2005-2006 CALENDAR

SUMMER SEMESTER 2005

May16 ........... First day of classes for May (4-week) session

May30 ........... Memorial Day observance - NO CLASSES

June9 ............ Final exams & last day of May session

Junel3 ........... First day of classes for June (4-week) and 8-week sessions

uy4 ... Independence Day holiday - NO CLASSES

Juy7 o Final exams & last day of June (4-week) session

Juy11 ........ ... First day of classes for July (4-week) session

Aug.3 ........... Final examinations for 8-week session and July (4-week) sessions
Aug.3 ........... Summer session ends

Aug.3 ........... Residency petitions due to Tuition Classifications Officer (Admissions Office)

Aug.22 .......... First day of classes

Sept. 5,6 ......... Labor Day - NO CLASSES

Sept.8 ........... Fall census

Sept.8 ........... Last day to add or drop afull semester class

Sept. 15 .......... Deadline for filing Intent to Graduate form with Registrar’s Office for spring 2006 graduates

Oct. 17-18 ........ Fall Break - NO CLASSES

Oct.19 ........... Second module begins

Oct.19 ........... Last day to withdraw from full semester classes with a grade of “W”

Oct. 31-Nov. 16 ... Early registration for spring 2006; students may register or make schedule adjustments anytime
following the early registration period until classes begin.

Nov.23-25 ........ Thanksgiving vacation - NO CLASSES

Dec.9............ Last day of classes

Dec. 12-15 ........ Final examinations

Dec.15........... Fall semester ends

SPRING SEMESTER 2006 (Including January Term)

Jan.2 ... Residency petitions due to Tuition Classifications Officer (Admissions Office)
Jan.3-20.......... January Term

Jan.23 ........... First day of classes

Feb.7 ............ Last day to add or drop afull semester class

Feb.7 ............ Spring census

Febl5 ........... Deadline for filing Intent to Graduate form with Registrar’s Office for fall 2006 graduates
Feb.20-21 ........ Winter Break - NO CLASSES

Mar. 11 ........... Returning student applications due to be eligible for early registration for summer and fall 2006
Mar. 13-17 ........ Spring Break - NO CLASSES

Mar.27 ........... Second module classes begin

Mar.27 ........... Last day to withdraw from full semester classes with a grade of “W”

Apr.3-14 ......... Early registration for summer and fall 2006

May12 ........... Last day of classes

May 1518 ........ Final examinations

May 18 ........... Spring semester ends

May 20or21 ...... Commencement

Cover Design: Greg Campbell, Graphic Design major, Mesa State Campus Design Studio.
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General Policy Statement

Mesa State College is a comprehensive coeducational
institution operated under the governance of the Board of
Trustees of Mesa State College. The programs, policies,
statements, and procedures contained in this catalog are
subject to change by the college without prior notice. Mesa
State College reserves the right to, at any time, withdraw
courses or modify the rules, calendar, curriculum, graduation
procedures, and any other requirements affecting students.
While the information contained in this catalog is current and
correct insofar as possible at the time of printing, students are
advised to check with appropriate College officials and
current program sheets for up-to-date information.

This catalog is intended for the guidance of students and
faculty but does not constitute a guarantee that all courses
listed will actually be offered during any particular academic
year. Mesa State College reserves the right to withdraw or
add courses prior to the beginning of any semester or summer
term. In some programs, certain courses may be offered on
an alternate-year basis or as determined by apparent demand.
All program offerings are contingent upon adequate
appropriations by the Colorado General Assembly

Mesa State College is committed to providing admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in, its educational
endeavors, consonant with applicable laws and without
regard to race, creed, color, religion, sex, disability, age,
national origin or Vietnam era veteran status.

Inquiries may be made to the Affirmative Action Officer,
Human Resources Office, Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 237.

Mesa State College is a Drug-Free Workplace. All employees
and students of the College agree to abide by the
requirements in the Federal Drug-Free Workplace Act and the
policies stated in the brochure entitled “Drug-Free Schools,
Campuses and Workplaces, State Colleges in Colorado, Drug
Use and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Program.” All employees
and students are provided with copies.

As required by the Campus Security Act, Mesa State College
publishes campus safety policies and statistics annually.
Copies of the annual report are available upon request from
the Registrar’s Office.

FERPA Policy Statement

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
provides students who are enrolled in an institution of
postsecondary education the right to inspect, review, and
challenge their educational records. Mesa State College has
the responsibility of maintaining and protecting the
confidentiality of students’ official educational records.
Mesa State College also supervises the access to and/or
release of educational records of its students.

FERPA covers enrolled and former students, including
deceased students. Students who are not accepted to Mesa
State College, or if accepted, do not attend, have no rights
under FERPA. In addition, the College will not release
personally identifiable records of students to any individual,
agency or organization without the prior written consent of
the student, except as provided by FERPA. For further
information related to FERPA, see the Registration section of
this catalog.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

An Overview of Mesa State College

The founding of Grand Junction State Junior College in 1925,
with 39 students enrolled in seven classes, marked the
beginning of post-secondary education on Colorado’s
Western Slope. As Mesa County Junior College, the number
of students grew to 270 by fall 1937; headcount increased to
1,300 by 1963. Over that period, the range of community
college programs expanded, and an area vocational school
was added in 1967. By 1974, the college had evolved into a
baccalaureate-granting institution, leading enrollment to
triple in 16 years and reach 3,891 in fall 1979.

Finally, in 1994, the Colorado legislature authorized Mesa
State to offer selected graduate degrees as needs of the region
demand. With the addition of graduate programs, Mesa State
College became the only four-year institution in Colorado to
offer a full-range of undergraduate programming that spans
vocational certificates, associate degrees (both academic and
vocational), and baccalaureate degrees to master’s degrees.

The role and mission of the College was reenacted in 2003 by
the Colorado General Assembly (Colorado Revised Statutes
23-53-101):

There is hereby established a College at Grand Junction,
to be known as Mesa State College, which shall be a
general baccalaureate and specialized graduate
institution with moderately selective admissions. Mesa
State College shall offer liberal arts and sciences
programs and a limited number of professional,
technical, and graduate programs. Mesa State College
shall also maintain a community college role and
mission, including vocational and technical programs.
Mesa State College shall receive resident credit for two-
year course offerings in its commission-approved service
area. Mesa State College shall also serve as a regional
education provider.

With the college’s designation by the legislature in 2003 as a
Regional Education Provider, Mesa State was assigned the
responsibility of meeting the educational needs for 14
Western Slope counties: Delta, Eagle, Garfield, Grand,
Jackson, Mesa, Moffat, Montrose, Ouray, Pitkin, Rio Blanco,
Routt, San Miguel and Summit.

The Mesa State College community aspires to provide an
environment which promotes a wellness lifestyle free of
addictive behaviors. It shall be a goal of Mesa State College
to maintain a healthy campus atmosphere conducive to
learning and personal safety.

Mesa State College is a democratic center of learning
dedicated to the improvement of human capability. The
College extends its services to anyone regardless of age, race,

color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, veteran status,
or sexual orientation. Committed first to instruction, as well
as service and research, the College seeks to improve the
unique talents and sense of social responsibility of each
student.

By promoting the acquisition of skills as well as the
discovery and application of knowledge, the College
develops the intellectual, ethical, and aesthetic sensibilities
that enable a student to pursue a rewarding career and assume
a responsible and productive role in society. The College
seeks to liberate persons from narrow interests and
prejudices, to help them observe reality precisely, to judge
opinions and events critically, to think logically, and to
communicate effectively. The College offers programs of
value in areas of civic and cultural life, research, and
recreation and desires to play a constructive role in improving
the quality of human life and the environment.

Accreditation

Mesa State College is accredited by The Higher Learning
Commission and a member of the North Central Association
of Colleges and Schools. Accreditation by this agency places
credits earned at Mesa State College on a par with those
earned at other similarly accredited institutions throughout
the United States. Various programs at Mesa are approved by
appropriate state and national agencies:

*  Human Performance and Wellness-Athletic Training
Education Program: Committee on Allied Health
Education of the American Medical Association;

e Nursing: Colorado Board of Nursing and American
Association of Colleges of Nursing;

* Radiologic Technology: Committee on Allied Health
Education of the American Medical Association;

»  Teacher Education: National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education (provisional).

Mesa State College Montrose Campus

Located at the Buell Higher Education Campus in Montrose,
the campus offers students the opportunity to complete an
associate degree, or work toward their baccalaureate degree
by completing the general education component. A limited
selection of upper division coursework is offered via distance
technology. The Montrose Campus offers coursework
primarily in the afternoons and evenings to meet the needs of
both traditional and working students. In addition to the
classrooms and office, the campus houses two computer labs
and a telecommunications classroom.

The campus’s office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday; phone (970) 249-7009. All student
services are available at the office (admissions, assessment,
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financial, and business).
available by appointment.

Academic advising services are

Mesa State College UTEC Campus

The Tilman M. Bishop Unified Technical Education Campus
(UTEC) of Mesa State College is the result of a partnership
of the college, Mesa County Valley School District 51, and
area businesses. The applied technology programs serve the
technical education needs of both college and area high
school students, primarily those in District 51.

Mesa State students at UTEC can earn two-year associate
degrees or certificates of occupational proficiency. High
school students earn elective credits and, in many of the
programs, can earn college credits while still in high school.
Among the services available at UTEC are college
admissions, class scheduling, academic and interest
assessments, resume preparation, job interviewing skills and
placement in internships and jobs. For more information
about UTEC, call (970) 255-2600 or toll free, (888)455-2617.

Diversity Statement
Following is the statement of philosophy on diversity which
has been adopted by the faculty at Mesa State College:

“Mesa State College is a community of scholars in the
liberal arts tradition. As faculty we believe that all
people, regardless of age, race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, disability, veteran status, or sexual
orientation, have something worthwhile to contribute
and that these contributions benefit us all. Therefore, we
intend that within our academic community all cultural
differences will be treated with equal respect and
tolerance. We desire that our students have the
opportunity to appreciate the diversity of our modern
world, and we encourage them to partake of the
resources available within our community. As faculty
we pledge ourselves to provide as many divergent
cultural experiences for our students as the resources of
the college and the needs of our disciplines allow.”

“To further tolerance and appreciation of our society’s
diversity, Mesa State requires that all graduates fulfill
General Education requirements. In doing so we honor
the validity of a liberal education. We hope that the
experience will help our students understand how to
appreciate the true diversity of the world. Because
diversity promotes multiple opinions, techniques,
viewpoints and approaches, it is not the individual
courses within the General Education program which we
believe will further the above-stated goals, but the whole
experience of the program itself.”

Student Bill of Rights

The Colorado General Assembly implemented the Student
Bill of Rights to assure that students enrolled in public
institutions of higher education have the following rights:

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. A quality general education experience that develops
competencies in reading, writing, mathematics,
technology and critical thinking through an integrated
arts and science experience.

2. Students should be able to complete their associate of
arts and associate of science degree programs in no more
than sixty credit hours or their baccalaureate programs in
no more than one hundred twenty credit hours unless
there are additional degree requirements recognized by
the commission;

3. A student can sign a two-year or four-year graduation
agreement that formalizes a plan for that student to
obtain a degree in two or four years, unless there are
additional degree requirements recognized by the
commission;

4. Students have a right to clear and concise information
concerning which courses must be completed
successfully to complete their degrees;

5. Students have a right to know which courses are
transferable among the state public two-year and four-
year institutions of higher education;

6. Students, upon successful completion of core general
education courses should have those courses satisfy the
core course requirements of all Colorado public
institutions of higher education;

7. Students have a right to know if courses from one or
more public higher education institutions satisfy the
students’ graduation requirements;

8. A student’s credit for the completion of the core
requirements and core courses shall not expire for ten
years from the date of initial enrollment and shall be
transferable.

Degrees and Programs of Study

Mesa State College offers programs leading to awards in four
levels-certificates of occupational proficiency, associate
degrees, baccalaureate degrees, and at the graduate level, the
master’s degree. The matrix at the end of this section
provides an overview of the offerings at each level.

General requirements for each degree and certificate program
are listed in the graduation requirements and the programs of
study sections of this catalog. While these general
requirements are as correct and current as possible at the time
of publication, some changes may occur as programs are
updated. Students seeking a specific degree or certificate
must obtain a program sheet from the appropriate academic
department detailing specific and current requirements for the
award being sought and are responsible for meeting them.

Baccalaureate degrees offered by Mesa State College are:
e Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)
*  Bachelor of Applied Science (B.A.S.)
¢ Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.)
e Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.)
e Bachelor of Science (B.S.) and
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (B.S.N.).
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Concentrations are available within the baccalaureate
degrees.

Pre-Health Science Preparation: Admission to the study of
dentistry, medicine, optometry, physical therapy, and
veterinary medicine usually requires the completion of a
baccalaureate degree. Students planning to enter one of these
health fields should declare a major in one of the sciences
after consultation with a faculty advisor.

Associate degrees are awarded in two broad areas:

e Associate of Arts or Associate of Science (A.A., A.S.)
degrees are available in a number of emphases at Mesa
State College. Students enrolling in these degrees may be
preparing for immediate employment upon graduation or
they may expect the two-year degree to be the first phase
of their total educational goals. AIl A.A. and A.S. degrees
include the statewide common core of general education
curriculum and, when completed successfully, meet the
lower-division general education requirements of most
baccalaureate degree programs in Colorado.

9

Students planning careers in engineering, forestry,
medical technology, or pharmacy are encouraged to
complete either an Associate of Arts or Associate of
Science program in one of the science emphasis areas at
Mesa State, followed by two additional years of study at
another institution for the baccalaureate degree.

* Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degrees are
offered in a variety of technical and vocational
programs.

Certificates of Occupational Proficiency are technical in
nature and normally chosen by students whose immediate
plans are to begin a career. These programs are designed to
train for specific skills required for employment in various
technical occupations.

Additionally, non-credit continuing education programs
directed toward personal, civic, vocational, and professional
self-improvement are offered through the college’s

Community Education Center.
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PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Level of Awar
Programs of Study Certificate | Associate | Baccalaureate | Graduate | Minor
Accounting Concentrations: Public Accounting; B.S. M
Information Technology
Administrative Office Emphases: Accounting Technician; C AAS.
Technology Administrative Secretary; Legal
Secretary; Medical Secretary
Art Concentrations: Studio Art; Graphic B.FA. M
Design
K-12 education licensure (see teacher B.FA.
education below)
Biology Biology B.S. M
Secondary education licensure (see B.S.
teacher education below)
Business Administration Concentrations: Economics; B.B.A. M
Finance; Management; Marketing;
Travel, Tourism, & Recreation
Business Administration B.A.S.
Business Administration M.B.A.
Classical Studies M
Computer Information B.S. M
Systems
Computer Science B.S.
Criminal Justice A.AS.
Culinary Arts C A.AS.
Electric Lineworker C
English Concentrations: Literature; B.A. M
Technical & Professional Writing;
Writing
Secondary education licensure (see
teacher education below) B.A.
Environmental Science &  Concentrations: Environmental B.S. M
Technology Restoration & Waste Management;
Environmental Science
Secondary education licensure (see
teacher education below) B.S.
Geographic Information
Systems
History History B.A.
Secondary education licensure (see B.A.
teacher education below)
Human Performance & Concentrations: Adapted Physical B.A. M
Wellness Education; Athletic Training;
Exercise Science; Sport & Fitness
Management
K-12 education licensure (see teacher B.A.
education below)
International Studies M
Liberal Arts Emphases: Administrative Office AA.
Technology; Business
Administration; Computer
Information Sytems; Early Childhood
Education; Humanities; Social
Science
Liberal Arts Emphases: Biology; Computer AS.
Science; Electronic Engineering
Technology; Manufacturing
Technology; Mathematics; Geology;
Physics
Liberal Arts Liberal Arts B.A.
Elementary education licensure (see B.A.

teacher education below)
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Level of Awar

Programs of Study Certificate | Associate | Baccalaureate | Graduate | Minor
Manufacturing Technology Emphases: Computer-aided Design C AAS.
Technology; Machining Technology;
Welding
Mass Communications Concentrations: Broadcasting; B.A. M
News/Editorial; Print Media; Public
Relations/Advertising
Mathematics Concentrations: Mathematics; B.S. M
Statistics
Secondary education licensure (see teacher B.S.
education below)
Music Concentration: Performance B.A. M
K-12 education licensure (see teacher B.A.
education below)
Nursing A.AS. B.S.N.
Philosophy M
Physical Sciences Concentrations: Chemistry; B.S. M
Environmental Geology; Geology;
Physics
Secondary education licensure (see B.S.
teacher education below)
Political Science Concentrations: Political Science; B.A.
Administration of Justice
Psychology Concentrations: Counseling B.A.
Psychology; Psychology
Radiologic Technology AAS.
Social Science B.A.
Sociology Concentrations: Anthropology;
Criminology; Human Services; B.A.
Sociology
Spanish Concentrations: Applied B.A.
Professional Spanish; Literature &
Language
Speech M
Teacher Education: Students must complete degree requirements in
one of the following programs of study in addition to required
coursework through the Center for Teacher Education:
Elementary Education: Liberal Arts (B.A.)
Secondary Education: Biology (B.S.); English (B.A.);
Environmental Science & Technology (B.S.); History (B.A.);
Mathematics (B.S.); Physical Sciences - Geology (B.S.)
K-12: Art (B.A.); Human Performance & Wellness (B.A.);
Music (B.A))
Post-Baccalaureate Licensure: Requires education coursework
in addition to leveling courses
Technology Integration Emphases: Certified Electronics AAS.
Technician; Network Technician;
Telecommunications Engineer
Theatre Concentrations: Acting/Directing; B.A. M
Dance; Design/Technical; Music
Theatre
Transportation Services Emphases: Automotive Technology; C AAS.
Diesel Technology
Watershed Science M
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Contact Information

Office of Admissions, Mesa State College, 1100 North
Avenue, Grand Junction CO 81501-3122. Call toll free (800)
982-MESA or (970) 248-1875.

Undergraduate Admission Procedures

How to Apply

To be considered for admission, undergraduate applicants
should submit the Application for Undergraduate Admission
along with a $30 non-refundable application processing fee.
For quicker processing, prospective students are highly
encouraged to submit applications electronically via the Mesa
State College web site at www.mesastate.edu. To allow
sufficient processing time, please submit applications at least
a month prior to the start of classes for the fall and two weeks
prior to the start of classes for the spring and summer. Upon
receipt of a completed admissions application and supporting
documentation, applicants will be notified of their admissions
status by letter. To request an admissions application from
Mesa State, please call toll free (800) 982-MESA or (970)
248-1875.

High school students may apply as early as the completion of
their junior year. In general, freshman applicants applying for
a baccalaureate program having earned a minimum grade
point average of 2.40, a composite of 19 on the ACT, or 880
combined on the SAT, may be admitted to Mesa State. In
keeping with the college’s two-year role and mission,
admission at Mesa State College for applicants applying for
an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree program
is fairly liberal. Generally, these applicants have earned a
minimum grade point average of 2.1, a composite of 19 on
the ACT, or a combined 880 on the SAT. Applicants applying
for admission into an Associate of Applied Science degree
program or a certificate program can be assured admission
with reasonable preparation.

Admission does not assure acceptance of an individual
student into a particular course or program. Admission to the
College does not, therefore, imply entry into any program
which has selective admission standards. Some students may
be requested to enroll in special courses for correction of
scholastic or other deficiencies. Minimum skill levels are
required for admission to even basic courses.

Based on a student’s academic record, some students
requesting admission into a baccalaureate program may be
admitted into a Mesa State associate degree or certificate
program for which they qualify. Students may later request
transfer into a baccalaureate degree program after
successfully completing a minimum of 30 semester credit
hours and a cumulative grade point average of 2.3 or better or
after earning an associate degree.

Probationary Admission Status

Any student admitted to Mesa State College on probationary
status must earn a minimum 2.00 GPA the first semester or be
placed on academic suspension and will not be eligible to
return to Mesa State College as stated under the academic
suspension guidelines.

Residency Status for Tuition Purposes

A student’s tuition classification is governed by state law. For
further information regarding tuition classification, please see
the Expenses at Mesa State College section of this catalog, or
contact the Tuition Classification Officer located in the
Admissions Office at (970) 248-1458.

Admission Procedures by Student
Classifications

Specific admission procedures for high school students, GED
certificate students, home school students, transfer students,
non-traditional students, and other student classifications are
as follows:

Current High School/First-Time Freshmen Students

1. Obtain and complete an Application for Undergraduate
Admission to Mesa State College. For quicker
processing apply online at www.mesastate.edu.

2. Submit a non-refundable $30 application fee with your
admissions application.

3. Request that the high school counselor forward official
transcripts directly to the Mesa State College Admissions
Office, 1100 North Avenue, Grand Junction CO 81501-
3122. If you apply for admissions prior to high school
graduation, please realize that Mesa State College
requires a final high school transcript showing a
graduation date. Please remember to ask your counselor
to forward one at that time.

4. Take either the American College Test (ACT) or
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and request that the
results be sent directly to Mesa State College. ACT or
SAT test scores are required of any student under the age
of 23, but not needed for students applying for a
certificate program.

5. Optional letters of recommendation and a personal essay
may also be submitted.

General Educational Development (GED) Certificate

Students

1. Obtain and complete an Application for Undergraduate
Admission to Mesa State College, or for quicker
processing apply online at www.mesastate.edu.

2. Submit a non-refundable $30 application fee with your
application.

3. Submit a copy of the GED test scores.
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4. Take the American College Test (ACT) or Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) and request that the results be sent
directly to Mesa State College. ACT or SAT test scores
are not required of any student 23 and over and not
needed for students applying for a certificate program.

Applicants who successfully complete the GED with a
minimum score of 450 and appropriate ACT or SAT test
scores (if needed, as outlined above) may be admitted to
Mesa State College. Admission to particular programs is
contingent on meeting specific admission requirements for
those programs.

Home Schooled Students

1. Obtain and complete an Application for Undergraduate
Admission to Mesa State College, or for quicker
processing apply online at www.mesastate.edu.

2. Submit a non-refundable $30 application fee with your
admissions application.

3. Submit copies of all nationally standardized test results
(achievement tests), if available.

4. Provide a transcript evaluation form (available in the
Admissions Office) or an outline of all courses taken at
the high school level. Students may also submit a
portfolio to describe their high school education. Please
also submit transcripts of any courses taken at a
traditional high school.

5. Take either the American College Test (ACT) or
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and request that the
results be sent directly to Mesa State College. ACT or
SAT test scores are required of any student under the age
of 23, but not needed for students applying for a
certificate program.

Non-Traditional Students

Students who are 23 years of age or older when applying for
admission are not required to submit ACT or SAT test scores.
However, if the student did complete the ACT or SAT, we can
utilize that score even if the test was not completed in recent
years. Students who do not submit ACT or SAT test scores
will be considered for admission into a 2-year associate
degree or certificate program.

If the ACT or SAT is older than three years, or no ACT or
SAT is submitted, the student will be required to complete the
Accuplacer assessment for math and English placement.
Accuplacer is administered by the college’s Testing Center.
For questions regarding Accuplacer, please call the Office of
Academic Advising.

Note: Students applying to the Radiologic Technology
program are required to complete the ACT for admission to
this program.

Transfer Students

Students considering transferring to Mesa State College

should contact the Center for Transfer Services or the

Admissions Office for help with the admissions and

evaluation processes.

1. Obtain and complete an Application for Undergraduate
Admission to Mesa State College.

2. Submit the application along with a non-refundable $30
application fee.

3. Request that each previously attended college or
university send official transcripts to the Mesa State
College Admissions Office. Mesa State College will not

consider any transcript as official unless it is sent directly

from the issuing institution to Mesa State College.
4. If fewer than 30 semester hours of prior college course

work has been completed,

a. Request that the high school send official transcripts
directly to the Mesa State College Admissions
Office. (GED scores will be required if applicant did
not graduate from high school.)

b. ACT or SAT test scores must be on file before the
admission process is complete unless the student is
23 years of age or older.

Transfer students may be admitted into most baccalaureate
degree programs if they are in good standing at another
regionally accredited college or university and have a
minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.3 for 13 or
more semester credit hours. In calculating the cumulative
admission grade point average, Mesa State College will
compute a transfer GPA based on prior college transcript(s).
If the student has attended more than one prior institution, the
GPA of each is summed together for a total cumulative
admission GPA.

Transfer students who are on probation or suspension from
another college or university, or have a cumulative GPA
below 2.3, will not be admitted into a baccalaureate degree
program but may be considered for admission into a Mesa
State College associate degree program. If admitted, transfer
students who are on probation or suspension from another
college may be placed on probation at Mesa State College.

An evaluation of transfer courses is made once the student’s
application file is complete. Credit evaluations are completed
in the Office of the Registrar, with the assistance of
department heads.

It is Mesa State College’s policy to accept academic credits

from:

1. All public colleges and universities in the state of
Colorado, provided they are currently regionally
accredited. This applies regardless of the institution’s
accreditation status at the time the credit was earned.

2. Private and out-of-state colleges and universities,
provided the institution is currently regionally accredited
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and was accredited or was a candidate for accreditation
at the time the credit was earned.

3. Regionally accredited two-year community or junior
colleges.

4. Regionally accredited institutions that award “S” or “P”
grades, if the granting institution states that such grade is
equal to a grade of “C” or better.

Regional accrediting bodies are as follows:

e Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools
* New England Association of Schools and Colleges
*  Northwestern Association of Schools and Colleges
e North Central Association of Schools and Colleges
*  Southern Association of Schools and Colleges

*  Western Association of Schools and Colleges

Only credits with a grade of “C” or better are eligible to be
used toward a degree or certificate.

Mesa State College reserves the right to evaluate, on a
course-by-course basis, any credits earned 15 years or more
prior to enrollment. Initially, only courses used to fulfill
general education requirements will be accepted in transfer.
Other courses will be transferred upon acceptance by the
department head within the major.

International transfer students must provide the appropriate
transcript of courses (or grade reports, exam results, degree
awards, depending on the standard of the particular country)
before transfer credit can be determined. Original documents
must be presented. Documents that cannot be replaced will be
returned to the student once evaluation is complete.
Documents in English are preferred but those in other
languages will be accepted when accompanied by an official,
verified translation. In most cases, course descriptions or
syllabi are required to determine content of individual
courses.

Transfer students may also wish to request the Tips for
Transfer Students handout or review the same information on
the Mesa State College web site.

Returning Students

A returning student (any student who has previously attended
Mesa State College and has been out for at least one semester,
summer term excluded) must complete a Returning Student
Application Form. The form may be obtained at the Mesa
State College Registrar’s Office or the college’s Web site. If
the student has attended another institution since last
attending Mesa State College, official transcripts of all work
must be sent directly to Mesa State College Registrar’s Office
from each institution attended. See Catalog Under Which a
Student Graduates section to determine the catalog to be
followed for graduation.

Students wishing to return after being on suspension must
submit a returning student application to the Registrar’s

Office at Mesa State College to be considered for re-
admission. See the Academic Suspension section.

Non-Degree-Seeking Students

Students who do not wish to pursue a degree or certificate at

Mesa State College may apply as non-degree seeking rather

than being formally admitted to the College. Policies and

guidelines include:

1. Applicants must be at least 20 years old. An exception to
the age requirement applies to those students who wish
to enroll in Mesa State College courses while away from
their “home” institution during summer break.

2. Applicants must complete the Mesa State College
Application for Undergraduate Admission, checking the
non-degree seeking student box, and submit it along with
a non-refundable $30.00 application fee.

3. Students who do not wish to pursue a degree or
certificate are not required to submit high school or
college transcripts or test scores.

4. Non-degree seeking students are not eligible for financial
aid or scholarships and will not be assigned an advisor.

5. Non-degree seeking students must consistently earn a
minimum semester grade point average of 2.00 while
enrolled at Mesa State College. Students who fail to
achieve the minimum must apply for admission as a
degree seeking student to continue taking classes.

6. Non-degree seeking students who earn 30 semester
hours must apply for admission to Mesa State College as
a degree seeking student.

7. Degree seeking students will have priority over non-
degree seeking students regarding registration.

Non-degree seeking students have not been formally
admitted to Mesa State College and are not guaranteed
admission should they later make formal application as
degree seeking.

Once non-degree seeking students apply for formal
admission to Mesa State College, the admission policies in
effect at the time of formal application will be used to
determine admissibility into the college and general and/or
specific academic programs. This includes satisfying all
requirements for admission assessment tests such as the ACT
or SAT or, for certificate students and students over age 23,
the alternative assessment test.

International Students

To be considered for admission, students who are not U.S.
citizens or resident aliens must complete and submit the
following to the Mesa State College Admissions Office, 1100
North Avenue, Grand Junction CO 81501-3122 prior to May
1 for fall semester and by September 1 prior to spring
semester:

1. International Student Application form with $30 non-

refundable application fee;
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2. Copy of American College Test (ACT) scores or
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores and proof of
English proficiency;

3. Official secondary school transcript (transcripts not
issued in English must be accompanied by exact English
translations);

4. Transcripts from all other colleges or universities
attended. (See Transfer Students section);

5. Affidavit of financial support and an official bank
statement showing proof of funds;

6. Evidence of medical insurance (Students who do not
have proof of medical insurance will be required to
purchase Mesa State College student health and accident
insurance.)

7. For registration purposes, all international students are
required to comply with the Colorado law on measles,
mumps and rubella. A Mesa State College official form
must be completed and returned to the Admissions
Office.

Prospective international students who are seeking admission

to Mesa State College and whose primary language is not

English, must provide documented evidence of ability to

read, write, speak, and understand the English language. This

requirement may be fulfilled in one of the following ways:

1. Submission of scores of Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) with a minimum average of 525
(paper based) or 190 (computer based).

2. Submission of scores of International English Language
Testing System (IELTS) with a minimum of Band 6.

3. Submission of results of Michigan Test of English
Language with a minimum score of 80.

4. An international student who has been enrolled as a full-
time student at another college or university in the
United States may request consideration of fulfillment of
this requirement on an individual basis.

5. Other evidence will be considered on an individual basis.

Before admission is granted, an international student must
provide proof of financial ability to meet cost of tuition, fees,
books, living accommodations, health insurance and
incidental expenses for at least one full year. The total cost
per student is approximately $19,165 per calendar year (12
months).

Additional information and forms may be obtained from the
International Counselor.

Early Scholars Program

Currently enrolled high school juniors and seniors may be
allowed to register for college classes that are not replicated
through the school district curriculum under guidelines from
House Bill 1244. In order to qualify for the Early Scholars
Program (either as a Concurrent or Fast Track student),
students must have all of the following in order to be
considered:

1. 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA;

2. Grades of “B” or better in at least two courses in the
academic area to be taken;

3. ACT English score of 18 or better; or SAT Verbal score
of 440 or better; or PLAN English score of 18 or better;
or PSAT Critical Reading score of 44 or better (students
may take the Accuplacer placement assessment if the
above tests have not been taken);

4. ACT Math score of 19 or better; or SAT Math score of
470 or better; or PLAN Math score of 20 or better; or
PSAT Math score of 47 or better (students may take the
Accuplacer placement assessment if the above tests have
not been taken).

In some cases, the school district or the Department of
Education will pay the tuition of the student to attend Mesa
State College (summer school excluded). Students are always
responsible for payment of any and all fees, books, and
supplies. The student is responsible for payment of tuition not
covered by the school district or the Department of
Education. Students must give notice to the high school 60
days before the beginning of the semester they wish to enroll
and have all information submitted to the Mesa State College
Admissions Office.

All students wishing to become concurrently enrolled at

Mesa State College must be enrolled in high school (or, if

home schooled, be at the senior or junior level) and must

submit the Early Scholars Program Application to the Mesa

State College Admissions Office along with the following

information:

*  Official high school transcripts (or, if home schooled, a
grade report meeting above criteria)

*  Scores from the tests outlined above

*  $30 non-refundable application fee (if a first-time
applicant)

*  Proof of two measles, mumps & rubella vaccinations
(not required for students enrolled in classes taken in
their high schools)

Students should understand that being a concurrently enrolled
student does not guarantee acceptance to Mesa State College,
nor does Mesa State College guarantee that the approved
classes will be available upon registration. Before registering
for a specific course, students must fulfill the prerequisites
listed in the current Mesa State College catalog.

For questions related to student admission into the Early
Scholars Program, please contact the Admissions Office.

Precollegiate Curriculum Requirements

Effective with students who graduate from high school in
spring 2008 and later, the admissions policy of the Colorado
Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) requires the
completion of a precollegiate curriculum for admission to a
four-year Colorado public college or university. The initial
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phase will be implemented in 2008, with a second phase to
follow in 2010. Details are available from the CCHE website
at:

http://www.state.co.us/cche/academic/admissions/index.pdf

Confirmation of Attendance

Admitted students (first time freshmen and first time
transfers) will receive a packet of information regarding the
student’s “next steps.” The packet highlights important dates,
housing information, payment information, SOAR (Student
Orientation, Advising and Registration) dates, important
phone numbers and many other necessary details about
enrolling at Mesa State College. Contained within this packet

is a Confirmation Form and deposit information.

As soon as a student knows that they will be enrolling at
Mesa State College, he/she should submit the Confirmation
Form stating their intent to enroll. If an admitted student
plans to attend a different college, he/she can use the
Confirmation Form to notify Mesa State. The Confirmation
Form also requests a $50 deposit, which will be applied
directly towards a student’s tuition. The deposit can be
waived in cases of extreme hardship by making a formal
written request and submitting it with the Confirmation
Form. The deposit may be refunded up until May 1 prior to
the fall enrollment date and December 1 prior to the spring
enrollment date. Such requests must be made in writing to
Mesa State College Admissions Office, Director of
Admissions. The deposit will be refunded if the student also
has withdrawn from any courses for which they registered.

Admission to Specific Undergraduate
Programs

Some baccalaureate, associate, and certificate programs may
have specific entrance requirements in addition to general
college admittance. Admission to Mesa State College does
not guarantee admission into an academic program. More
information is available in this catalog in the Academic
Program section. Prospective students should check with the
department head of the specific academic program, such as
those below, for special requirements:

* Accounting

* Athletic Training

* Business Administration

* Computer Information Systems
* Electric Lineworker

* Music

* Nursing

* Radiologic Science

Undergraduate Admission Assessment and
Counseling Tests

ACT or SAT

Scores from either the ACT or the SAT are required of all
degree-seeking students attending Mesa State College. Test

scores must be on file in the Admissions Office before official
acceptance is granted. Certificate seeking students are
required to have ACT or SAT scores on file or to have taken
the alternative assessment test (see Alternative Admission
Assessment section below). A student’s attainment of a
certain ACT composite score, or SAT combined score is one
of several criteria considered for admission. Certain
programs, including Radiologic Sciences, may require a
minimum ACT or SAT score. For specific requirements,
contact the appropriate academic department head.

ACT and SAT test results also are used by the student and
advisor as the basis for planning a course of study and as an
aid in academic placement. Supplemental academic
assistance is provided on a limited basis for those whose test
scores indicate weaknesses or deficiencies in certain areas
such as English and mathematics. ACT and SAT scores also
may be used for scholarship consideration and institutional
research.

The only exemptions to this admission requirement are for:

1. Students who are 23 years of age or older when they
apply for admission;

2. Students enrolled only in non-credit desired/audit
classes;

3. Non-degree seeking students (students under the age of
21 cannot be non-degree-seeking during the fall and
spring semesters);

4. Students who have already earned an associate or
baccalaureate degree at another regionally accredited
institution;

5. Students who are transferring from other regionally
accredited colleges or universities with 30 or more
semester hours of credit. (This does not apply to
applicants to the Nursing and Radiologic Sciences
programs and any other programs that may require a
specified ACT or SAT score as an entrance requirement.)

Prospective students are encouraged to take the ACT or SAT
during their high school senior year. Transfer students (unless
exempt) are required to have their ACT or SAT scores on file
in the Admissions Office prior to registration. ACT or SAT
scores from a previous college or university are acceptable.

A special residual ACT test is scheduled prior to registration
each semester for applicants seeking admission to Mesa State
College but did not take the ACT on one of the national test
dates. A prepaid, non-refundable testing fee of $80 is due no
later than one week prior to the examination date and will be
collected by the Testing Center. Test results are reported
directly to the Admissions Office. ACT residual scores are
used for admission to Mesa State College, are not transferable
to any other institution, and are not NCAA approved for
athletes. Test results will be available to the student’s advisor
during registration. Contact the Academic Advising Center
for further details.
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Alternative Admission Assessment

Assessment tests are required of students before they enroll in

certificate programs of one year or less or as non-degree

seeking students. These students may choose:

1. The ACT or SAT

2. An alternative assessment. Certificate and non-degree-
seeking students who wish to use this alternative must
contact Applied Technology program’s office for details
and cost information.

Should a certificate-seeking student want to become a
degree-seeking student, he or she must comply with all
entrance requirements for the new program, including taking
the ACT or SAT if the student has not done so.

Assessment and Evaluation after Enrollment

Students are required to participate in testing and other
programs necessary for evaluation and assessment purposes.
Please see the Learning Progress Evaluation section in this
catalog.

Acceleration of College Study

It is possible for students to satisfy requirements for
baccalaureate degrees in less than the traditional four years
(eight regular academic year semesters). Ways of
accomplishing this include: enrolling in college classes while
a junior or senior in high school; exceeding the normal course
load at Mesa State College or elsewhere; challenging by
examination courses in which competence has previously
been attained; earning credit by testing through the College
Level Examination Program (CLEP), DANTES and/or
Advanced Placement; obtaining credit for work experience

(competency credit). Additional information may be obtained
from faculty advisors and the Testing Center.

Student Orientation, Advising and Registration
(SOAR)

All new degree-seeking incoming freshmen are required to
attend a SOAR (Student Orientation, Advising and
Registration) program in order to register for their first
semester courses. Although not required, new degree-seeking
transfer students are strongly encouraged to attend as well.
Information regarding SOAR will be mailed to students upon
notification of acceptance. SOAR information may also be
found on the Mesa State web site at: www.mesastate.edu.

For proper academic advising and course placement, students
with low ACT or SAT scores may be assessed with a second
instrument at the SOAR session. For further information,
students should contact the Academic Advising Office.

Students must be admitted prior to attending SOAR. For
further information, students may call the SOAR hotline at
(970) 248-1405.

Welcome Week

New students to Mesa State may participate in one of the
welcome week programs offered at the beginning of fall and
spring semester. The program is designed to introduce new
students to the campus, fellow classmates, and the College’s
programs and facilities. Parents of graduating high school
students are encouraged to attend the orientation program.
Upon acceptance to Mesa State College, students will receive
further details of the welcome week being held for them. For
more information contact the Student Activities Office.




18

FINANCIAL AID

Contact Information

Office of Financial Aid, Mesa State College, Lowell Heiny
Hall Room 117, 1100 North Avenue, Grand Junction CO
81501-3122 or (970) 248-1396.

Overview

Financial aid at Mesa State College consists of a balanced
program of self help, scholarships and grants-in-aid
awarded for outstanding academic achievement or
outstanding performance in special skill areas including
vocational skills, athletics, drama, music, etc. Mesa State
College also participates in federal and state programs of
grants, loans, and student employment, the awarding of
which is based primarily on need as determined by a needs
analysis system approved by the federal government. The
application used to determine need is the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid.

Financial aid awards that are based on the needs analysis
system consider family resources as the primary source of
funding for education, with federal and state sources
considered secondary and supplemental. Because prospective
students always apply for more financial aid than there is
money available, the following priority order is used:

1. As stated in federal law, a parent is primarily responsible
for payment of educational expenses of a dependent
child. Thus, parents of students attending college are
expected to make every effort to assist the student
financially.

2. The student, as the benefactor of the educational
experience, is the next most responsible person for
payment of educational expenses.

3. The third level of responsibility is from outside sources
such as communities, clubs, corporations, etc.

4. The last resort is federal and state financial aid programs.
There has never been enough funding to assist all needy
students. Therefore, students should make every effort to
obtain assistance at one of the three levels listed above.

Accurate and timely information from the student and parents
to the Financial Aid office is the responsibility of the student.
Failure on the part of the student to supply all required
information on the application may result in reduction or total
loss of aid.

Tuition Payment Plan

Mesa State College provides a payment program designed to
meet the specific needs of students and parents. Annual
tuition, fees and institutional room and board can be paid in
ten monthly installments, beginning July 1 and ending April
1. There is an annual non-refundable application fee, due at
the time of enrollment. Contact the Business Office for more
information.

Scholarships

Scholarships represent an effort by the state of Colorado and
Mesa State College to recognize resident and non-resident
students for outstanding achievement in academic and talent
areas. The awards will vary. Although need is not a factor in
determining recipients, students who are awarded a
scholarship are also encouraged to submit a financial aid
application. While there is not a separate academic
scholarship application, students may choose to submit an
optional essay.

After a student has been admitted to Mesa State College, they
will automatically be reviewed for academic scholarship
awarding. For more detailed information on academic
scholarships, please call the Admissions Office at (970) 248-
1875 or the Financial Aid Office at (970) 284-1396. For
detailed information regarding talent scholarships, please
contact the appropriate academic department.

Colorado Student Aid Programs

Available to full-time, half-time and part-time students with

priority given to full-time students.

1. Colorado Grants—Grants are awarded to Colorado
resident students on the basis of documented financial
need. Financial aid packages which include Colorado
Grants may not exceed the documented financial need of
the student.

2. Colorado Work-Study—The Work-Study program is
designed to provide employment on campus for students
with documented need and who meet the residency
requirement for tuition purposes.

3. Colorado Leveraging Education Assistance Program
(CLEAP)—This is a program wherein a portion of the

grant to a student is provided by the state of Colorado
and the other portion by the federal government. Awards
are made only to Colorado resident students with need.

4. Colorado Graduate Grants (CGG)—Grants are awarded

to Colorado resident students enrolled in a graduate
program based on financial need.

5. Governor’s Opportunity Scholarship Program—
Scholarships offered to Colorado resident students who

otherwise could not pursue a college degree due to
financial reasons.

6. Supplemental Leveraging Educational Assistance
Program—This is a program wherein a portion of the

grant to a student is provided by the State of Colorado
and the other portion by the Federal government. Awards
are primarily for Colorado residents seeking a teaching
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degree. Priority is given to students with documented
need and who are completing their internship.

Mesa State College Foundation Programs

The Mesa State College Foundation is a non-profit
organization governed by a Board of Directors. The board is
comprised of talented and successful business and
community leaders who recognize the college’s pivotal role
in the future of our state and wish to aid deserving students at
Mesa State College. This group, which functions
independently of the college, raises funds for scholarships,
student loans, and a variety of programs that enhance
opportunities provided by the college. In addition, the
Foundation serves as a receiving and distribution agency for
many established scholarships available to the students at
Mesa State.

1. Private Scholarships—In addition to institutional
scholarships, many scholarships and awards have been
established for students of the College by individuals and
organizations who recognize the importance of Mesa
State to the community and have a connection to the
College. The amounts of the awards vary, but all are
designed to apply toward tuition and fees. Contact the
Office of Financial Aid for additional information.

2. Student Loans—Students may borrow emergency short-
term loan funds provided by the Mesa State College
Foundation to help meet obligations due to unforeseen
situations. By definition, short-term loans are repayable
within 90 days or by the end of the semester, whichever
comes first. Inquire at the Financial Aid Office for
applications and additional information.

Federal Student Aid Programs

1. Federal Pell Grant Program—This is a grant program
available to needy students enrolling in an eligible
institution of post-secondary education. The Pell Grant
Program is the base program for financial aid at Mesa
State College.

2. College Based Programs—Mesa State College
participates in many other federal student-aid programs.

These include the (1) Federal Perkins Loan Program, (2)
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
Program, (3) Federal College Work Study Program.

3. Federal Family Education L.oan Program—This is a loan
program consisting of the Federal subsidized and

unsubsidized Stafford Loan Program and the Federal
Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS). Details
concerning these programs may be obtained from the
Financial Aid Office.

General Guidelines
Financial need for educational expenses is an essential
requirement to qualify for assistance from most programs.
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Students who must have financial aid in order to secure a
college education are encouraged to contact the Financial Aid
Office for necessary information and application forms. Both
full-time and less than full-time students will receive
consideration.

Since financial need is the primary requirement for
determining eligibility for assistance under any of the federal
student aid programs, Mesa State College requires that the

student applicant submit the proper application to the federal

processor as soon as possible after January 1. FAFSA on the
Web is available at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. A paper

application is available from high school counselors or may
be obtained by writing the Office of Financial Aid at Mesa
State College.

Stafford Student Loans are initiated with the FAFSA
application but require an additional Master Promissory
Note. The MPN is available in electronic form from the
Financial Aid page of the Mesa State College Web page at
www.mesastate.edu.

Students must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress as
noted with the Award Notification to remain eligible for
financial aid.

Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE)
Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is a tuition
program which, if awarded, allows students from 13 western
states to attend Mesa State College at a reduced tuition rate.
Students who are residents from the states of Alaska, Arizona,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington and
Wyoming are considered for the award; however, acceptance
into this competitive program is not automatic. To be
considered for this award, students must be admitted to the
College as a new freshman or transfer degree-seeking student
in a certificate, associate, or baccalaureate program and
provide a copy of their current state driver’s license. If
awarded, students will receive an award letter outlining the
following requirements:

e register in a minimum of 12 credit hours each
consecutive fall and spring semester;

*  maintain a minimum 2.5 cumulative Mesa State College
GPA each semester, excluding the summer session; and

* complete the WUE reapplication process through the
Admissions Office prior to each fall semester. A
reapplication letter will be sent to each eligible
continuing WUE student in June of each year.

WUE is not available to students during the summer session.
Time accrued while receiving the WUE award will not
contribute toward the length of time required for establishing
Colorado residency status. For more information, contact the
Admissions Office at (970) 248-1875.
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Mesa State College reserves the right to adjust any and all
charges, including tuition, fees, and room and board, at any
time deemed necessary by the Trustees.

Determination of Residency Status for Tuition

Purposes

Tuition classification is governed by state law (Colorado
Revised Statutes, Sections 23-7-101 to 104 and 23-7-105)
and by judicial decisions that apply to all public institutions
of higher education in Colorado. Mesa State College does not
have discretion to make exceptions to the rules that are
defined by state law. Although an individual may be
considered a state resident for voting and other legal purposes
after being in the state for a short period of time, the tuition
law specifies additional requirements for classification as “in-
state” for tuition purposes. A detailed informational brochure
regarding tuition classification is available in the Admissions
Office, Registrar’s Office, and via the MSC website in PDF
downloadable format at www.mesastate.edu (click on
Admissions, Admissions Forms, and choose Tuition
Classification Information in the drop-down box.)

Initial tuition classification is determined from information a
student supplies on an application for admissions to Mesa
State College. Failure to answer all questions will lead to an
initial classification of out-of-state. A student’s residency
status will be stated within their admissions letter. New
students who feel their classification is incorrect should
contact the Admissions Office immediately. Continuing Mesa
State students who believe they have subsequently met
requirements for in-state status must submit the Petition for
In-State  Tuition Classification  with  supporting
documentation; a change in classification is not automatic.
Petitions and supporting documentation must be submitted to
the Admissions Office, Attention Tuition Classification
Officer. Students must comply with the following published
deadlines for submission of a Petition for In-State Tuition
Classification; no petition submitted after a deadline will be
considered for the given term.

Emancipation

According to Colorado statute, physical presence and intent
to be a permanent resident of Colorado must be established
for 12 months prior to the first day of class for the qualifying
term. The domicile of a student’s parent determines residency
for any student who has not yet reached the age of 23, unless
the student can establish that he/she is emancipated. Students
under the age of 23 who wish to be considered without
parental information must submit a Petition for In-State
Tuition Classification for review.

Emancipation for students under the age of 23 may be
established if a student is married, financially independent, or

is a single parent. If a student can prove emancipation, then
the student must complete the Petition for In-State Tuition
Classification and attach their supporting documentation
when requested.

Should circumstances change affecting a student’s tuition
status after a petition is approved, notification of such change
must be provided to the Tuition Classification Officer in
writing within 15 days after such change.

Residency Appeals

Students who do not agree with the decision of the Tuition
Classification Officer after review of a petition may appeal
the decision. Appeals must be made in writing and directed to
the Tuition Classification Officer no later than 15 days from
the date the denial decision letter was mailed to the student.
The decision of the Residency Appeals Committee is the final
college determination. For further residency-related
questions, contact the Tuition Classification Officer in the
Admissions Office.
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PETITION DEADLINES
SUBMIT YOUR PETITION
QUALIFYING BUT NO LATER THAN
SEMESTER CUT-OFF DATE* NO EARLIER THAN... PETITION DEADLINE
OF...*%*

Fall 2005 Semester
Spring 2006 Semester
Summer 2006 session

June 22, 2005
November 16, 2005
March 15, 2006

1st day of class
1st day of class
1st day of class

August 3, 2005
January 2, 2006
2 weeks prior to 1st day of class

* Qualifying Cut-off Date: The date by which the 12-month physical presence period must have expired in order to
possibly be classified in-state for the specified term. The 12-month period begins after a student has completed their
move to the State of Colorado and has severed ties to their previous state of legal domicile, not merely when a student
arrives in Colorado.

** Petition Deadline: The Tuition Classification Officer, located in the Admissions Office, must receive fully completed
petitions by this date in order to be considered for the semester in question. Petitions received after this date will not
be considered for the semester in question. Because a 12-month physical domicile must be proven, petitions will not
be reviewed prior to the “No Earlier Than” date listed above.

Tuition and Fees

The State of Colorado allocates money for Colorado in-state
undergraduates to help offset the total tuition of their college
education. In the past, the state’s share of a student’s tuition
was paid directly to Colorado public colleges and
universities. Beginning fall 2005, the state’s share of in-state
tuition-paid from the College Opportunity Fund (COF)-is
available for students to direct to the institution of their
choice once the student signs up for a voucher account.
Students are then responsible only for their remaining share
of total tuition.

Most in-state undergraduates qualify for participation in the
program. Qualifications and the amount of the voucher are
subject to actions by the Colorado General Assembly.
Students should log into the college’s website for current
information and additional details available in Mesa State’s
current Course Schedule and on its website at
www.mesastate.edu.

To create an account, a student must register with the College
Access Network (CAN) at:
http://www.college-access.net

and provide a limited amount of information. Note that the
process of creating a voucher account is separate from
applying for admission to Mesa State and can be completed
at any time prior to enrolling. Qualifying students who do
not establish an account into which the voucher can be
deposited are responsible for both the state’s plus the
student’s share of tuition.

Tuition and fees for the 2005-2006 academic year below are
estimated as of the time that this catalog was printed.
Students should check the college’s website for the most
current rates and information. Note that summer term pre-

registration is held at the same time as pre-registration for fall
term and follows a separate policy regarding refunds.

Tuition and Fee Schedule

The tuition rates shown below are estimated for academic
year 2005-2006; final rates for 2005-2006 will be posted on
the college’s website when set by the Board of Trustees. The
student fees shown below also are estimated rates for 2005-
2006, and final rates will be posted on the website when
finalized.

Examples:

A. Undergraduate who is full-time, in-state, COF-eligible.
(Note: 12 credit hours is full-time for financial aid
purposes)

Per Semester

Total tuition for 12 credit hours each term  $2,139.48
Less COF (state’s share of tuition) $960.00
Equals student’s share of tuition $1,179.48
Plus general purpose student fees* $360.45
Equals total due from student $1,539.93

B. Undergraduate who is full-time, out-of-state. non-COF-
eligible. (Note: 12 credit hours is full-time for financial

aid purposes)
Per Semester
Total tuition for 12 credit hours each term

(= student’s share of tuition) $4,772.88
Plus general purpose student fees* $360.45
Equals total due from student $5,133.33
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C. Undergraduate who is part-time, in-state, COF-eligible.

Tuition per credit hour $178.29
Less COF per credit hour (state’s share

of tuition) -$80.00
Equals student’s share of tuition $98.29
Plus general purpose student fees* $41.22
Equals total due from student $139.51

D. Undergraduate who is part-time, out-of-state, non-COF-
eligible.
Tuition per credit hour

(= student’s share of tuition) $397.74

Plus general purpose student fees* $41.22

Equals total due from student $438.96
E. Graduate student who is in-state.

Tuition per credit hour $122.31

Plus general purpose student fees* $41.22

Equals total due from student. $163.53
F.  Graduate student who is out-of-state.

Tuition per credit hour $437.35

Plus general purpose student fees* $41.22

Equals total due from student. $478.57

*QGeneral purpose student fees are per credit hour and include
a $5.00 ($1.00 CSA, $4.00 Mass Transit) per semester per
student charge. Refer to the Mesa State College Student
Handbook for a complete breakdown of the general purpose
student fees. A one-time matriculation fee of $95.00 will be
assessed. This fee takes the place of add/drop fees, transcript
fees, graduation fees, etc. A surcharge equal to the
appropriate credit hour tuition rate will be assessed per
semester for each credit hour over 18.

Student Liability for Tuition and Fees

Upon registration students incur a financial obligation to
Mesa State College. Anyone who registers for one or more
classes is expected to pay the full amount of tuition and fees,
unless they officially withdraw by the specified deadlines
listed in the Course Schedule. All charges are due and
payable on the first day of class. A 1% service charge will be
assessed each month on all outstanding balances. No student
will be allowed to register for classes, graduate or receive
transcripts until their account is paid in full.

Students are liable for additional late fees and/or collection
costs, including attorney fees and other charges necessary for
the collection of any overdue financial obligation incurred by
the student.

Student financial information is available on the Mesa State
College website. If you have any questions, contact the
Business Office at (970) 248-1567.

EXPENSES AT MESA STATE COLLEGE

Other Fees and Expenses

Books and Supplies

Required textbooks and supplies are sold at the college
bookstore, located in the Campbell Center. Other items sold
at the bookstore include general books, art and engineering
supplies, basic school supplies, calculators, imprinted
clothing, magazines, software and gift items.

The approximate cost of textbooks for a single semester is
$400-$500 but varies with the program of study. Supply costs
vary depending upon student preference and course
requirements.

Textbooks may be returned within 7 calendar days of
purchase, provided the cash register receipt is shown as proof
of purchase and the books have not been defaced. Extended
return dates at the beginning of fall and spring semesters are
posted in the bookstore and on the website.

The bookstore sponsors a book buy-back program that is
conducted during the final examination week of fall and
spring semesters only. Used books may be available for some
classes.

Application, Evaluation, and Other Fees
Undergraduate Application and

Evaluation Fee (non-refundable) $30.00
Graduate Application and

Evaluation Fee (non-refundable) $50.00
Matriculation Fee $95.00
Non-refundable Housing Application Fee $25.00
Room Reservation deposit/damage deposit $125.00
Parking permit, non-reserved (per year) $65.00

Private and Course-Specific Fees

When private and special instructional services are required,
additional charges will be incurred by the student. Fees vary
with the nature of the instruction. Private instruction in
applied music is available from instructors approved by the
college. Cost of this instruction is regular per credit hour
tuition plus a specified amount for one thirty-minute lesson
each week. Other special instructional services and courses
that may require students to pay extra fees include labs,
courses with transportation fees for field trips, human
performance and wellness courses (for locker and towel
facilities) and classes such as bowling, skiing and golf.

Student Health Insurance

Student health insurance (major medical) is available each
semester. Students must complete an enrollment form and
submit it with payment to the Business Office by the
established deadline each semester. Additional coverage is
available for spouse and children. Rates are established by
insurance provider and vary based on coverage selected.
Inquire at the Business Office in Lowell Heiny Hall.
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Personal Computer Recommendation

Mesa State College recognizes the importance of computers
as educational tools to be used in the pursuit of higher
education. Students are strongly encouraged, to the extent
possible, to have a personal computer for their use while
attending Mesa State College.

Students who will be purchasing a personal computer should
consider the following specifications. By doing so, students
will be able to complete most course work in the privacy of
their own room/home.

Suggested specifications: Computer that runs Microsoft
Windows; with modem and CD-ROM drive; and good letter
quality printer.

Software: Students may be required to purchase specific
software for specific courses. In some cases, students will
purchase software along with the textbook used for the class
at a nominal cost. Students should not purchase software until
advised by individual faculty.

Students majoring in Mass Communication (Broadcasting,
News/Editorial, Print Media, Public Relations/Advertising)
or Graphic Arts mainly use Apple Macintosh. Majors are
encouraged to consult with the appropriate department before
purchasing a computer.

Refunds of Tuition and Fees

The refund policy is being reviewed and updated in relation
to the recent implementation of the College Opportunity
Fund. The updated policy will be posted on the college’s
website.

Student Financial Planning

If students need assistance with payment arrangements,
financial planning and financial management, please contact
the Student Financial Counselor, at (970) 248-1873, Lowell
Heiny Hall, Room 112

Student Housing and Meal Plans

Freshman and sophomore students who are under 21 years of
age and not residing with their parents in Mesa County are
required to live on campus. However, space is limited and

priority is based on the date the complete housing application

and deposit are received in the Housing Office. A student may
qualify for exemption from the on-campus requirement for

definite reasons expressed in writing and approved by the

Department of Housing and Residence Life if he or she is:

1. Married; or

2. 21 years of age or older; or

3. A part-time student (enrolled for less than 12 hours per
semester); or

4. Residing at the permanent address of his/her parents or
step-parents; or
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5. Of junior class standing as of the beginning of the
semester; or

6. Not of junior standing, but has resided in the Mesa State
College residence halls for four semesters; or

7. Medically excused (with written documentation from a
medical doctor); or

8. Placed on a waiting list due to limited space on campus.

On-campus living offers many advantages. Its location makes
class attendance and activity participation very convenient
for Mesa State students. In addition, living on campus
relieves the students of many time-consuming responsibilities
that enable them to devote more energy to their studies,
recreational activities, and making new friends.

Each residence hall and apartment complex is staffed with a
resident director, assistant director, and resident assistants
who are trained to help students. These staff members aid
residents in adjusting to college life, explaining policies,
answering questions, and anything else associated with
college life. The Housing Office is available to help students
make arrangements for residency and meal plans, answer
questions, receive suggestions, and assist students with any
housing-related concerns or interests.

Housing Facilities

There are three types of on-campus housing available: (1)
three traditional residence halls which require a meal plan
(most rooms are designed for double occupancy, although
there are a limited number of single rooms); (2) suite style
residence hall which also requires a meal plan, and; (3)
apartments, available for sophomores, juniors, and seniors.

Student Housing and Dining Contract

Students who wish to apply for accommodations on campus
are required to submit a $150 deposit with their signed
contracts and completed application cards. On-campus
housing is not guaranteed, as availability is limited to 929
students. The deposit includes a $25 non-refundable
application fee. Housing assignments will be made by mid-
June.

The Student Housing and Dining Contract is a legal
agreement between the student and Mesa State College
regarding residency and meal plans on campus. The contract
is in effect for the entire academic year. These services,
however, are billed and payable by semester. The schedule
for room and meal plan refunds also is outlined in the
contract. Both parties assume the rights and responsibilities
outlined in the Student Housing and Dining Contract and all
supporting documents upon acceptance of the contract by
Mesa State College.

Questions concerning housing on campus should be directed
to the Housing Office at (970) 248-1536 or e-mail

housing @mesastate.edu.
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Off-Campus Housing

The college has no jurisdiction over off-campus housing but
attempts to assist students in locating housing. The Housing
Office posts weekly updates of “Almost Home” listings.
“Almost Home” is a Grand Junction community service for
listing rental properties and roommate exchange. The listings

are posted at www.catholicoutreach.org.

Campus Dining

Campus Dining Services offers food service to students at
Mesa State College which includes a choice of two meal
plans: Plan A, unlimited meals between 6:45 a.m. and 7:00
p-m., or Plan B, unlimited meals between 10:30 a.m. and 7:00
p-m. Multiple entrees are served with unlimited seconds.
Only two meals are served on Saturday and Sunday (brunch
and dinner). Both meal plans have full access to brunch and
dinner 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Meals are planned with special needs in mind also, such as
for the weight-conscious or vegetarian.

Students living in the residence halls may select the meal plan
of their choice but are required to choose one. Students not
living in the residence halls may, if they wish, purchase meal
plans and/or Mav money. Meals are served seven days a week
during the academic year. Commuter students are welcome to
purchase any of the resident student meal plans, or try one of
our commuter plans. Call (970) 248-1742 for more
information on dining services.

EXPENSES AT MESA STATE COLLEGE

Room and Board Charges
Residence Halls:
Pinon, Rait ,Tolman and Monument Halls:

Per Semester
Double room (per student) $1,682.00%*
Single room (per student) $2,291.00%*
Monument Hall (double suite per student)  $1,769.00*
Triple Suite $1,553.23%
Apartments:
Walnut Ridge:

Per Semester
$1,856.00%*
$2.,436.00%*

Double room (per student)
Single room (per student)

* A $20 per semester charge will be added to all residents’
accounts for a non-refundable housing activity fee.

Meal Plans:
(Available to all students; mandatory for those living in a
residence hall) Each meal plan includes $125.00 in
Maverick Money.

Per Semester
$1,669.32
$1,567.24

Plan A - unlimited, 6:45 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Plan B - unlimited, 10:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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STUDENT SERVICES, OFFICES, AND ACTIVITIES

Office of the Dean of Students

Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 107, (970) 248-1366

Mesa State College has an environment that encourages and
allows students to develop socially as well as educationally.
Student services staff provide opportunities for students to
increase competencies in academic and vocational areas as
well as improve self-understanding, interpersonal relations,
decision-making, value clarification, and establishment of
life goals.

Office of Admissions

1100 North Avenue, (800) 982-MESA or (970) 248-1875
The Admissions Office serves as the initial point of contact
for prospective students and their families. Among the staff’s
responsibility is the recruitment of students and the
processing of admissions applications and petitions for
changes to residency classification for tuition purposes.
Activities of the college’s Student Ambassadors also is
coordinated through this office.

Office of Financial Aid

Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 117, (970) 248-1396

The Financial Aid Office works with students to meet
educational expenses through various monetary resources.
Depending on a student’s qualifications, aid is available in the
form of scholarships and grants that do not need to be repaid.
Additionally, students can apply for loans that are need or
non-need-based as well as work-study employment.

Office of the Registrar

Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 121, (970) 248-1555

The Registrar’s Office provides a variety of services that
includes registering students into classes, maintaining
academic records, and certifying degree requirements for
graduation. The office also is responsible for processing
applications for readmission to Mesa State or transferring
from another institution, as well as forms to add/drop a class,
holds on registration, change of address, non-release of
directory information protected by federal law, and
enrollment verification for loan or insurance purposes. The
office also prepares Mesa State transcripts and evaluates
transcripts from other institutions to determine the number of
credits that will apply toward a particular degree.

Educational Access Services

1020 Elm Avenue, (970) 248-1826 or -1801

Support services for students with documented disabilities
are available through Educational Access Services, a division
of Academic Services. Several services are available,
depending upon the documented disability. Services can
include but are not limited to volunteer note takers, monitored
testing, and taped textbooks (eight weeks notice required).
Prospective students are encouraged to contact the office of

the Coordinator of Educational Access Services to discuss

special needs. Students must initiate a request for
accommodations by contacting the EAS office prior to the
start of classes. A new request must be made each semester.

Peer Tutoring Program

Houston Hall, Room 110, (970) 248-1913

The Peer Tutoring Program provides tutoring in a group
setting for students who need extra help in a course that is
difficult for them. Qualified tutors, recommended by faculty,
are trained to work with groups of students in a particular
course or general subject area. Tutors sometimes oversee
open study sessions (e.g., math, chemistry) where students
can attend as often as they wish. These sessions are available
at various times and locations throughout the semester.

Math Lab is an open study area operated by special peer
tutors who have backgrounds in various levels of
mathematics. This is a walk-in location that is open to all
MSC students; appointments are not necessary. The Math
Lab is generally open all day and during selected hours in the
evening each semester. The Math Lab is located at 1325
College Place.

Writing Center

Houston Hall, Room 118, (970) 248-1831

Students can improve their writing skills through one-on-one
assistance from the staff of the Writing Center. Assistance
also is available electronically. For further information,
contact the center.

Testing Center

UTEC Campus, 2508 Blichmann Avenue, (970) 255-2750
The Testing Center services include, but are not limited to,
examinations required for admission to graduate and
professional schools, examinations for proficiency and
certification in nursing and teaching, and the credit by
examination program. Assessment of academic skills in
college level English and mathematics are provided through
the center for potential students, as well as those who already
have been admitted.

Adyvising and Career Center
Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 127, (970) 248-1177
The Advising and Career Center is here to assist students and
alumni in attaining their educational and career goals. In
addition, the Center assists employers in implementing their
recruitment strategies and Mesa State faculty and staff with
needs that may arise for them, as well as providing
information for parents. The following services are free of
charge to students and alumni.

* Academic Advising

—New incoming freshman students
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—Non-degree seeking students
—Undeclared returning students
e Career Counseling
*  Career Assessments
*  Career Fairs
*  Cover Letter Assistance
*  Credential Files
*  Employment Preparedness Workshops
* Internship Information
e Major and Minor Selection
*  Mock Interviews
*  On and Off Campus Job Listings
*  Referrals for Personal Counseling
¢ Résumé Development

*Note that some restrictions may apply.

Information about the career fairs will be posted to the
Advising and Career Center Web  Site at
www.mesastate.edu/sl/acc. The Advising and Career Center
actively invites selected companies to visit Mesa State to
conduct on-campus recruiting. Information regarding
companies scheduled to recruit on campus will be advertised
with posters, flyers, and class announcements.

Student Financial Planning

Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 112, (970) 248-1873

If students need assistance with payment arrangements,
financial planning and financial management, contact the
Student Financial Counselor.

Student Health Center

1060 Orchard Avenue, Suite O, (970) 256-6345

Good health, both physical and emotional, is an important
factor in successful college work. It is the goal of the Mesa
State College Student Health Center to provide competent,
accessible medical care. Similar to the family physician, the
Student Health Center provides a source of basic medical
assistance for the student who is away from home.

Outpatient health services are provided for registered fee-
paying students who have a valid student I.D. card regardless
of the number of credit hours carried or insurance status.
Students are required to pay a $5.00 co-pay for all services
received at the Student Health Center. The primary services
provided are: first aid, dispensing of simple medications,
assessment and referral to specialty physicians and dentists,
providing counsel for personal health problems, simple
physicals, and limited lab tests for a nominal fee.

Services include a full-time registered nurse, with a part-time
physician and practitioner providing a complement of health
care, Monday-Friday. The physician/ practitioner provides
students with an initial health assessment and evaluation,
treats minor illnesses, and refers students for hospitalization
or specialized treatment as needed. A registered nurse is

available to answer questions
information.

and provide medical

The Student Health Center is a contracted service with an off-
campus provider. It is located within easy walking distance of
the college at 1060 Orchard Avenue, Suite O.

For emergency illnesses or accidents that occur after the
center’s hours, or on weekends, students should report to the
Emergency Care Center at Community Hospital. Immediate
emergency help should be obtained by dialing 911.

Behavioral Clinical Services (BCS)

2004 N. 12th Street, Suite 47, (970) 241-6500

Counseling Services

Counseling services are contracted by Behavioral Clinical
Services (BCS). All students paying student fees are eligible
for six free counseling sessions per academic year. Referrals
can be made through any office on campus and/or students
may contact BCS directly for an appointment. All sessions
are confidential. Students dealing with personal problems
affecting their academic life are encouraged to talk with a
professional counselor.

Alcohol/Drug Education (AWARE Program)

Counseling services, in partnership with Behavioral Clinical
Services, provides alcohol and drug education presentations
for staff, faculty and students. The AWARE program staff is
available to make presentations to student groups, classes,
and faculty or departments, on topics related to substance
abuse.

Emergency Contact Services

Lowell Heiny Hall, Room 109, (970) 248-1366

The Office of the Dean of Students, located in LHH 109, is
the referral point for emergencies encountered by students.
Issues such as messaging for emergencies while a student is
in class are determined on a case-by-case basis. It is
important to note that the office cannot guarantee a contact
with any student due to their highly mobile behavior, but a
good faith effort will be made. This service is not for non-
emergency situations. The telephone number is (970) 248-
1366

Office of Transfer Services

ECEC Building (corner of 12th & Elm), (970) 248-1232
The Office of Transfer Services offers assistance to students
transferring into Mesa State from other institutions. Services
include preliminary transcript evaluation, educational
planning, transition to academic departments, and resolution
of transfer problems. The Transfer Services staff is available
by appointment and for walk-ins. The office works closely
with the Office of the Registrar to provide students
information about their transfer credits and how those credits
may be applied.
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Tomlinson Library

(970) 248-1862

The John U. Tomlinson Library supports the educational
mission of the College by providing a diverse collection of
materials for use by the students and faculty.

The library collection contains over 300,000 items, which
includes books, periodicals, nonprint materials, maps,
newspapers, audio and visual media, software and other
items. More than 50 on-line databases are available through
the Library’s web pages. The library is a selected depository
for federal government documents and also contains special
collections in the areas of western Colorado history and other
subjects.

Services provided by the library include reference and
information desk assistance, group study rooms, photocopy
and microform machines, and library instruction to classes.
The Media Center provides instruction materials
consultation, equipment distribution, and media production
services to students and faculty.

Access to the collection is through the on-line catalog, which
is composed of the holdings of the Tomlinson Library, and
includes holdings in other libraries throughout Colorado and
the United States. Should materials not be available locally,
the Interlibrary Loan Department and Prospector Program
obtains needed materials for students and faculty from other
libraries. Library and informational resources are available

via the web at www.mesastate.edu/library.

Little Mavericks Learning Center

1340 College Place, (970) 248-1318

Childcare is available for children of Mesa State College
students. The age limit is 1 year and walking up to 5 years.
For further information, contact the Center Director.

Student Activities

College Center, (970) 248-1758

Many student clubs and organizations exist at Mesa State
College. Student clubs include professional and academic
clubs as well as social clubs. Currently Mesa State College
has over 50 active clubs on campus including club sports,
religious clubs, and support groups, which allow students to
meet other students who share similar interests. A list of
current active clubs and organizations can be viewed on the
Mesa State College web site, are listed in the Student
Handbook, or available at the College Center Information
Desk.

There are also a number of student fee-funded organizations
that are administered by Mesa State students including the
following:

e Associated Student Government (ASG): ASG is the

representative body and official voice of the students.
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The ASG operates through the General Assembly, a
legislative body composed of students elected by the
student body. Students involved in ASG have an
opportunity to gain leadership skills by representing
student opinions to the Mesa State administration and the
College’s Board of Trustees, and they are responsible for
reviewing and administering student fee requests.

e Mesa State Activities Council (MSAC): MSAC is

responsible for organizing entertainment activities
including concerts, films, speakers, and dances. Events
have included musicians, comedians, hypnotists, and
speakers.

* Fine Arts Organizations: All Mesa State students are
encouraged to audition to join a musical group,
participate in theatre or be part of a dance performance.
Performances in the arts are highly regarded at Mesa
State and are well attended by students and the
community.

*  Media Organizations: These organizations include the
student newspaper The Criterion, the student radio
station KMSA 91.3 FM, and the literary and art
publication Literary Review. Each of these groups is
professionally advised by faculty members and utilizes
the latest equipment employed in their fields.

*  Qutdoor Program: This student group organizes trips and
classes including whitewater rafting, rock climbing, and
skiing. The rental center, located in the College Center,
rents mountain bikes, canoes, kayaks, cross-country skis,
backpacks and other gear.

e Cultural Diversity Board (CDB): This student
organization offers leadership experiences for students
and organizes programs to educate students regarding
multicultural concerns and issues. Member groups
include the Black Student Alliances (BSA), the Native
American Council, the International Student Union,
M.E.Ch.A., Ho’Olokahi, and PRIDE.

Intercollegiate Athletics

Saunders Physical Education Center, (970) 248-1503
Intercollegiate athletics provides students with equitable
opportunities to enhance their education, represent the
college, and participate in athletics while developing skills
and understanding. All undergraduate students are
encouraged to participate in intercollegiate athletics as
determined by their interests and capabilities.

Participation in the program, however, is secondary to the
academic expectations of students. To this end, it is the
responsibility of those administering the program to schedule
the length of playing seasons, the frequency of practice
sessions, and the number of contests so that they shall not
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unreasonably conflict with students obligations to attend
class regularly, to study, to develop their intellectual, moral,
and social faculties, and to graduate from the college as
educated men and women. The men’s program at Mesa State
includes baseball, basketball, football, and tennis, while
basketball, cross-country, golf, soccer, softball, tennis, and
volleyball are available to women.

Campus Recreation Services

Saunders Physical Education Center, (970) 248-1337
Campus Recreation Services is established to provide varied
programs and services that will contribute to the health and
well being of the students of Mesa State College. The
program educates participants in the responsible use of
leisure time by providing an atmosphere that fosters the
development of lifelong patterns of recreational activities and
opportunities for participation in such activities regardless of
age, sex, race, or motor ability. To do so, facilities and
resources are designed to provide appropriate environments
for participants through the following:

e Offering structured competitive and social opportunities
in a variety of individual and team sports (Intramural
Sports Program and Club Sports). Intramural sports
include flag football, softball, volleyball, basketball,
indoor and outdoor soccer, ultimate Frisbee, disc golf,
badminton, tennis, racquetball, and swimming. Club
sports include cycling, rodeo, rugby, and track.

*  Providing access to recreation facilities, equipment, and
activities for convenient, informal participation (Open
Recreation Program). These facilities include a multi-
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sport gymnasium, cardio machines, weight training
circuit machines, a free weight room, indoor track,
racquetball courts, climbing wall, and swimming pool.

*  Offering structured and non-structured opportunities for
improving and maintaining physical fitness
(Fitness/Wellness Program). These opportunities include
aerobics classes, a fitness club, fitness assessments, and
exercise program prescription.

* Offering students significant opportunities for career
development, including the acquisition of leadership,
management, and technical skills in all areas of Campus
Recreation Services (Student Employment Program).

MAVCard Student I. D.

College Center, Room 102, (970) 248-1059

The Mesa State MAVCard is your key to campus services at
Mesa State College. The MAVcard can be used at Tomlinson
Library, the student recreation center, the dining hall,
Bookcliff Café, campus student photocopy machines,
vending machines, and for access to residence halls and
athletic events. The MAVcard can also be linked to a free
Wells Fargo® checking account, with a customer service
branch right on campus.

Campus Parking

1041 Mesa Avenue, (970) 248-1919

Students and College staff members who wish to park on
campus may purchase parking permits for designated areas. A
parking permit does not guarantee a parking space, but
permits on-campus parking when such space is available.
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REGISTRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Contact Information

Office of the Registrar, Lowell Heiny Hall Room 121, Mesa
State College, 1100 North Avenue, Grand Junction CO
81501-3122; call (970) 248-1555.

Overview

Once admitted to Mesa State College, a student meets with an
academic advisor (see Academic Advising section). Not all
courses available in this catalog are offered every semester or
every year. Course schedule offerings for each semester
(including Maverick On-Line registration instructions) are
available through the Mesa State College web page at
www.mesastate.edu and in the Office of the Registrar.
Students may register via Maverick On-Line or in person at
the Office of the Registrar.

Student Liability for Tuition and Fees

For all students, the act of registration automatically confirms

attendance and the student will incur a financial obligation to
the College. A registered student is responsible for paying

his/her tuition and fees, regardless of whether or not they
attend classes, unless the student officially withdraws from
the College through the Registrar’s Office or drops all
courses via the web prior to the deadlines published in the
semester course schedule. It is the student’s responsibility to
make a copy of the schedule reflecting any courses dropped
via the web.

Attendance

Students are expected to attend all sessions of each course in
which they are enrolled. Failure to do so may result in a
lowered grade or exclusion from class at the discretion of the
instructor. At any time during a semester, a student who fails
to attend regularly may be dropped from class rolls. An
instructor may initiate a drop or withdrawal for a student who
fails to attend classes regularly. (“Drops” are up to 15% of
class elapsed; “withdrawals” are up to the mid-point of the
class.)

Attendance during the first two class periods is required. Any
instructor has the option of dropping any student who fails to
attend the first two class meetings so that other students may
enroll. Not all instructors will exercise this option; therefore,
a student should not assume that non-attendance will result in
automatic drop from a class.

It is the responsibility of the student to arrange in advance
with instructors for making up missed -classwork,
assignments or tests incurred because of a student’s
participation in required field trips, intercollegiate sports, or
other trips. The coach, instructor, or other official whose
activities require students to be absent from classes should
give each participating student an “official” roster and

schedule of events for the semester or other appropriate time
span which may result in classes being missed. The student is
responsible for contacting the instructor of each of his/her
classes affected at least 24 hours in advance of each class that
will be missed.

Absences due to serious illness or strictly unavoidable
circumstances may be excused if the instructor in charge of
the course is satisfied as to the cause. In the case of an
emergency, the student may contact the Office of the Dean of
Students, and that office will contact the student’s instructors
to inform them of the emergency.

Being excused for an absence in no way relieves the student
of responsibility for completing all work associated with the
course to the satisfaction of the instructor in charge. Being
late to a class or leaving a class early is disruptive and is not
acceptable except in extreme circumstances or with prior
approval of the instructor. Prior approval is also required of
the instructor if a student wishes to bring a guest (or a child)
to class.

Students receiving financial aid that cease attending all
classes without formally withdrawing may need to repay a
portion of their financial aid.

Add/Drops—Schedule Adjustments

Students may make adjustments to their schedules according
to specified deadlines and procedures as announced in each
semester’s published course schedule. Students dropping all
of their courses should refer to the Withdrawal section of this
catalog.

Withdrawal Procedures

Withdrawal from Individual Classes

Students may withdraw from individual classes (full semester
duration, modular, and summer) via the web at
www.mesastate.edu prior to the start of the session (semester
or modular). Once the session has begun, a withdrawal is
permitted up to the mid-point of those classes. (See Refund
Policy in the Tuition and Fees section of this catalog.) After
the session has begun, a Change of Schedule form, properly
completed and with the instructor’s signature, is required and
must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar by the
deadlines published in the semester Course Schedule. Forms
are available in the Office of the Registrar. Students who
officially withdraw from a course prior to the date of mid-
semester (see semester Course Schedule for specific date)
will receive a “W”. Students who withdraw after the deadline
will automatically receive a grade of “F” except for cases
with extenuating, non-academic reasons.
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In addition to regular withdrawal from class(es) by the
student, an instructor may initiate a withdrawal from his or
her class for failure to attend class, failure to turn in
assignments over an extended period of time, or for
disciplinary reasons. In such cases, the instructor must
observe regular withdrawal deadlines.

Total Withdrawal from the College

Students who desire to withdraw totally from Mesa State
College are advised to notify their faculty advisor or the
Advising and Career Center prior to obtaining the appropriate
paperwork from the Registrar’s Office.

Prior to the first day of the semester, students may totally
withdraw from Mesa State by dropping all classes via the
web at www.mesastate.edu. If a student desires to totally
withdraw after the semester has begun, he/she must report to
the Office of the Registrar. See Refund Policy in the Tuition
and Fee section of this catalog. The necessary withdrawal
papers must be filled out by the student and officially signed
by the appropriate staff. Grades of “W” will be given if done
so before the deadline and if all withdrawal procedures have
been satisfied for courses in which the student has not already
received a grade (including F). Students totally withdrawing
after the deadline will receive grades of “F”. Exceptions to
the withdrawal deadline are possible and are considered only
by written appeal in the case of true, documented
emergencies. The Appeals Committee will review completed,
documented requests. Appeal forms are available in the
Office of the Registrar.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA)

General Policy

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
provides students who are enrolled in an institution of
postsecondary education the right to inspect, review, and
challenge their educational records. Mesa State College has
the responsibility of maintaining and protecting the
confidentiality of students’ official educational records. Mesa
State College also supervises the access to and/or release of
educational records of its students. FERPA covers enrolled
and former students, including deceased students. Students
who are not accepted to Mesa State College, or if accepted,
do not attend, have no rights under FERPA. In addition, the
College will not release personally identifiable records of
students to any individual, agency or organization without the
prior written consent of the student, except as provided by
FERPA.

Directory Information

Mesa State College may, without the consent of the student,
release to persons outside the institution information
designated as Directory Information in accordance with the
provisions of FERPA. Directory Information shall include
information in an educational record which would not
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generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if
released, including but not limited to:

student name, address, telephone number

date and place of birth

major fields of study

participation in officially recognized activities and sports
weight and height of athletic team members

photograph

dates of attendance to include enrollment status (i.e., full
time or part time)

8. degrees and awards received

9. most recent educational institution attended

10. e-mail address

Nk v~

Note: At any time, a student may request to the Registrar’s
Office that Directory Information not be released to other
parties without written permission. This request will be
honored until the student requests in writing that Directory
Information be disclosed.

Access to Student Educational Records

FERPA provides current, former students, and parents of
students who claim the student as a dependent (according to
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, Section 152) for income tax
purposes on their most current federal tax return the right to
inspect, review, and challenge their educational records.

Students are permitted to inspect and review their educational
records within a maximum of 45 days after the request is
received. Students may not review financial information
received from their parents or guardians, confidential letters
and recommendations placed in their files prior to January 1,
1975, academic records containing information regarding
other students, administrative, disciplinary, law enforcement,
student health records, and/or records which are maintained
in the sole possession of the maker.

While students who have a financial hold or past due account
(all holds included) have a right to inspect their academic
records, no transcript will be released to the student or other
party until holds are reconciled. Bankruptcy, however,
removes any financial obligations the student has to Mesa
State College. Please contact the Office of the Registrar with
questions regarding this policy.

No-Credit-Desired/Audit Courses

A student who desires to attend certain undergraduate classes
regularly, but does not wish to receive grades or credit, should
register for “no credit desired” in these classes.

Tuition charges for classes taken under the “no-credit desired”
category are the same as for classes taken for credit.
Exceptions to this policy will be made for senior citizens.
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The deadline for a student to change from ‘no-credit
desired/audit,” to credit is the same as the deadline to add a class.
The last day for a student to change from credit to “no-credit
desired/audit” is the same as the deadline to drop a class.

Senior Passport to Education Program
Mesa State College provides individualized support,
including academic and scheduling decisions, for persons 60

years and older. For more information, contact the Registrar’s
Office.

Classes for Credit

Persons 60 years or older who wish to enroll for credit must
submit required admission and registration materials to the
Admissions Office. The same deadlines, costs, etc., as for
other students will apply.

Classes for No Credit

Persons 60 years of age or older who do not wish to earn
college credit may attend undergraduate resident instruction
classes, on a space-available, instructor-approved basis, at
Mesa State College without paying tuition or fees. This
policy does not apply to laboratory, self-supporting, and
certain other courses for which special charges normally are
assessed.

Interested persons should obtain a registration form from the
Office of the Registrar. The registration form must be signed
by the instructor granting approval and returned to the Office
of the Registrar. No Mesa State College records of
participation will be maintained.

Immunization Policy for Measles,

Mumps, and Rubella

Colorado State Immunization Law states that after July 1,
1995 all college students (now including those students over
twenty) born since January 1, 1957 must have two (2)
measles, two (2) mumps, and two (2) rubella doses. If the
student received a second measles dose prior to July 1, 1992,
the second mumps and rubella are not required.

Written evidence of titers (blood tests) showing immunity to
measles, mumps, and rubella is acceptable. If the student
completes an exemption form and an outbreak occurs, the
student will be subject to exclusion from school.

Students must prove compliance within 60 days from the
beginning of classes during the first term they attend or they
will not be allowed to register for the next term.

Selective Service

Any male student born on or after January 1, 1960 wishing to
attend classes at Mesa State College must attest to his
registration or exemption from registration with the Selective
Service. This testimony must be done prior to initial
registration.

Veterans

Programs offered by Mesa State College, with certain
exceptions, are approved by the Community College and
Occupational Education System for the education and
training of those veterans and dependents of veterans eligible
under applicable public laws. A veteran or dependent
planning a course of training in a special program not
described in the College catalog or identified as approved for
veteran’s benefits should check with the veterans certification
officer before enrolling in such a program, if benefit
assistance is desired.

Veterans and dependents who plan to apply for VA benefits
while attending Mesa State College should contact the Office
of the Registrar as soon as the decision to enroll is made.
Application for benefit assistance must be made at least two
months prior to initial registration if the advance benefit
check is to be received on the first day of class. Without this
advance application, the student must make other financial
arrangements and be prepared to finance tuition and fees,
books, supplies, and living expenses for at least two months.
Six weeks is the minimal processing time required for the
Veterans Administration to establish an applicant’s file.
Further information may be obtained from the Coordinator of
Veterans Affairs in the Office of the Registrar.

Credit may be granted for experience and training gained
during active duty in the armed forces. Students must submit
appropriate discharge papers, transcripts, and certificates of
completion to the Office of the Registrar. All credit granted
will be lower division credit.

National Student Exchange

Mesa State College is a member of the National Student
Exchange Program. NSE is a consortium of over 175 colleges
and universities in the United States and its territories. Mesa
State students may be able to participate in this program at in-
state tuition rates and receive full credit for course work
completed while on exchange. For further information,
contact the Admissions Office.
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Grading System

Grades at Mesa State College are as follows:

A = Excellent to superior;

B = Good to excellent;

C = Satisfactory;

D = Passing but not satisfactory;
F = Fail;

I = Incomplete;

IP = In progress;

W = Withdraw;
NC = No credit;
P = Pass.

Incomplete (“I”’) grades are temporary grades given to a
student only in an emergency case and at the discretion of the
instructor. In Progress (“IP”) grades are temporary grades
given to a student in the case of a course which, because of
its nature, may not be completed by the end of the semester
of enrollment (some internships and cooperative education
classes are examples).

At the end of the semester following the one in which an “I”
is given, the “I” becomes the grade that is submitted by the
instructor to the Office of the Registrar. If the instructor does
not submit a grade by the deadline for that semester, the grade
becomes an “F”. An “I” grade given spring semester becomes
a permanent grade at the end of the following fall term.

At the end of two semesters following the one in which the
“IP” grade is given, the grade that is submitted by the
instructor to the Office of the Registrar replaces the “IP”. If
the instructor does not submit a grade by the deadline for that
semester, the grade becomes an “F”. An “IP” grade given
spring semester becomes a permanent grade at the end of the
following spring semester.

Extension of the time to complete work may be made in
exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the instructor.
A student with an “I”” or “IP” grade, however, may not change
the “I” or “IP” by enrolling in the same course another
semester.

Academic Standards

The scholastic standing of a student at Mesa State College is
computed on the basis of all courses attempted (unless
Academic Renewal has been approved — see next page) at
Mesa State College. Grades awarded from any other
institution will not be utilized in the grade point average
(GPA) calculation.

Mesa State College uses the four point system in computing
the grade point average of its students. Under this system, a

student receives four quality points for each semester hour of
A; three points for each semester hour of B; two points for
each semester hour of C; one point for each semester hour of
D; and no quality points for an F. An example follows:

3 Semester Hours of .. ... A= ....12 points
3 Semester Hours of ..... B = ....9 points
3 Semester Hours of .. ... C= ....6points
3 Semester Hours of .. ... D= ... .3 points
3 Semester Hours of . . . . .. F= ....0points
15 Semester Hours . ............. 30 points

Thirty (30) points divided by 15 semester hours = 2.00 GPA

GPA Minimum

Students are considered to be making “satisfactory progress”
toward a degree if they attain a cumulative GPA consistent
with the table listed below. Incomplete (“I”’) and In Progress
(“IP”) grades are tentative grades and until changed are not
considered in computing either the cumulative grade point
average or the grade point average for the particular semester

concerned. “W” hours do not count as hours attempted or in
the GPA. (See section on Withdrawal Procedures)

Credit Hours Cumulative GPA

0-15 1.70
16 - 30 1.80
31-45 1.90
46 and above 2.00

Students failing to achieve the minimum GPAs listed above
will be placed on academic probation. The student will
remain on probation until the minimum GPA is achieved,
providing the student earns a minimum semester GPA of
2.00. If a student already on academic probation fails to earn
a semester GPA of 2.00, the student will be placed on
academic suspension. The student will be prohibited from
further attendance at Mesa State College for a minimum of
one semester.. (See Academic Probation and Suspension
section.)

A student must achieve a cumulative grade point average of
2.00 or higher to graduate at the certificate, associate, or
baccalaureate level. Some programs have additional GPA
requirements to remain in and graduate from that program.
See Programs of Study section and subject program sheet for
specifics.

Academic Probation and Suspension

“Good Standing” signifies that the student is making
satisfactory academic progress (see Academic Standards
section) and is eligible to continue studies at Mesa State
College.
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“Academic Probation” indicates a student is not in good
standing and constitutes a warning to the student that the
student’s scholastic achievement needs improvement or
suspension will result. Students will be placed on academic
probation if their cumulative grade point averages at Mesa
State fall below the minimums listed under GPA minimum.

Upon being placed on academic probation, students are
permitted to continue studies for one semester, during which
time they are expected to improve their cumulative grade
point averages to the minimum required levels. Those who
succeed will be removed from academic probation.

Students on academic probation will remain on academic
probation until they raise their cumulative grade point
averages to the required level. Once on probation, a student
must maintain a minimum semester grade point average of
2.00 to avoid being placed on academic suspension.

“Academic Suspension” indicates the student is not in good
standing and represents a temporary, involuntary separation
of the student from the College for a minimum of one
semester for failure to meet minimum academic standards.

Following an academic suspension, a student must apply for
readmission to Mesa State College. For degree programs that
do not have separate admission policies, the readmission to
Mesa State College is also readmission to the degree program
as long as the degree still exists. For degree programs having
admission policies over and above admission to Mesa State
College, the student must also reapply to the degree program.

A student may be suspended from and readmitted to Mesa
State College a maximum of two times. Academic
suspension, when imposed, becomes effective immediately
upon the recording of grades at the end of the semester or
summer term.

The first suspension shall be for a period of one semester; i.e.,
a student suspended at the end of fall semester may not attend
the following spring semester; a student suspended at the end
of spring semester may not attend the following fall semester.
A student suspended at the end of summer term may not
attend the following fall semester.

The second suspension shall be for a period of two semesters
(i.e., a student suspended at the end of fall semester may not
attend the next spring or fall semester; a student suspended at
the end of spring semester may not attend the following fall
or spring semester). A student suspended at the end of
summer term may not attend the following fall or spring
semester.

Students may not enroll in any credit classes whatsoever
(including summer term) during the period of suspension.
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Grade Improvement

Any course which is taken more than once for academic
credit at Mesa State College is done so only for “grade
improvement” wherein academic credit is awarded only once
and the last grade received is the one used to compute the
student’s cumulative grade point average and to fulfill
requirements for the degree. The only exceptions to this
policy are DANP (performing dance), MUSL (music lessons)
and MUSP (performing music) classes, each of which may be
taken twice for academic credit; Independent Studies (a
maximum of six credit hours may be taken for credit — see the
Independent Study section in this catalog); and in some cases
Topics, Practicums, Seminars, Internships, Structured
Research, and Cooperative Education. See program sheets
and the appropriate department head or director for these
exceptions.

The option of repeating a course for grade improvement is
available to a student only if the course he or she wishes to
repeat is still offered at Mesa State and is scheduled to be
offered in the semester in which the student wishes to take it.
The last grade earned will be the grade used, whether better
or worse than the earlier grade(s).

Courses taken at Mesa State College may not be repeated at
another college for improvement of the original grade and
courses taken at another college may not be repeated at Mesa
State College for improvement of the original grade.

Academic Renewal

A student who re-enrolls at Mesa State College following an
absence of at least five years may be eligible for “academic
renewal.” If “academic renewal” is approved, none of the
course credits and grades earned at Mesa State College prior
to the five-year minimum absence will be used for meeting
graduation requirements or in determining the student’s grade
point average.

Among the requirements to be eligible to apply/petition for
“academic renewal” is that the student must have completed
24 academic course credits at Mesa State College, excluding
human performance and wellness activity courses and
remedial courses below the 100 level, with a minimum grade
point average of 3.00. The student must apply/petition in the
Registrar’s Office no later than the semester following the
completion of these 24 credit hours. Matriculation and/or
course completion at other institutions during the five-year
period of absence has no bearing on the application/petition.

Non-Traditional Credit

Non-traditional credit can be earned from sources such as the

following:

1. Advanced Placement/Credit Program
Students wishing academic credit or advanced placement
for college level work done while in high school should
take the appropriate College Board Advanced Placement



34

GENERAL ACADEMIC POLICIES—UNDERGRADUATE

examination. These examinations are administered
several times each year at numerous locations
throughout the United States. College Board Advanced
Placement examination scores currently accepted at
Mesa State are Studio Art — General; Studio Art —
Drawing; Art History; Biology; Chemistry; Computer
Science A; Computer Science AB; Macroeconomics;
Microeconomics: English Literature and Composition;
English Language and Composition; French Language;
French Literature; German Language; German
Literature; Latin — Virgil; Latin Literature; Spanish
Language; Spanish Literature; Government and Politics
— United States; Government and Politics -
Comparative; U.S. History; European History; World
History; Human Geography; Mathematics — Calculus
AB; Mathematics — Calculus BC; Music Theory; Physics
B; Physics C — Mechanics; Physics C — Elec. and Mag.;
Psychology; Statistics.

The Registrar’s Office will supply information
concerning the scores required for earning academic
credit or advanced placement in the various subject
areas.

College Credit by Examination and Department
Challenge Examinations

Students attending Mesa State College may earn college
credit by examination in certain subject areas on the
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) and
DANTES Examination Program. Credit may also be
earned by subject matter tests offered through various
departments at Mesa State College (Department
Challenge examinations). Students must have completed
12 semester credit hours of course work at Mesa State
College before challenge credits will be recorded on a
transcript.

Registered Nurse (RN) students seeking credit for prior
nursing learning experiences should see the Bachelor of
Science in Nursing in the Academic Programs section of
this catalog.

For more information contact the appropriate department
head or director of the college’s Testing Center.

International Baccalaureate

Mesa State College recognizes the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Program and awards credit to
qualified high school students. For policy details contact
the Registrar’s Office or check the Mesa State web site.

The faculty and department head of each department
determine if and under what conditions non-traditional credit
is allowed. If allowed, the following limits apply:

1.

Military credits — maximum of 20 lower division
semester credit hours.

2.

CLEP, DANTES and credit by examination/department
challenge examinations — maximum of 20 credit hours
for a baccalaureate degree or an Associate of Applied
Science degree, a maximum of 12 semester credit hours
for an Associate of Arts or an Associate of Science
degree and a maximum of six semester credit hours for a
certificate of occupational proficiency. Students may not
earn CLEP or DANTES credit in a class in which they
have been previously enrolled including a class from
which the student withdrew, so that the transcript shows
a—"“W,” “WP,” or “WFE.” Students must receive approval
and follow the procedure to challenge a course, including
enrolling in that course. See the Registrar’s Office for a
copy of the procedure.

Advanced Placement — maximum of 30 semester credit
hours for a baccalaureate degree, 15 semester credit
hours for an associate degree or a maximum of six
semester credit hours for a certificate of occupational
proficiency.

International Baccalaureate — The subject exams and
scores shown on each student’s transcript will determine
the number of credit hours allowed. Maximum credit
allowed will be 30 credit hours toward a baccalaureate
degree or 15 credit hours toward an associate degree.

Competency credit — maximum of 30 semester credit
hours towards a baccalaureate degree or 25 percent of the
total semester credits required for the program towards
an associate degree or a certificate of occupational
proficiency at the prerogative of the department head.
Further restrictions apply. See the Registrar’s Office for
details and guidelines.

Cooperative Education, Internships, Practica, etc. — non-
classroom oriented courses such as cooperative
education, internships, practicums and other courses
determined to be of this type are subject to the following
limits: a maximum of 15 semester hours of credit may be
used to satisfy the required academic semester credits for
a baccalaureate degree. A maximum of 6 semester hours
may be used to satisfy the academic semester hours for
an A.S. or A.A. degree. A maximum of 12 semester hours
may apply toward the 40 upper division hour
requirement. No restriction on the maximum number of
semester credits above and beyond any degree
requirement is intended. These restrictions do not apply
to the A.A.S. degree or certificate programs.

The total combination of any non-traditional credit cannot

exceed:

1. 30 semester credits for a baccalaureate degree;

2. 15 semester credits for an Associate of Science or
Associate of Arts degree;

3. 20 semester credits for an Associate of Applied Science

degree;



GENERAL ACADEMIC POLICIES—UNDERGRADUATE

4. Twenty-five percent of the semester credits required for
a certificate of occupational proficiency.

Learning Progress Evaluation

The evaluation of a student’s learning progress in a course is
considered to be a planned and continuous process and
consists of a variety of activities including judgment,
observation, testing, etc. Final examinations are a part of the
evaluation process.

Article 13 of House Bill 1187, enacted in July of 1985 by the
Colorado General Assembly, established that institutions of
higher education in Colorado are to be held accountable for
demonstrable improvements in student knowledge,
capacities, and skills between entrance and graduation.

Students are required by Mesa State College to take part in
testing and other programs deemed necessary for compliance
with this legislation. Students who do not abide by these
requirements may be denied registration and/or graduation
privileges. Portions of the assessment process may require
time outside the normal class periods.

Honor Lists

The President’s List is made up of those students who earn a
GPA of 4.00 while enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester
hours for a particular fall or spring semester.

The Dean’s List includes students who achieve a grade point
average of between 3.50 and 3.99 while enrolled in a
minimum of 12 semester hours for a particular fall or spring
semester.

The lists are based on semester grades, not cumulative grade
point averages. Regardless of grade point average, a student
who receives a failing grade (“F”) in any course is not eligible
for the Dean’s List.

Honor Societies

Membership in Alpha Chi is the highest academic honor
which Mesa State College can bestow upon its scholars. To
be eligible for election, students must have completed at least
75 semester hours toward the baccalaureate degree with a
GPA of 3.75 or better and be fully recognized by their faculty
and department heads as having the qualities of character
pertaining to the true scholar. Alpha Chi is the second oldest
and second largest of those national scholastic honoraries
which elect members from all academic fields.

Beta Beta Beta is the National Honor Society in Biology at
Mesa State College. For full membership in Beta Beta Beta,
a biology major must have completed at least three classes in
biology and have a minimum GPA of 3.00. With these
qualifications, a student may be nominated for membership.
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Kappa Mu Epsilon is an honor society for students of
mathematics. Its chapters are located in colleges and
universities of recognized standing which offer a strong
mathematics major. The nominated and inducted members
are selected from students of mathematics and other closely
related fields who have maintained high standards of
scholarship, have professional merit, and have attained
academic distinction. The local chapter, Colorado Delta, is a
working organization throughout the academic year. It
functions as an integral part of the Computer Science,
Mathematics, and Statistics Department of Mesa State
College.

Nu Kappa Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau International,
recognizes achievement in nursing. The purposes of the
society are to recognize superior achievement and leadership
qualities, foster high professional standards, encourage
creative work and strengthen commitment to the ideals and
purposes of the profession. Students must have a minimum
GPA of 3.00 and rank in the upper 35 percent of their class to
be eligible for membership. Nurses from the community may
also be nominated for membership if they have demonstrated
marked achievement in nursing education, practice, research
or publication.

Phi Alpha Theta is the international honor society in history.
The objective of this professional honor society is the
promotion of the study of history through the encouragement
of research, good teaching, publication, and the exchange of
learning and thought among historians. To be eligible for
membership, a student must have completed twelve or more
hours of history with a minimum GPA in history of 3.10 and
a minimum overall GPA of 3.00.

Psi Chi, the national honor society in psychology, is open for
membership to students with either a major or minor in
psychology. Minimum qualifications for membership are as
follows: rank in the top 35% of one’s class with a minimum
3.00 overall GPA; 3.25 Psychology GPA; completion of 9
semester hours in psychology; and completion of at least
three semesters of college coursework. The purpose of Psi
Chi is to promote and maintain excellence in scholarship in
the field of psychology and to advance the science of
psychology.

Sigma Gamma Epsilon, a national honor society for the
earth sciences, has for its objectives the scholastic and
scientific advancement of its members and the extension of
friendship and assistance among colleges, universities, and
scientific schools for the advancement of the Earth Sciences.
Membership in Zeta Nu Chapter of Sigma Gamma Epsilon is
open to continuing Earth Science majors with at least twelve
credit hours of Earth Science coursework completed with a
minimum GPA of 3.00. Qualified students are reviewed and
may be nominated each semester.
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Sigma Pi Sigma is the national honor society in physics. For
membership in Sigma Pi Sigma, a physics major or other
student who has completed at least three classes in physics
must maintain an overall GPA of 3.00 and a 3.25 GPA in
physics. A qualifying student may then be nominated for
membership by the combined physics faculty.

Sigma Tau Delta, the national English honor society,
endeavors to encourage, promote, and recognize scholarship
and achievement in English language and literature.
Membership is open to sophomore, junior, and senior English
majors with a minimum GPA of 3.00 in English.

Student Load and Limitations

The normal student load is 15 semester hours (some
disciplines require a higher number). The minimum load
required for a student to be recognized as a full-time student
is 12 semester hours. If students register for fewer than 12
semester hours, they are classified as part-time students.

Students receiving scholarships and/or financial aid are
generally expected to complete 12 hours of credit courses
each semester. In order to receive full Veteran’s
Administration financial benefits, veterans must be enrolled
in 12 or more semester hours each semester of attendance, for
the entire semester.

It is recommended that students limit their academic load to
18 semester hours or less. Students should consult with their
advisors before attempting an overload of more than 21
semester hours in a regular semester or more than nine
semester hours in summer term. A surcharge, equal to the
appropriate credit hour rate per semester, will be assessed for
each credit hour over 18.

Classification Status
A student is classified based on the number of semester hours
successfully completed as follows:

0-30 Freshman
31-60 Sophomore
61 -90 Junior

91 — above Senior

Student Conduct

Mesa State College is a community consisting of students,
faculty, support staff, and administrators. The College does
not attempt to define all “student conduct”. It relies on
students to assume the responsibility and obligation of
conducting themselves in a manner compatible with the
purpose of the College as an educational institution and the
community as a place of residence. In addition to College
rules and regulations, all students are subject to the same
local, state, and federal laws as non-students and are
beneficiaries of the same safeguards of rights as non-students.

The academic community has a long and cherished tradition

of expecting its members to conduct themselves in

accordance with the highest standards of personal behavior.

The following are among those acts of misconduct which are

not consistent with the educational goals of Mesa State

College or with the traditions of the academic community:

1. Academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or
knowingly furnishing false information to the College.

2. Forgery, alteration, misuse or mutilation of College
documents, records, identification materials, or
educational materials.

3. Obstruction or disruption of teaching, research,
administrative, or public service functions of the
College.

4. Intentional interference with an individual’s rights to free
speech, freedom to make academic inquiry, or freedom
of conscience.

5. Aiding, abetting or inciting others to commit any act of
misconduct set forth in 1 through 4 above.

Penalties for acts of misconduct including, but not limited to,
those set forth above can range from official warning to
expulsion from College, depending upon the seriousness of
the misconduct. Detailed disciplinary procedures are
available from the Office of the Dean of Students, located in
Lowell Heiny Hall 109.
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Students are expected to assume responsibility for planning
their academic programs in accordance with College and

department policy. Each student is responsible for obtaining a
program sheet, available from the appropriate academic
department, at the beginning of his or her work detailing the

exact requirements for the degree or certificate being
pursued. Students are urged to consult with their advisors.

The College assumes no responsibility for difficulties arising
when a student fails to establish and maintain contact with his
or her faculty advisor and department head. The student is
ultimately and solely responsible for knowing the
requirements for a particular degree and for fulfilling those
requirements.

Requirements for Degrees

Some requirements may vary with the program and academic
department. Each student must abide by the rules set forth in
the program sheet which may be obtained from the
department offering the degree he or she is seeking.
Candidates for all degrees must accomplish or be governed
by, as appropriate, the following:

Graduation Checklist and Commencement Deadlines
Graduation documents are due the semester prior to
completion of all coursework. The student should pick up an
“Intent to Graduate” and “Graduation Planning Sheet” in the
Registrar’s Office. The student must then meet with his/her
advisor and turn in to the advisor his/her completed program
sheet.

It is the student’s responsibility to become familiar with the
procedure established for his/her particular program, and to
adhere to the designated schedule. The “Intent to Graduate”
must be turned in to the Registrar’s Office on February 15 for
fall graduates and September 15 for spring graduates. The
deadline for summer graduates is February or September,
depending on the ceremony the student wishes to participate
in. To participate in the May ceremony, the “Intent to
Graduate” is due September 15 of the fall semester prior to
the ceremony.

Deficiencies
All academic and financial deficiencies must be removed
(i.e., incomplete grades and/or unpaid financial obligations).

Final Credit Requirements Taken at Another College
Mesa State College generally accepts academic credits from
regionally accredited colleges and universities. When a
student intends to earn a Mesa State College degree but the
final credits for completing that degree program are earned at
another institution, the following restrictions apply:
1. Specific approval of the proposed institution and courses
must be given by the appropriate academic department
head and the Office of the Registrar at Mesa State

College during the time of the student’s last enrollment
at Mesa State College, and the student must receive a
grade of “C” or higher in each course.

2. No more than 15 semester hours of final credit will be
accepted in transfer.

3. Credit must be earned in no more than one calendar year
immediately following final enrollment at Mesa State
College.

Declaring a Major

The major the student lists on the Mesa State College
application is considered for admission purposes. Once
admitted, a student may change his/her major. In order to be
admitted/declared into the major, the major must be accepting
students and the student must meet the requirements to be
admitted to the degree. Some majors have additional
admission requirements and for those the student must visit
the department for more information. Students who are
admitted as an undeclared major are strongly encouraged to
declare a major prior to registering for their second semester.

A student can change/declare their official major by working
with the department of his/her desired major. Each academic
department is available to aid students in changing their
major and assigning a faculty advisor. Students should obtain
the appropriate program sheet for their major at the time that
the major is declared.

Catalog Under Which Student Graduates

Students must follow the Mesa State College graduation
requirements from the same catalog as the program sheet for
their declared major. In general, the graduation requirements
for each student are stated in the Mesa State catalog that is in
effect at the time the student first registers at the college. This
is true provided (1) a student remains “continuously enrolled”
until graduation and (2) the degree, emphasis or certificate
area is still accepting students into the program when the
student officially declares his/her major.

A student shall be considered to be “continuously enrolled” if
he or she does not have an interruption in enrollment of more
than one contiguous semester (excluding summer sessions).
If an interruption in enrollment occurs so that the student is
no longer “continuously enrolled” as described above, the
catalog requirements applicable at the time of re-enrollment
shall apply.

The student retains the right to use the graduation
requirements in any single catalog published during their
period of enrollment. The student’s major must be listed in
that catalog, the major must still be available, and continuous
enrollment must be maintained from the period of the
designated catalog to the point of MSC degree completion.
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If a candidate for a degree is unable to meet the requirements
because of an event such as the removal of a required course
from the offerings of the College or some other unforeseen
academic change, it shall be the candidate’s responsibility to
arrange an exception or understanding approved by the
Registrar and the appropriate department head.

English and Mathematics Requirements

Mesa State College students are required to complete English
composition and mathematics for general education and/or
degree distinction prior to exceeding sixty semester credit
hours. Students should take the courses as freshmen. Those
who need preparatory courses before they are ready to enroll
in the required courses should enroll in the preparatory
courses their first semester at Mesa State. Students who are
completing sixty hours of course work will not be permitted
to enroll in any additional courses until they have passed the
required courses. Exceptions to the policy for a student
require the written permission of the department head.

Human Performance and Wellness Requirement

To graduate with a baccalaureate degree, a student must earn
three semester credit hours in Human Performance and
Wellness (HPW). Each student must take HPWA 100 and two
activity courses.

To graduate with an associate degree, a student must earn two
semester credit hours in Human Performance and Wellness.
Each student must take HPWA 100 and one activity course.

Human Performance and Wellness activity courses include

those with the “HPWE” prefix in addition to DANC 160,

169, 174 and 177. Each course is scheduled for an eight-week

module and includes lectures on the history, rules, techniques

and strategies of the activity and participation in the activity.

Students are examined both on knowledge of the activity and

proficiency in the activity. Prerequisites for all “Intermediate”

or Part II classes: the corresponding beginning course or
consent of instructor.

1. The only exception to taking HPWA 100 will be for those
who request and pass a proficiency test at least at the 80
percent level. Contact the department head for additional
information.

2. A course may be taken for credit only once, except for
“grade improvement”.

3. No more than a total of eight Human Performance and
Wellness activity courses of any kind may be taken for
credit; any such courses taken beyond the eight for which
credit is received must be taken for no credit. There is no
limit to the number of HPW activity courses a student
may take for “no credit”. Should a student take more than
eight HPW activity courses for credit, all of the
aforementioned courses taken after the eighth course will
be excluded in calculation of the student’s graduation
GPA at the time he or she petitions to graduate.

4. Human Performance and Wellness activity courses may
not be used to satisfy elective course requirements for
any degree program.

See the HPWE “Course Description” section for the list of

courses from which to choose for the HPWE and DANC 160,

169, 174, 177 activity courses.

Varsity Athletics: HPWE 180-189 designates the first year of

varsity athletics; 280-289, the second; 380-389, the third; and

480-489, the fourth. These courses must be taken in

sequence. In addition to the rules above for all HPWE

courses, the following apply:

1. Only one varsity sport activity course, numbered HPWE
180-189, may be used to meet the baccalaureate HPWE
activity requirement.

2. A student may elect to register for a particular varsity
sports class for credit as many as four times (once at each
level).

3. Varsity sports activity credit at the 300 and 400 level may
not be counted towards the 40 credit hour upper division
requirement for graduation unless they are a required
part of a degree program.

Calculation of Grade Point Average for Graduation

Only the grades and credits awarded at Mesa State College
will be used in calculating the student’s grade point average
for graduation. Grades awarded from any other institution
will not be utilized in the grade point average calculation.

The specific discipline area program requirements must be
completed as required by the appropriate academic
department with a cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or
higher.

Graduation with Honors
To graduate with Honors or Distinction, the student’s
cumulative grade point average will be used in the
determination of inclusion in the Honors/Distinction
categories listed below. Each year during formal
commencement ceremonies Mesa State College recognizes
the following categories of academic achievement:
With Distinction—Associate degree graduates with
cumulative grade point averages of 3.50 to 3.74.
With High Distinction—Associate degree graduates with
cumulative grade point averages of 3.75 to 4.00.
Cum Laude—Baccalaureate degree graduates with
cumulative grade point averages of 3.50 to 3.74.
Magna Cum Laude—Baccalaureate degree graduates
with cumulative grade point averages of 3.75 to
3.80.
Summa Cum Laude—Baccalaureate degree graduates
with cumulative grade point averages of 3.90 to
4.00.

Exceptions for students not explicitly meeting the criteria for
a particular category may be recommended to the Vice
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President for Academic and Student Affairs by the
department head or director. The grade point average for
honors/distinction at commencement does not include final-
term, in-progress courses. The ultimate honors/distinction
recognition to appear on the permanent record/transcript will
reflect the appropriate category based on the inclusion of the
final-term course grades required for the completion of
degree requirements.

Requirements for a Baccalaureate Degree

Mesa State College offers baccalaureate degrees in the
traditional liberal arts and sciences disciplines, professional
fields of study, and interdisciplinary fields. Candidates for
baccalaureate degrees must accomplish or be governed by, as
appropriate, the following:

Credit Hour Requirements

In general, 120 semester credit hours are required for
completion of each baccalaureate degree program. The
distribution of the 120 credit hour requirement is:

General Education: minimum 33 credit hours
Degree Distinction: 6 credit hours

Human Performance and Wellness: 3 credit hours
Major Requirements: 42-78 credit hours*
Unrestricted Electives: 0-36 credit hours

*Some professional programs may exceed 60 hours.

Students need to work closely with their faculty advisors and
obtain a program sheet from that faculty advisor or the

department head at the time they begin their baccalaureate

degree program at Mesa State College. The student is
ultimately and solely responsible for knowing the

requirements for a particular degree and for fulfilling those
requirements.

The program sheet lists all requirements for the degree
program for the catalog under which the student is working.
It is to be kept up-to-date by the student and advisor as the
student progresses in meeting requirements.

At least 40 semester hours must be earned in courses
numbered 300 or higher. A cumulative grade point average of
2.00 or higher for all courses taken and for the courses which
comprise the area of the major field of study must be
achieved. Each student who receives a baccalaureate degree
from Mesa State College must have at least one college
mathematics course on his or her transcript with a grade
earned of “C” or higher. Some