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A Thousand Year Old Pine, Mesa Verde, and Enos Mills 
By Dr. Jeff Brigham' 

Author's Note: Enos Mills (1 870-1922) is recognized as the 
father of Rocky Mountain National Park. His Western Slope 
endeavors included observer, deputy state engineer, and natu
rali st. When a Mancos sawmill had contracted to cut "Old 
Pine" nearby to Mesa Verde, Enos was notified. He had 
camped beside it many times, had spoken about it often, and 
could not be absent at the time of its demise. 

The giant, venerable yellow pine experienced climatic 
changes and witnessed Native Americans' goings-on likely 
before the Anasazi constructed their homes in this immediate 
environment of Mesa Verde. I The 1047 year-old pine was 
cut down in t 903, and Enos Mills had been invited to its 
obsequy. He never explained why it had to be cut down, but 
a Mancos lumberman seemed to prize its prospective lumber. 
Thus, Mills was forewarned of its impending demise and he 
decided to be present. 2 

Mills had camped by the "Old Pine" oftentimes as he 
ventured to nearby Mesa Verde. His photograph of the ma
jestic old one appears as a fronti spiece in the 1994 edition of 

• Dr. kffBrlgh:lm Iwl been 1'1 i,l, ,he Mesa SilIICCoIlq:e Tache. Edoca,ion Oopanmcnc farlen)'CIII$: he .. u 
.... i' h Mesal MeI' o for fke. and at Metropolitan S,.,e clln~ rll' 'en ~3~ prior 10 lhe ' 1'10 colleges· 
oollalMQlion. lie is pmently ,he S,.,e mon:Ii...wr for lhe"", Leopold EdOOlllion J>rojea. ori;inally 
dc-.clopfd .. ,lie: Uni>crllly af Wiseon.;n. lie (o-dill'C1ed Enos Mills Semi"." in Roc~y Maunaln 
Na,ional P,rli: befllll' ('OI1Ii", III Mni S,a,e Col~. 
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Mills' story of his " friend." Its trunk was eight feet in diam· 
eter; and while lightning had struck offits very top, it was not 
only a very healthy Conifer, but also one which exhibited "wav· 
ing evergreen banners from a height of li S feet.") 

Mills did not perceive the Pine 's fa lling as a death, but 
as an opening-up of its diary. "From its stand between the 
Mesa and the pine·plumed mountain, this giant had seen the 
panorama of the seasons and many a strange pageant."4 Mi ll s 
also knew that the lumbermen's axes would reveal a fairly 
accurate record of climatic factors, wildlife trespasses, and 
strife of various other kinds. He departed that very day of 
receiving word of the lumbermen's intent, and thus he was 
able to go out with them for one last view of this grand and 
impressive tree with which he saw so much individuality and 
character- almost a heroic appearance. As the two loggers 
swun~ their axes, a Douglas squirrel "made a claim of owner· 
ship." 

Yet, Mills knew that the tree's cross-section could re· 
veal many other secrets. He was to shortly read the chronol· 
ogy of this pine; the same as Aldo Leopold described the cut· 
ting of the oak in A Sand COl/flllY Alnl(lIlac, some 40 years 
later.6 Final blows brought down Mi lls' Old Pine with sucb 
force produced by its enormous weight that it shattered. The 
lumbermen adjudged it not worth sawing into lumber. It was 
left to rot on the spot; and thus began Mi lls' thoughtful dis
section of its trunk and li mbs. 

What was to follow became Mills' reading of the re
vealing diary of hi s old friend. At its stump he counted 1047 
rings: born in 856; died in 1903. First findings from examina
tion of its rings showed the unusual sequence of favorable 
growth seasons: drought, heavy rain, cold. Mills' astute eye 
noticed many early assaults upon the Pine- be they burns, 

2 



bites, bruises or tearing at its limbs. It had been the "tree in 
the trail" of many happenings and passers-by;7 and it now 
wrote an intriguing hi story for Mills' discovery. 

Early on, Mills found evidence that the tree had. many 
times, straightened-up after heavy snowfall s bent it to the 
horizontal. Its first century was tranquil , and rapid growth 
assured it ofa durable existence and long life. A close family 
member provoked it to grow slowly on one of its quarter sides. 

The 135th year exhibited perhaps this neighbor's falJ
ing and stabbing the Old Pine severely with two limbs. So 
proceeded this marvelous story through ten centuries: wood
peckersurgeons relieved the Pine of colonies of borers; stonns 
threw natural objects into the hide of the tree. Each intrusion 
was healed-over, and the Pine continued its existence. Light
ning struck-off its top in 1301 ; a shoulder, too, was shattered. 
Soon after, a violent wind tore off several of its arms.' Yet, 
time allowed Mill's friend to again heal and go on. 

The year 1486 exhibited arrowheads imbedded in the 
tree's fabric , and Mills speculated about the use of the tree as 
a target or a shield during a battle of Indians. 1492 was as 
good for the Pine as it was for Columbus. While the Spanish 
explorers were finding the cliff-houses in 1540, they likely 
built campfires at its base and hacked-off bits of the tree with 
axes. Mills sunnised these Spanish intrusions because Indians 
were not given to mutilating trees.9 

Another remarkable finding for Mills was the evidence 
of an 1811 or 1812 earthquake; the wood was checkered and 
shattered and even broken horizontally. Two roots were sev
ered, and rocks were imbedded. From this Mills' deduced that 
very turbulent earth shaking took place. 1881 showed docu
mentation ofa hunting party using the tree as a target, and not 
only were these modem rifle bullets found embedded, but an
other fire trespassed upon the ankles of the Old Pine. 
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What seems so remarkable about this story is the fact 
that dendrology was in its infancy in the United States before 
the tum of the century. Mills shows his natural inquisitiveness 
and his abi lity to diagnose earth happenings through natural 
interpret ive skill s unrecognized at the time. 

The old friend had been left to live-out its last years in 
peace, and Mills wondered how much longer it may have 
thrived had the axe-men not prevailed. He gave it a fitting 
tribute by piling its parts into a pyramid; sitting atop this pile 
for further speculation and homage; then, saying goodbye and 
requesting the axe-men to bum the remnants. 

Such nature-sensitive sorting may be found in a ll of 
Enos Mills' writings. They offer us, today, great respect and 
appreciation for Colorado's natural surroundings and the peace 
found therein. "So not in va in was the tragedy of the Pine of 

" a Thousand Years." 
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~ Ibid .. 4 . 
, Aldo Leopold, A Sond COllllt')' Almanac (New York: Oxford Univer· 
sity Press. 1968), 6-18. 

6 Ibid. 

J Holling C. Holling, Tree in the Truil (Boston: Houghton Mimin Com
pany, 1970). Chapters 1-7. 

IMills, The Sto/)'o! a nIDI/sand - Year Pille. 8- 10. 

~Jbid ., 12. . 
Chapman, Thousand Year Pme. n.p. 

5 



cillO. 3 

.cl l1li. 4 

-

--
Icl 110. 6 

' .............. k 

Constitutional 
Amendments 

STIlE Of CIlORlDO, Cllilty ~ lilia, II. 

In IccordanClIII~ 1111 PIOIIWI ~ IIclllas 19 
and 20 01 CQplu W1Y. If fill flIIIIrIl Slatutes 01 
1883 01 Iht SlIII ~ CllIorHo. beilllt 1IC1 11 SIc· , 
lioo 2142 IIImei 811111es tf Cllllfldo, 1908, IlllIce . 
~ h~ell ifni 1\11 I Slnertl fieeHOI 1111 be held I 
Ih. 1111111 rms lili ,,'"' ~eelacll II fill Sial. 
aloresa~, II lUI, Ibe TbIA AI 01 1111.-, I. D. : 
1914. lheredl be sirIrnIffld 10 lie IIIIll1f1111eiICto~ 
oflhe SIIII If ClliIIniI.1be 10llorlal CouHIlIllriII , 
ImIaIMlt lei R1f1lT.d kllilD WffI:tf IRE TO BE • 
PlICED IIIlltE OFIlCIIl BlllOT • 111 FIII.1OW1f1S . 
ORDER TO·WIT: 

. OIeslloo 10. 2 
• t 'o. an .", ... ~ ...... t ... he c-.ltuU .... of , .. ~ .. " ~r .. 

Colo . .... b, .'.LI~~ , "" ........ _ ... 1<1<. t. "" nMR<I .. , ... 1 . .. 1 J' 
"pa'''' .. " An!rlo- lOm.....t.'OI.k . .... e ' ''''''''''." I'f"~""""~ 
..... Ie '" i., ....... ,.~ Ii ............ t ho ... n.r,.., .... """ ,""",. r 
\& ..... of 1.lo. k aUol I;"u,,,. lor I""JIOM'I.' .. I. or " II 

Api ... , &/I • .....J .... , t •• "" (' .... (lu' .... 0' lIN- ~ .. ,. 
of 001 ....... b, o6OiII. ''''' ..... . .......... itl<. t ......... , .. ,.,.. £ .. 1 
CSOOlp,'td •• "A rUtW XX II_ lo""'k . , ;o_ l .......... - rroIo,""i •• , ~, 
..... of ;o ..... Ltto,v.. I""", .. "not tho _ ."r."." ".,' ,,,,,".n ... ,,, 
of ;0' ''1.<-.';., 11_ I •• 1"'_ or •• 1 • • f . ,ro 

6 



Women, Politics, and Booze: 
Prohibition in Mesa County, 1908-1933 

By Jerritt Frank· 

Although historians have documented the topic of Pro
hibition in many books and articles, case studies in Colorado 
are nearly non-existent. This article seeks to fill the gap in 
historica l research and demonstrate the uniqueness of the 
movement in the Grand Valley. Prohibition was instituted in 
Colorado in 1916, and nationally in 19 19; Mesa County had 
been "dry" since 1909. Grand Va lley c itizens were realizing 
the futility involved in successful enforcement of Prohibition 
long before the rest ofthe nation came to the same conclusion 
and repealed the Eighteenth Amendment with the Twenty
first Amendment in 1933. 

The struggle in Mesa County to obta in and maintain 
Prohibition impacted the political climate and the makeup and 
function of social organizations. Prohibition also changed 
crime and the nature of criminals in Mesa County. An exami
nation of local organizations. early election results, reactions 
to Prohibition in Mesa County, and problems with enforcing 
Prohibition laws will demonstrate how and why Prohibition 

• Jerrin Frallk graduated from Mesa State College with II Bachelors of Ans ill 1999. Jenin 
is werli llg on his M.A. ill rt1vil"()fll11efltlll history al the Uni\"ersity ofMOntaoa and plans 10 
enter a Ph.D. projIram in the fall of2002. 
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fai led locally as well as nationally. In add ition, voting trends, 
annual crime reports, and a decline in local campaigning all 
indicate a loss of interest in Mesa County toward thi s social 
reform experiment well before the passage of the Volstead 
Act. However, to appreciate fully the intricac ies and nuances 
of the Prohibition movement on a local level , one must have a 
historical background of how and why it occurred. 

After the Civil War a new era began: rai lroads spanned 
the nation, factories turned out a multitude of new products, 
and the "robber barons," men who dominated business, used 
new ideas about scientific management and production tech
niques to rise 10 power. In an effort to restore prosperity to 
the nation, the government adopted the philosophy of laissez
faire. which meant that business was virtually unregulated. 
Underpaid and overworked people lived under appal li ng con
ditions in the inner city while the middle-class fought to main
tain their income and status. Meanwhile, the elite few grew 
wealthier and more powerful. Concerned about what was 
happening and fearing a lower-class revolut ion, middle-class 
leaders established a reform movement designed to end the 
reign of the robber barons and ease growing disconten t- the 
progressive movement was born. I 

Progressive reformers directed the ir efforts at pass
ing legislation to limit monopolies, improve the standard of 
living for the average American, and create a nation based on 
efficient and sc ientifically managed behavior. Prohibition of 
alcohol was an important component of their social reform 
vision. Claiming that eradicating liquor would moral ly upli ft 
people and improve society, Prohibitionists moved to elimi
nate the production and consumption of alcohol. The argu
ment to support this reform movement emerged from three 
fronts: moral , scientific, and economic. 
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Usually led by the Methodists, those espousing the 
moral argument claimed that alcohol damaged society by un
dermining "man's health. impairing his reason, dulling his con
science, and obliterating hi s fear of God."2 in Prohibition 
and the Progressive Movement, historian James Timberlake 
contends, "By destroying man 's love of God, intemperance, 
the churches be lieved, al so destroyed Christianity's most pow
erful incentive to self-discipline and social morality.") Moral
ists believed that ifman could be persuaded to abstain from 
drinking alcohol , he would seek God and be uplifted. 

The introduction, development, and documentation of 
scientific information became the bedrock of the Prohibition 
movement by demonstrating the negative physiological effects 
ofalcohol.4 As scientific studies were reported, progressives 
had more and more evidence that linked alcohol to social prob
lems. In 186.6, Physician Benjamin Ward Richardson first dis
pelled the longstanding myth that a lcohol warmed the body 
and proved that the opposite was true. ~ Professor Emil 
Kraepelin of the Universities ofHeideJberg and Munich con
cluded that even very small portions of alcohol depressed, 
rather than stimulated, the brain and nervous system.6 Other 
research said that parental alcoholism created idiocy, epilepsy, 
feeble-mindedness, and mental deficiency in children.7 Stud
ies also linked drinking to insanity and a host of other mental 
problems.8 According to Timberlake, the "scientific argu
ment against moderate drinking ultimately proved to be of 
decisive importance in changing the public attitude toward 
Iiquor: >9 The value of these studies lay not in their sc ientific 
validity, but rather in Americans' general wi llingness to re
evaluate tbe place of alcohol in American society. 

The economic argument against alcohol posited that 
strong 9rink made workers Jess productive and American in-
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dustry less efficient. Employers made direct correlations be· 
tween drinking, accidents, and overa ll safety on the job. Since 
accidents cost companies a great deal of money annually, in· 
dustry leaders began demanding that workers not drink in the 
workplace. By the end of the 1880s, well over half of the 
nation 's primary railroads forbade thei r employees to drink 
on the job. 10 

Progressives also linked the di smal conditions in the 
urban slums to the consumption of alcohol. Consequently, 
accord ing to Timberlake, "Americans naturally came to es· 
teem sobriety and to rank it high among the virtues that guar
anteed success."" In 1893 a group of nationally prominent 
men from all walks of Ufe formed an organizat ion ca lled the 
Committee of Fifty. Their mission was to study the liquor 
problem and gather objective evidence of the social , economic, 
politica l, and physiological aspects of liquor use, which they 
published in a series of volumes between 1897 and \903.12 In 
1899, when Grand Junction had been incorporated for seven
teen years, the Committee of Fifty investigated the correla
tion between drinking and poverty and published their results 
under the title EcofiomicAspecls o/the Liquor Problem, which 
linked alcohol to twenty-five percent of all poverty cases. After 
surveying fifty almshouses, they found as high as thirty-nine 
percent of the paupers owed their plight to liquor. Such data 
became a valuable tool used by Prohibitionists to reinforce 
the notion that drinking caused poverty. In addition, the Com
mittee of Fifty linked alcohol to crime, domestic violence, di
vorce, and abandonment of children. I ) it was then rational
ized that if alcohol was removed from the equat ion, these so
cial problems would reverse themselves and li ving conditions 
would improve. A grand social experiment had been devel· 
oped. 

Study after study connected alcohol to godlessness, 
industrial inefficacy, poverty. crime, divorce, physica l and 
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mental illness, and child neglect. With a plethora of inform a
tion from the three fronts of the Prohibitionist's campaign
moral, scienti fic, and economic-many people advocated clos
ing saloons and the prohibition of alcohol as a means to end 
drinkjng and the ev il s that resulted.l~ Once the problem had 
been identified and a solution agreed upon, people began or
ganizing in an effort to create legislation that would prohibit 
the sale or consumption of liquor. 

Many groups took part in the temperance movement , 
but two led the way: the Anti-Saloon League (ASt) and the 
Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). Both were 
created with the same goal, constitutional Prohibition, but each 
employed different means to achieve their end. Even so, they 
did complement each other and without either of them it is 
doubtful that Prohibition would have ever become a reality. 

The ASL of Colorado was founded in 1897 and played 
a major role in the Prohibition movement in the state. IS Al
though not the first Prohibition Party to exist in Colorado, the 
ASL was effect ive in securi ng key legislation that changed the 
nature of the battle against alcohol. According to hi storian 
Norman H. Clark in Deliver Us From Evil, the role the ASL 
played in securing and then using local option laws was cru
cial. Local option meant just that; once this legislation was 
passed, counties or cities could go "dry," regardless of state 
law. Thirty-seven states had local option laws by 1900; Colo
rado obtained it in 1907. 16 This piece of legislat ion became 
the ASL's version of "popular sovereignty" by allowing the 
smallest of communities to decide their own fate on this issue. 
The WCTU also used local option laws to their advantage. 17 

According to Clark, local option was "a critical step toward 
drying up the states piecemeal, toward gradually isolating the 
wet centers and shattering wet opposition."ls 
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The local option law armed local Prohibitionists with 
a toollhat would ensure victory. They had enough followers 
in some districts and wards to pass prohibitionary measures, 
and by patient ly educa ting those who did not in itially take up 
the cause, they slowly swallowed the county, state, and then 
the nation. One year following the passage of the local option 
law in Colorado, Mesa County voted itself dry- local option 
was a powerful weapon indeed. 

The WCTU was officially organized on November 7, 
1874, in a Presbyterian Church in Cleveland, Ohio, and fought 
for over forty years to achieve Prohibition. They employed 
the white ribbon, which represented purity, as their symbol. 
These spirited women adopted "For God, Home, and Nat ive 
Land" as their motto . They took up the causes of civil rights 
for both sexes-an eight-hour workday and the destruction of 
liquor traffic. Their ultimate object ive was constitutional Pro
hibition.'9 Once the national party was created, they worked 
to create a union in every town across the nation. 

Mrs. S. R. Pickett of Whitewater, who served as the 
District President of Western Colorado, organized the loca l 
WCTU in December of 1889. To ac hieve countywide Prohi 
bition, lhe local union establi shed several priorities: to ensure 
that the Sabbath was observed, adhere to loyal legion, and 
give temperance instruction in Sunday and public schools. For 
the first two years, the Union met in the Gospel tent located 
on Main Street. Not until 189 1 did they procure a space in a 
more permanent structure on the comer of Third and Main 
Streets. In 1893, with the help of the YMCA, the group moved 
aga in to the corner of Fifth and Main Streets.20 

The WCTU's involvement in the battle for a "dry" 
Mesa County demonstrates how national organizat ions oper
ated on a loca l level and influenced loca l political events. 
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Another sign ificant factor in the political equation was that 
Colorado women gained the ri ght to vote in 1893, well ahead 
of most other states. Although the WCTU was not a polit ica l 
party, its devoted members, which incl uded a high percentage 
of women, impacted local elections concerning Prohibition. 
Through regular meetings, soc ia l functions, and lectures in 
local schools, the local WCTU members worked to change 
the system in Mesa County. 

On October 6, 1909, the state convention of the WCTU 
opened at the First Presbyterian Church in Pueblo. In her 
opening address, Mrs. Hungerford, President ofthe organiza
tion, declared that the Slate of Colorado could be dry by 1912. 
She announced that it was necessary to reach "every county 
with the facts about prohibition" and that the WCTU would 
work to "secure the cooperation of religious and humanitar
ian organizat ions and convince leading business and profes
sional men of the reasonableness of [their] efforts."21 

Hungerford then outlined what must be done to ensure vic
tory when the issue came to a vote. She felt that success 
would come only if the organization continued to educate the 
public and fight to get every "town, city and country] precinct 
dry that wi ll ever become so under local option."12 This state
ment reveals the WCTU's methods; through education and 
the local option law, they sought to divide and conquer. Piece
by-piece these spirited citizens worked to convert a city, county, 
state, and nation to their cause. 

The Palisade chapter of the WCTU secured a weekly 
column in the Palisade Tribune that they used to reach the 
public. In the fi rst columns, the WCTU out lined its goals and 
methods to achieve them. They explained that although they 
were not politicians in the general meaning of the word, they 
believed in the power of the ballot. They announced that they 
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stood for "educational advancement and for the homes and 
general welfare of Palisade," and that they would nevcr"give 
up the war until the liquor traffic is vanquished."23 

Armed with scientific evidence, a local option law, and 
standing on the moral high ground, Prohibitionists waged war 
in Mesa County. The alcohol issue was an important one for 
most people and is reflected in the ballot records; every elec
tion containing Prohibitionist legislation sparked a spirited fight 
and yie lded a high voter turnout. The anti-sa loon citizens of 
Mesa County finally earned a chance to put the question of 
countywide Prohibition to a vote in November of 1908. Both 
sides anx iously awaited the results of the first vote on whether 
or not Mesa County should become anti-saloon territory. Pro
and ant i-Prohibition parties predicted victory. As the results 
came in from each oftile fourteen precincts, it became appar
ent that the Prohibitionists had won a great victory. Of the 
2,392 voters who cast a ballot, 1,823 (76%) were cast for 
Mesa County becoming anti-saloon, while only 569 (24%) 
voted to keep it "wet." This represented the first of many 
such elections the anti-drinking group would win by a wide 
margin. However, that margin of victory would slip with each 
subsequent e lection. 24 

Five months later, in April of 1909, the issue was 
brought before the public as to whether or not the city of 
Grand Junction should become anti-sa loon territory. Judging 
again from voter turnout, the people wanted their opinions 
known. Of the 2,489 people who voted on thi s issue, 1,480 
(59%) voted yes while only 1,009 (40%) voted no. The ad
vocates for a dry Mesa County had gamered almost sixty per
cent of the vote and added Grand Junction to the li st ofteni
tories eschewing sa loons and liquor. 25 If these numbers are 
compared to the number of eligible voters fo r thi s time pe-
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riod, as calculated by historian Kathleen Underwood in Town 
Building on the Colorado Frontier, more than fifty percent of 
all e li gib le voters turned OUt.26 

Once the results ofthe election became public "one of 
the biggest and most remarkable political demonstrations in 
the hi story of the western s lope [sic] occurred" when the ASL 
organized a parade through the streets of the city. Early on 
the morning of Apri l 6, 1909, a crowd ofpeopJe representing 
several religious denominations and various other citizens 
began gathering at churches around the community. Approxi
mately 1,500 children and 500 adults participated in the pa
rade, marching up and down the streets, waving banners, and 
s inging songs. Included in the crowd were about 100 loca l 
ranchers and 300 pupils from the Indian school.27 Expecta
tions were high that this legislation wou ld uplift the people 
and speed the growth of this budding community. 

The creation of an anti-sa loon territory was not the 
only victory for the Prohibitionists in the election of 1909. 
Under the banner headline "TIDAL WAVE OF TEMPER
ANCE SWEEPS OVER GRAND JUNCTION," the Grand 
Junction Daily Sentinel posted election results for various city 
officials. On November 3, 1909, Grand Junction elected an 
anti -sa loon mayor, city clerk. and four aldermen.28 Accord
ing to the Daily Sentinel, the new mayor, James H. Lee, would 
vote with the a ldermen on thi s issue: "the anti -sa loon forces 
can and will control the city government."Z9 Elected officials 
who staunchly advocated Prohibition would be a key issue for 
the next seven years until voters passed statewide Prohibition 
in 1916. Without the support of elected officials, enforce
ment of the local option law would have become problematic 
ifnot impossible. 

The City Council immediately faced a thorny issue; 
how long could local saloons operate before they were shut 
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down? Many citizens of Mesa County pressed to close them 
just ten days following the election. The saloonkeepers pro
tested this was unfair and appealed to the city council for an 
extension that would allow them time to "close out their busi
nesses, dispose of their fixtures, stock, etc., without suffering 
a serious loss." According to the Daily Sentinel, this meeting 
of the City Council promised to be important and interest
ing.30 

As the members of City Council took their seats, the 
room filled past capacity with twenty to thirty curious and 
concerned citizens having to stand throughout the entire meet
ing. The Daily Sentinel estimated that approximately ninety 
people came to watch the proceedings.3 1 After the reading of 
the minutes, the City Clerk read the petitions for license re
newal. Saloonkeepers asked for a six-month extension- from 
April 17 to October 17.32 After di scussing the legal aspects 
of the extension, the matter was put to a vote. According to 
the Daily Sentinel, it was "rea lly quite a dramatic moment, 
that final role call on this final phase of a bitter local fight.")) 
As absolute silence fell over the spectators, each of the eight 
aldennen went on record with their vote. In the end, four 
voted for license extension and four voted against it; the vote 
was a tie and the matter now lay in the hands of Mayor 
Wentworth , who was in the final days of his term. Without a 
moment's hesitation Wentworth replied, "Then the motion is 
lost, Mr. Clerk, I vote no.'* With thi s the last hope of the 
saloonkeepers was crushed, and they were given just ten days, 
until April 17, to wrap up their business concerns and close. 
It was a dramatic moment in Grand Junction history that set 
the tone on this matter for years to come-saloonkeepers 
would receive no public sympathy. 

While the tension surrounding the extension of liquor 
licenses rose, another group oflocal businessmen adjusted to 
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the new situation. Druggists of Grand Junction had orga
nized and signed a petition asking that the City Council "ab
solutely prohibit the sale ofliquors, wines, etc. , in drug stores 
in Grand Junction."JS The prohibitionary measures passed 
under the local option law allowed for medicinal use of alco
hol , but local druggists wanted to publicly announce their 
stance against alcohol. Knowing that the citizens of Grand 
Junction favored prohibiting the sale of liquor, druggists pre
ferred not to sell it Their position, in part, reflected an eco
nomic reality. During this time period women did the house
hold shopping, and a large percentage of those women sup
ported Prohibition. Consequently, local druggists publicly de
nounced the sale of alcohol. With the membership of the 
WCTU in Mesa County estimated at 600 in 1910, druggists 
felt economk pressure to admonish the sale of alcohol.36 

As a result of years of effort by local organizations, 
the local option law, sentiment against alcohol, and two suc
cessful local elections, bars were set to close on April 17, 
1909. The new law would put ten retail liquor houses out of 
business: the Senate, Annex, Upton, Abbey, Board of Trade, 
Ranch, SI. Regis, Royalty Club, Pacific, and Paragon. In ad
dition, one wholesale establi shment would close as a result of 
the elections. According to the Daily Selililiel of April 17, 
1909, it was "about the busiest day the liquor houses of Grand 
Junction ever experienced" as citizens rushed to "stock up" 
while they could st ill legally obtain liquor. At the stroke of 
midnight all ofthe saloons were out of business. Mesa County, 
one of the largest counties in the West, was officially "dry."37 

Although it appeared that this issue had been resolved, 
the opposite was true. Controversy surrounding Prohibition 
marked every election in Mesa County between 1908 and 1916. 
In many cases a candidate's declaration of "wet" or "dry" 
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determined whether or not they would be elected. Although 
the ASL and WCTU had won critical local victories in 1908 
and 1909, their work was just beginning. After these initial 
elections. they had to apply constam pressure on the pub lic 
and public officials to ensure that Grand Junction stayed in 
the "dry" column. 

When the issue of Prohibition resurfaced in Grand 
Junction during the e lection of 1911, the city once again split 
into poli tical factions. "Wet" and "dry" forces fought tooth 
and nail. Two years of mixed success and failure in the en
forcement of Prohibition added a great deal of emotionalism 
to this election. According to both parties and the twelve 
candidates involved, thi s election was "the hottest and most 
fiercely fought of any in the hi story of Grand Junction pol i
tics."J8 Both sides felt they fought for the well-being of the 
city. Those against liquor advanced the social and moral ar
guments, while those in favor of saloons often used the eco
nomic argument. 

The Business Men's and Property Owners association 
ran advertisements in the Daily Sellliflel stating that "prohibi
tion has been found impractica l," and that the city had lost up 
to $70,000 in licensing fees in addit ion to lost tax revenue. 
The city had also spent about $9,000 on the "fut ile prosecu
tion of the boot legger not to mention the other costs incurred 
by the city."}9 

Conver.;ely, Prohibitionists pressed their case to all who 
would li sten . In the years between the election of 1909 and 
the election of 1911 , IocaJ WCTU chapters remained active in 
the communities of Mesa County. In March of 1910, Grand 
Junction was host for the convention of the Western Slope 
chapters of the WCTU, receiving a good response for their 
activities and lectures which "caused much enthusiasm.''40 As 
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the election neared, the WCTU stepped up their efforts 10 

broadcast its message by utilizing union meetings and churches 
as places to spread their gospe l. Popular speakers D. D. 
Forsythe and Rev. James A. Becker, both formerly of Grand 
Junction, addressed fairly large crowds on this topic:" Those 
pushing forthe continuation ofa "dry" Mesa County also ad
dressed the economic aspect of Prohibition. They ran an ad
vertisement in the Daily Sell/i/Jel claiming that "dry" cit ies 
have lower tax rates than "wet" c ities. Using a comparison of 
the tax rates for twelve cities in California, they attempted to 
show that contrary to popular opinion, c itizens of "dry" lowns 
do indeed pay lower taxes . .t2 The battle lines were drawn and 
the issue would once aga in go to the voting public. 

When the polls opened early Tuesday, November 7, 
19 11 , tensions and expectations mounted. Each side employed 
a nee! of automobiles and buggies to bring voters to the polls. 
As the day passed, it became evident that this would prove to 
be the heaviest voter turnout in Grand Junction's history.u 
As usual , when the polls closed, "wet" and "dry" factions both 
predicted a win. After tallying the votes, the "drys" could 
once again claim victory. Of the 2,722 votes cast, 1,542 (57%) 
citizens voted to keep Mesa County dry while only 1, 180 
(43%) wanted to bring the sa loons back. oW 

In commenting on the ejection, the Daily Sentinel at
tributed the victory for the "drys" to one factor, the vote of 
the women. This statement says much about the devotion 
and hard work of women before and during elect ion day to 
ensure that Mesa County remained "dry."45 If the total num
ber ofWCTU members in Mesa County are compared to the 
margin of vic lOry in every one of the county and city elections 
on this issue, it becomes evident that women did playa major 
role in creating and maintaining a "dry" Mesa County. Based 
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on the number of members of the WCTU in Mesa County, 
which the WCTU of Palisade estimated to be 600, over thirty
fi ve percent of the vote could have resulted so lely from local 
members of this national organization.46 

One day following the e lection, the "dry" element in 
Grand Junction won yet another victory. They charged Chief 
of Police G. Burdette Welch with protecting boot legging and 
applied pressure on Mayor Thomas Todd to fire him. After 
information surfaced that pointed to Welch 's ineffectiveness 
of Welch against bootleggers, he was forced to resign effec· 
tive December I. In response to the charges against him, 
Welch replied that they were untrue and he was being made 
the "goat."~' This story comes with an unexpected twist. On 
December I, the man to replace Welch. S. B. Hutchinson, 
was swom in and Grand Junction became the first and only 
city in the United States to employ a Socialist as Chief of 
Police. Hutchinson swore that he would "arrest an intoxi· 
cated banker as soon as [he] would a hobo," that he would 
" hate the bootlegger like poison," and finally, "arrest, and club 
... a drunken brute and keep him in jail."48 Strong words 
indeed- but would Hutchinson 's aggressive police tactics be 
effective in keeping bootleggers in check? 

As demonstrated, e lections pivoted on the issue of 
Prohibition between the years of 1911 and 19 14. Each elec
tion brought voters out in high numbers. This phenomenon 
was not unique to the Grand Valley. Other cities and counties 
around the state also voted themselves "dry" and maintained 
that status in subsequent elections. Steadily, Prohibitionists 
were gaining momentum in Colorado, and in 1913 the debate 
over Prohibition shifted from a local issue to the state level. 
Allhough previous attempts to amend the state constitution 
to prohibit the sale, possession, or consumption of alcohol 
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had failed, the "drys," having won election after e lection us
ing systematic methodology, felt that statewide Prohibition 
could become a rea lity. 

After years of intense effort, Colorado Prohibitionists 
succeeded in placing the issue ofa state constitutional amend
ment before the state electorate. Tensions rose as both sides 
worked feverishly to exploit the weaknesses in the opposition's 
philosophy. The Prohibitionists continued to work through 
churches and promoted the religious moral argument, whi le 
those against statewide Prohibition argued from a practical 
and economic stance. 

As the election neared, those in favor of statewide 
Prohibition stepped up their efforts to rid Colorado of strong 
drink. The evangelist Billy Sunday came to Denver and deliv
ered a powerful sennon on the topic. The Daily Sentinel cred
ited Sunday's oration for adding ten thousand votes to the 
"dry" campaign and the paper's ed itorial called the evange li st 
" the most powerful and effective help the state-wide Prohibi
tion movement has had.""9 On the last day of October, just 
days before the election, those in favor of statewide Prohibi
tion ran an advertisement that put the Bible to use in damning 
the bootleggers and saloon men: 

Oh, ye bootleggers, ye reckoned without your 
host! God has bidden hi s people 'put away 
the evi l from among thee.' Christ came 'to 
destroy the works of the devil.' 1 st John, 3:8. 
The saloon as wel l as bootlegging is a work of 
thedevil.~ 

Meanwhile, citizens of Mesa County worked to organize a 
local branch of the Dry-Colorado League. Local residents 
planned to bring in several speakers to Grand Junction and 
a lso organized a house-lo-house campaign warning people of 
the dangers of alcohol and urging them to vote "dry."~ ' 
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Those aga inst statewide Prohibition also launched an 
act ive campaign. Their tactics differed from those of the Pro
hibitionists. They used public statements by wel l-known men, 
statistics citing ineffecti veness of statewide Prohibition, and 
the high cost of maintaining a "dry" territory as the means to 
convince voters to oppose Prohibition efforts. 

One edition ofthe Daily Sentinel during this time car
ried four separate advertisements that employed statements 
made by prominent men to persuade the public to vote against 
statewide Prohibition in the upcoming election. Quotes from 
President Wi lson. President Taft. President Lincoln. and Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler were used to show the hann caused 
by this drastic step. President Wilson was quoted saying, " I 
am in favoroflocal option. 1 am a thorough be liever in local 
self-government ... [and] every se lf governing ... social unit 
should have the right to control the matter of the regulation 
or the withholding of licenses:'s2 According to President Taft, 
"Nothing is more fooli sh than to adopt a law which cannot be 
enforced. This is illustrated by the failure of attempts that 
have been made to enforce a Prohibition law in communities 
where local sen timent is opposed to it."S) Finally, a quote 
from President Lincoln read: ··Prohibition wi ll work great in
jury to the cause of temperance . .. prohibition law strikes a 
blow at the very principles on which our government is 
founded .".s.a 

An advertisement paid for by the Colorado Business 
Men 's Home Rule League, running that same day, cited fif
teen states ranging from Vermont to Nebraska which had 
reversed their decision on statewide Prohibition. They deemed 
this proposed amendment "Freak Legislation" and implored 
Colorado citizens not to experiment with it. They claimed 
that after these fifteen states had given "this false temperance 
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doctrine a fair trial ," each "returned to sanity and Local Op
tion."S5 This statement is interest ing and its va lue to the Pro
hibitionists argument was not missed. Before the local op
tion law passed, those opposed to Prohibition were also op
posed to local opt ion; feeling a shift in momentum, the oppo
si tion now embraced it as the lesser of two evi ls. 

The divisiveness oftne issue and the press it received 
caused a large number of Mesa County voters to turn out to 
cast their ballots for statewide Prohibition. In 1914 there were 
12,1 73 registered voters in Mesa County, 7,15 1 of them went 
to the polls that day.56 The total votes cast fo r a state consti
tutional amendment was 3,883, while the number against the 
amendment totaled 2,349.S7 The remaining 9 19 voters did 
not participate on this issue. Once again Prohibitionists had 
carried Mesa County and, more importantly, the state. 

The ramifications of the elect ion would be broad and 
long lasting. After January I, 19 16, all liquor traffic in Colo
rado was to cease. Saloonkeepers had onl y fourteen months 
to conclude business, dispose of their stock, and find new 
employment. All "saloons, bars, cafes with bars, clubs with 
bars and every place of every character whatsoever that now 
sells or gives away liquor must dispose of its stocks of liquors 
and quit the business." Enforcement of the amendment was 
given over to the police, sheri ffs, district attorneys, and dis
trict judges. It was estimated that nearly a million dollars 
would be lost to the state in taxes and license revenue, and 
fifteen to twenty thousand people would lose their jobs. Com
menting on the effects of the election, Daily Sentinel editor 
Walter Walker eloquen tly stated, " From the theoretical to the 
practical the Prohibition proposition now changes in Colo
rado."si After decades of toil, Prohibitionists proudly added 
another state to the "dry" column. 
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The election of 19 14 marked the high point of inter
est on this issue in Mesa County. The political maneuvering 
that led up to the passage of the Volstead Act in 19 19 seemed 
to carry little significance or interest for the citizens of Mesa 
County. In the months and weeks preceding the elec tions in 
1908, 1909, 19 11 , and 1914, the Daily Sentillel and Palisade 
Tribune ca rried ma ny politically charged adverti sements. 
However, o n Ihe eve o f the passage o f nat io nal Prohibition, 
little room in e ither paper was reserved for this once heated 
topic, reflecting the loss of interest because of fa il ed enforce
ment. 

In January of 19 19, Nebraska became the thirty-sixth 
state to ratify the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution, providing the two-thirds majority of states needed 
to pass the Amendment nationally. It banned the "manufac
ture, sale or transportation of intoxicating liquors within , the 
importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the 

United States and al ltenitory subject to the jurisdiction thereof 
for beverage purposes."Yl Many ci tizens in the United States 
hoped that thi s legislat ion would be a success; it would be 
years before they would realize what Mesa County citizens 
had long known-successful enforcement was nearly impos
s ible. By examining how locals reacted to Prohibition we gain 
a better understanding for how and why the loca l option law 
was not successful. FurthemlOre. it becomes evident that lo
cal fa ilure was a mere foreshadowing of the failure that would 
be experienced by the state, and ultimately, the nation. 

In Grand Junction, Mesa County, and the State of 
Colorado, those opposed to Prohibition reacted to the new 
"dry" status in a variety of ways. Some people worked within 
the system and hoped that the next election would bring vic
tory to their s ide. Some simply changed businesses in an ef-
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fort to survive, such as the local sa loon owner who switched 
from selling liquor to ice cream.60 Others blatantly disregarded 
the law. Although Grand Junction had no gun.wielding out
laws like Bonny and Clyde, some events are remin iscent of 
The Andy Griffitll Silolv. 

Prohibition was a clearly serious matter to the partici· 
pants, but attempts at enforcement gave way to the era of the 
bootlegger-and several humorous situations. Bootleggers 
provided black market a lcohol to the citizens of Mesa County. 
The relationship between local lawmen, juries, politicians, and 
bootleggers became interesting. By exploring each group's 
interpretation of the law, and interaction with the other groups, 
one may get a sense of what it was like to li ve in Mesa County 
in the years between 1908 and 1933. 

Little more than two months after Grand Junction 
voted itself dry in 1909, the first case regarding illegal liquor 
traffic came to county court. " Doc" Powell was charged with 
selling liquor to J. W. Schultz. After some confusion over the 
date of the sa le was cleared up, Schultz was called to the stand 
where he testified that he had purchased a boule of beer from 
Powell on June 13. The fo llowing day Powell told Schultz 
that he also had some whiskey for sale. Schultz then followed 
Powe ll into the alley between Main Street and Colorado Av
enue and purchased the bott le of whiskey. Upon cross·ex· 
ami nation, it was discovered that Schultz was employed at 
the time by ChiefofPolice Watson to "buy whiskey wherever 
it was being sold and to deliver hi s purchases to him to be 
used as evidence." Schultz then proceeded to tell the court 
that the bottle looked like it contained less liquor now than it 
did when he turned it over to Chief Watson, causing laughter 
throughout the courtroom. 

In his defense, Powell testified that he did supply the 
liquor to Schultz, but he did not sell it to him. Instead. he 
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explained, he took the dollar given to him by Schultz into the 
alley and put it in a "certain place," when he returned some 
twenty-five minutes later, a bottle of whiskey had miraculously 
taken its place.61 After four hours of deliberation the jury 
returned with a guilty verdict.62 No doubt the jury was trying 
to send a message to all who contemplated breaking the law 
in Grand Junction. This case seemed to be setting the tone for 
aggressive pol ice work followed by a speedy trial and convic
tion for bootleggers-but would it continue? 

Several men had been employed in the same manner 
as Schultz between the years of 1909 and 1931, but city and 
county officia ls fail ed to take the needed measures to rid the 
county of boot leggers; consequently, bootleggers thrived in 
the "dry" county. Under the title "Ditching The C ity Sleuth," 
the Daily Sentinel reported a victory by local rum runners. 
According to this account, "several men who were recently 
released on bootlegging charges took revenge in a novel man
ner on a city detective, Perin Dewey." On the sultry night of 
August 29, 19 12, Dewey was "enticed into a room, given 
enough <ev idence ' liquor to get him badly intoxicated; his 
money, earned from the city as a boot legging detective, was 
taken from him to buy a railroad ticket to Kansas." Bootleg
gers then escorted Dewey to the depot and placed him on the 
No.2 train in a "maudlin state." The conductor was instructed 
to "put him off at the Kansas stalion.'>63 Although this story 
demonstrates a complete lack of respect for the law, it also 
reveal s a creative sense of humor on the part of the bootleg
ger! 

Over time, others became well known for their roles 
in tbe black market sale of a lcohol, but convictions were rare, 
and for those convicted, punishment was light. A pattern be
gan to develop in Mesa County. Hundreds of valuable man
hours evaporated when a "bus t" was tipped off and the 
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boot legger(s) escaped, or, bootleggers would be apprehended 
only to be released when juries fai led to convict. Under the 
law, those caught and found gui lty faced only a fine not to 
exceed $200 or ninety days injail at the taxpayers' expense, 
In a matter of three months, the lawbreakers could be back in 
the community selling the ir boot leg liquor.64 The high ex
pense of arrest ing bootleggers, and the failure to convict 
quickly led to frustration on the part of the justice system. 

The case of Abe Ol1g demonstrates how and why the 
local option law, state law, and national Prohibition continued 
to fai l because of weak enforcement and sentencing. Ong, 
whom the Daily Senlinel dubbed one of the " Premier Boot
leggers" in the City, went to jail several times during the years 
between 1910and 1931 . His longest sentence was nine months 
with several sentences served of lesser length . This series of 
short sentences probably served to g ive Dng a rest between 
business transactions and did nothing to deter his criminal 
behavior. This ongoing problem with repeat offenders was 
not lost on the courts that meted out the sentencing. 

In February of 1916, Ong once again appeared in Mesa 
County Court. " Hired detectives" provided the testimony 
against Ong. Lee Hendrickson, Sterl ing Jayne, and C. C. 
Blackburn were each employed by Mesa County to root-out 
those persons illegally selling spirits. Due to the strength of 
the testimony and the arrest record of Ong, the proceedings 
were viewed as " merely a matteroffonn ... a conviction was 
inevitable. '''6,S A few weeks fol lowing his conviction. Dng stood 
before Judge Miller for sentencing. Before handing out the 
punishment, Miller railed against the actions of the repeat of
fender. Running out of patience, Miller said, "You have been 
convicted over and over aga in ... the terms of imprisonment 
have no more effect on you than water on a ducks back." The 
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harsh words of Miller reflect frustration in the legal system's 
inability to stop the illegal liquor traffic .66 

Several days after the conviction ofOng, another event 
occurred which points to the breakdown of the legal system 
from the inside. Undercover detectives Lee Hendrickson and 
Sterling Jayne, both of who had given damning testimony at 
Ong's trial , were themselves arrested on bootlegging charges. 
Hendrickson had apparently shown another c iti zen hi s faci li
ties "for carrying on a bootlegging business." He had "pointed 
out a square hole in the fl oor, which had been carefully cov
ered by a COl, where he had two cases of liquor stored:>67 
Shortly following Hendrickson's divulgence, the police raided 
the business and the two detectives were taken into custody. 
This rai ses the question of the source of the liquor. Did the 
booze come from a blackmai l operation led by Jayne and 
Hendrickson- two detectives employed to put an end to boot
legging? 

The Italian community that li ved in the Rivers ide Park 
area of Grand Junction also thwarted authorities by continu
ing to "make and consume large quantities of wine." Many 
Italians worked for the railroad during this time, and sources 
indicate that zinfandel grapes were brought in via train from 
California forthe purpose of winema king. Some in the Italian 
community also knew about the illegal liquor movement 
through Grand Junction, but because they were extremely loyal 
to one another, evidence was hidden and silence about the 
activities wi tnessed around the ra il -yard after dark was not 
discovered by outside authorities.68 One member of thi s com
munity, Amore Arcieri , recalled that he earned extra money 
"running" boot leg whiskey in and around Denver, using the 
money for "singing school and other luxuries."~ 
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Although a problem throughout the county, bootleg
gers were especia lly active in the town of Palisade. due in part 
10 the problem of juries unwilling to convict and an ineffective 
police force. In 1910 the Palisade town board gave Mayor 
Reeder the authority to hire detectives from Denver to find 
and prosecute bootleggers. Their efforts yielded many ar
rests, but only three convictions, which carried sentences of 
only thirty days in jail; the other cases resulted in hungjuries. 
Some estimated that the three convictions had castlhe city of 
Palisade $1000 and the county much more. Between 1909, 
when Mesa County became "dry," and 1911 , these were the 
only convictions for bootlegging in Palisade. Frustrated, and 
convinced that court cases would not bring convictions, the 
prosecuting attorney dismissed the remainder of court cases.70 

Another reason for the failure of Prohibition in Pali
sade was a town marshall who was not interested in enforcing 
the Prohibition law. Although hailed as a man who would 
" fea rlessly do his duty and conscrve the rights of the temper
ance people, one who would religiously keep tab and check 
upon the boot leggers," he often appeared on the streets of 
Palisade in an intoxicated condition. That he kept his job sug
gests that he was the man favored by the "big-four," as the 
four city aldennan were ca lled, and, according to the Pali
sade Tribune. attempted to run the town." One fateful day 
Mayor Reeder, who was an "out and out saloon man," hap
pened upon a very intoxicated marshall. The marshall was so 
drunk that "he could not keep on the sidewalk," and since 
people were looking on, Reeder "promptly relieved him of his 
slar.' t7l Because the "big four" and the Mayor were anti-Pro
hibition, they were able to place men with similar views in law 
enforcement positions, which, in effect, circumvented the lo
cal option law. 

34 



To help eliminate the idea that boot leggers were not 
be ing brought to justice in Palisade, the Mayor offered a one 
hundred dollar reward for any evidence that would lead to the 
arrest and conviction ofa bootlegger.' J This incentive proved 
ineffective, and by July of 19 11 the problem had become seri 
ous. Disgusted by two years of lawlessness in Palisade, a 
"band of fifty determined men, armed with rifles and shot bruns, 
marched down Main Street about 9:30, lined up in front of 
the restaurant belonging to James Furguson and Charles 
Furguson," and served them written notice that they must 
vacate the city within ten days. According to spectators, the 
band of masked men "kept step li ke a well organized band of 
soldiers," answering to the orders given by "Cap" Atk ins.74 II 
was a well-known fact that the Fergusons, owners ofthe Eagle 
Cafe, served alcohol to anyone who was willing to pay. De
spite his arrest in 1910, James Ferguson continued to break 
the law, much to the chagrin of Palisade citizens. 75 Deemed 
an "expression of indignation," the actions of these masked 
men reflect the inability of the local option law to curtail li
quor traffic, and the extent offrustration experienced by those 
wanting the law enforced. 76 Following the confrontation, the 
Ferguson brothers did leave town. However, five years later 
James Ferguson 's name again appeared in the Daily Senri'lel. 
Under the headline, "Former Palisade Bootl egger is killed in 
Wyoming," readers learned that Ferguson died from a gun
shot wound- it was not revealed if the shooting was a result 
of a bootlegging deal gone bad.11 

Throughout two decades of Prohibition in Mesa 
County, citi zens witnessed a legal system mocked by the re
peat offenses ofDng and others, crooked undercover officers 
arrested for breaking the very laws they were charged wi th 
upholding, a publicly intoxicated marshall relieved of his star 
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in a disgraceful manner, and angry bands of armed men 
marching down city streets. Allhough the pro-Prohibition 
Daily Selltinel tried to put a positive sp in on the success of 
Prohibition in Mesa County, a strong case may be made that 
it was an utter failure. Us ing yearly crime reports, the Daily 
Sentinel cited a steady decline in arrests-from 2 12 in 191571 

to 10 in I 932N -to demonstrate and support the law's effec
tiveness. The record does indicate a steady decline in arrests; 
however, this data was grossly misinterpreted. The evidence 
presented in this article, the rising cost of enforcement, the 
"Mayberry" antics of many citizens, and a blatant disregard 
for the law, clearly indicates that the drop in arrests was due 
to lack of enforcement, not effectiveness of the law. 

After working diligently to win anti-saloon slat us for 
Mesa County and Colorado, many citizens lost faith in this 
great social experiment. The margin of victory narrowed with 
each passing election as law enforcement proved itse lfinef
fective in upholding prohibition laws and citizens were realiz
ing the futility of it. By the time statewide Prohibition came 
into effect in 1916, Mesa County's experiment with Prohibi
tion was well on its way to becoming an utter failure . Al
though the WCTU and tJle ASL remained active for many 
years in Mesa County, nationally the cost-benefit ratio of up
hold ing the law grew increasingly one-sided, from 3.75 mil
lion dollars in Federal money spent during 1920 to II million 
dollars spent in 1926. This does not include any local money 
spent to enforce Prohibition.so Following the ratification of 
the Eighteenth Amendment, the nation would come to di s
cover what many citizens of Mesa County had long known
Prohibition was a wonderful, but unworkable, notion. The 
years between passage of the Volstead Act in 1919 and its 
repeal in 1933 were not marked by the same heated debates 

36 



and fantastic elections as had been the case the previous de
cade in Mesa County. Arrests for violations of the Prohibi
tion law during this time were scarce, not because people were 
obeying it, but because police ceased to enforce it. In 1933, 
as the nation sunk deeper into depression, the Eighteenth 
Amendment was almost unanimously repealed, officially mark
ing the end of a colorful era in Mesa County History. 
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DiallaJoncs. Fon Kent Mills. ME 
Fronk Keller. Gran., Junction 
Richard W. Kimmel. Jr .. O:I)'tOll . 011 
Edward & Nadine Lippoth. Grand Junction 

Lowell & Jean Lemon. Della. CO 
Don MacKendrick. GrandJullCtion 
Dennis R. M:uhews, Jr., Grand JUllCtion 
Charles & Sharon Meiklejohn. Palisade 
Earl Monroe, Delta 
William !'arrisll. Stark ville, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Peckham. Gralld Junctioo 
Morlon Perry, Grand Junction 
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd M. Pierson. Moab. UT 
Mr. & Mrs. J05epIt Prinsttf'. Grolld Junction 
Jamesand Bett)' Rankin, Grand Junclion 
Ann &: Paul Reddin, Grand Junction 
David Rees, Grand Junction 
Katherine B. Roc. Colorado Springs 
Mr. James Rothney. Wlleatridge 
Roben &. Janet Schcevel, Gralld Junction 
Terr), s.:hmidt. Lakewood, CO 
Mr. Robe" P. Schulle.SI. LOll is Park. MN 
Stl:\'c& Tmc)' Shulte. Grund Junction 
Jan~ E. Stafford. Gnmd Junction 
Mr. &: Mrs. R. V. StCnlbell!. Cincinnati. 01 1 
Bill &: Anll Siopper. Grond Junction 
Nicholai Sw~, Grand Junetion 
Mr. &: Mrs. John Tomlinson, Grund Jet 
Mr. &. Mrs. l'ope. Albuquerque, NM 
Mr. Geotle E. WI'IeeIer, Gmnd Junction 
Mr. Michael Wilite. GrandJuoct ioo 
John &. Roxana Wolcott. Grand Junclion 
Pat & Zang Wood, Flora ViSla, NM 
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