. 

Colorado's first beet sugar factory started its initia1 run in November 
1899, too late to allow the harvest of all the beets before cold weather. 
Though part of the crop froze in the ground, both growen and the 
management of the factory gained valuable experience.s 

As the raising of sugar beets has continued, both advantages and 
disadvantages have been found. Irrigation is an advamage, for water 
can be had as needed in the spring and through the growing season; 
as the end of the growing season approaches, water is turned off to 
allow the beet to m ature with a high sugar content. Sugar beets are 
a stable crop, having a guarameed cash market. Tops, pulp, and 
molasses are by-products which aid materially to the value of beet 
growing. These by-products put cattle, sheep, and hogs in good con
dition for market in less time and at less cost than any other feed.' 

Insect pests and plant disease have prevented the sugar beet fanners 
from m aking satisfactory profits some years. For example, during the 
first year beet growers lost heavily because of damage done by cater
pillars.1 Blight injured some sections in 1905.' In 1930 the crop was 
below average because of nematode damage. This parasite stings the 
leaf. which runu yellow and curls up, thus causing the plant to be defi
cient in its sugar content.' Seep water also offered a serious problem 
to the beet growers.10 In 1915 the field agent of the Western Sugar and 
Land Company found the situation serious. He stated that some land 
which had earlier produced a good tonnage of beets had become 
useless, and the company would no longer contract it. Wherever 
seepage affected the land, the tonnag{' per acre decreased. II Drainage 
has remedied the problem to a great extent, however. 

The new industry was launched with great enthusiasm. The Colo
rado Sugar Manufacturing Company advertised for five hundred 
farmers [ 0 raise beets in Grand Valley. Profits would result in 
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proportion to the tonnage of marketable beets produced. In a banner 
fruit country, the company stated. beets grown between rows offruit 
trees would yield from forty to fIfty dollars an acre.12 The company 
also offered prizes for highest percentage of sugar and purity per ton, 
on tracts of various mes.13 

The Grand Junction Business Men's Beet Growers' Association fur
nished literature, and many businessmen offered to furnish land and 
water to people who would raise beets, or hire labor. After the flt'St 
year they felt there would be no difficulty in getting sufficient acreage 
of beets to maintain the factory.14 

Throughout the spring and sununer of 1899 the Grand Junction News 
ran a Sugar Beet DepartmenL "IWo columns of the front page were 
devoted to articles on methods of cultivation and items of general 
interest to growers. 

The Colorado Sugar Manufacturing Company had fmanciaI dif
ficulties from the first. Growers demanded better prices; the acreage 
of beets did not increase as had been anticipated; and, in 1902, no beets 
were grown. in 1903 the Western Sugar and Und Company purchased 
the factory at Grand Junction, together with 3,800 acres of landis 

The plant reswned operations under the new company in 1904. That 
year for the first time large numbers of sheep and cattle were brought 
in to be fed on beet pulp. To accommodate the animals, pens were 
built near the factory. At that time the stock was owned by individuals 
who brought it in from Utah and Idaho." Later the company 
purchased cattle which it fattened and marketed. 

No decided change came in the sugar industry until the World War. 
The acreage of beets steadily increased, with a corresponding increase 
in output of sugar and money paid to the growers. The capacity of 
the factory was increased in 1911. The company offered an option 
between a flat rate of five dollars a ton for beets or a sliding scale. 
dependent upon sugar content and purity.17In 1917 a slight reduction 
in price occurred. This, the company stated, was due to the Under
wood Tariff. Jt resulted in a reduced acreage. which only supplied the 
Western Slope market the foUowing season. 

The World War had made procuring beet seed difficult. In 1915, 
as the war also caused a period of rapid1y rising prices for beets, Western 
Slope growers decided to produce their own beet seed" 

The sugar factory in Grand Junction was sold to the HoUy Cor
poration in 1916. The new company installed improvements at the fac
tory. and adopted the policy of sharing profits with the beet growers 
if the price of sugar rose between the time of signing the contract and 
the maturity of the crop.19 Increased prices led to a greater acreage 
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of beets. Much new land under the High Line irrigation project was 
devoted to the cultivation of beets. The price paid per ton in 1919 was 
$12.60.20 In 1920 the HoUy Company distributed SI,300,OOO for beets 
and labor. That same year, the HoUy Company built a factory at Delta, 
as the acreage of beets was considered sufficient to justify two plants.:l1 

This prosperity proved to be of short duration. Declining prices 
due to post-war conditions caused a decreased production of sligar 
beets. Some years there was difficulty in securing the acreage necessary 
to justify the continued operation of the plant. Average production for 
these years was about fifty to sixty thousand tons of beets.22 

In June 1929, it was announced that the Holly factory in Grand 
Junction would not operate that season. Owing to a drop in prices the 
three preceding years, many former growers did not sign contracts. 
Insufficient acreage on the Western Slope led to the dosing of the Grand 
Junction factory. The more economical Delta plant continued to 
operate. About 3,700 acres were contracted in the vicinty of Grand 
Junction. Beets delivered there were billed to Delta. TIle contract price 
was seven dollars a ton; the sliding scale added nearly one dollar to this.ZI 

The sugar industry expressed hope that the acreage on the Western 
Slope might increase to the point where both factories could be 
operated again, a hope not yet realized. Due to the chaotic condition 
of the sugar industry, the 1931 contract price was not announced until 
March. It contained a minimum guarantee ofS5.50 a ton, with an addi
tional fifty cents a ton guaranteed to the growers provided the price 
of sugar did not fall below 54.25 per hundred pounds between 
September First and July First. The company promised a material 
reduction in the cost of hand labor.2A 

TIle closing of the sugar factory was a severe blow to GrandJunc
rion in terms oflost revenue. It had been for many years an important 
economic factor in the community. Businessmen, eager to have the 
factory rcopen, made efforts to interest more fanners in beet raising. 
Despite the small number of famlers willing to raise beets at prices 
offered, it was stated in the fall of 1930 that the sugar beet was the 
only crop in the immediate vicinity of Grand Junction bringing 
adequate retunlS to the grower.25 

Work in the sugar factory and the beet fields brought Mexican labor 
to the Grand Valley. Some of these laborers left the vicinity; others 
have remained and have. suffered from lack of employment. 

The earliest industry in the Grand Valley was general farming to 
meet the needs of senlers and to supply nearby mining camps. After 
a few years, fruit raising proved to be more profitable and general fann
ing dwindled. Fanners held that crops raised between rows of fruit trees 
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did more damage to the Ol"chard than was justified by the value of the 
crop produced. 2II!i and they dropped this pr.lCtice during Pl"(lSperous fruit 
years, so that the orchards might be cultivated to a greater advantage. 

General fanning gained in favor as prices for fruit feU. Growers 
sought to add to their income by cropping land between tree rows. 
Fruit prices continued low for a number of years, and the contract 
price for beets was cut in 1914. These factors turned many toward 
general fanning. New land opened under the High line irrigation 
project was largely devoted to general farm crops. War prices further 
stimulated the industry. 

After fruit prices fell, beginning about 1913. the fanner was advised 
to diversify his crops to make the valley more nearly self supporting. 
Fanners should not depend on fruit alone. but raise alfalfa, grain.. 
vegetables and livestock.. 27 The valley did not have pl"oper marketing 
connections. yet packed meat, grain for the local m.il.l, and other com
modities wel"e shipped in, when many of these could be supplied by 
local farmers.28 

The poultry industry was in the valley on a small scale from the 
first. By 1909 the industry had grown until the Grand. Junction poultry 
show was the second largest in the state.29 Poultry I"aising continued 
to hold its place, and in more recent years has incl"eased rapidly. In 
1923 twenty-five cars of poultry wel"e shipped from Gn.nd Junction.30 

In 1927 the Intermountain Poultry Co-operative Marketing Associa
tion was organized to facilitate marketing poultry and eggs. The out
put of both had far outgrown local demands. and prices had not been 
satisfactory.31 

Turkey I"aising began to assume importance in western Colorado 
about this rime, and has continued to grow. Most of the turkeys are 
raised no rth and west of Grand Junction but are handled by Grand 
Junction shipping associations. 

In 1930 the Western Colorado Poultry Association, which super
ceded older organizations, was organized to solve marketing 
problems.32 Another organization, the Mutual Creamery, handles eight 
to ten carloads of eggs a year, furnishing a cash market.33 

The first creamery was established in Gund Junction in 1913. 
Prior to that time dairy products had been shipped into the 
valley. With increasing diversification, the dairying business grew 
rapidly. In 1924 it was I"anked second to fruit growing." In 
1923, the creamery shipped thirty-six cadoads of butter out 
of the valley.35 The industry has continued to grow. There are; 
now three creameries and a cooperative butter shipping association 
operating in Grand Junction. 
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The raising of swine became quite important during the readjust
ment perioo. In addition to supplying all local needs. a surplus was 
shipped to Denver and eastern markets with satisfactory results.315 Hog 
raising has since increased in importance. The chief markets are to the 
west, in particular Salt Lake City and California. 

During the war years there was enthusiastic effort to increase 
agrieulturallands. A meeting held at the Chamber of Commerce in 
Grand Junction, April 1 I. 1917. heard messages from Director A.P. 
Davis of the Reclamation Service and Secretary of Interior Frank K. 
Lane urging that the cultivated area under all reclamation projects be 
increased. It was pointed out that spring wheat, sugar beets, potatoes, 
or alfalfa could bring good returns to the Grand Valley fanner. The 
government granted a low water rate, ten cents per acre foot, to 
leases.37 

The Water Users' Association also backed this move, offering 2000 
acres of High Line land rent free to any applicants who desired to break 
it and put it in crops. A committee from the Chamber of Commerce 
solicited funds to tinance farmers. 38 

Grains and alfalfa were raised on the valley's irrigated lands long 
enough for the farmer to learn to work to the best advantage, with 
a fair average of productiveness. In 1921 com grown on Orchard Mesa 
took first prize at the Chicago grain and hay exhibition.39 

Proouction of alfalfa seed proved remunerative. This industry 
started in 1913, an alfalfa mill was instaUed, and in 1916 the value of 
the crop rose to an estimated $80,000. 

A Fann Bureau was organized in 1919; representatives from the 
agricultural college and a government agent aided the organization. 
A fair membership was gained . ..., The foUowing year the Fanner's 
Unions over the valley attempted to extend the scope of their activities 
to include the collective marketing of fann crops.·' 

In 1929, the DaU)' Semilk'i painted the optimistic statement that 
"Diversified farming had brought success to the valley's fanners, and 
placed the ranchers on a sound financial footing. Livestock., poultry, 
turkeys and cash crops take their place with fruits as a source of 
revenue."42 

The Agricultural and Industrial section of the Daif)' Senti"el 
in February 1931 advised the fanner to insure himself a cash crop 
by growing some contract crops; then if speculative crops fail, 
he will not suffer a total loss. The fanner has met disappointment 
due to disease, insecu, and overworked soil, but the chief hardship 
remains the market conditions. The added labor and the cost of 
water tax make it difficult for the farmer in an irrigated district 
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to raise and market crops in competition with fanners of non-irrigated 
districts. 

TItere are several outlets for cash crops grown under a contraCt 
which designates the price to be paid on delivery of the crop. This 
largely eliminates hazards. 1\vo canneries are operating; each uses only 
such contract crops as tomatoes, green beans, pumpkins, peppers and 
carrots. Any of these crops should yiekl the grower one hundred donars 
per acre. lbe Grand Junction Seed Company also contracts crops. ~ 
finn has established a nationwide reputation for "Mile-Hi" seeds, and 
has steadily increased its acreage. Cucumbers, melons and tomatoes 
raised for seed have proven profitable, as have some flowers. 1be 
acreage for this company remains limited, as raising seeds for 
commercial purposes requires special training. 
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CHAPTER VI 
DEVELOPMENT OF GRAND }UNCTION 

The city of Grand Junction, established in the fall of 1881 at the 
confluence of the Grand and Gunnison Rivers, continued a steady 
growth. It passed through the stages of development similar to most 
frontier towns. By 1900 the city boasted a population of 3,503,1 and 
its enthusiastic citizens felt that it was the future metropolis of western 
Colorado. In 1905 the Daily SmtWl characterized Grand Junction as 
an up-to--date western city. There was at that time one million doUars 
in cash on deposit in the banks of the city.2 

The 1910 census recorded a popu1ation of 7.754 for Grand Junc
tion. The census of 1920 showed that the city had made a gain of 11.7 
percent in population in ten years, making it 8,665.3 The low point 
between these dates was the sununer of 1916. with ahout seven 
thousand residents. In conunenting on the census report, local papers 
stated that few new houses had been built in the decade. Grand Junc
tion could house no more people in comfort. and homes had to be 
built if the town was to grow." Fifteen families, unable to get residences, 
left town during September 1919. Business interests joined to launch 
a building campaign. Lumber companies began erecting new dweU
ingl for rent or for sale on a partial payment plan. s 

The census of 1930 showed Grand Junction as having a population 
of 10,459. Ninety-two percent of the population were native born 
Americans, 7.07 percent were foreign bom..48 percent Negro, .05 per
cent Indian, and .01 percent Japanese. I)qx>sits in two banks. December 
31, 1930. totalled $3,493,925.11 

The earliest water system soon proved inadequate. It did not fur
nish sufficient water to flush sewers, which the city council considered 
installing in 1894. The council discussed bringing mountain water to 
the town, but that proposition was dropped, as it would involve too 
heavy an indebtedness,7 The city wished to construct its own water 
system. The GrandJunction Water Company, which had installed the 
earlier system, delayed this action with an injunction which prevented 
the city from issuing bonds. The courts held that the city might pur
chase the company's waterworks at an appraised valuation at the end 
often years' service. In 1899 the plant was purchased and a contract 
granted to bring a water supply from the Gunnison River.8 

The question of bringing mountain water to Grand Junction was 
again opened in the spring of 1906. Kannah Creek. .some miles southeast 
of the city, was selected as the best source of supply. Once again litiga
tion concerning the sale of water bonds, and the awarding of the 
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contract for constructing the system foUowed'lbis was settled in 1909. 
Then further lawsuits followed over land values, as the city wished to 
acquire a right of way.IO A satisfactory settlement was reached. the 
system completed, and "Mountain Water Day" celebrated August 4, 
1912. A spectacular pageant and sports events made up the day's pro
gnm.l1 The city has since fenced the source of the water supply to 
prevent contamination.12 

The Grand Junction Electric and Gas Company had buut a plant 
in 1903. In 1909 electric street railway service superceded the old hOr-5e
car system, and Grand Junction celebrated the opening of the first 
electric railway system on the Western Slope. '3 In June of that year 
the GrandJunction electric street railway, the light, gas, and ice plants 
merged into one company.'· 

City leaders contemplated interurban lines. to operate in conjunc
tion with the Grand Junction Street Railway Company. These lines 
were to reach Palisade, Fruita, Montrose. and Plateau Valley. The com
pany prepared to start work on the line to Palisade, but failed to obtain 
a right-of-way because of high land values in that district. The Fruita 
line was then undertaken. It was completed and opened in July 1910.15 

Busses replaced the city street cars late in 1926." Soon after that 
passenger service over the interurban line was discontinued. Freight 
cars still ran on the line, especially during the canning season to bring 
in produce. 

The utility company found it necessary to increase the capacity of 
its power plant frequently to keep pace with the growing demands of 
the city and valley. Grand Junction utilities were bought by the Cities 
Service Company in 1926.17 

In September 1930, a natural gas weU north of Fruita was success
fully tapped. Production was estimated at thirty million feet daily. Th.is 
gas is still being piped to Grand Junction in 1931. Increasing industrial 
development to create a greater market for the gas is being stressed.1S 

Grand Junction rejected a plan for a murucipallight plant in the April 
1931 eJection, for local, and largely economic, reasons. The division 
did no( follow political party lines. The Public Service Company serves 
districts outside the city. This service includes a pumping plant which 
supplies the Redlands, a large area southwest of Grand Junction. with 
irrigation water. Public Service Company promised to redUCe rates and 
to construct two hydroelectric plants in the vaDey. People of the city 
have not been satisfied with the municipally owned water system; it 
owes about S700.000 in 1931, and it has been twenty-three years since 
the system was completed Grand Junction raised rates in the spring 
of 1931 because funds were needed for replacement. The city feared 
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a S750.000 indebtedness. The present franchise of the Public Service 
Company allows the city to regulate rates. The opposition to the 
municipal plant had several advantages: the only newspaper opposed 
the plan, preliminary organizational work had been done thoroughly. 
and the Public Service employees were well organized. TIle proponents 
of the plan lacked a specific proposal. 11 

The city procured a municipal aviation 6eld northeast of town. 
Improvement was delayed. but in 1929 hangars were constructed. 
Grand Junction established charter air service in November 1929, with 
local flights to Denver and Salt Lake City. The airfares approximated 
railroad fares to those points. The Public Utilities Commission of Colo
rado in September 1930 granted the Pike's Peak Air Commerce Com
pany the right to operate regularly between Eastern and Western Slope 
points.20 

!he people of Grand. Junction had believed, ahnost since the town's 
founding, that it was the logical smelting center for Western Slope ores. 
Many unsuccessful efforts have been made to locate a smelter there. 
In 1902 the Loder Company was ready to construct a pyritic smelter 
as soon as Grand Junction donated a site, subscribed for part of the 
srock, and arranged satisfactory freight rates for ores. These terms were 
met by the end of the year, and consb'Uction started.21 The smelter, 
with a capacity of 400 tons a day, was for low grade ores. Several facton 
made the venrure look good; more ores had been promised than could 
be used, the location seemed advantageous, coal was plentifu1 and 
cheap, there was a large territory to be served. and there were a variety 
of ores available.22 

The smelter was ready for business late in 1905. The company had 
been accumu1ating ores for the preceding year and a half. Railroads 
had granted favorable rates, and the smelter officials expected unlimited 
amounts of ores cou1d now be shipped from Aspen, Ouray and 
Telluride districts.23 However, the smelter was a disappointment and 
operated only a short time. Internal dissension and failure to obtain 
the promised ore led to the smelter's failure. 

1be Colorado Chemical and Spray Manufacturing Company (the 
narne later changed to the Latimer Chemical Company) has had a spec
tacular and interesting development. Incorporated in 1905 .. this com
pany entered a new field of business, with a capacity to produce only 
a few barrels of spray daily. It has since grown to be one of the largest 
plants of its kind.:z. 

The GrandJunction Clay Products Company, a successful concern 
incorporated in 1923 which uses local materials for the manufacrure 
ofits products, has lowered the cost ofbrick, and stimulated building 
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with that materiaL The company's output is sold throughout western 
Colorado and eastern Utah.25 

Two flour mills operate successfuUy in Grand Junction. These mills 
use all available grain produced in the district and ship in some from 
outside. 

Building and loan associations have been a great factor in the 
development of Grand Junction. They have furnished capital for safe 
investrnent, a service always needed in a new and growing community. 
They have brought in needed capital from the East and. furnished 
investtnent for local capital. 

l'he federal industrial census of 1930 gave GrandJunction a high 
rating as a business city. It was credited with business totalling 
$9.265,962 ·annuaUy. lhere are 196 retail stores., with a combined payroll 
of $1,029,608. Of these stores. 168 are "single store independents," 4 
are two- and thrce-chain multiples. 8 are units of local chains. 4 are 
sectional chains, and 11 are uruts of national chains. Single store 
independents do eighty percent of the entire retail business of Grand 
Junction, and chain stores conduct twenty percent.2fI 

Wholesaling has become an enormow factor in the business life 
of the community. Grand Junction is the second largest distnbuting 
point in Colorado.27 

As a business center, Grand Junction enjoys an advantageous loca· 
tion. Its territory extends from the crest of the Rocky Mountains to 
the crest of the Wasatch. The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad 
has recognized this by granting Grand Junction the same rates as a 
distributing point as they granted to Salt Lake City.:!II It has a more 
intimate acquaintance with the western Colorado and eastern Utah 
territory (its merchants. its resources, its capabilities, its past, its present, 
and its problems), and is therefore better equipped than are more distant 
markets to serve the needs of the merchants of this territory. For those 
in its territory, Grand Junction offers prompt delivery, has almost all 
desired merchandise, and offers merchandise at competitive prices.:!II 

Businessmen see a good future for Grand Junction because of its 
location in the Colorado River Valley and the natural resources of the 
Western Slope. Population will grow. As the only large city within three 
hundred miles, Grand Junction will continue 10 be the trade center 
of this section and, consequently, such nationally known finns as Crane 
O'Fallon. Morey Mercantile Company, and many others have chosen 
to establish branch houses in the location. The city's dominant slatus 
also makes il the material center for the jobbing carried on by local 
concerns.XI Grand Junction's wholesaling business reaches into millions. 
It is probably the largest single industry in the City.31 
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In 1905. the Daily SmtulLl commented on Gr-and Junction's promi
nence and said that it opened a new era in the city's growth. Before 
that time, trade had been confmed to residents of the city and county. 
This influx of trade was attributed partly to the increased number of 
good mercantile houses which offered prices comparable to those in 
Denver and Pueblo.32 

R.J. Derry opened a pioneer jobbing house in Grand Junction in 
1890, handling tobacco. cigars, and confections. TIle business continued 
to grow as the Derry-Blackwell Company until it was purchased in 
1930 by the C.D. Smith Drug Company. a successful local wholesale 
and manufacturing business established in 1910.33 

Many local wholesalers offer some local goods. The Rettig Pack
ing Plant uses much locally produced livestock. Morey Mercantile 
Company contracts in advance the entire output of the Grand Valley 
cannery. and buys large quantities of C urrie canned goods.:M Gr-and 
Junction is also a shipping center for goods produced in the surround
ing territory such as livestock. wool. and a variety of agricultural and 
ho rticultural products. 

Another important development in Grand Junction's history was 
the post office. Postal receipts grew rapidly. and in 1900 G randJunc
lion applied for a post office building. 11 was ready for use inJune 1901.35 

The city inaugurated carrier service that year, and rural delivery for 
districts around G rand Junction started early in 1902.38 Grand Junc
tion asked again for a new federal building in 1908. Civic leaders based 
the request on the fact that, in the decade 1897 to 1907, the post office 
business had increased from 53.031.86 to $22,081.56 a year.37 In 1915 
the post office was raised to first class. In March of 1918, the post office 
moved into the new building, which is a fine structure and remains 
adequate for the needs of Grand Junction. 

Postal receipts increased steadily, with a rapid rise about 1920. 
Much of this increase has been attributed to the establishment 
of jobbing and manufacturing houses in Grand Junction. In 1929 
the total receipts amounted to $117,000.95. The receipts for 
1930 dropped to $103,985.01 due to the improved condition of 
roads and the corresponding increase of shipment by truck. A 
tie-up in railroads to the south forced shipments there to go 
by trucks for a time. The decrease in the mining industry on 
the Western Slope caused smaller shipments to and from mining 
districts.38 

Mter some years of agitation Grand Junction received a new 
railroad depot, which was put in service in 1906.» A new county 
courthouse was completed and opened in 1924.40 
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Several new organizations emerged to further the development of 
Grand Junction and vicinity. The first of these, the Western Slope 
Development Congress, met in Grand Junction in November 1909. 
Several hundred representatives from nearby distriCtS attended the con
gress. A pennanent organization resulted. Addresses were heard and 
resolutions adopted concerning the following issues: reclamation, 
freight rates, failure of railroads to furnish a sufficient number of 
refrigerator cars, Grand Junction as a comm on shipment point, 
protection of power sites, and opening of Paradox Valley.41 

The Mesa County Business Association was an attempt to interest 
people outside Grand Junction in publicity work. They sought members 
throughout the county. This organization secured valuable publicity 
for Grand VaDey. An article appeared in the NaliotW Irrigation Journal 
about the O rch ard Mesa irrigation system. Populor Mechnnics published 
an article on "Smudging in G rand Valley."42 Grand Junction's Fifty 
Thousand Club was organized to increase the population of the city 
to 50,000.43 This club urged all businessmen to bring as many people 
as possible to Grand Junction. 

A home industries campaign, conducted by the Chamber of Com
merce in 1913, resulted in another organization. the Western Slope 
Manufacturers' Association. The Association launched a city-wide cam
paign to increase the use of home products in 1914. The effort was 
successful because the consumption of such goods noticeably 
increased." 

Growth and development of a school system and increased enroll
ment gauge a city's development. A steady population growth has 
meant that the school district has had to provide facilities to an increas
ing number of residents. At some rimes rented quarters and half-day 
sessions have been necessary to relieve overcrowded conditions. 

TIle Grand Junction schools received the highest award for a general 
display at the Omaha exhibition in 1899.45 School enrollment at that 
time was ove.r 800. An exhibit of schoolwork sent to the State Fair 
in Pueblo in the fall of 1911 won first prizc for the best general work 
for a system of city schools." A statement issued in 1912 by the govern
ment census bureau showed that Grand Junction led all ciries in the 
state in percentage of enroiled school children.47 

A junior high school was established as a unit of the school 
system in 1918. The junior and senior high school buildings 
are now located on the same building site, in order that they 
can cut costs by sh aring the same ath1etic field, gymnasium, 
manual training rooms, shops. domestic science rooms, music 
rooms, cafeteria, and heating planL Free textbooks are furnished 
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throughout the public schools. Total enrollment for 19lO was 3.115, 
and 102 teachers were employed. q 

A parochial school, built by St. Joseph's Catholic Church, was 
opened in the fall of 1916.49 This school includes eight grades. 

A Mesa County Teachers' Convention was held in Grand Junction 
in 1893. Many complained that the county was so large they could not 
get to GrandJunction, and many teachers from the outlying sections 
of the county did not attcnd50 11tis remained an annual event, however, 
until the Colorado Educational Association was divided in 1916, and 
GrandJunction became the meeting place for the western division.51 
The meeting of this branch of the association has brought an increas
ing number of teachers to Grand Junction. In 19JQ enrollment sur
passed 900. This is the largest of numerous conventions held in Grand 
Junction. 

In 1896 enrollment at the Teller Institute grew to 144 students, 
representing nine tribes of Indians. The Utes had not attended the 
school to the extent that had been expected; so the school was filled 
from other tribes, especially those from the south. 

The Institute taught cooking, baking, sewing, laundry work, 
shoemaking, harness making, saddle making, carpentering. fanning, 
and stock raising. Students spent half the day in class work, and the 
other halfleaming a trade. Academic training covered most of the work 
of the first nine years of publie schools.52 By 1899 the enrollment had 

PhoIo oourtMy 01 n. MuI«Im 01 WesIem Colorado 
(State HofI'II & Training SChool CoIeeIiGn 79.66 [aD 

11u! Gra"d Valley'S Tell" Institute, lUI early ('fforr to ('dllcate Natiw AmericallS. 
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increased to 300, probably the largest the school obtained.53 Visitors 
and inspectors praised the school.54 

Late in 1907. the Indian school received word that all nonagency 
schools might be abolished. since the education of the Indians could 
be better and more cheaply handled on the reservations.55 Area 
residentlll expected the school property to be donated for some state 
institution. Many people suggested that this might be the opportunity 
for Grand Junction to obtain a normal school. Some favored convert
ing TeUer lnstitute into either an agricu1tural or a horticultural school. 58 

!be school was closed and turned over to the State of Colorado 
on July 1, 1911.57 For a number of years the buildings stood idle. In 
1917 and 1918 some individuals urged that the locality be converted 
to a recuperation camp for war veterans.58 

Early in 1919 there was talk of converting the Indian school property 
to a State Home and Farm for Mental Defectives. The school property 
is weD located for such a home. Buildings valued at over S2OO,OOO were 
available with few repair costs. The Indian School bill passed, making 
an appropriation of $300.000 for repairs and maintenance of a state 
home for mental defectives.59 TIle Bureau of Reclamation agreed to 
drain the land of seep water on a cost basis. This was done success
fully, and work of repairing buildings began at once. 

Late in 1920 patients began to arrive at the home. During the first 
few months. 186 came to the institution.GO In 1923 it was decided to 
move the children from the State Home for Mental Defectives at Ridge 
to Grand Junction.f ' TIle number of persons at the Grand Junction 
home is 268 in 1931 . 

The state home was fortunate in having a good school building. 
A principal and three teachers, experienced in work with the handi
capped. worked with those at the State Home. and have produced some 
surprisingly good resultlil. 

Some efforts have been made in Grand Junction toward adult 
education. Opportunity schools. primarily for the Americanization of 
the foreign population. have been received with enthusiasm by both 
men and women. 

Grand Junction has a good business college. The Hoel Business 
College was organized in 1909, and its steady growth since then proves 
that it meets a need in the intermountain district. 

TIle Western Slope had long felt that some state institution of higher 
learning should be located in that section of the state. The people of 
Grand Junction felt that their town was the logical location for the 
school. Grand Junction, aJong with Gunnison, Delta, and Glenwood. 
asked the legislature for a state nonnal college in 1905,&2 Gunnison won 
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the nonnal school in 1909.&3 In 1921 representatives from the Grand 
Valley approached the legislature again. asking for the establishment 
of a junior branch of the state university in Grand Junction. The bill 
passed the State's Senate and House. but was vetoed by Governor 
Oliver H. Shoup. who believed that a junior college would endanger 
the nonnal school at Gunnison. In Shoup's opinion. the state should 
strengthen existing educational institutions rather than establish new 
ones." 

In 1925 a bill establishing a junior college in Grand Junction was 
passed. The bill stipulated that the town donate a site for the institu
tion. The city appropriated S2.500 for the school65 Governor Clarence 
J. Morley appointed a board ofttustees.ln 1925 and 1926 only the first 
year of college work was offered. Mter that a student could take two 
years' work at the college. 

Grand Junction has a representative and influential group of 
churches. which work in hannony for the general welfare of the com
munity. In 1924 there were fourteen organizations and a tota1 member
ship of 4,000.68 C hurch membership has increased as the town has 
continued to grow. 

The GrandJunction Library Association began in 1894. This group 
wished to raise money for books, but did not receive the desired support 
from the public. The next e(fort was made by the Woman's Library 
Association. o rganized in 1898 for the purpose of establishing a public 
library.17 Following some correspondence. the Library Association 
received the offer of a conditional gift from Andrew Carnegie. He 
would give 55.000 (later increased to 58,000) for the building, if the 
city would maintain the institution and provide a site. The offer was 
accepted. and the library opened in 1901.68 The library has grown 
steadily in popularity and importance. 

Grand Junction has provided the residents with worthwhile 
amusements from the beginning. Its location, midway between Denver 
and Salt Lake City, has made it possible to bring in talent which other
wise would have been unavailable in a small town. Eminent lecturers. 
including William Jennings Bryan, who spoke in the city several times; 
William Howard Taft, John Jacob Riis. Samuel Gompers. Robert M. 
Lafollette, and Eugene V. Debs have spoken here. Sousa's band, the 
Chicago and Minneapolis Symphony Orchestras. concerts by Madame 
Schumann-Heink, and florence Macbeth are examples of musical 
notables. Pitlaforr, Parsifal, and Shakespearean plays by good companies 
have been put on at various times. 

Grand Junction has splendid parlu. Charles K. Holmburg, who 
planned and supervised the development of the parks, showed rare 
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foresight. 'The parks are distributed throughout the city, affording 
residents the benefits ofhaving a park nearby. All but one of the school 
buildings face a public park. and all of these parks have been equipped 
for playgrounds. The parks are of unusual beauty for a town of this 
size.-

The largest and newest of these parks. lincoln Park, was made from 
the old fairgrounds. bought by the city. A natatorium, the gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. W.J. Moyer of Grand Junction. was built in this park and 
presented to the city in 1922. A small but interesting zoo is attractively 
housed in lincoln Park. The park also contains a football field, cinder 
track, baseball diamond, smaU stadium. and the municipal golf links. 
A municipal auditorium. used for amusement and display purposes, 
has been erected there. 

'The city government of Grand Junction has passed through the 
stages corrunon to many towns. It was changed in 1909 from the mayor 
and city council type to a charter form of government with five com
missioners.70 'The city-manager plan was voted in by a large majority 
and put into effect on January I, 1922.7' 

Grand Junction voted in favor of prohibition in 1909. after a 
vigorous campaign by the prohibition forces. Saloon men were given 
thiny days to close their businesses. Then began the usual story of raids 
and numerous arrests for violation of the prohibition law. n 

In politics, Grand Junction and Mesa County have always been 
uncertain, voting Democratic or Republican as men or measures have 
appealed to local interests. For example, Grand Junction in the early 
days, regardless of party lines. favored the election of men who advo
cated silver coinage.13 Sugar production has largely determined the atti
tude of the locality on tariff. This district gives a majority of votes to 
one party about as often as the other. In the 1928 election GrandJunc
tion and Mesa County both gave a substantial majority of votes to a 
Democratic governor, and to Republican presidential electors. 
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CHAPI'ER vn 
TRANSPORTATION 

Grand Junction had two standard gauge railroads from the east and 
one from the west by 1890. The Denver and Rio Grande, following 
the Gunnison Rjver, reached Grand Junction in 1882; the Rio Grande 
Western opened its line from Grand Junction to Salt Lake City in 1883. 
The Denver and Rio Grande and the Colorado Midland. having 
arranged for joint use of tracks. entered Grand Valley by way of the 
Grand River canyon. Business interests now expected bener service 
and lower rates. However. these expected benefits did not materialize, 
and Grand Valley business interests came to believe that the railroads 
discriminated against the Grand Valley with high charges and by haul
ing through GrandJunction to Denver O~ which should be smelted 
in Grand Junction.' Agitation for ~tter rates developed, and the presi
dent of the Denver and Rio Grande came to Grand Junction in 1892 
to discuss the problem with a group of citizens. He stated that the road 
was anxious to build up the territory through which it rom. The citizens 
compared the rates with those of Salt Lake and other Western Slope 
towns, and said they could nOt build a city and factories unJess given 
better rates.2 

In 1895. Representative M. V.B. Page of Mesa County raised the 
question of freight rates on the floor of the House of Representatives. 
The Denver traffic manager of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad 
said ~ rate for Grand Junction fruit w~ low, having been reduced 
to give the Western Slope an oudet for its surplus. Mesa County shipped 
little by freight in car Jots, eighty-five percent going by express. The 
management of the Denver and Rio Grande had made constant efforts 
to stimuJate fruit growing as one of the coming industries of Colo
rado. In 1893 the president of the company offered to haul a carload 
free of charge to stimuJate shipping in that amount. Even then the 
carload was not sent. Transportation could not be satisfactorily handled, 
he averred, until fruit could be shipped in car lots or, better still. 
trainJoads.3 

W.T. Carpenter constructed the little Book Cliff Railroad 
from Grand Junction to a coal mine cleven miles north of the 
city. and used it to market coal and to develop a reSOrT near his 
mine. Carpenter made public, in March 1895, plans for an extension 
of his road northward across Garfield and Rio Blanco counties, 
through Rangely, to Green River, Wyoming. He had surveys and 
estimates of cost made. lhe proposed road w~ to be known as the 
Colorado, Wyoming, and Great Northent. It was stated that bonds 
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had sold readily, and work would begin at once and proceed as 
rapidly as men and money would allow:' By late summer differences 
between Carpenter and the board of directors became serious. Sale of 
further bonds was blocked., and the enterprise was dropped.5 Talk of 
a north-south road had been resumed numerous times since then, but 
always without results. 

In 1901 George J. Gould acquired control of the Denver and Rio 
Grande in the interests of the Missouri Pacific. The Denver and Rio 
Grande held an oprion on the Rio Grande Western, and through it he 
acquired control of the latter}! On January I, 1903, the Rio Grande 
Western went out of existence. From that date it formed the western 
division of the Denver and Rio Grande.1 Even before this it was known 
that the Gould interests were fighting the Colorado Midland, which 
gOt little through business.8 

Because of the type of country through which the railroads serv
ing Grand Valley must be built, trouble due to washouts. landslides, 
and cave-ins was inevitable. Especially during the early period, trains 
were late and traffic was held up frequently. 

In August of 1909 the Cratul jUtlCNofl News carried t1w statement that 
the previous sixty days had been the most disastrous in the history of 
the Rio Grande. Countless mishaps cost lives, caused inconvenience, 
and did thousands of dollars worth of damage. A cave-in on Tennessee 
Pass blocked the rood for two weeks. For four days nothing could leave 
Grand Junction for Salt Lake City due to washouts, landslides and 
wrecks. The worst rie-up in the history of the road cost the Denver 
and Rio Grande 5100,000. For forty hours no train moved cast or west, 
because one washout was no sooner repaired than another occurred. 
Freight movements. including perishable fruits. were at a standstill.' 

Improvements were made as rapidly as possible. The railroad com
pany spent vast sums of money to build a road which would not be 
subject to such disasters in mountainous districts. The Denver and Rio 
Grande improved its road and roadbed, and suspensions of traffic 
occurred less and less frequently. In 1906 the narrow gauge was stand
ardized from G rand Junction to Montrose.10 Much of the main line 
was re-ballasted in 1917. A statement given out by the company in 1930 
showed that thirty million dollars had been expended by the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western in the preceding fi ve years in improving rood, 
roadbed. facilities and service aJong the entire line.11 

The Colorado Midland Railroad Company had difficulty financ
ing its rood from the first. The line operated at a loss for two years. 
and its earnings were not sufficient to pay interest on bonds in 1894.12 

In December 1912, the road passed into the hands of a receiver, because 
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of default in payment of demand notes. The Denver and Rio Grande 
controlled half of the capital stock of the Colorado Midland, and bought 
the collater31 security sold after the default in payment of the notes. 
Under the receiver the road became a competitor of the Denver and 
Rio Grande, operating entirely apart from that road.13 

In 1917 the road was sold at auction to A.E. Carlton. a Colorado 
Springs financier, who planned elaborate improvements and exten
sions. I4 Carlton, when in GrandJunction inJune 1917. stated that he 
had refused a profit of a million and a half dollars to sell the Midland 
to another road to junk. He proposed to make the road pay. IS The 
following summer, however, the Colorado Trust and Tide Company. 
which held a two million dollar mortgage on which the interest was 
not paid. brought suit against the Midland. Carlton was named receiver 
and authorized to suspend operations as a common carrier on August 
5, 1918.16 

The interests 310ng the line appealed to Congressman Edward T. 
Taylor to h,c1p them save the Colorado Midland. He replied that Carlton 
had told government investigators that 5300,000 above the earnings 
of the road were necessary to keep it running. That amount constituted 
fifteen percent of the tot31 investment. and the government did not 
feel justified in spending so much. I7 The only way to keep the road 
would be an effort on the part of the territory it served to make it 
more self-supporting. 18 

The government, seeking to keep the road running and to avoid 
leaving a large territory without a railroad, offered to absorb aU losses 
and pay 5100,000 a year compensation. Carlton refused. Appeals were 
made to the State Public Utilities Commission 31so. but service was 
discontinued on the date set. The struggle to prevent the junking of 
the road was continued by those most interested. However, operation 
could be continued only at a loss and, therefore, was not resumed.19 

This lefi the Grand Valley with but one railroad, and, while not as vitally 
affected as districts now deprived of railroad facilities, it had benefitted 
by having the service of two lines. 

The Denver and Rio Grande, after the junking of the Midland. was 
the only road through this section of the state and prospered for a time. 
It had, in 1917. report('d record-breaking business, and during the war 
the road carried more freight than it could handle efficiently.20 
However, in 1920, the Western Pacific obtained a judgment against the 
Denver and Rio Grande and the COllrts ordered the road [0 be sold. 
The Western Pacific bought the Denver and Rio Grande by assuming 
its indebtedness and making a five million dollar cash payment.21 The 
stockholders lost heavily. and opposed confirmation of the sale. It was 
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nevertheless upheld by the federal district court and the court of 
appeals.22 A.R Baldwin, vice president of the Western Pacific, was made 
receiver for the Denver and Rio Grande. n.e road now became known 
as the Denver and Rio Grande Western. and it contined to operate as 
a separate unit.23 

The Denver and Rio Grande Western was consolidated with the 
Missouri Pacific and Western Pacific in 1924, under a plan approved 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 1be sale ended two years' 
litigation following the defawt of interest on first mortgage and 
refunding bond issues.24 

The Denver and Rio Grande Western has made remarkable 
advancement under this administration. Good service, improved 
physical condition, and enlarged facilities have meant much to the 
district it serves. Perfected interchange facilities speed shipment of pro
ducts, especially perishables, to markets. The road has, by favorable 
rates. assisted the growth of trade in the terntory.25 

Residents of the Grand Valley watched with much interest a pro
posal to construct a six-mile tunnel under James Peak. When such a 
tunnel should be completed. the construction of a forty-one mile link 
from Dotsero, on the main line of the Denver and Rio Grande Western, 
to the Moffat Road at Orestad.. wowd put the Grand Valley about 170 
miles nearer eastern markets. Optimists held that this would improve 
land values by filly percent. Enthusiastic talk was heard about 
eliminating the effect of the Rocky Mountain barrier. 

1be Moffat Tunnel was opened in the summer of 1928. RaiJroad 
men discussed construction of the cutoff. linking the Moffat and the 
Denver and Rio Grande roads as part of a transcontinental line. TIle 
Denver and Rio Grande Western immediately started negotiations to 
gain the right to construct the cutoff, or to secure from the Moffat 
road an equitable agreement for operating over the cutoff if built by 
that road, and trackage rights through the tunnel and east to Denver. 
10e Moffat officials refused to entertain any suggestion relative to sale 
ofinterest.26 The Denver and Salt Lake (Moffat) Railroad made appli
cation for pennission to build the link connecting the Moffat and the 
Denver and Rio Grande roads. The State Public Utilities Commission 
took testimony for the Interstate Commerce Con:un:ission. The north
western part of the state opposed construction of the link, which would 
leave Craig on a spur, and allow the Grand Valley to reap the greatest 
benefits from the tunnel, for which it bore no expense. Utah also 
opposed the project, because if the cutoff was built the line of the 
Denver and Salt Lake would not be extended through the Uintah 
basin.27 The Denver and Rio Grande Western fIled a plea with the 
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Interstate Commerce Commission, pointing out the great advantages 
which would accrue to all interests from the construction and joint 
use of cutoff, tunnel, and track to Denver. In addition the Denver and 
Rio Grande Western stated that it would not cooperate with 
independent operation of the cutoff by the Moffat road. Throughout 
the brief, the Denver and Rio Grande Western expresssed apprehen
sion of a tariff war with the Moffat, which, it admitted. might decrease 
its own income so seriously as to imperil, if not destroy, its credit and 
ability to serve the public, and also injure the Denver and Salt Lake.28 

The decision, rendered by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
in April 1929 stated that necessity demanded the construction of the 
cutoff: The Moffat line was given the right to build it, but the permit 
was conditiona1 upon a joint track agreement whereby the Denver and 
Rio G rande Western could operate over cutoff. tunnel. and Moffat line 
to Denver. The required certificate would not be issued until the two 
roads completed an agreement. The decision was considered a victory 
for the Denver and Rio Grande Western. as the Moffat road had asked 
for an unconditional permit.29 

Early in 1929 the Denver and Rio Grande Western started a move
ment to gain control of the Denver and Salt Lake. in order to solve 
the dispute over the construction of the cutoff. Representatives of the 
company purchased 21,344 of the 50.000 shares of stock.. The Denver 
and Rio Grande Western applied to the Interstate Commerce Com
mission for the right to purchase additional stock to give it a control
ling interest.30 The request was granted in December 1930. The Inter
state Commerce Commission made acquisition of the Moffat line con
tingent upon the immediate construction of the cutoff. It ordered that 
work start within six months, and be completed within two years. This 
removed the last apparent obstacle to construcrion.31 

In March 1931, the Denver and Rio Grande Western asked for more 
time for setdement of the question, as the original period for accept
ing the conditions imposed by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
was about to expire.12 This was granted. In May the Denver and Rio 
Grande Western again applied for a ninety~ay extension of time. 1be 
petition represented that an agreement had been reached on trackage 
rights for the Denver and Rio Grande Western over the Moffat tracks 
from Orestad to Denver. The road requested the delay in order that 
negotiations might be continued over control or ownership of the 
cutoff. However, the announcement was made June 27. 1931. that the 
Denver and Rio Grande Western had completed arrangements for the 
purchase of the Moffat. This makes it possible for the larger road to 
build, own and operate the Dotsero C utoff.33 The Moffat road, as a 

29 



result of this agreement, is to fit its line for transcontinenta1 traffic. It 
will lengthen existing passing tracks, construct whatever additional pass
ing tracks are necessary, reduce curvature, and install a block signal 
system. An application for pennission to construct the cutoff is being 
prepared by the Denver and Rio Grande and will be filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission.:M 

The difficulty and expense of reaching markets has been one of 
the most seroius problems for Grand Valley producers and business 
men. The Rio Grande suffers serious handicaps; its branch lines, many 
of which are narrow gauge, aggregate a much greater mileage than 
the main line; on the main line grades, curves, and circuity are a serious 
disadvantage in competition. Freight rates have been a subject of 
frequent discussion and compromise between the business interests of 
the district and the railroads. High rates on outgoing freight affected 
coal. agricultural products, fruit, and shipments from wholesale houses. 
Incoming rates were also a subject of protest. 

The valley did suffer from high freight rares, and frequendy referred 
to these rates as discriminatory. The roads countered that the necessary 
expense made the rates high to Grand Junction; fruit was difficult to 
handle, required specialized equipment, must move rapidly, and discom
moded other freight shipments. The profits they made did not justify 
reductions. 

The question had been debated periodically for ftfteen years with 
varying results when in 1910 the Grand Junction Chamber of Com
merce appealed to the Interstate Commerce Commission. They 
believed the existing charges to be illegal, and alleged that the 
discrimination favored Salt Lake City over Western Colorado towns. 
The Chamber asserted that shipments from New York to San Fran
cisco were handled more cheaply than from New York to Grand 
Junction.35 

The Denver and Rio Grande held that Grand Junction received 
no interstate freight, and had to be reshipped at Denver. They 
also claimed that the Western Slope was too prosperous to need 
lower freight rates. The plaintiffs showed that homesteaders were 
kept away by the rates on household goods, wholesale houses had 
abandoned the Grand Valley because of exorbitant rat.es, and 
tHat factories were forced to seek other locations because of 
unfair rates.36 

The case was won in May 1912, and Utah tariffs were applied to 
Grand Junction. The application of carriers for relief from the long 
and short haul clause of the Inlerstate Commerce Act was denied and 
a reduction in rates was ordered.31 
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In the spring of1911, while this case was pending, the railroads cut 
the rates on crude oil by one third. This helped the farmers secure fuel 
for smudging. The apple rate was also reduced.38 

In 1912 a determined effort was made to get better rates on out
going fruit. This movement started in Palisade, but shipping organiza
tions throughout the valley participated. The Denver and Rio Grande 
and the Colorado Midland both refused to lower rates.39 

The Denver and Rio Grande voluntarily cut rates on merchandise 
in 1913, and again in 1914. These rates allowed Grand Junction to 
become a jobbing center; wholesale merchants could compete with 
Salt Lake City in nearby Utah towns.40 Increased rates, protest and 
readjustment recurred time and again, usually affecting rates between 
Grand Junction and nearby towns. 

A fruit-rate hearing was held in Grand Junction in 1930, before 
examiner Witters of the Interstate Commerce Commission. The 
plaintiffs, fruit growers, shippers, and civic groups, asked for reduced 
rates on Colorado fruits. Although the burden of the defense fell on 
the Denver and Rio Grande, many involved railroads sent represen
tatives to attend the proceedings. TIle critical status of the fruit industry 
was portrayed. Representatives of the two banks testified that eighty 
to eighty-five percent of the valley'S fruit growing was carried on with 
borrowed money, and more fruit would be raised if the growers could 
borrow. Many others were partly financed by the associations advanc
ing credit. Of the loans advanced, one half extended beyond harvest 
season. The carryover ofloans to businessmen and stockmen was slight 
compared to those of fruitmen. Other wimesses stated that growers 
could not make a living raising apples and pears. In 1929 fifty carloads 
were left on the trees because it did not pay to ship them. Freight took 
one-fourth of the value of the product at its destination. The railroads 
maintained that the handling of perishable fruits was not lucrative 
enough to warrant any reduction. The depression in the fruit industry, 
they held, was due to causes other than freight rates, and western Colo
rado was more prosperous than most agricultural regions.41 Both sides 
displayed good will throughout the hearing. 

The dismissal of the suit was later recommended by the examiner 
who conducted the hearing. He felt that the existing schedule was 
justified.42 

Express rates, while not as vital. have also been a subject for con
cern. These rates have been lowered to meet parcel post rates, and the 
change has benefitted fruit shippers and wholesalers alike. In 1922 the 
State Public Utilities Commisssion ordered a cut in express rates 
charged on all shipments of fruit to Colorado cities.43 Most of the 
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changes in express rates have been made by the company without 
outside influences being brought to bear. 

In Grand Junction, as in any town of its size which is a railroad 
division point, the railroad and shops are an important economic factor. 
!be Denver and Rio Grande Western has made large expenditures at 
various times enlarging and improving the shops. They employ a large 
force of workmen, and the payroll gives substantial support to Grand 
Junction business. 

The Denver and Rio Grande Western abolished the division 
point at Soldier Summit in 1930; and in 1931, as another step in 
the reorganization of the road, the division point at Salida was 
eliminated This made Grand Junction headquarters of a main line 
ctivision from Clecra, Colorado, to Helper, Utah. It brought additional 
officials and employees of the road, and a dispatcher's office 
to the town. The shops from Salida are to be moved to Grand 
Junction. This increases the inlportance of Grand Junction as a railroad 
town."" 

The American Refrigerator Transit Company opens headquarters 
in Grand Junction every summer to handle the business of the district. 
Icing and re-icing the refrigerator cars used throughout the valley give 
employment to many during the months when fruit shipping is heavy. 

To an isolated district as the Grand Valley, the building of good 
roads to connect with outside points is of great value. As early as 1898 
Edward T. Taylor, then a state senator, advocated the building of a 
thoroughfare across the state from cast to west. The state lost settlers 
because no wagon road extended into the new lands in the valleys west 
of the range . .-s 

Not much was done to improve existing highways for automobile 
usc until the Midland Trail was planned in 1912. TItis highway crossed 
the range at Tennessee Pass and came down the Colorado River, 
through Glenwood Springs and Grand Junction. A Midland Trail 
Association had been fonned in Grand Junction to exert influence to 
bring the trail through the valley. The "Pathfmder" car reached an 
enthusiastic Grand Junction late in October of that year, and a group 
of twenty·seven local men started fo r Salt Lake City with the 
pathfinders. Work had been done improving the road west of the state 
line, but heavy rains made the dirt roads almost impauable.48 

A tour from Indianapolis to the Pacific Coast was routed over the 
Midland Trail in 1913. A car went from Grand Junction to pilot the 
party from Denver. It took this group five days to reach Gnnd Junc
tion.47 A trip over practically the same route is now made in twelve 
hours. 
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PtloIo tQUrteGy of The Mweum of w.stem Coiorado (toUroe l,mkllC)¥lln, F374b) 

Tr.n~l by dutonwbi/e u.oas d dld/ll'llgt as tllis 1912 plwlograpll 0" the Midlalld 
Trail illustrates. 

In 1912 the Rainbow Route was made a through highway. This 
route crosses the continental divide at Monarch Pass, and passcs 
through Gunnison and Montrose to Grand Juncrion . .a Both of these 
highways traverse some of the most beautiful scenery in the state, and 
as more money was made available to improve the roads. they became 
popular with tourists, 

The old Colorado Midland Railroad bed was donated to the state 
for an automobile road in 1918. It was put in usc three years later. and 
still offers the sho rtest route from Grand Junction to Denver. 

The old Midland Trail was superceded by the Pike's Peak Ocean 
to Ocean Highway. In 1925 both of the roads through Grand Junc
tion were designated part of the great national system of highways.4g 
Most of the roads across the continental divide in Colorado join one 
or the other of these highways. The Tennessee Pass road is kept open 
a1J winter, and with the completion of a gravel road from Palisade to 
De Beque, opened in the spring of 1931 , this route gives an all weather 
road from Grand Junction to Denver. This road is gaining in popu1arity 

33 



-

as a coast to coast route for tourists.50 Monarch Pass is kept open for 
automobile travel most of the year. 

In mountainous districts around Grand Junction are territories not 
reached by railroads. As soon as it was practical, wagon roads were 
built, connecting such sections with Grand Junction, and a thriving 
freighting business emerged These roads have been improved. and 
freighting is done by truck. 

One of the largest and most productive of these districts, and one 
of the earliest settled. was the country to the east, reached through 
the canyon of Plateau Creek. In 1911 the state used convict labor to 
widen and improve this road. 51 A railroad to Plateau Valley to open 
new markets was discussed severa] times, but the expense was 
prohibitive.52 

A TOad following the Colorado River to Moab, Utah, opened new 
trade territory to Grand Junction wholesale houses and offered an 
attractive scenic route. This road was opened in 1920.53 

A road to the Uintah Basin by way of Douglas Creek Pass. com
pleted in 1924. brought an isolated district into a trade relationship with 
Grand Junction. Business with the Uintah Basin grew rapidly. Freight 
went by truck from GrandJunction and a load was assured both ways 
as the Basin sent much of its produce out by truck.. Four large trucks 
were used on this line almost from the beginning. Sot 

The Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce spent almost $30,000 
for a road through Rangely to Vernal, Utah, to open this section to 
the local market. Bus and truck service have been operated over this 
line since 1924.55 

Mining experts have declared the Paradox vaUey, located fifty miles 
south and west of Grand Junction, to be one or the richest regions in 
the state. In 1911 agitation was started to build a road to the then almost 
purely agricu1tural setting, to tum its trade to GrandJunction. Nothing 
was done, however, until the mineral wealth of the district became 
better known. 

In 1921 Grand Junction business houses and the Chamber 
of Commerce raised funds. completed a survey, and did some 
work on a road to the border of Mesa County.58 However, 
Montrose County conunissioners obstructed work in their county, 
and the road has never been completed. The output from the 
vanadium and radium mines is hauled from Naturita to the narrow 
gauge railroad at Placerville, or south to Durango, a distance 
of about seventy-five nilles over bad roads. A road to Grand 
Junction would give a shorter route to a standard gauge, through 
railroad, and a better place to trade. lbose interested hope that this 
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road will soon be given state and federal aid and constructed. 
as it would become a link in a north-south highway. 

Another incentive for the building of roads is the scenic attractions 
near Grand Junction. One of the most easily accessible and most 
popular of these is Monument Canyon. This canyon had long been 
popular with people of the valley, and in 1910 Secretary of Interior 
Ballinger ordered the land office at Montrose to withdraw from entry 
lands including Monument Canyon and adjacent territory, for the 
bene6t of a proposed national park.57 This region came to be known 
as Colorado National Monwnent. It contains 14,000 acres, having many 
magnificent specimens of erosion.58 Elk and bison were placed in 
Monument Canyon. 

The Serpent's Trail, an extremely winding road up a st«p moun
tainside, skirts No-thoroughfare Canyon just south of Grand Junction. 
Interesting Indian writing on the rock walls is plainly visible. This road 
leads across Pinon Mesa into Glade Park, a fanning district. 

1bere is a field of dinosaur remains near Grand Junction. Numerous 
tourists have visited this site, as it is easily accessible. It has provided 
some of the world's finest fossil specimens for the Field Museum from 
this bed59 

Discussion of building a good road to the top of Grand Mesa was 
fCnt."Wed annually. 1he cost of such a road exceeded the amounts which 
could be raised. and although some had erected cabins, the resort was 
not within easy reach. In 1919 Grand Junction and Mesa County joined 
efforts. They agreed to try to interest some parties in the construction 
of a resort hotel, and they petitioned the Forest Service for a road eo 
In 1920 the Forest Service set aside SI2,OOO to build a road to Mesa 
Lakes. iflocal interests would raise S4,OOO. Roads to and across Grand 
Mesa were extended and improved rapidly. In 1925 the skyway was 
opened, and for the first time automobiles crossed the top of the world's 
largest flat-topped mountain. Alexander Lakes. toward the south end 
of Grand Mesa, had been reached by a road from Delta. 111e Skyway 
from Mesa to Alexander Lakes cost S 150,000, and was built by the 
Forest Service solely for recreational purposes. l11e top of Grand Mesa, 
aOOm sixty miles square, is included in tM Grand Mesa National Forest. 
There are over three hundred lakes and reservoirs in this reserve, more 
than fifty of which are stocked with trout.11 

1l1e Western Slope Chamber of Commerce petitioned for a change 
of the name of this national forest frOnl Battlement to Grand Mesa 
National Forest in 1924. This petition was granted. They opposed the 
creation of a national park of the district, believing greater benefits 
could be had under forestry supervision. If it became a national park, 
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no grazing could be allowed. all tourists and visitors would be subject 
to restrictions, and sununer homes could not be obtained. There were 
too many conunercial interests, such as the many irrigation reservoirs 
on Grand Mesa, for such a change to be easily made,12 and it remains 
a forest reserve. 

TIle number of sununer homes and small resorts on Grand Mesa 
has increased rapidly. Every year more tourists and people from nearby 
regions take advantage of the cool air and beautiful scenery. 
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CHAPTERVlll 
IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

TIle earliest ditches constructed in the Grand Valley had reached 
the most easily irrigable land. Individual efforts to provide water to 
less accessible lands were perhaps best illustrated on Orchard Mesa. 
south of the river. At one time there were five pumping plants lifting 
water to that mesa from the opening of the canyon to the Gunnison 
River. Almost every spring one or more of these stations was washed 
out because of poor construction. People felt that onc large plant. well 
constructed, would survive the periodic floods. Residents expressed a 
desice for state or federal aid, preferably state, in constructing such a 
plant.' 

TIle Smith and Struther's Ditch. which carried water from Rapid 
Creek to valley lands west of the mouth of the canyon, was constructed 
at great expense. They used 1.485 feet of Cuming. and a fourteen-inch 
pipe, stretched on cables across the Grand River.21'hi5 money-losing 
enterprise was abandoned in 1905. 

High water also damaged the pumping plant of the Mt. uncoln 
Ditch. and the recurring water shortage caused ranchmen to complain 
about poor service. Many were setting out new orchards each year. 
and lack of water caused loss of trees. fn the spring of 1905. land holders 
under Mt. Lincoln Ditch, which became known as the Price Ditch. 
fonned the Palisade Irrigation District.3 They voted bonds to purchase 
the ditch and pumping plant. and to enlarge and improve both.4 Better 
service resulted. Late in 1905 a strip of land lying between the Price 
Ditch and the Book ClifTs was fonned into the Mesa County Irriga
tion District. The district bought and completed the works started by 
a company which had failed, installed a pumping plant. and was ready 
to supply water to the ranchers by the season of 1907.5 This ditch was 
known as the Stub Ditch. 

All these ditches had difficulties; high waters in the spring 
repeatedly threatened the headgate of the Grand Valley lrrigation 
Company and the pumping plants of the Price and Stub ditches. 
Emergency worken frequent1y rushed to the scene to save the 
works. It was impossible to keep sufficient irrigation water in 
the ditches during high water. Under the Price and Stub ditches, 
crops were damaged some years because enough water did not 
reach the lower end of the valley. The growen in that section 
protested that the Palisade ranchers took more than their share 
of water.' The Stub Ditch, especially, was hard to keep in condition. 
Land and rock slides from the mountain blocked it; rain from the 
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steep slope washed it out, resulting in loss to the grower and expense 
to the company. 

These three ditches served a large area north of the river from the 
opening of the canyon to a point west of Clifton. The Grand VaUey 
Irrigation Company had paid the last of its bonded debts. and was 
supplying water for ninety-six cents an acre in 1923. 1llc board claimed 
that this was the lowest water rate known.7 The Palisade Irrigation 
Ditstrict had paid off its bonded indebtedness. and the Mesa County 
District made a deal whereby each tract of land was released from a 
blanket indebtedness as it paid its proportional share.s 

Desire for a "High Line" canal. to irrigate a larger amount ofland. 
dates back to 1889. when proponents held that 100,000 acres of land 
could be watered." They discussed federal aid, and considered a state 
ditch. constructed in part by convict labor. Efforts to interest private 
capita] in the undertaking were unremitting for several years.10 One 
group of capitalists had some surveying done in the canyon above 
Palisade. filed upon the water rights. and later sought to force the 
government to abandon the building of the "High Line" or pay for 
a right-of_way.!' 

In 1905 a Water User's Association was fonned in Grand Junction, 
in accordance with the wishes of the Secretary of the Interior. This 
association guaranteed the rerum of any invesonent which might be 
made by the govenuncnt. as the reclamation fund was a revolving fund, 
not subject to appropriation.!2 Secretary of Interior James R. Garfield, 
Land Commissioner Richard A. Ballinger and Senator Smoot ofUtah 
made a short stop in the valley on their way west from a public land 
convention in Denver in 1907. They were shown about the valley, and 
were assured that, if the government built [he canal, the cost would 
be paid back in three years.13 

In 1908. the United States Reclamation Service made a topographical 
survey and soil classification of the irrigable area and selected a 
site for a diversion dam for the Grand VaUey Irrigation Project.'· 
A contract between the water users and Secretary Garfield was 
approved in 1909, and people felt that the ditch would be built 
at once. IS Secretary of Interior Ballinger, however, questioned the 
legality of the contract, and Anorney GeneraJ George W. Wickersham 
declared it not binding. 11 Late that year, however, Secretary Ballinger 
stated that work on the canal would begin as soon as the line of 
survey could be decided upon. The original survey would cause 
he",vy damage to the landowners in the highly developed district 
around Palisade. as it cut through valuable orchards. Palisade people 
offered to help obtain a right of way if the government would take 
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over and enlarge the Price and Stub ditches instead of constructing 
a ditch on the line of the goverrunent survey.11 A more expensive line, 
close enough to the Book Cliffs to avoid the entire orchard area, was 
also considered. 1be route of the origina1 govenunem survey was more 
feasible from an engineering standpoint than either of the other plans 
proposed.1' 

A landholders' protective anociation was formed in Palisade to 
negotiate the canal route and the value of orchard land traversed. 1be 
controversy between the Palisade interests and the Water Users' 
Association grew heated. The project engineer miner and an attorney 
from the legal departtnent of the Reclamation Service continued 
negotiations with the fanners, and by 1912 agreements were reached 
in all cases, making condemnation proceedings unnecessary. By the 
final agreement the government paid $210,000 for 184 acres ofbnd.111 

These contracts are recorded in the county clerk's office as separate 
contracts with each of the 117 farmers who sold the right of way. 

Tho interesting developments arose from the purchase ofland by 
the government. The goverrunent ordered the right-of-way, the longest 
orchard known, at eleven miles long and 135 feet wide, to be leased 
to the highest bidder until the canal could be constructed. There were 
117 tracts, varying in size from a fraction of an acre to three acres. 
The former owners proceeded to lease the land even though the tract 
in question usually was a strip through the middle of an orchard.20 TIle 
second development concemed the paying of taxes on the right-of
way. It was an unusual situation, and rhe irrigation districu lost the 
taxes during the two years of the lease.21 

The final contract between the goverrunent and the Water Users' 
Association was approved in 1913,22 but work had been ordered the 
previous fall. Workers moved earth for the first tunnel on October 10, 
1912. Appropriate ceremonies marked the occasion.23 

TIle land which was to be irrigated by the new ditch is a strip above 
the old ditches, from two to six miles wide and forty miles long, and 
contains about fifty-three thousand acres. nurty thousand acres of this 
was public land. This public land fringes the cliffs, or is at the lower 
end of the project and includes areas ofless value for cu1tivation because 
of poorer soil or greater difficulty of irrigation.24 

A roller crest type dam, in the canyon eight miles above Palisade, 
diverts water into a sixty·mile canal. It is one of the few, and is the 
largest dam of this type, in the country. Because of the proximity to 
the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, which traverses the 
canyon, it was necessary to provide a dam at this point which could 
control the river during low water, and draw away excess water 
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Pnato ~ of The ~ of western CoIottodo (~Lbrary CoIection 49.23.38) 

Digging the High Li,~ Canal. 

during high water without flooding the adjacent railroad tracks. On 
account of its novel design and easily accessible location this dam is 
of especial interest to the engineering profession and the traveling 
public.2:5 

The first six miles of the canal is in the Colorado River canyon; 
two and a half miles of this are concrete-lined tunnels, and there are 
three reinforced concrete siphons. The record on the tunnels was a 
model of efficiency. since all were completed without accident. The 
Reclamation Bureau took two years to complete this work.26 The 
government leased construction of the canal through the valley to 
private companies. The main canal traverses the orchard section to a 
point a little west of Clifton, then goes in a northwestern dir«tion. 
These companies employed local labor and thus provided real aid to 
the valley, for during these years fru it raising was not profitable. The 
project provided employment for 300 men at the dam and 450 on the 
canal. Water was turned into the canal in June of 1915. Chairman JJ. 
Fitzgerald of the House Appropriations Committee swung open the 
gates. A group of congressmen and reclamation officials attended the 
ceremony. Water sufflcient for crops was carried as far as Fruita in 1916, 
and extensions were made in 1917 and 1918. The total cost of the project 
was about four and a half million dollarsP 

The Price and Stub ditches made application for water from the 
government ditch. They maintained their own systems until 1919. but 
the tunnels were large enough to carry water for all, and the govern
ment agreed to furnish water at a definite renta1.28 Operation has been 
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on that basis sinc~. The irrigation companies may at any time dissolve 
their district fonn of organiz.ation. and come under the project, or they 
may continu~ und~r the present contract.29 

Large scale irrigation cr~ates a debtor community in a way which 
is seldom realized. Irrigation bonds equal, in practice, a first mortgage 
on lands under the projects. 

The Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce planned to bring 
settlers to the project lands. The C hamber established a press bureau 
to furnish information about the land to daily papers and to prospec
tive citizens. The Grand Vall~y Water Users' Association employed a 
colonizing agent in 1917.:11 Howcv~r, these efforts were not as successful 
as had been hoped. 

The project engineer reported a gain in land value and prosperity 
of residents under the project in 1924. The irrigation conmtission ruled 
in 1925 that settlers Olust begin payments on construction work.. 31 The 
sewers asked for an extension. holding that their financial circumstances 
made it impossible to start payments at once. In 1927 the Superinten
dent of Reclamation olTered to extend to forty years the repayment 
time of the investment. and that the gov~nunent would deduct SBU,OOO 
from the original cost. The settlers requested a lower schedwe of 
payments for the first fiv~ years and. when this was granted. the 
members of the Water Users' Association approved the contract 
unanimously.32 

The 1928 contract with the government provided that the water 
users take over and operate the canal, exclusive of the dam and tunnels, 
after January I, 1932. At a well attended annual meeting in 1931 the 
Water Users' Association authorized their board of directors to negotiate 
with the government for continued government operation to 1937, or 
to such time as they decided upon. Those at the meeting expressed 
the opinion that more efficient operation, greater confidence, and 
higher morale among actual and prospective owners oftand under the 
High line canal would result from continued operation of the project 
by the Bureau of Redamarion.3l The Reclamation Bureau has issued 
a statement that the Water Users' request will be granted. Government 
operation will continue until 1937.34 

A plan to irrigate 12,000 acres on the south side of the river was 
proposed in 1902. The Orchard Mesa Construction Company built a 
system in 1909 and 1910. This consisted of a dam across the river, five 
miles of flume, thirty ntiles of canal and a power plant.35 The water 
taxes amounted to ten to fifteen dollars an acre. It was impossible to 
develop raw land under such a high rate; therefore the company could 
not raise enough revenue to run the project efficiently. As a mwt. most 
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of the lands failed to meet the tax levy, and were abandoned after a 
promising beginning, especially at the east end of the mesa. The com
pany was about to go bankrupt. Flume, ditch and machinery were in 
bad condition. Orchard Mesa was formed into an irrigation district, 
which voted bonds for one million dollars and bought out the company 
which owned the irrigation plant. 

In 1921 representatives of this irrigation district approached the 
Bureau ofRedamation, to see oit would rebuild the system. The wodes 
were badly located, the main canal for seven or eight miles ran along 
the foot of a precipitow cliff, from which rock slides occurred fre
quently. Wooden flumes and pressure pipes had deteriorated, making 
them difficult to repair and operate. At the request and at the expense 
of the bond holders, the Reclamation Service examined the works and 
estimated the work necessary to relieve conditions in the district. 10e 
report of the examiners reconunended that the upper portion of the 
canal be abandoned, the water diverted at the government dam and 
carried to the end of tunnel number three, siphoned under the river, 
and taken on in the existing reconstructed canal. Wooden structures 
should be rebuilt. The Reclamation Service believed that the invest
ments on Orchard Mesa would be lost if the system were not rebuilt. 
and that the interests in jeopardy were sufficient to justify the under
taking. provided that outstanding indebtedness could be settled satis
factorily, and at least ten thousand acres ofland be pledged to the repay
ment of the cost.36 Secretary Albert B. Fall approved these 
recommendations. 

The land owners on Orchard Mesa acted favorably upon the 
government's terms.37 The first work was done on parts of the old 
system most urgently needing repairs. The work was completed in 
about three yean. Many felt that a guaranteed supply of water would 
bring more setders to Orchard Mesa.38 

This was true especially of the east end of Orchard Mesa. There 
settlers bought land readily and set out many new peach orchards. 
Farther down the valley conditions were not so good. In the sununer 
of 1929 Professor Frank Adams of California University made a study 
of the project. He found difficulties due to low gross income per farm 
and per acre, poor soil conditions in seeped areas., and idle land Further, 
all lands were assessed equally, regardless of ability to pay.39 Residents 
believed that most of the idle land couJd be purchased for tax certificates 
but was not. because of the high rate of repayment to the government. 
The government investment was to be repaid in twenty years. 

A reassessment was completed under which the more productive 
lands carried the greater proportion of the burden of repayment. 
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Negotiations were then opened with the government, asking forty 
years' time for repayment. «l 

Drainage usually follows irrigation because the majority of people 
over-irrigate. using a volume of water equivalent to sixty inches of rain
f:ill a year. The type ofland determines. in part, the amount of damage 
seepage does. Palisade land is sandy, and this looser soil does not hold 
seep water as much as the finer soil orlhe lower valley.41 Any earthen 
irrigation canal carrying a large head of water for a considerable por
tion of the year will seep. The High Line seeped more than other canals 
because it carried a larger volume of water and passed through the 
looser soil close to the mountain. 

Some lands in the valley showed traces of alkali quite early. By 1911 
it was stated that drainage, an essential part of the valley's future 
development, would be ofbcnefit to the land from Palisade to Fruita.42 

The action of the government made drainage possible sooner than it 
could otherwise have been accomplished. The Reclamation Service 
conducted a successful experiment in 1912 and 1913. draining a tract 
of badly seeped land east of Grand Junction.4l The foUowing year it 
made a drainage survey of the valley, and urged the formation of a 
great drainage district without delay. The vaDey sent a representative 
to Washington to ask the government to drain the valley.44 However, 
this effort was not successful. 

The foUowing summer landowners voted almost unanimously in 
favor of the fonnation of the Grand Valley Drainage District. 1bis 
included the lands under aU existing irrigation districts except the towns 
of Palisade and Fruita. The district wished to carry out the plans recom
mended after the government drainage survey. For six years the board 
of directors of the drainage district worked with the Reclamation 
Bureau. 

Late in 1917 the United States signed a contract with the 
drainage district providing for the construction, at the expense of 
the government project, of about forty miles of ditches, which 
would serve both as drains for the drainage district and as outlets 
to carry surplus water from the High line irrigation project. The 
runnct agreed to secure the right-of-way, and maintain the drains 
when completed.'! 1bis work was finished by the summer of 1921. 
and project engineer S.O. Harper warned the distric t that the 
Reclamation Service had neither legal authority nor money available 
for additional work. He stated that the Reclamation Service was 
ready to cooperate in any way, even to the extent of doing the 
construction work if the people desired. Harper urged that the valley 
raise a fund to continue the work . .a 
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The drainage board debated the question of financing drainage by 
a bond issue of $800,000 or by levying an assessment of four mills on 
the dollar, of assessed valuation. The question was submitted to the 
voters in 1923, and they decided in favor of the assessment. 41 The work 
was expected to run ten years, and was started early in 1924. Contracts 
for construction of drainage laterals were let to private firms. TIle board 
decided first to relieve districts which were still producing, but were 
threatened with seepage, later to seek to reclaim lands already worthless. 

Work. progressed steadily and the plan proved successful. TIle board 
of directors announced late in 1930 that work was practically finished 
and no levy was nceded for 1931. The board built the system at about 
one-third of the cost estimated by the government, between $350,000 
and $360,000. Four hundred miles of drainage ditches have been dug. 
many of which are now dry, and the water table has been receding 
for several years. Hundreds of acres have been reclaimed and are pro
ducing crops. The long. unselfish service of the drainage board has 
been commended by all.'" 

In the Red1anrls district individual ranchers in many cases tiled their 
own orchards to prevent seepage from killing the trees while they 
waited for action. In some cases after the first few years, the Grand 
Valley Drainage District furnished the tiles. 
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CHAPTER IX 
COAL 

Coal mining progressed rapidly during the early history of the valley 
with much development of coal property and the opening of many 
new veins. It looked as though Mesa County would become one of 
the largest coal producing counties in the state.1 To the present time, 
however. only the thickest, best, and most easily accessible veins have 
been worked. Coal of good quality is easily obtained, but the expense 
of getting it to market has limited production. 

Shipments from the Book Cliff Mine, north of Grand Junction. then 
the best developed one, averaged 150 tons a day in 1894. This coal was 
sent to the Sanjuan district, Aspen, Glenwood and Leadville. The Rio 
Grande Western that year denied Mr. W.T. Carpenter, owner of the 
Book Cliff Mine and uttle Book Cliff Railroad, access to the main 
yards, as their lease extended 260 feet beyond the Little Book Cliff 
Railroad's switch. Orders were delayed until arrangements could be 
made about trackagc.2 The following year Carpenter was forced to 
close the Grand Valley Mine temporari1y, the reason being given as 
increased freight r.U~ to mountain towns. Meanwhile the Rio Grande 
Western was shipping coal from Utah to the same points.3 

Repeated efforts were made to get better rates on outgoing coal. 
The State Public Utilities Commission in 1915 granted a reduction on 
fuel tariffs to Eastern Slope markets. This benefitted especially the 
Palisade mines. opening to them a market in Denver and points near 
there .• In 1919 the mining companies joined in a plea, charging 
discrimination by the Denver and Rio Grande. Again a reduction was 
won, this time to points to the west and normwest.s 

Despite gains, the expense of getting coal to out..af.vaDey markets 
restricted production. When an unusual demand forces prices up. Grand 
VaDey mines flourish; but with the return to normal conditions, pro-
duction must be cut again. Interest in coal mining increased in 1917 
when a Grand Junction coal company received a government con· 
tract for 300,000 tons a year to supply one of the naval fleets with coal. 
Inunediately the company advanced wages, employed more miners and 
doubled the daily output ofits mine.' War conditions and prices enabled 
aD mines to work to capacity, and to ship coal. Because of this, the 
price of coal in the home market rose until general protest, unfavorable 
newspaper comment, and threatened investigation forced it down? 

Many mines increased capacity and installed new machinery. For 
example, the Midwest Coal and 1ron Company expended one--third 
of a million dollars on its mine ncar Palisade. Its output increased to 
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one thousand tons a day. During the war years, the Bankers' Security 
Company of Denver bought the old Grandview Mine, also near 
Palisade. The new company increased the number of men employed. 
A new steel ripple was built, having a capacity of 1,500 tons every eight 
hours. 1be company constructed its own track from the mouth of the 
mine to the Denver and Rio Grande tracks. a distance of about one
half mile. It constructed its own railroad yards with a capacity of one 
hundred cars, and arranged it in such a fashion that it was possible 
to load three cars at a tim e under the tipple. Erection of houses for 
an increased working force was begun. Before these improvements 
were completed. the war· time demand ended. Then the Colorado 
Midland Railroad suspended operations. Because of its sho rter route 
it had been able to hancUe coal at almost one dollar per ton less than 
the Denver and Rio Grande. The mining companies found they CQuid 
not ship east of Salida and compete with eastern coal. They sought 
to extend the market on the Western Slope. but without marked 
success.s 

Coal strikes elsewhere have stimulated production of coal in Mesa 
County. The 1919 strike did not become serious in any of the valley's 
mines and they increased coal production, which was sent out to relieve 
the shortage elsewhere.1I After this strike ended. production declined 
again until in 1922, owing to strikes, a ready market was found for 
all the coal being produced. Output was still greater in 1923. when min
ing companies had all the o rders they could fill and employed a steadily 
increasing number of mrn.l0 When this strike was settled. production 
again increased. 

The coal mines of the ctistrict are not worked by union labor. The 
reason for this is that the output of the mines is small. and it is fairly 
constant. The professional miners congregate around larger nunes, 
where there are no other industries. Many of the laborers employed 
in coal mines in Grand Valley are men who own farms and work part
time in the mines. Numerous efforts have been made to unionize the 
miners. but without lasting success." Since 1923 there has been no arti
ficial stimulus to increase the amount of coal mined. It is not likely 
that coal mining will afford a great amount of wealth to the district 
in the near future. Competition is keen, and the low price for coal does 
n~ justify expenditures for equipment to increase output. 
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CHAPrERX 
PRESENT PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS 

As has been indicated, a number of problems confront the residents 
of the Grand Valley. One of the most serious is taxes. The high valua
tion ofland has proven disadvantageous. When fruit land began to be 
unprofitable. there was not a proper adjustment of assessed valuation 
and many farmers were ruined by the burden of taxation. As more 
landowners cease to pay taxes, the burden becomes even heavier on 
those in the district who do pay. The water tax, which the farmer must 
pay in advance to obain water for his year's crop. increases the burden. 
TIle landowner has a constant struggle to break even afier paying taxes, 
labor and other necessary expenses. 

The lack of any large local market, and the expense of reaching 
outside markets. have made it difficult for fertile soil and vast coal 
deposits to bring prosperity. The fruit industry in the western part of 
the Grand Valley has been ruined by the depredations of the codling 
moth. and the orchard area recedes eastward at the rate of about one 
half mile a year. Nothing else has b«n found which pays well A 
number of orchardists are re-setting with peach trees in the vicinity 
of Clifton, and west to GrandJuncrion. They feel that, even if the crop 
is lost some years, it is still more profitable than other fruits or general 
fanning. At present, from the valley opening to a line about three miles 
west of Palisade, from mountain to river, ninety percent of the land 
is in ~aring peach trees. The remainder is in non-bearing peaches, 
which have replaced old orchards. From there to Clifton, a belt three 
miles wide, about one-fourth of the land is set to peaches, one-fourth 
to pears, one-tenth or less to apples. and the remainder is open land 
devoted to general fanning, with alfalfa and com predominating. From 
Clifton to Grand Junction. about twenty percent of the land is in pear 
orchards. ten percent in apple and the balance of the land is used for 
general fanning. Here, trucking, the raising of tomatoes and can
taloupes. is marc important. and more sugar beets are raised. South 
of the river on Orchard Mesa from Palisade to Clifton three-fourths 
of the land is in peaches. about two-thirds of which is bearing orchard 
and the rest young trees. One-fourth of the land is open. Some of this 
is rough land., which can not easily be used. From Clifton to Grand 
Junction about eighty percent of the land is used for genera1 fanning. 
There are a few pears, peaches and apples there. Most of the peach 
trees are young trees.1 

Many feel that the future of the county ought to depend on 
diversified fanning, that the raising of vegetables and other produce 
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could be made profitable. The one obstacle, freight rates, might be 
adjusted satisfactorily. A large part of the traffic through the valley in 
1930 has been northern California produce. fruits and vegetables, going 
to eastern markets. Many of the ranchers here are not attracted to that 
kind offarming, but that attitude might change over time. To ensure 
a good agricultural future, the people of the Grand Valley might look 
to .scientific studies done by an agricultural or industrial engineer. 
Leadership and counsel would be worth much to the district. 

Some local people have made money by putting out fruit and 
vegetable stands along the highways. One of the larger ones yielded 
as high as sixty doUars a daYi a nwnber of them brought in material 
gain. A few of these stands open about June first with strawberries and 
early garden produce. and remain open for about six months.. For most 
the season lasts about four months. These stands are numerous, but 
they could handle a wider variety of goods. As tourist travel increases. 
there is possibility of greater profit. 

The Dotse:ro Cutoff should help this district. It would establish 
another trade route to Omaha and Chicago. a direct line which would 
bring the vaDey closer to market. Furthennore, it would increase the 
nwnber of people worldng on the railroad in Grand Junction, and make 
the city a greater shipping center. 

The construction of Boulder Dam and consequent development 
of a territory capable of supporting a large population should tum a 
larger part of the produce of the valley westward.. and create a new 
and closer market in that direction. 

Since the war. good roads have accounted for a great deal of 
development. Tourists have augmented the development of Grand 
Junction. and this business promises to increase in importance. 

It is impossible to predict manufacturing pombilities. Probably any 
development along that line must start in a small way. Interest was 
created in GrandJunction by the recent announcement that an eastern 
concern planned the erection of woolen mills in Colorado. J.B. 
Summerhays leamed that Colorado wool growers ship forty-eight 
percent of their wool clip to Boston. Tbis necessitates kmg freight hauk. 
Grand Junction is the center of the largest wool producing district of 
the state.2 

Hydroelectric possibilities are not utilized. The Public Service Com
pany made public in 1931 plans which include the erection of two large 
hydroelectric plants in the valley within a year. One of these plants 
will be on the Colorado River near Palisade. This plant will have a 
capacity of about 20,000,000 kilowatt hours per year, nearly three times 
the total present consumption of the entire Grand VaDey. TIle excess 
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will be available for industrial growth in Grand Junction for years to 
come. Surplus power will be turned into the main lines for use else
where. The other plant, on the Gunnison River west of the city, is pri
marily to supply the Redlands Reclamation project with power, and 
will replace the present plant. Th.is plant will be capable of producing 
energy beyond the needs of the irrigation company.3 

Deposits of oil shale lie a few tens of miles north of this regjon_ 
If these deposits should be extensively developed in the future, the 
resultant industry would doubtless exert a marked effect on the 
economic conditions of Grand Junction and vicinity." 

The undeveloped and mineral resources of western Colorado are 
rich. Paradox Valley contains lead in great quantities, and almost 
inexhaustible beds of salt and commercial potash. Drilling for oil proved 
the thickness of these beds. Gold may be found in gravel bars of the 
Uncompahgre, San Miguel and Dolores rivers. Fertilizer shale exisrs 
in the Book Cliffs; gypsum in vast quantities is not far away. and barium 
is found on Pinon Mesa and near Gateway. The marble quarries of 
the district arc barely touched. Tantalum is found near the Serpent's 
Trail. Blue and yellow sapphires have been brought in from the desert 
west of Grand Juncrion. Alkali has ruined crops in part of the valley; 
it is composed of valuable chemicals, the extraction of which would 
swell the wealth of the district. The carbon dioxide well in the Black 
Canyon can furnish enough concentrated ice to revolutionize our 
refrigeration.$ What can be done with nature's deposits on the Western 
Slope depends on man's energy and the capita] necessary for developing 
and marketing them. 

GrandJunction is a center for the surrounding territory, which has 
contributed much to its development. Educational facilities have 
attracted population; five rural school districts send students to Grand 
Junction High School, thus bringing them and their parents in con
tact with the city. Excellent hospital facilities bring people to Grand 
Junction from a wide territory. The shopping district in GrandJunc
tion is the best which is within reach of most western Colorado towns, 
and the out-of-town trade grows with improved transportation. Grand 
Junction will gain in importance as a wholesaling, jobbing, and 
manufacruring center as the population and wealth of the area it serves 
becomes greater. 

Conununities grow and prosper in part as a result of community 
spirit. The fact that western Colorado is isolated from the rest of the 
world has foste red a fratemal feeling which is of great value. This 
feeling extends to eastern Utah and northwestern New Mexico. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Miles Kani, Grand JIM'IdIon 
Frank KeIIf, Grand Junction 
Walt & Jan Kelley. ar.nd JonctIoII 
Aoben J . Krettehman. ~ w.ge 
Mr. & Mrs. NaIhan LIII, Grand Junction 

..won I. Beth long, GrWld Junction 
00naICI A. ~ GrVId JIR:Iion 
Saty ~, Grand JIR:IIon 
Tom R. MIIhB, (';oIor.to S9MgI; 
".... ~ ~ Society, OrWldJmclion 
JolIn A. Molloy. II. Grand JmcIion 
Mr. A Mra. MelvIn MI.Itv, Grand Junction 
Jeffrey M. Nakano, M.D .. Grand Junction 
Dr. A M .... Kenneth E. NtIson, Grand JIJIlC1Ion 
F.R. ~, M.D., Orand Junetion 
Mr. A M .... F\ot) PKilham, Grand Junction 
Mr. A M .... John F. f'M«I, Gr.-d JIR:IIon 
Mr. A M .... Jam PeI_gr-. Grand Junction 
Mr. A M .... ~ PMno, Orand Junction 
Mon F'8rIy. Grand Junction 
MB. Grace Poo:eII, Grand .IUtIctIon 
Ann A Plul ~, Grand Junction 
Dr. A M .... David RIM, Orand Junellon 
KattMtme B. Roe, Colorado SpringI 
S.P. Rogert, Grand JunctIon 
sn.nkeI, Mohler, Dirb, Shenk, M.S: s, p.e ., 
G-and JIondIon 

Dan M. ~, G...nd Junction 
Mr. A Mrs. Robert ShI, MMk ... 
MrI. Ruth P. Smill!, GrVId Junction 
s..y A. Sneed, GrWId Junction 
Rulh S1...n, Grand Junction 
Robert A Carol Strobl, GrMCI JunetIon 
Don v.. AIJertc1, Grand JunetIon 
H.P. ~ Grand Junetlon 
wayf\ndIf Press, Ouray 
Dr. CiftJn WIgnd. Gram Jooc:tion 
HazIItt and &Illy WubberI, Grand JLnCtion 
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