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CPD Annual Report, 2013-2014 
 

This report details the activities completed in the eighth year of the CSU Center for Public 
Deliberation (CPD). The reports for our first seven years are also available online. For more 
information on the CPD, go to our public website at www.cpd.colostate.edu, our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/csucpd, or contact Martín Carcasson at mcarcas@colostate.edu 
or (970) 491-5628. 
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Working as an affiliate of the National Issues Forum Network (www.nifi.org), part of the 
National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation (www.ncdd.org) and the University Network 
for Collaborative Governance (http://www.policyconsensus.org/ uncg/index.html), the CPD 
organizes and hosts many events in the local community, including public forums on national 
and local issues and various workshops tied to public participation, collaborative goverance, and 
civic engagement. The CPD trains students as non-partisan facilitators and conveners focused on 
helping the local community come together and address critical issues more effectively. 
Deliberation requires safe places for citizens to come together, good and fair information to help 
structure the conversation, and skilled facilitators to guide the process. The CPD is dedicated to 
providing these three key ingredients to Northern Colorado. A video of Dr. Carcasson explaining 
the theory behind the CPD during an event at the Poudre Valley Library is available at 
http://col.st/1dhQRpj.  
 

The CPD has three primary goals: 
To Enhance the Local Civic Culture  
• Increase citizen participation in community problem solving 
• Decrease the sense of polarization, cynicism, and frustration with politics 
• Help develop a civic habit of relying on deliberation to address local concerns 
 

To Expand Collaborative Decision-Making 
• Promote interconnections between local government and citizens 
• Expand and improve the role of the public in decision-making processes 
• Help incorporate deliberative techniques in local institutions  
 

To Improve Civic Education 
• Study and improve methods of developing citizenship skills at all levels (K-12, higher   

education, citizen education) 
• Promote the inclusion of deliberative concepts and activities in curricula 

 

The tag line used on the front of the CPD pamphlet and website perhaps best captures the overall 
purpose of the CPD: Dedicated to enhancing local democracy through improved public 
communication and community problem solving. 
The organizational structure of the CPD during the Fall 2013 semester included Director Martín 
Carcasson, Associate Director Katie Knobloch, graduate assistant Mar Parsaye, an advisory 
board, and a group of student and community associates.  In  Spring  2014, Kacey Bull took over 
as the graduate assistant. 
The current advisory board includes: 

Karrin Anderson, CSU Department of Communication Studies 
Jen Johnson, Assistant Director, CSU Student Leadership and Civic Engagement Office 
Brad MacDonald, CSU Department of Political Science 
Ginny Sawyer, City Manager’s Office, City of Fort Collins 
Linda Mahan, Larimer County League of Women Voters 

 Rich Alper 
William Timpson, CSU Department of Education 
Deni LaRue, Larimer County Community Information Manager 
Pete Seel, CSU Department of Journalism and Technical Communication 
Mallorie Bruns, Meridian Institute 
Karina Mullen, ConverSketch  
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respond to those concerns explaining what was already been done, and then we concluded with a 
final small group session to develop additional potential ideas to address the concerns. The 
information from the session was used by the district to improve the rollout of the program. 
 
Rocky Mountain High School Student Forum 
On March 4, four CPD students and CPD Associate Director Dr. Knobloch hosted a forum at 
Rocky Mountain High School for two politics classes. Student Associates led the high schoolers 
in a National Issues Forum focused on improving the political system by using the NIF book 
“Political Fix” (see http://www.nifi.org/issue_books/detail.aspx?catID=6&itemID=24378). 
 
Communication Studies Capstone  Night 
Working with Dr. Knobloch’s SPCM 407 class and utilizing information gathered from the last 
several years of CPD processes with the capstone class, CPD students in the 407 class helped 
design the event, and on May 1, we took over the 3-hour class and ran an engaged process with 
the 52 students that attended.  
 
United Way Project 
The CPD has worked with the United Way of Larimer County since the CPD was established in 
2006. The UWLC has been working to completely revamp their grant allocation process, making 
it much more of a collaborative process that connects their work to innovative theories tied to 
collective impact. The CPD has been closely involved in helping with this transition. CPD staff 
and students assisted with a forum held during the summer of 2013. The forum engaged 
approximately 30 non-profit leaders and considered the best way to manage data and develop 
common metrics. As a result of that meeting, CPD graduate assistant Mar Parsaye began to work 
with the UWLC as a paid intern, a position she continued until she graduated in May 2014 to 
begin her work as a VISTA volunteer at the West Virginia Center for Civic Life. Dr. Carcasson 
continues to serve on the UWLC Allocation committee, and when the allocation process called 
for volunteers to help the groups in different issue areas in the collaborative grant process, CPD 
students volunteered to work on six different committees during May and June.  
 
Kettering Foundation Projects 
Dr. Carcasson continues to work with the Kettering Foundation on multiple research projects and 
the Foundation’s Centers of Public Life program. In the spring of 2014, the Kettering Foundation 
also provided funds to support a research project for Mar Parsaye, buying her out of one of her 
courses. In the summer of 2014, Dr. Carcasson also arranged for graduate students Kacey Bull 
and Lauren Riddle to travel to the Kettering Foundation to participate in workshops, and it seems 
likely that they will support both of them with research funding during the 2014-15 academic 
year. 
 
CSU Women’s Conference 
At the 2014 CSU Women's Conference several CPD students designed and facilitated an 
interactive process, prompting participants to assess the quality of their K-12 sexual education. 
With a stereotype-challenging activity to begin the session, CPD students led an informed and 
productive session that led participants to critically question their education while constructively 
thinking about ways to improve it for future generations.  
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students with additional opportunities to hone their facilitation skills. During the 2013-2014 
school year, the CPD ran forums in classes that totaled over 250 students.   

 

St. Vrain Valley School District Leadership St. Vrain Program – Working with John 
Poynton, the Communication Director for the St. Vrain Valley School District, CPD Director 
Carcasson has assisted in the development of a formal training program designed to deepen 
their knowledge of district operations and exchange ideas with staff, board members and state 
education officials. The program was launched in 2009-2010, and is now working with its 
fifth cohort. In part due to the innovate public engagement efforts completed in collaboration 
with the CPD (including Leadership St. Vrain, the St. Vrain 2020 process from the summer of 
2012, and the school safety forums completed in the spring of 2013), St. Vrain Valley 
superintendent Don Haddad was named the national superintendent of the year for 2012-2013 
by the National Association of School Principals, and the St. Vrain Valley school board was 
named as the school board of the year by the Colorado Association of School Boards.  

 
PART IV: CPD RESEARCH  
As tenured or tenure-track faculty members at CSU, Drs. Carcasson and Knobloch also have 
research responsibilities, and their research is often focused on the work of the CPD or related 
deliberation topics. In 2013-2014, a number of articles and research reports were completed 
connected to the work of the CPD: 

Published research connected to deliberation from CPD faculty (2013-2014): 

 
Carcasson, Martin. (2014). The critical role of local centers and ins titutes in advancing 

deliberative democracy. Journal of Public Deliberation. 10.1 (2014) 
http://www.publicdeliberation.net/jpd/vol10/iss1/art11.  

Carcasson, Martín. (2013). Rethinking civic engagement on campus: The overarching potential 
of deliberative practice. Higher Education Exchange, 37-48. Available online at: 
www.cpd.colostate.edu/carcasson-rethinkingcivicengagement.pdf   

Carcasson, Martín. (2013). Tackling wicked problems through deliberative engagement.  
Colorado Municipalities, 9-13. Available online at 
http://www.cpd.colostate.edu/carcasson-tackling-wicked-problems.pdf 

Carcasson, Martin, and Michelle Curie. (2013). Click to engage: Using keypads to enhance 
deliberation. Occasional Paper No. 6, Center for Advances in Public Engagement, Public 
Agenda. Available online at: 
http://www.publicagenda.org/files/ClickToEngage_PublicAgenda_2013.pdf  

Gastil, J. R.C. Richards, and Katie Knobloch K. (2014). Vicarious deliberation: A case study of 
the Oregon Citizens’ Initiative Review and electoral deliberation. International Journal 
of Communication, 8, 62-89.  

Knobloch, K & J. Gastil. (In Press). “Experiencing a Civic (Re)Socialization: The Educative 
Effects of Deliberative Participation.” Politics 

Knobloch, K. & Gastil, J. (2013). Participant accounts of political transformation. In L. Carson, 
J. Gastil, J. Hartz-Karp, & R. Lubensky (Eds.) The Australian Citizens’ Parliament and 
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the future of deliberative democracy. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University 
Press. 

Knobloch, K. & Gastil, J. (2013). Participant accounts of political transformation, In: The 
Australian Citizens’ Parliament and the future of deliberative democracy (L. Carson, J. 
Gastil, J. Hartz-Karp, & R. Lubensky), Pennsylvania State University Press, 235-237. 

Knobloch, K. R., Gastil, J. and Reitman, T. (In Press). Connecting micro-deliberation to electoral 
decision making: Institutionalizing the Oregon Citizens’ Initiative Review. In A. 
Przybylska, S. Coleman, & Y. Sintomer (Eds.)  Deliberation: Values, process, 
institutions Peter Lang Publishing. 

Knobloch, K. R., Gastil, J., Richards, R., & Feller, T. (2013). Evaluation Report on the 2012 
Citizens' Initiative Reviews for the Oregon CIR Commission. State College, PA: 
Pennsylvania State University. Available online at 
http://www.la1.psu.edu/cas/jgastil/CIR/ReportToCIRCommission2012.pdf. 

Knobloch, K., Gastil, J., Reedy, J., and Walsh, K. C. (2013). Did they deliberate? Applying an 
evaluative model of democratic deliberation to the Oregon Citizens’ Initiative Review. 
Journal of Applied Communication Research. 

Knobloch, K., Gastil, J., Reedy, J., and Walsh, K. C. (2013). Did they deliberate? Applying an 
evaluative model of democratic deliberation to the Oregon Citizens’ Initiative Review, 
Journal of Applied Communication Research, 44, 105-125. 

Knobloch, K., J. Gastil, R. Richards, & T. Felle. (In press). Empowering Citizen Deliberation in 
Direct Democratic Elections: A Field Study of the 2012 Oregon Citizens’ Initiative 
Review.” FACTS Reports.   

Rinke, E. M., Knobloch, K., Gastil, J., & Carson, L. (2013). Mediated meta-deliberation: Making 
sense of the Australian Citizens’ Parliament,  In: The Australian Citizens’ Parliament and 
the future of deliberative democracy ( L. Carson, J. Gastil, J. Hartz-Karp, & R. 
Lubensky), Pennsylvania State University Press, 260-283. 

Sprain, Leah & Martín Carcasson, “Democratic Engagement through the Ethic of Passionate 
Impartiality,” Tamara: Journal for Critical Organization Inquiry, 11.4 (2013), 13-26. 

Sprain, Leah, Martín Carcasson, and Andy Merolla, “Utilizing ‘On Tap’ Experts in Deliberative 
Forums: Implications for Design,” Journal of Applied Communication Research, 42.2 
(2014), 150-167. 

 
  



17 
 

PART V: ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES BY CPD LEADERSHIP   
 

Colorado School Public Relations Association 

CPD Director Martín Carcasson was named the 2014 Communicator of the Year by Colorado 
School Public Relations Association  

National Coalition of Dialogue and Deliberation. Dr. Carcasson was named to the Board of 
Directors to the National Coalition of Dialogue and Deliberation 

Citizens’ Initiative Review and the National Science Foundation.  Dr. Knobloch is the co-
principal investigator on a National Science Foundation grant to study the expansion of a new 
governing institution, the Citizens’ Initiative Review (CIR). The CIR brings together a random 
sample of demographically stratified members of the electorate to study ballot initiatives and 
provide recommendations about those initiatives for voters. Dr. Knobloch was awarded a two-
year grant of $116,451 to study the quality of the reviews as they expand outside of Oregon and 
into other states, including Colorado. For this work, Dr. Knobloch has engaged both graduate 
and undergraduate research assistants who have helped with survey development and 
implementation as well as transcript analysis. The grant also provides a graduate research 
assistant for 20 hours a week for the Summer and Fall of 2014 and the Spring of 2015. Graduate 
student Kacey Bull is serving as the RA for Summer 2014. 
 

Colorado Association of School Boards and K-12 Engagement 
CPD director Martín Carcasson worked closely with the Colorado Association of School Boards, 
giving numerous presentations in 2013 to school boards about deliberative public engagement. 
This included workshops with Eagle county schools, Thompson School District, the Centennial 
BOCES in Greeley, and CASB conferences in Lone Tree and Colorado Springs. He also worked 
with the Leadership St. Vrain Valley School District parent engagement group in Longmont and 
the Engage 27J parent group with the Brighton School District.  
 
Kettering Foundation Centers for Public Life Program 
For the past four years, CPD director Martín Carcasson has served on the faculty of the Kettering 
Foundation’s Center for Public Life Program. This is a training program that brings in 
representatives from around 10 programs from across the nation every year, equipped them to 
start programs similar to the CPD.  
 
The San Diego Deliberation Network 
Starting at the NCDD conference in Seattle in the fall of 2012, CPD director Martín Carcasson 
began working with a coalition from San Diego looking to develop deliberative capacity by 
modeling the work of the CPD. He has been out to San Diego twice since then, and connected 
the coalition to the Kettering Centers for Public Life program. Right now, the coalition involves 
seven different institutions of higher education from the San Diego area (California State 
University, San Marcos; Point Loma Nazarene University; San Diego City College; Mesa 
College; San Diego State University; University of San Diego; University of California San 
Diego). the San Diego League of Women Voters, and the San Diego Foundation Center for Civic 
Engagement. It is essentially the only city wide deliberative coalition in the nation, and hopefully 
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PART VII: CPD FUNDING 
The CPD has received funding from a number of generous sources during its first eight years. A 
CSU College of Liberal Arts Academic Enhancement Program Grant was awarded in the spring 
of 2006 that provided funding for a course release, research assistant, and travel for Dr. 
Carcasson to originally develop Center for Public Deliberation. A grant from the Council of 
Public Policy Education provided $5,000 a year for the first three years (2006-2009). The CSU 
Department of Communication Studies matched that grant, providing an additional $5,000 a year 
of ongoing support. The department and the College of Liberal Arts also provide for Dr. 
Carcasson’s and Dr. Knobloch’s salaries, as well as in-kind support in the form of offices, web 
support, a storage area, and access to a copier and supplies.  
 
Bohemian Foundation through its Pharos Fund grant process has also been a very strong 
supporter of the CPD. In our eight years, we have received seven separate grants from the Pharos 
Fund, totaling over $138,000. Pharos funding has made it possible for CPD staff and students to 
travel to deliberation conferences and workshops, to hire a graduate assistant, and to support 
more events and trainings. 
 

The Kettering Foundation has also been critical to Dr. Carcasson’s and Dr. Knobloch’s own 
work and development, providing summer research funding, as well as providing the opportunity 
to interact with deliberation researchers and practitioners from across the country and globe.  
 

We would like to express our deep thanks and appreciation to all these organizations for making 
the Center for Public Deliberation’s work possible.  
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