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average temperature rank: February 2025
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statewide anomaly from 1901-2000 avg: +2.8°F
statewide rank: 35th warmest/97th coldest
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source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
ap: orado Climate Center/Colorado State University
ap generated 10 March 2025
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precipitation
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There was a major west-east
split for temperature across
Colorado during February
2025. Western Colorado was
extremely warm by February
standards, while eastern
Colorado was closer to
average, and the northeast
corner was cooler than
average. Alamosa had its
warmest February on record.

precipitation rank: February 2025
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statewide anomaly from 1901-2000 avg: -0.19 inches
statewide rank: 49th driest/83rd wettest

ource: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
map generated 10 March 2025
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February precipitation totals
were not too unusual for most
of the state. Exceptions were
in the southern mountains
and parts of southeast
Colorado, which had a rather
dry February, and some
northern mountain areas that
saw above-average
precipitation for February.
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temperature: winter

average temperature rank: 3 months ending February 2025 (Dec-Feb) For Southern and Western

statewide rank: 27th warmest/104th coldeist Colorado’ it WaS among the
warmest climatological winters

(December-January-February),
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temperature rank out of 130 years (1896-2025) nea r_ave rage February

precipitation: winter

precipitation rank: 3 months ending February 2025 {Dec-Feh) It was one of the driest winters
e Eﬁﬂ on record for western Colorado.
N A\ Montrose County had its driest
: winter on record according to
NOAA’s database, and it was
L nearly record-dry in
surrounding areas.
Southeastern Colorado was
B also dry through the winter,
T e R o S ety Q T while most of northern
mh EE Wzgm Colorado had closer to average
precipitation rank out of 130 years (1896-2025) preCi pitation .
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quadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the horizontal axis and the temperature on the
vertical axis. Dots are colored based on temperature and size is based on
precipitation. The current year is denoted with a star. The 1991-2020 averages are
denoted by the dashed lines.

Averaged across the state,

Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, February

February was slightly warmer orm i 15 A BN avg temp ()
and drier than normal, but the s = ® “ &
statewide average masks the TT o= L = 0
presence of both very warm | Fa 8 o ~

and very cold conditionsin = == i 8 ’.ﬁ ¢ )
parts of the state. Statewide it g ¢ 9% .. .

was tied for the 35t warmest R ® °¢ .
February, at 1.2°F warmer ':
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and 2.8°F above the 20t- g
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the 46th driest/86th wettest e 3
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Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, December - February

Climatological winter was much L, T I
drier than normal when I
averaged across the state. It = »

was the 11t driest winter in 130
years of data; 1.14” below
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average, with the biggest lack . (=

of precipitation in western i )

Colorado. For temperature, it g ) e "

was the 27" warmest winter, i - Y
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

records tied and broken

Low Low
Max Min

Daily 55/290 14/153  55/507 10/60 18/59 5/32
Monthly 10/3 0/0 11/60 0/0 0/4 0/2

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

state extreme

*Campo 7 S shared
g G — the maximum
I : ‘ be e extreme of 81°F on
-1 February 4

24.0”
Vallecito Dam
February 14

cp
‘ | 7 ‘ &
ol [
s

aaaaaa

Do 7 *81°F
Walsh (CoAgMET)

" Cumbres Trestle (SNOTEL) February 3
» February 14

aaaaaa

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



The dry winter in has
drought & SnOWpaCk resulted in expanded
drought in western
U.S. Drought Monitor March 4, 2025 CO|OI’adO. Drought
C OI ora d 0 (Rele.':rse(\i/a TI:;u;s:f"}f, lIEMsa.; 6, 2025)
Dmughtcondmons(PercentArea) Covered mUCh Of the
Curment 5498 | 45.02 (2485 | 7.56 1.18 0.00 WeStern Slope as Of early
s Juslee|an e s [ March, with a pocket of
W:EZ‘%E?“ 7674|2326 | 1041 391 | 033 | 0.00 D3 (extreme drought) in
V\uég;}::ar 4827 | 51.73 (2440 | 462 0.00 0.00 Conejos County-
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e [mefeefus |39 0w oo | Drought conditions in the

None D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 fncZoZgory

Intensity: .
e meswoew  NOFthern mountains
I:| DO Abnormal lly Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

] D1 Moderate Drought |l D4 Exce ptional Drought | m p roved somew h at

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the

mestie e e dUIing February, while
e extreme drought
USDA @ per§isted in northern
droughtmonitor.unl.edu Larimer and Weld
Counties. As of March 4,
nearly 25% of the state
was in drought
conditions, with 45%

abnormally dry or worse.

February 28, 2025, end of day

Colorado Drought Update Page

At the end of February,
snowpack was in
decent shape in the
northern mountains but
well below average in
the south. The
mountains within the
Upper Rio Grande
river basin had only
63% of the typical
snowpack. For a more
detailed look at
snowpack conditions,

check out this blog
post. —
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COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Snow Water Equivalent Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median

NEBRASK

Percent NRCS 1991-2020 |
Median

B > 200%
I 175%
[ 150%
[ 125%
[ 100%
C175%
[ 50%
[ 25%
B <0% 18
[ No basin value

(O Observation Missing
O Median is zero
@ Median missing

T8

| — State Watersheds

Political Boundaries
— State Boundaries



https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/28/end-of-february-snowpack-check-in-ok-in-the-north-bleak-in-the-south-plus-a-message-about-our-federal-government-partners/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/28/end-of-february-snowpack-check-in-ok-in-the-north-bleak-in-the-south-plus-a-message-about-our-federal-government-partners/

significant events

A Record-Breaking Winter Heatwave: Early February featured
widespread heat across the state, where temperatures soared into the
70s in some locations. Numerous daily record temperatures were
shattered (at times as much as 10°F!). Some stations additionally set
new overall winter records, and several records dating back to the Dust
Bowl were also broken.

Though record temperatures were set throughout the state, the
prolonged heat was most relentless in western Colorado. As an
example, Grand Junction broke daily record high temperatures for six
consecutive days (five of those by 6°F or more). The city saw
temperatures of at least 65°F for eight days in February—twice as many
as the previous record. There have only been six other Februarys with
at least two 65°F or warmer days in Grand Junction in over 120 years of
records.

Feb. 2-8 heat wave ranking vs. past winter heat waves

Northwest
(#1)

Northern
Mountains
(#3)

Central
Mountains
(#3)

Northeast
(NR)
Northern
Front Range
(NR)

Pikes Peak

(NR)

Southeast
(NR)

Heatwave ranking for the early February 2025 heat compared to previous winter
heat waves (1951-present) across the 11 Colorado alternate climate divisions. NR
signifies that the Feb. 2-8 temperatures did not rank among top 25 heat waves for

that division.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/18/a-heatwave-in-winter-early-february-featured-record-breaking-warmth/

CCC in the news

O February 14, 2025: Storm good news for snowpack, but

several more like it are needed

. Featuring Peter Goble in the Durango Herald.

O February 19, 2025: [ atest storm cycle brings snowpack

above normal in the northern mountains

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Summit Daily.

O February 20, 2025: Water crisis in West still looms as
Lakes Mead and Powell only 35% full

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in USA Today.

O February 21, 2025: Bone Dry: Farming in Colorado's
extreme drought

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in Rocky Mountain PBS

In case you missed them, we had three interesting

(in our biased opinion) blog posts in February:

 Light and Heat: A Love Story (Feb 14)

A heatwave in winter? Early February featured
record-breaking warmth (Feb 18)

 End-of-February snowpack check-in: ok in the
north, bleak in the south (plus, a message about
our federal government partners) (Feb 28)
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https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/heavy-snowfall-buries-durango-resulting-in-canceled-schools-and-delayed-openings/
https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/heavy-snowfall-buries-durango-resulting-in-canceled-schools-and-delayed-openings/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-storm-snowpack-above-normal/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-storm-snowpack-above-normal/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2025/02/20/water-crisis-in-west-looms-as-lakes-mead-and-powell-only-35-full/79212587007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2025/02/20/water-crisis-in-west-looms-as-lakes-mead-and-powell-only-35-full/79212587007/
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/science-environment/colorado-drought-farming
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/science-environment/colorado-drought-farming
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/14/light-and-heat-a-love-story/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/18/a-heatwave-in-winter-early-february-featured-record-breaking-warmth/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/18/a-heatwave-in-winter-early-february-featured-record-breaking-warmth/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/28/end-of-february-snowpack-check-in-ok-in-the-north-bleak-in-the-south-plus-a-message-about-our-federal-government-partners/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/28/end-of-february-snowpack-check-in-ok-in-the-north-bleak-in-the-south-plus-a-message-about-our-federal-government-partners/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/28/end-of-february-snowpack-check-in-ok-in-the-north-bleak-in-the-south-plus-a-message-about-our-federal-government-partners/

