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Panther Pride: Delta's 1960 State Championship 
in Football 

By Charles Casey Carlquist* 

1960 was a year to remember. The Olympics were taking 
place. Eise nhower was president. :md Mike Ditka was playing 
we ll enough. for his Pittsburgh team. to put him in the running for 
the Hiesman Trophy.' Delta . Colorado was no different than the 
rest of the country. Li fe in De lta was often routine. but this 
changed in earl y August 1960 when the Delta High School 
football team accompli shed something exc iting. A group of 
dedicated coaches and determined athletes won the first state 
championship in school hi story. Several different things had 
fallen into place. which all owed thi s team to win a state 
championship. Winning the 1960 AA State championship 
electri fied the team, the school. and the community. 

Located in the heart of Colorado's Westem Slope. Della 
is a small city thirty-nine miles south of Grand Junction and 
twe nty miles north or Montrose. It lies at the junction of two 
great rivers. the Gunni son and the Uncompahgre. To the east of 
Delta lie the smaller towns of Hotchki ss. Paonia. and Craw ford . 
and 10 the wesl. the Uncompahgre Plateau. Forty-fi ve minutes 
northeast of Delta is Grand Mesa. which offers skiing. fi shing. 
hunting. and other recreational activities. The railroad that cuts 
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th rough the north end of Delta provides access 10 the coal mines 
to the east. 

In 1960. thousands of acres of farm land surrounded 
Delta. Agriculture provided the majority of Delta's income. 
People there enjoyed the recreatiorml opportu ni ties the area 
orrered. such as hunting and fi shing. l When peop le chose not to 
spend their leisure time outdoors. they oflen aucnded the newly 
reopened Egyptian Theater. On September 10. 1960 the Egyptian 
themer celebrated its reopening wit h the movie Why MIU'( I Die? 
As exciti ng as this was for the community. there was an added 
surprise. The leading lady of the picture. Miss Jul i Reding. 
nppeared as a guest speaker for the big nigh t. ' The reopeni ng 
created a new type of leisure ncti vi ty for these peop le. but during 
the 1960 footba ll season, the most popu lar place to be was the 
Friday foot ball game. 

Delta Hi gh School was located at 822 Grand Avenue, ill 
II facility constructcd in 1920. It consisted of two complcte storics 
with a basement and an all ie. When first established, the school 
orrered a share of "college prep" courses, such as sc ience. 
agriculture, and industrial arts. The school later added a sc ience 
wing and "vo-ag" building in 1956. In 1960 came what is now the 
south wi ng, which is located south of the main bllilding.~ For 
many years the main building was split in ha lf with the jun ior 
high in the south half of the building and the high school located 
in the north end. In 1960 the attic was used for ans and crafts 
classes.' To the north east of the school is Cleland Park , a popu lar 
gathering place for families. Panther stadium, where the foOl ball 
games were held. sat directly east of the main building. 

Prior 10 Ihe 1960 season, it was difficu lt to be a foolball 
coach or player in Delta. The city had not fie lded a dt.!cent 
footba ll team in recent memory and townspeople tended to treat 
footba ll participants in a less-than-polite manner. According to 
local folklore. the coaching starr began to go to other towns to get 
haircuts in order 10 avo id the conversati ons in [he loca l 
barbershops. However, the attitude in the community changed 
completely when the team began to wi n a few gamcs. Thc main 
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reason for thi s turnaround was the new head co..lch of the 
Panthers, Donald Stinlack.~ 

Donald J. Stimack came (0 Delta in 1958. and became 
the head coach at the high school. He came from Man7..anola. a 
small town in eastem Colorado. A friend who had applied at 
Delta and Montrose informed him of the job opening. and he 
applied at De lta because he wanted to coach at a larger school. He 
won the De lta job. and his friend made a move to Mon trose. 
Colorado. Although Delta was a larger school than Man:w nola. it 
was the smallest school in a league that consisted of Montrose. 
Fruita, Grand Juncti on Central Conez. Durango. and Gunnison. 

Coach Stimack believed in "Hard nosed football , and 
believed that motivation was the key to molding successful 
players.") He was al so a true bel iever in the 4-3 defenses. 
consisting of four defensive lineman and th ree linebackers, a 
defense built for small and quick players, which is what Stimack 
fe lt he had in Delta. On orrense he liked the Wing-T, which was 
used to misdirect the opposing defense by using different types of 
counter pJays. He also included a belly series. which is the 
original option offense and predates the wishbone and veer 
offenses, During Stimack's stay in Delta, he not only created a 
successful footba ll program. he also changed the altitudes of the 
commun ity and school. Stimack was one of the premier coaches 
in the state: he was a student of the ga me who intensely scou ted 
his opponents; and found those at Delta Hi gh School wit h the 
best :nhletic abi lity. recru ited them into hi s program. and then 
taught each of them 10 give their best. He was an expen at 
planning and carrying out a week's plan.~ 

St imack left Delta to become the freshman coach at the 
Uni versity of Colorado, where he worked under Sonny 
Grandelius, After CU. he went to Western Stale College to earn 
his master's degree. While in Gu nnison. he worked in the footba ll 
program as an assistant coach. After earning hi s master's degree. 
Stimack went to Canon City. Co lorado Hi gh School where he 
coached and developed a successrul footba ll program. He ended 
hi s career as the principal of Canon City Hi gh School. Wherever 
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he wenl. including Delta. Mr. Stimack made friends and gained a 
great amount of respecl. 

One key to molding good teams is to have l strong 
coaching staff. A characteristic of a strong staff is that its 
members have experience ill the spon at a higher level. For high 
school coaches. Ihis means that they should have played or 
coached at the college l evel.~ Don Slimack did well. in part. 
bc.cause the Delta Coull ty School District had assembled a strong 
team of coaches. This staff came together in the fall of 1958. 
Although these men were strangers at firs!' they went on to 
develop strong friendships. Bob McGarvin. Ed Tooker. and Moe 
Kcutz made up a strong assistaill coaching staff for Mr. Stimack. 

Moe Kreutz joined thi s slaff late. Havi ng been a head 
cOlC..'h in a num ber of other schools and having even coached 
against Slimack, Kreutz brought considerable experience 10 the 
slaff. Because Mr. Kreu tz and Slimack: were closer in age to each 
other than the rest of the slaff. the two deve loped a close 
relationship, and shared similar philosophies. W Bob Mc,Garvin 
brought practica l experience to the staff. He had been a stand-out 
football player at Weste rn State College. There he played the end 
position for the Mou ntaineers. At Delta he coached ends and 
linebackers. Coaches. players. and students all respected hi m. 
McGarvin brought the abi lity to demonstr;lte skill s and lIew 
tech niques m his position. He continued to coach in De lta until 
1967." then tini shed his career as the principal at De lta 's Garnet 
Mesa Elementary School. 

Ed Tooker was also a young man beginning hi s coaching 
and teaching career. He brought the Slmc type of experience that 
McGarvin did. He had been an all-state player, and then wcnt 10 
the UniversilY of Northern Colorado. Tooker was a stand-oul 
lineman at both levels, and joi ned the Delta siaff as the line coach 
for the Panthers. In add ition he coached the Panther wrestling 
leam. Tooker. after Stimac~ left Delta . became the head conch of 
the Delta high football lea rn . Following his stint in Delta. he 
moved 10 Grand Junction and became the wrestling coach at 
Mesa College. 
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Even though Delta's football team began to wi n games 
during the new stafT"s first year, the 1958 team did not meet 
communi ty e~pectat ions. After a few losses during that fi rst 
season. the staff changed its philosophy. A simpli fied playbook 
concent rated on just four offensive plays. The staff reasoned that 
the te<lm would be more successful if it could run these few plays 
to perfection. instead of running many plays at an average leve l. 
The four plays were: dive. off-tackle. sweep. and option. The dive 
play is used as an inside runni ng play where the pack runs the ball 
inside of the tack les. The oIT-tackle is also a running play where 
the o ITense tries to nUl the ba ll at the width of tackles. The sweep 
runs the ball beyond the confines of the interior line. The option 
is a running play that gives the offense up to three opportunities 
for a runni ng allack. In the option, the quarterback is given the 
option or handing oIT as a dive play. pitching the ball ror a type 
or sweep, or running the ball hi mselr. This creates conrusion ror 
the derense. The team practiced these plays over and over unti l 
each lineman knew who to block and the backs knew wh ich hole 
to hit. Mastering the plays led to success: the Panthers won a 
couple or ga mes, and th is ignited the interest of other students 
and the community. 

1959-1960 Offensive Formation: 
Wishbone 
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1959-1960 Offensh'e Fornmtion: 
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The following year, the stafT s..'lW more boys interested in 
playing football . It also brought a belief attitude and work ethic 
to the field . In 1959 the team had a great deal of ta lent, maybe 
evcn more than the 1960 Slate championship team. I: As a staff. 
these men brough t a new and impress ive atmosphere to the 
footba ll fi eld . These ingredienL'i made the 1960 team a state 
championship team. 

Stimack demanded hard work and ded ication fro l11 the 
players and the coaching stafT. Sti m3ck requ ired that his stafT 
work harder than its opponents. He stressed scouting in order to 
give his learn an exact idea of what the opponcllIs did. Stimack 
always sent hi s tcams 10 the fie lds knowing Ihe opponent's 
weaknesses and strengths. and the tendencies of their offenses 
and defenses. He and his stall spent many hours traveling to other 
towns in order to watch future opponents. Slimack moti vtlted his 
players to be effic ient and 10 play to the fu ll ex tent of their 
abilities. Stimack's philosophy of hard work and motivation ran 
into his practices, which made them a true ingredient to this 
team's success. I.-

Prior to each practice. the coaching staff would mect to 
plan that day's practice. Each practice wa.'i set to a limed scht.'dule 
in which each drill wou ld last only a few minutes. This was done 
in order to make sure that each and every area was covered in 
preparation for that week's ga me. Before starting practice. the 
coaches would rev iew the scouting repol1 wi th the team. During 
the practices. each group. such as backs or lincmen. would run its 
dri ll s according to the scouting rcport. During the fi rst few weeks 
of practice. prior to the beginning of the games. the practices 
consisted of drill s that were designed to teach the players the 
correct technique for the ir positions. During the se~lson the 
prac tices were designed to prep.'lre the team for the next opponent 
according to the scout ing reporL'i the staff had created. Although 
the practices were intended to prepare the team for the upcoming 
game. the team had to be made up of a good nucleus of boys, and 
this team had "great kids:'I. 

In the fa ll of 1960 the Delta Panthers had a good number 
of ath letes, fony-fi ve young men. willing to partic ipate in hard 
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two-a·day workouts. Among these forty· fi ve players were ten 
se ni ors. seventeen junio rs. sixteen so phomores. and two 
freshmen. Despite the fact that thi s team had graduated the fi ve 
top offensive backs from the previous year. the Delra COllllfy 
bulepetldl'lII notcd they rctumed " Fi ve of [thc) starting linemen 
who he lped guide De lta 10 a 9- 1 record in 1959 .... They included 
end Jim Parks and center Axel Hasto, both second team all-state 
se lections the year before. tack les Jerry Schendel and Gerald 
Gilder and guard Wilbur Fix ."" With a strong offensive line. 
Della expected success. 

Some in the community dou bted this teams potential. 
These were farm boys who were not fast and lacked size. The line 
had decent size with the largest players weighing in between 180 
and 215 pounds. t~ The fact that the learn had graduated its 
primary backs had diluted the team 's speed of the previous year. 
The backs in 1960 were slower. but a little more hard-nosed. 
Anothe r asset these athletes brought to the team was maturity. 
They were boys who were familiar with hard work and discipline. 
The majority of them ca me rrom rarm backgrounds. and others 
had worked in mines and in the construct ion business. More 
maturity C:1me fro m varsity experience gained during the 
previous year as juniors and sophomores. t1 The ball players on 
thi s tea m tended to be well -behaved people who knew how to 
work and to respect soc iety's rules. When other teenage rs were 
out gelling into trouble. these boys were spendi ng thei r time on 
the fi eld or at work away from the temptations that would have 
causcd problems fo r the team. They concenlrated on the task at 
hand , and accompli shed the week ly goals set for them by the 
coac hing slaff. !~ 

The 1960 football season started, not in the Panther's 
back yard. but in the ne ighboring Slate of Utah. Price. Utah was 
the li rst opponent ro r the De lla team. Due to the prev ious year's 
successful 9- 1 season. the team traveled in style in a charter bus. 
The Panthers faced a good tcam with a slarting lincup that 
consisled of a ll se niors who played hard· nosed football .'9 The 
Panthers put thirteen points on the board before the Dinosaurs 
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cou ld score. The P:lO lhers followed Price's fourth quarter 
touchdown with one of the ir own, making the final score 20-6. 
Delta 's scoring came by way of three touchdowns on the ground 
and two in the air."" This win marked victory num ber fourteen for 
$timack in twenty-one attempts since hi s arrival in De ll a. 

In the second game Delta thrashed the Gu nni son 
Cowboys. Due to the miny weather the playing field was a mess. 
With a 13-0 lead at half, De lta recovered its own kickoff 10 begin 
the third period. It took the Panthers only ten plays to put their 
next score on the boord. The Panther's last score came on a thirty
five-yard p..1SS to the end Jim Pnrks. Delta ended the game with a 
25-0 win over the Cowboys. Statistics indicated thatlhe Panthers 
dominated the ir opponents. They put up ni neteen first downs, 
compared to Gunni son's four. They also had 387 yards of total 
offense, while the Cowboys only had sixty-seven/' The Panthers 
played well enough to win, butthcrc was room for improvement ; 
they had fumbled the bull four times. 

Delta's third ga me was their second in history against 
Moab, Utah. Delta won the first meeting by a score of 28-0. The 
Pa nthers took their two-game winning streak into Utah, and 
returned home victorious with the score of 33-6. The Panthers led 
Moab in all the major statistics. The defense did well. holding 
their opponents to a mcre six poi nts.u After the Moab g.une came 
a monumental challenge at the hands of Montrose, the only temu 
that had beaten the Panthers the previous year. 

Delta's players and coaches believed they could gai n 
another win against the Indians. Coming into this big game the 
Panthers had ou tscorcd the ir opponents 78-12. comp:lred to 
Montrose's spread of 53-46. Also, the Montrose Indi :lI1s wcre 
coming to Delta"s home field to play. The Indians were :1 liltle 
beat up: thei r stnr1ing running back nu rsing a broken hand . 
However. the Indi:ms possessed a gargantuan front line .. which 
averaged seven pounds more pt:r mall than the Panther'S fronl 
linc. The game was something of a defensive strugg le. The 
Panther's defense he ld Montrose scoreless, and the Indians 
allowed Delta to score on ly sixteen points, we ll off the mark or 
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their las t two games. Although the Panthers did not show the 
potent offense that their fan s were used to seeing. they did throw 
a touchdown pass . Delta also put another tally on the board with 
a short run by Eddie Ball. The final score of the game came on a 
fifteen-yard ficldgoa l. the first of the season. Delta's defense 
again dominated. holding the opposi ng offense to only 109 
yards.!.' With thi s wi n, the Panthers headed into league play with 
four straight victori es. 

In the ir ope nin g league ga me, the Panthers we re 
scheduled to take on Central Hi gh School located in Grand 
Junction. Colorado. Unlike the previous game, the Delta squad 
was not at full strength . They had a couple of athletes who had 
missed some school during the week due to illness and were not 
expected to play full time. Once again though the Panthers held 
the advantage because their offensive line had more ex perience 
and size. The Central Warriors were ex pected to start sophomores 
at four of five positions due to injuries during the week.!-I In this 
game Eddi e Ball ran the ball exceptionally well , and Delta went 
on to win the ir fifth game in a row and their fi rst league game. 
The Delltl COl/li lY Illdepelld('''' reported that. ';Fullback Eddie 
Ball scored three touchdowns in leading the Delta Panthers."!" 
De lta won with re lative ease. beating the Central Warriors 35- 13. 

Delta 's second league game was slated against the Fruita 
Wildcat s, who had chosen to make this cOllIesttheir homecomin g 
game. For the second strai ght week Eddie Ball ran hard for the 
Panthers. racking up almost two hundred yards rushing. The 
Della defense played a great game, keeping the Wildcats out of 
the endzone. Della earned a 16-0 win. and the Wildcats suffered 
their third straight shutout of the season . ·~ 

Delta continued its season with a non-league game 
against c ross-county rival Paonia. Due to a teacher's conve ntion 
held in Paonia on Friday, the game was moved to Wednesday. 
Paonia was powered by the outstanding running ability of Dan 
Cholas, who Inter became a teacher. coach. and administrator in 
Delta . The Paonia Eagles proved to be Delta 's toughest opponent 
to date; Delta squeaked oul a narrow 20-14 win.!1 After this. Ihe 
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Panthers jumped back into the ir league games by taking on a 
team with the same mascot, the Cortez Panthers. 

Both sets of Panthers took unbeaten records into the 
game. Delta traveled to Cortez to attempt 10 ruin another 
homecoming . .». Entering the second quru1er trailing by a 7-6 score, 
the Delta Panthers scored a touchdown just before half. and took 
the lead, then dominated the second half. The Delta ball club 
gained a total of 284 yards rushing and seventy-foul' in the air, and 
defeated Cortez 25-7.'''' With thi s win, the Delta squad was headed 
into its homecoming game with rill 8-0 record, and was tied wi th 
Durango their nex t opponent. for the lOp spot in the league. 

The Panthers had not won a homecoming ga me in three 
years, and hoped to get that monkey off the ir back with a win 
over the Du rango Demons. The Demons had spoi led the 1958 
homecoming game for De lta High School. On the fie ld, the 
Panthers were large up front. and thi s factor had helped them win 
their first eight g(l rnes. ~ ' A big spec ial teams play by Delta in the 
first part or the third qum1er was the ga me breaker. The De/Ill 
Coumy /lItielJelllielll reported: "Big Jerry Schende l rushed in to 
block a Durango punt... . And Axel Hasto recovered the ball in the 
end zone for a touchdown to break a 7· 7 tie. The Pruuhers went 
on to win a 28· 13 homecoming victory."" Not only did this 
victory bring the fi rst homecoming victory to De lta in many 
years, it also gave them the sole lead of the league. 

A second win over the Montrose Indians, the next 
week's game, would clinch the Panthers first AA league title . The 
ga me would be held on the home fie ld of the Indians. and thi s 
would be {he third time i/1 as many years that these tt!ams met on 
the final week of the schedule to determine a berth in the 
playoffs. This ga me proved difficult l

! Both teams put two 
touchdowns on the board. De lt a scoring twice by air. and 
Montrose twice on the ground. The onl y difference in scoring 
came from the ex tra point conversions. Roger Gastineau put both 
of his exIra point attempts through the uprights. giving the 
Panthers a two-point adva ntage. This was the season's first game 
in whic h Delta had not tallied more offensive yards than the ir 
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opponents. Della ru shed for 131 yards compared to Montrose's 
169, and Delt" threw the ba ll for forty·seven when Montrose 
gained seventy-eight yards in the air.'"' With this win the Panthers 
won the school's first league tit le. and their first opportun ity to 
play for the AA State championship. The Panthers would face (he 
Canon City Tigers. 

On the Friday morning before the Panther's final game, a 
group of students and townspeople cheered the ir Panthers and 
sent them o IT. Not onl y did the school"s sludents g ive the team a 
big sendofT, but they also boarded a school "pep" bus and 
traveled to Canon C ity in o rder 10 support their team:" De lta len 
on Friday morning and practiced in Canon C ity later that evening 
in preparation fo r the big game. The TI gers held an ad vantage 
over the visiting Panthe rs by having played in one other state 
championship game. Most of the Della players had watched as 
spectators whi le the Callan Ci ty C ity Tigers had played for the 
championship the prev ious year. 

The Canon C ity TI gers won the co in toss, and chose 10 

recei ve the opening kickoff. Delta's Brian Harder started the game 
with a long kickoff find the P:mthers stopped the TIger's return 
man at the twelve-yard line. Delta held Canon City to three plays. 
and forced them to punt. No one scored unti l late in the fi rst 
quarter when the Panther's Brian Hnrder broke a tac kle to put the 
first score of the game on the board. The extra point failed . and 
Della entered the second quarter with a 6"() lead . The Tigers 
moved the ba ll to the Panther fifteen-yard line early in the second 
period but Brian Harder recovered a fumble by the Tigers. After 
thnt Delta mn success full y. but did not score before halftime.J.· 

Harder again ca me up big for the Panthers in the third 
quarter with hi s best punt of the day. The Tiger s returner. speedy 
Don Ready, fumbled the kick and was forced to recover it in hi s 
own end zone where Della 's Schende l dropped him for a two
point s..1fety.'" With 7:47 left in the third quarter. Canon City 
kicked the ball to the Panthers who fumbled three plays later. 
However, the Tigers offense stalled, and they were forced to pu nt. 
Latcr in the fourth quarter. the Cniion City team moved the ball 
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down the field and scored on a fifty-five· yard pass to Knopp. 
With only 5:55 left in the game. Paolino put the ball in the end 
zone for a two-point conversion. With this score. Caiion City 
closed the gap to 8· 7. the difference being the safely. On the next 
drive of the ga me Dell .. kept the ball by moving it slowly down 
fie ld. and scoring with less than two minutes rema ining in the 
game:'" With the score now 15-7. after Gastineau kicked the extra 
point. the Panthers forced Canon City to fumble the kickoff and 
then ga ined control of the b.., II . Della kept possession of the ball 
until the clock ran out and the Delta Panthers were officiall y 
named the AA State champions." The first stale championship in 
school history exci ted the community and the school. 

The 1960 ch:lInpions.hip season affect(,'d the community 
and school in similar ways. Since the arrival of Don Stimack and 
hi s staff. community support had grown. Parents and businesses 
created booster orga nizations. A booster organization, c"lIed the 
"'Touchdown Club:' brought a number of the town 's citizens 
together at Terrels, a loca l caft on Main Street. where Coach 
Stimack would go talk about the last game and indicate what he 
expected 10 happen in Ihe learn's next game. Winning seasons 
also resulted in support at home ga mes. On the "away ga mes," 
"pep" busses brought the player's classmates to watch their team. 
A nu mber of fans tumed oul to welcome the P"nlhers after they 
won the strite chnmpionship. Approx: imalely 150 ca rloads of 
peop le mel the terl ll1 outside of town, and fo llowed the team into 
Delta with their horns honki ng and their cheers loud enough to be 
heard throughou t the town." Havi ng a successfu l season not only 
gave the learn something to be proud of. it gave the entire 
community an opportunity to come together and celebrate. 

Delta was one of the smallest schools in the AA category, 
one lhat fell in the 500· 1000 student range, Interestingly the 
majority of these schools were in the southern part of the state, 
and most were al so on or nea r Highway 50. So some might say 
that thi s was not just the State championship. but it was the 
"Highway 50Championship:'II! In the fa ll of 1960, when a pound 
of pork chops cost farly-nine ce llts at the loca l Ranch Market~! a 
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group of four coaches and forty·five athletes accompl ished a 
memorable feat. Football players. their coaches. and their efforts 
had earned respect in Delta. Colorado. 

Football Terminology 

End 
Defensive player lined up on the end of the Defensive line 

Linebacker 
A defensive player direct ly behind the line 

OtTensive line 
Offensive front line consists of two tackles. two guards. and 
one center 

Option 
Offensive play whereby the Quarterback reads the defense and 
decides to hand the ba ll off. pitch the ball. or run the ball 

Quarterback 
Offensive back who ca lls the signals 

Running Back 
Offensive player who carries the ball lined up directly behind 
the line 

Veer 
Offense which uses the option as its main attack 
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Ad from the Daily Seutinel, 1908. (Courtesy of the Daily St'llfillei) 



The O.ay Buffalo Bill Came To Town 
By: William L. Tennent · 

September 7, 1908 was not a typical autUinn day in 
Grand·Juncti on. II was the d.1Y Buffa lo Bill came to town. 

Buffalo Bill came to town at the end of a busy summer. 
Plans for the new Highline Comal were progressing and farmers 
were envisionin g the vaSI new lands 10 be opened 10 agriculture 
by Ihal project. The ex isting Grand Va lley orchards were yielding 
bumper crops. Although some fruit trees were dying from over
spraying of arsenic and lime, 185 carloads of fruit had already 
been shi pped from Palisade-the largest amoum of fruit ever 
shipped from that point. One acre in Fruita brought in twelve tons 
of potatoes and the Western Sugar & Land Company was looking 
forwnrd to a large beel harvest. 

Young boys laboring in Ihe fields found their chores 
eased by the tantali zing knowledge Ihat Buffalo Bill was heading 
Ihei r way. The you ng ladies sorting fruil on the pncking house 
Ooors, oUlfitted in neat while summer dresses and high-top shoes, 
secretly anticipated Ihe hundreds of cowboys, zouaves. gauchos, 
and lancers that would be Oood ing into town with Buffalo Bill. 

Amicip..1t ion mn high on Main Street, too. Matrons 
di scussed the upcoming show while shopping in the recently 
• Moo ~~" ill 1\'" ",,11«''''''01113''' ~ fl,lI· li:"''''m "' CUr.rIororlliM<lf)' 1M llIe Mu!Curn ofWe~l~m 

C"IODJo. S"""" .... " ·;n' the MII!Cum. '", loas "'kl..,,·~ ... ~ll""'iliO!\S. includtnJ Cu",~lor ,,""tIC C.ym,n 
hl,,~1 Mu>Ctl".,1Id Dinx.or uf tile I!OI':.!' Ih,-e:1lf1Ol"l Hou>c in S~'''n!\3h. GroI)il. A~ thi~ i..we JOtlo 
In p<t>.>. lot i. hiLm, tile icl'Jlh of II", """",II,o:IIil" Tr"i1. 'n.: Edilori:lt I:kn\l or the ),Hmw,I.{,,,.. 
II .. .,.. .. , $1.,""II"",l Wittia", T~"''''nI ""d ,.., Mu>Ctlm or W("SI<'m CoIorlIdo f .... pmn'~ilOlllO rqonnl 
'h .. li .... all;,;. ..... " him lin.!~;an:d In 1985 in ,he Mw..-"", ),,,,,.,...1. 
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completed baseme nt depanmem of the Fair Store. which was 
declared the equal of any base ment depart mem in the COUlltry. The 
newly opened M.L. Frantz store featu red the latest sheath gown. 
"3 close fitti ng skirt that actuall y revea led the fi gure:' The second 
story of the Reed Block was under construction along the north 
side of Main Street in the 300 block. Scenes from the play VilmOIl 

& Pythias were attracting attenti on at the Magestic Thenter. G lobe 
Dry Goods was celebrating its grn nd openi ng. and the V.M .e.A. 
had contracted to build a $60.000 faci lity of the "most modem. 
best style." Bannister Fumiture and Undertaki ng was. fortunately 
and unfortunately. doing brisk business on both fronts. 

The gentlemen of Gra nd Junction gathered at the Senate. 
the S1. Regis, and the Annex where they di scussed the day's 
events over whiskey and cigars. The prospect of seeing Buffa lo 
Bill en li vened cOllversrltion as did debate over a proposal reported 
in the Daily Sellfillel that " faithless wives be dealt ca pital 
punishment." which seemed like fai r treatment to most of the 
men . The summer also saw the Daily S('IIf;I/ I'I. following the 
trend of the day. featuring slich lurid headlines as "Family 
Poisoned ." "Man Cu ts Wife's Body InlO Small Pieces." and 
"He lpless Man is Eaten by Red Ants." 

Pol itics was also a much debated topic in Gmnd Junction 
when Buffalo Bill came to town. The 1908 presidential ca mpaign 
was in full swing pitt ing Republican William Taft aga inst 
Democrat Willi"m Jennings Bryan (running for the third lime) and 
Soci" li st Eugene V. Debs. The Grand JUllction Nell's vigorously 
supported the Republican and the Sellfillel vigorously supponed 
the Democrat. The Selllillel claimed thm Taft. we ighi ng in at 
nearly 300 pou nds. was too fat to be President. 

In addition to polit ical debate. the summer of antic ipation 
was punctuated by labor unrest when violence between stri king 
D & RG machinists and strikebreakers broke out on Second 
Street. AI least one strikebreake r was seriously injured and was 
taken to Dr. Bull's for allention. 

The week before Buffalo Bill arrived tcn hobos were 
rou nded lip. Iried for vagrancy, and gi\!en one hour 10 leave town. 
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New five room homes were selli ng for $2.800: $200 down and 
$25 per month . Lots on the outskins of town, as far east as Tenth 
Street, were selling for as much as S150. 

Schools had opened with a record attendance. The high 
school had 246 studems compared to the 21 9 enrolled in 1907. 
Teachers a ll over the Gra nd Valley found students having a hard 
time concen trating on the three R's. Their desks seemed 
unnatural prisons and the ir eyes would gaze ou t the windows 
toward the hori zon in expcclation of the appro.'1c hing train ears 
loaded with magica l de lights to be deposited as if from some 
giant Soma's bag in thei r own backyard . The promotional 
broadsides posted arou nd the valley promised that they would 
actua lly be able to see Buffalo Bill "Ex·Chief of Scou ts, Range r, 
Patriot. Pathfinder. and Plainsman, who Positively Appears at 
Every Performance, No Matter What the Weather," 

But the splashy broadsides promised more than a 
glimpse of the noted Col. Cody. They reminded all of their wide· 
eyed readers Ihal Buffalo Bill's Wild West and Congress of 
Rough Riders of the World "stands alone. monarch of its 
sphcre ... picturesquely perpetrating for posteri ty primordial 
pictures of the plains" complete with "feats of skill. nerve, and 
man ly daring ... reckless horsemanship and equine intelligence." 
and ·'epoch· mak ing scenes fl! vived in animated livin g pictures." 

Native Americans were not to be forgotten. The show 
wou ld feature "aboriginal typee {sic l aJld customs" as well as 
scenes "depicting wilh historical exactness the barbaric methods 
of savage warfare, contrasting the cunning of the Indian warrior 
with the vaJorious deeds of the American soldiery" which led to 
Ihe "conquest and eventual civilizalion of the Indian ," The entire 
ex travaganza was, of course. "complete. unchall enged and 
unequa led in ils class," and it was "directed, insti ga ted, 
conceived. originated and perpetuated by the one and only Col. 
William F. Cody." 

On August 3 1. a man of "giant physique and military 
bearing" dressed in a dark suit with Prince Albert con t and big 
black brood· brim hal sport ing a mustache "almost in a class by 
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ilsel f ' checked inlo the 51. Regis. He lisled his residellce as 
"United States:' 

.The impressive gentleman was Major John M. Burke. an 
adva nce-man for Buffalo Bill's Wild West and Congress of 
Rough Riders of Ihe World Show. His role in Grand Junction was 
to promote the show ~nd see that all the preparations had been 
made for the event or. as he put it: "I am sen t out to dispel 
prejudice and educale the ignorant regard ing the west that was 
and as pictured in li fe by Col. Cody and other men who rea lly 
were factors in the west that was." As Colonel Cody's c10se!'1 

personal friend and the lirst general manager of the Wi ld West 
Show. Burke created a nurry of exci tement wherever he traveled. 

Burke informed local residents thm Buffalo. Bill seldom 
visited towns the size of Grand Ju nction. but had decided thi s 
season to visit every part of America. espec ially the smaller c ities 
of the great west. The show. however, would not be scaled down. 
The performance would be identical to that seen in New York, 
London. and Paris. 

Before leaving on the noon tra in to Suit Lake City, the 
Major inOaled loco l pride. The Senti"eI reponed that "he had 
many good words to say regard ing the prosperous appearance of 
Grand Junction, declaring that it is one of the best towns for its 
size he ever visited . He also declared that he was surprised to find 
such an excell ent hotel as the 51. Regis in a city of thi s size." 

On September 6, the day before the great show. a crowd 
of severa l hundred eagerly gathered in the milro..1d yards to 
welcome the three trains bearing Buffalo Bill and company. The 
57 cars pulled into Grand Junction betwcen one and two o'clock 
and systematically expelled their exc iting cargoes causing those 
who watched "to marvel and marvel." Because no officia l Wild 
West Parade was scheduled. the only prev iew of the show wou ld 
be the unlo..1di ng and moving of the properties and paraphernalia 
to the showgrounds located on the edge of town at Pitkin Avcnue 
and Ninth Street. But the moving of the properties to the 
showgrounds constituted a wondrous parade in and of itself. 
What a parade it was: hundreds of wagons. great quantities of 
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canvas. thousands of scats. a big herd of buffalo. more than 100 
Sioux Indians. an army of cowboys and cowgi rls. Cossacks, 
Turks. and people of many nationalities. stage co.1c,hes. old mail 
wagons. and more than 500 horses. ponies. and burros. 

The excited crowd fo llowed the parade along Pitkin to 
the showgrounds where the ex perienced crew quickl y raised 
three huge tents to shelter the livestock and an im mense pavilion 
to serve as a dining room for the nearly 600 humans in the casl. 
Local fecd store operalors were kept busy de li vering hay, straw, 
grain. and bran to lhe grounds. Many curious locals remained at 
the showgrounds long after sundown to chat with the cast and 
crew around the cook fires. 

However. Buffa lo Bill was not the only famous 
personality in town thai nigh!. The politically consc ious mcmbers 
of the community found themse lves drawn to the Park Opera 
House on the eve of the Wi ld West Show to hear "one of the most 
remarkable men in the country:' presidenti al candidate of the 
Soc ialist Party. Eugene V. Debs. The c rowd. one or the greatest 
audiences to ever hear a political spe,lker in Grand Junction , 
began to assemble long before e ight o'clock and grew to nearly 
1,000. Every seat in the house was occupied and Illany spectators 
crowded onto the stage or stood in the wings .. The famoll s 
Chicago Volunteer Soc ialist Band entertained the swe ll ing crowd 
and was presemed with a box of " the finest fruit in the world
Grand Valley peaches" in appreciation. 

The Debs party had arrived 0f1 the "Red Special" the day 
berore having stopped in Lead ville. Glenwood Springs. New Castle. 
Rine. and De Beque enroute. In each community Debs spoke, 
fervently about the industrial conditions in America and the promises 
of the Social ist Party. He was wannly received in all towns except 
Glenwood Springs where his speech on the grounds or the Hotel 
Colorado fell on deaf ears. Debs confessed that the Socialist pany 
had trouble organizing in the rich summer resort town. 

It was 8:35 when Debs. "a giant in physique and not a 
pigmy in intellect," stepped onto the stage and was greeled wi th 
a stann of cheering from the assembled multitude. For nearly an 
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hour 'lI1d a half Debs' booming voice expounded on child labor 
("If there is a crime that should bring the cri mson wave of shame 
to the cheek of man it is chi ld labor."). poverty (,'There were no 
Ifamps finy years ago, the word had not been coined. How many 
tramps are there now?") and women 's rights ("There is no one 
single ri ght accorded to man that should not be accorded 10 
women."). His words were frequently interrupted by roars of 
applause from the crowd. AI the close of hi s address hundreds 
pressed forward to shake hands wit h the great man. 

Later Ihat ni ght the crowd shifted to the depot to bid the 
presidential hopeful and the Chicago Volun teer Socia list Band 
farewe ll. As the "Red Special" disappeared in lO the dark ness 
thoughts less weighty than socialist dogma crept into the minds 
of the crowd. It was after midnight. It was now September 7. the 
day of the Wild West Show. 

The day of the show d~lwned clear and crisp. It was one 
of the Grand Va lley's golden days of aut umn. By nine o'clock a 
large crowd had assembled at the showgrounds. The gates opened 
at ten o'clock and the throng inundated the site. Many people had 
pu rchased their tickets in advance at the Kran & Emerson's Drug 
Store. Admission (inc luding a seat) was SO cent s although many 
people opted for the $ 1.00 grandstand chairs. All seats were 
protected by an enorinous canvas canopy. 

People streamed into Grand Junct ion from every corner 
of the county and beyond. Special trains and regu lar trai ns 
brought hundreds of visitors from Fruita, Palisade. Montrose, 
Ouray, and Delta. (The spec ial Montrose train arrived late and 
many of its passengers reached the grou nds after the show had 
begun .) By II : 15 the crowd had swe lled to we ll ove r 10.000. The 
mass of ··hot but good-natu red humanity" was perhaps the 
greatest crowd Mesa County had ever seen. 

Side shows did a big business before the principal 
performance began. Vocal barkers charged exorbi tant fees and 
practically forced their wares and ex hi bits on the capti ve 
audience. Although the Sell1ille/ later declared the side show to be 
a "rank fake outfit and graftin g concem ... l1ot worthy of the 
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endorsement of the magnificent ex hibition with which it i ~ 

allowed to trave l." the bizalTe sideshow freak s and displ<lYs 
delighted and telTified many Grand Juncti on youngster;. 

Finally. the much awai ted show bcgnn. Ten thousand 
voices united <IS one and a cheer Ihat must have sc~lIIercd deer 0 11 

the Grand Mesa rose from Ninth and Pitk in. During the nex t two 
hours the people got more than the ir 50 cents worth . 

The people of Gr.md Junction. like tho~ in New York and 
Paris. were treated to Col. Cody's complete program. Major 
features inc luded the Battle of Summit Springs (a reenactment of 
the 1867 Indian batt le), A Holiday at T·E Ranch ("wherein Ihe 
pleasures and pastimes of the plainsmen are sci forth in all mct ive 
display .. : ' ). The Great Train Hold· Up and the Band it Huntcrs o( the 
Un ion Pacific ("showing a scene typical of the dangers attendant 
upon early railroading in the Far West, wherein lawlessness is 
punished by the trained represent.31ives of law and order."). 

The crowd nlso cheered Ray Thompson's High School 
Horses. a troupe of highly educated western range horses in 
"displays of surpassing equine inte ll igence:" and Football on 
Horseback featuring a mammoth rubber ball manipulated from 
goal 10 goa l by skillful horses and riders. 

The Rough Riders of the World thrilled the audience with 
non-stop maneuvers of American cowboys. Royn ll ri sh Dragoons. 
Devlin 's Zouaves. Mexican Ruralies. South American gauchos. 
Russian Cossacks. Royal English Lnncers. Bedouin Arabs. U.S. 
Cal vary. and Japanese acrobat s. And there was more to come: 
races of various kinds: the herd of buffalo: the old emigrant trai n: 
the pony express: Johnny Bake .... the ce lebmted marksman: 
Mexican lasso throwers: Maud the Bucking Mu le ('· ... she 
becomes instant ly jagged li ghtcning. an avalanche and a land 
slide. a cyclone and the explosion of a boi lcr. a mixture of hoo(s. 
enrs, leathe .. _ earth and atmosphere, some.thing sens.'1 tional to 
behold." ); the feats of the cowgirl s: bronco busting: and Indian 
WQr d"nccs. 

BUI no one drew more applause than the old seout and 
plainsman himself, Riding lall in Ihe s.'1ddle. he dazzled Ihe crowd 



with his marksmanship and showmanship. The living legend. at 
age 62. was slill able 10 steal the show. As the Sell1;Ile/ later 
reported: "The raven curls have turned white. but the grand o ld 
scout is as handsome as eve r." 

Had anyone stopped c heering long enough to 
conte mplate the makeup of the audience. they might have noted 
its ironic nature. The arena occupied land that less than a 
generation before had be longed to the Ute Indians. Most of the 
c rowd were true pioneers still in the process or wre~;( ing their 
land rrorn nature's harsh grip . All of the crowd li ved in an area 
that was cel1ainly a pan of the real "wi ld west:' an area that even 
a century later would still be considered a re mote fro ntier by most 
o f the nati on. Yet. they had nocked to Ihi s thealrical production 10 

witness scenes of pioneer lire in the Wild West! 
Fo lks who cou ld viv idly recall Ihe Meeker Massacre 

were fasc inated by the mock Indian battle. Real life ranchers 
were being treated to scenes of western ranch life. People from 
Mesa Cou nty. where on ly a month earlier the sheriff had captured 
a horselhief in Plaleau Canyon, were amazed by scenes of the 
bandit hunters. And. alt hough they had no way of knowing it. 
lillie boys thrilli ng to Ihe military drills of Ihe foreign regiments 
wou ld be graduating from high school just in time to march otT to 
a real world war in Europe. 

The minllles new quick ly by and suddenly the show was 
over. Twenty thollsand hands, aching fro m applauding. were 
s lilled. and the breath less crowd drew a huge collecti ve and 
satis fi ed sigh. 

The show ended at one o·c1ock. By four o'clock the lenl 
ci ty and arena had been di smantled, the three trains were loaded. 
and Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show was speeding toward Salt 
Lake Ci ty. 

While at l e~l st one little boy gazed wistfu lly down the 
{rack long after the trains h .. d di sappe:lred. thousands of Weslern 
S lope residents were fanning ou l in all directions to enjoy what 
was left of Labor Day and recou nt the day's ad venture. When the 
Iowa Cl ub met at the Odd Fellows H .. lllhal night. the major topic 
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of discussion would be that morning's show. Duri ng intennission at 
the Park Opcra House that even ing the audience enjoying The 
Rejlll'e//(llioll oj Amll Mar) ' could not help but not compare that stage 
production to the outdoor spectacular they had wi tnessed earlier. 

If anything s.ubstantial was left in the wake of the 
depart ing trai ns, it might have been a collective e motional boost 
for the Western Colorado psyche. One of the world's great 
en tertainments had vis ited Grand Junct io n. The re mote 
settlements of Western Colorado were not a cul tural backwash and 
residents did not need to fee l like they were li ving at the end of the 
earth. For two hou rs on Se ptember 7 they shared a commonality 
with residents of the major capi tols around the world. 

For two hours differences were fo rgotten. Merchants and 
farmers, strikers and strikebreakers, Republicans and Democrats 
and Socialists all came together under Col. Cody's canvas 
ca nopy. That mi ght well have been the most memorable 
occurrence o n Ihe day Buffalo Bill came to town. 
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nook Reviews 

Steven C. Schulte. Wtlyne Aspilltlll wul lite Shaping of the 
American We.\'(. Boulder. CO: Uni versity Press of Colorado. 
2001. Pp. ~ iii . 322. Cloth 29.95. 

In the drought YC:lrS of the early twenty· fi rst cen tury. as 
farmers, munici palities, and wildlife managers contend over 
wrller stored in the gre;u fcderally·bu ilt reservoirs in western 
Colorado, Steve Schulte's volume on the political career of 
Congressman Wayne N. Aspina ll could not be more timely, Few 
public figures in the second half of the twentieth century were 
more innuen tial in water resources development tha n Aspinall . 
"You can ' t take a drink of wuter in Colorado," former Governor 
Dick Lamm was reported to have said. "without remembering 
Wayne Aspinall." 

Yet. no prominent national polit ical figure has been gi\'cn 
less att ention by hi storiuns than the formcr Colorado 
Congressman. Schulte's book goes far in remedy ing this neg lect. 
Tracing Aspinall 's career from hi s years in the Colorado 
legislature th rough his rise as one of the most inlluent ia l 
members of the U.S. Congress. Schullc has carefully documented 
and narrated a moving account of Aspinall's successful. if 
contenti ous. c·arccr, 

First elected to the Congress in 1948 after several years in 
the Colorado General Assembly, Aspinall rose rather quickly to 
become a legendary chair of the House Interior and Insular Affai rs 
Committee. In that role he presided over the enactment of some of 
the nation'S most signilicant natural resources legislati on: the 
Colorado River Storage Project, the Arkansas·Frying Pan Project, 
the Wilderness Act. the Central Arizona Project. and the ambi tious 
Public Land Law Review Commission Act 

Simultaneously, Aspinall became onc of the mos t 
controversial politicttlleaders on the nationul scene. As a staunch 
ad vocate of the "multiple use" conccpt of natural resource 
development, fi rst ad vocatcd in the early twcntieth century by 
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Gifford Pinchot and Theodore Roosevell, the Congressman 
c lashed repeated ly with the rising new forces of 
env ironmentali sm. Though the study of these confrontations has 
been surveyed in othcr works. Schuhc has achieved a fresh 
approach to these evenls from a regional and Aspi nall-centered 
perspective, giving the reader a percepti ve study of the strugg les 
over the Echo Park dam, over wilderness legislation, over dams 
in the Grand Canyon, over atomic energy experimentation. and 
over mining law revis ion. The narrative is quite ri vcling. we ll 
written. excellently researched, and balanced. Though Schulte 
clearly respects and adm ires Aspinall and cred its him wi th 
signifi cant achievemen ts. he does not hesitate to gh'e alieni ion 10 
the Congress man 's crilics. 10 hi s faults and foib les, to his 
m isca leu I at ion s. 

While the general render and the historian will find 
Schulte's book illuminaling and useful, political scientists will be 
attracled to it a lso, since the Congressman 's political career was 
whal Schulte calls "a magnificent study of western American 
politica l power: how 10 achieve it. hold on to it. and, ultimately. 
how to lose it:' Aspinall's ri se 10 a position of power. his use of 
thm power 10 ac hieve his legislati ve goals, and his eventual fall 
from power and grace arc excellently and fairly treated. In 
addition, the work is an excellent study of the dynamics of 
power-wielding in the Congress ional law-making process. 

Asp,inall is seen by some as a bridge between the old 
resource-exploiting culture of the West and the new ecology
driven culture of Ihe region and nation. But as Schulte's study 
makes plain , Aspinall . to the end of hi s life, defied lhe arrival of 
the new order and championed to final breath the nalural 
resources ethic expounded by conservationists of the Progressive 
Era . As his party shifted toward an eco!ogy·driven resource 
management position, Aspinall became increasingly alienated 
from his old pol itical moori ngs. an alienation Ihat led to his 
defeat in the 1976 Democratic primary. 

After Icaving Congress, Aspinall sided wilh the 
Sagebrush Rebels in their quest for state management of the 
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public lands and he continued his fight against the env iron
mental tide while virtually severing hi s connections with the 
Democratic Party. 

At the center of the Aspinall legacy. as fflr as westerners 
are concemed, was his role in the massive dam building effort by 
the federal government in the 1950s and I 960s. His critics were 
convinced that the Congressman never met a dam he did not love. 
As drought in the Rocky Mountain West cont inues, Aspinall 
devotees are quick to pay tribute to the many reservoirs for which 
the "Great Dam Builder" was responsible. Schulte 's biography of 
the Congressman is a tribute 10 Ihat legendary effort. 

Don MacKendrick 
Professor Emeritus. Hislory 
Mesa Slate College 

Vi rginia McConnell Simmons. TIll' VIe I"dial/s of V ItIII , 
Colorado, (l1U1 Nell' Mexico. Niwol; Un iversi ty Press of 
Colorado. 2000. Pp. xv. 323. Cloth 29.95. 

When my review copy of The Ule I"dhllls arrived. I took 
my lecture notes on the subject out of my Colorado History file. 
planning to pencil in some changes. I soon rea li zed Ihat Virginia 
Simmons had rewritten Ute hi story. and that I needed to do the 
same wi th Illy notes. This is the beSI book on Ule history. nnd one 
of the most important books about Colorado 10 appear in the last 
decade. The exce llence of the volu me. however. should surprise 
no one: Si mmons's olher works. such as Bayoll S,,/nt/o. TlI(' Stili 
Luis V(ll/ey. and The Upper A ,.kall.w .I'. Me classics about our slate. 

The Ules consists of I J chaplers which take Ute history 
from prehistory to the present. The fi rst two chapters. "Mother 
Ea rth. Father Sky" <lmj ''The Nuu-ci." introduce UIC I ~nds and 
bands. and explain the world"iew find life style of Ih is group. 
Chapters 3 and 4, "The Coming of the White Man (1 598- 182 1)" 
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and "Trappers, Traders. and Transition ( 18 10- 1846)," trace the 
history from first contact with Europenn-Americans to the end of 
the Mex ican-American war. The next three chapters. "On n 
Coll ision Course ( 1846- 1858)," "Shennan's Solution: Freeze 
and SUlrvc ( 1859- 1867)," Gild "Attempts to Create Reservations 
( 1868- 1874)." detai l the tug of war between the Utes. who wished 
to maintai n their au tonomy, and U.S. mil itary personnel and 
bureaucra ts. who wanted to incorporate the Utes into the 
"American" system. Chapters 8 and 9, "Beating Plowshares into 
Swords ( 1875- 188 1 r' and ''The Unraveli ng Begins ( 1882- 1895)," 
show that Utes mai ntai ned substanti ally different ideas about the 
future than the white scHlers and the U.S, government, and that 
these differences often led to bloodshed. The final two chapters 
in the book, "Disorder and Chaos (1896- 19 15)" and "From the 
Ashes: Today's Ute Indians" take the story from the tum of the 
centu ry to the presenL 

As the chapter outline above demonstrates, Virginia 
Si mmons has wrillen a comprehensive history of the Utes. She 
provides an excellent overview of the land where the Utes lived, 
and their world view. She gives equal attention to the Ute grou ps 
in presen t day Utah, Colorado. :lIld New Mexico. Simmons 
breaks Utes in to twelve bands, and keeps the reader informed 
about the shifting poli tical currents and leadership within and 
among these groups, as well as explaining relationships with 
out siders. Virgi ni a Simmons also provides chronologica l 
com pleteness by covering the story of the Utes from earliest 
ti mes through the twentieth century. 

Thorough researc h enabled Virginia Simmons 10 prov ide 
new material and new interpretal ions of the Ules. She 
de rnonslrates that they were major players in that portion of the 
West that would become Colorado. Utah, and New Mexico. They 
had extensive dealings with the various people who li ved in these 
places. including Hispanics, Navajos. Pueblo Indians, Plains 
Indians. Mormons, and Anglo-Amcricans. A contribution of 
immense importance in th is regard is the author's cnrefu l 
documen tation and analysis of the Indian slave trade and the 
cen tral rolc that the Utes played in it. 
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Virginia Simmons makes a num ber of complicated topics 
understandable. She provides a clear d~linea t ion of the agency 
and subagency systems. carefully weaves the numerous treaties 
into the nalTati ve. and ex plains the hi story of the boarding schoo l 
system and education. She tells the story of exploratory and 
military efforts by Spnin. Mexico. and the Un ited States, locates 
the various forts and trading posts. and discusses thc personncl in 
them who impacted the Utes. She trents the modem period with 
Objectivity and sensitivity. and deJls directly with problems of 
reservat ion li fe such as alcoholism. 

Virginia Simmons brings a love of the subject matter and 
a keen analysis of people to the nalTative. Chapter One. "Mother 
Earth. Father Sky:' is a carefully crafted chapter abQu t Ute lands 
written by someone who has actually seen the places described. 
The historica l characters arc rea l people. Well known Utes. such 
ac; Ouray. Chipcta. Shavano. Colorow. and Ka niache. are woven 
into the general narrative . but do not dominate the story. A host 
of Utes lesser known 10 readers in Colorado-such as Walkara 
and Akhambra- are included in the account. Outsiders also 
appear in the book : who will not smile when reading about non· 
Utes li ke Sam Lone Bear. Fabian Martinez. and Jabcz Ne lson 
Trask who sashayed into Ute history'! Readers will shake their 
heads in di sbelief when readin g about Governor Edward M. 
McCook. Anyone who spends time with the book will leave it 
knowing a great deal about an interesting alTay of people. 

Vi rginia Simmons's literary style is remarkable. In thi s 
book she uses imagery of the Bear and the Bear da nce to link 
chapters and to keep a sense of Utc philosophy and worldv iew 
before readers. The closing lines of the text are: 

The Nuu--ci are dancing. Something stirs. Someth ing is 
awakening. 
Call it cont inuity. Ca ll it the circle of Life. Ca ll it Bear 
(p.258). 

These concluding scntences add a nice touch 10 an outstanding 
book. They reaffinn the mood that the author has carefully craftct.J 
throughout the work- that this is a study about n living and 
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breathing group of people who have a real scnse of their history, and 
know who they are and how thcy relate to the world around them. 

The work is care full y endnoted. con tains an index , and 
has a 20- page bibliography that wi ll become the standard starti ng 
place fo r other historians work ing on the Utes. The University 
Press o f Colo rado produced a visually pleasing book with an 
aHractive dust jackel. 57 illu strations. and 9 maps. The maps are 
among the most helpful parts of the book. helping readers to 
locate the Ute bands. the shifting boundaries o f reservations, and 
"UIC agenc ies. subagencies, and Indian farms." 

Thi s book is a substantial contributio n to the hi story of 
Colorado. ~md the history of the Western S lope. It belongs in alt 
perso nal a nd public libraries wit h coll ec tion s o n Native 
Americans and Colorado. 

Thi s is Virginia Simmons's best book to date. I hope she 
has begu n another project on Colorado and ils Weslern Slope. 

Paul Reddin 
Mesa Stale College . 

Abbott Fay. Tile SfOlY of Colorado \villes. Montrose. CO: 
Western Reflections Publishing Company. 2002. Pp. x, 1/ 8. 
Paper 12.95. 

Most readers will a lready know Ihat Abbott Fay has 
written severa l books o n Colorado hi sto ry. Fay. a retired histo ry 
professor at Western State College. continues to be active in 
research ing. writing. and teaching the hi story of the Centenn ial 
State. Among his ten publi shed works are histories o f Weslern 
State College. the Colorado ski industry. and a biographical 
collection o f natio nally famous Coloradans. Fay's book I Nel'er 
Knell' Tllm Abow C%ft/do ( 1997), contains nearl y fifty years of 
hi storical research. 
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Tile Story of Colorado W'iIl L'S tack les the hi story of 
Colorado's wine industry with style. The book 's 45 chapters are 
brief, but packed with usefu l and delightful information. The 
stale can now boast two nationally recogni zed viticultu ra l 
reg ions. which produce 95 percent of Colorado's wine grapes: the 
"Grand Valley" and the "West Elk MoulUain" regions. The first 
two chapters of this publication trace winemaking back to the 
Colorado Territory in the 18605, and to 1882 when the Western 
Slope was opened to white senl cmenl. Pioneers planted flllit Irces 
and grapevines in their gardens and on their farms for private 
consumption, or to se ll to neighbors. The Women 's Chri stian 
Temperance Movement caused the de mise of many a grape vine, 
but even during the Prohibition era individua ls found ways to 
continue making home wi nes. It was not unti l the late 1960s thnt 
winemaking in Colorado began its "Rcnaissancc" (po 7) under the 
direction of Dr. Gera ld and Mary Invancie, and Ji m and Ann 
Seewald. After present ing the history of Colorado wines from 
private production to world·renowned success. Abbott Fay goes 
on to ex plain the process of wine tasting (in competition) and the 
geograph ic. geo logiC. and climatic factors that go into maki ng 
Colorado's grapes and wines among the best in the nation and 
across the globe. 

In the sections labeled "The Wincm,lkers" and "The 
Newcomers," Fay provides brief vignette .. on Colorado's 37 
wi neries in a way that captures the humor, persona lity. and style 
of the wineries's owners with such chapter tit les as "Behind the 
Chardonnay Chicken ..... Whcre the Coyotes Stole the Grapes." 
"Gussie 's One· Woman Wi nery:' "Wall paper Hangers Make 
Good Wine:' and "Where the Elk Get Together." The wi ne labe ls 
are equally enchanting and delicious. Some are classic. even 
romantic, and reminiscent of the Old World . All promote the 
surrounding Colorado landscape. legends, or landmarks. Some 
labels roar with humor. A sampling of such humor would include 
TyrCII/1I0S{l/I,."S Red and C(} II~~CII' Rill/ (Carlson Vineya rds), 
A\'(Iftmclie Ruse (Grand Ri ver Vineyards). Ski BIlI/IIY Bilish and 
H()II'Ii,,' Coyote Red (Rocky Hill Wi nery). !Ville Chick Wit;/(, 
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(Augustiml 's Winery). and Blueberry BIi~':; (SI. Kathryn Cellars). 
By prov iding brief histories of these indi viduals and their 
wineries. The Story oj Colorado lVil/e.~ presents a cornucopia of 
immigrant and America n~born traditions that have blended 
IOgether to make the Colorado wine industry worthy of 
international attention. 

In thi s concise and we ll ~organized book. Fay has also 
managed to wri te a very handy guide to Colorado's wineries. Fay 
lists addresses. phone num bers. tasting times. and a brief list of 
the types of wines produced at that location. Espec ially useful are 
Ihe two maps in the front of the book: the fi rst showing wineries 
within the state of Colorado. the second focusing on Grand Valley 
wineries. Fay's chapter "Let's Ce lebrate" provides dates for 
Colorado's wine festi vals in Palisade. Lafayette, Telluride and 
Snowmass. The author even includes a list of li mousine. van and 
shutt le services available for those who wish to take a sampling 
tour of the Grand Valley while avoiding any DUl 's. To all ow his 
readers to gather even more information. Fay prov ides an 
Appendix which supplies the website for the Colorado Wi ne 
IndusLry Board where readers can find maps, wine recipes, 
wineries, and up-coming events. Websites for several of the 
individual wineries " include the historical information. locat ion, 
tasting room hours. a wine list. and on-line ordering capabilities" 
(p. I09). Abbou Fay has once again provided a wonderfu l 
refere nce on Colorado's history as well as a promotional gu ide to 
Color;tdo's Wine industry. Western Reflections can also be 
applauded for producing an attractive publication. Residents and 
lourists alike will find The Story oj Colorado \Villes emer1aining 
and practical. 

Janet C. Mease 
)01/1'1/(/ / oJ llie Westem Slape 
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JOURNAL OF THE WESTERN SLOPE is published quar
terly by two student organizations at Mesa Stale College: 
the Mesa State College Historical Society and the Alpha
Gamma·Epsilon Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta. Annual sub
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)(erol copies are not aa:eptallIe 

5) Send eopoe$. not lhe origina". 01 gra9tl$. et\aru.. and maps. Such malerial mull be dean 
IIInd IUltabie lor flIPfOductIon. These itema wiH nol be Illumed. 

6) AUlnors submiltiog er1ides, wtrich !octude oral hisIOIY 01 interviews. musl sand the 8ppt()' 
priate I8leaae fOfTTl slgf\&d t:I'f lhe subfec\{I ) 01 the interview(s). Those needing re!eaw 
forms should wl"i1e me ediiOfS. 

7) Mlsrs wishing to submiI COYer drawin9s 11118 asked 10 wrile the editors beIore aendIng 
malerials because drawings ml,l$l relale 10 lIIr1ic1es published in the Journal. MiSts must 
grlllli perrncsslon irI wming OIIII01e a draWIng wiI be pmled. S\aJldem 1I1e.5oI fomn: II" 
available Irom the ed\Iots. 
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Iligher Educ:llioo and Mes:. S' :I4<' Cotil'g<: A SllIdy of Roles 
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Colorado 
'2 A Rrmin iS4~ or ", l('Sa College at t~ En ... orwortd War II 19-'4-
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The Maohmran Projt'Cl on till' Culomdo Ptmeau 
The Plateau Canyoo Rood 
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RC11lio isccnccs of an InWlerntl: Colorodu Skirr 
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