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May 2024 broke the streak of
10 straight months that were
warmer than the 20th-century
average in Colorado. May
was cooler than average
across northwestern
Colorado, while it was closer
to the long-term average
across the rest of the state.
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Two regions of Colorado saw a
very dry May: the northern
Front Range and the southwest
corner of the state. In contrast,
the central mountains and the
San Luis Valley were much
wetter than average during
May, with parts of both areas
experiencing a top-10 wet May.
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precipitation: spring
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guadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

May 2024 ended up in the
cool and dry quadrant when
averaged across Colorado.
It was the 52"d coolest May
in the 130-year record, at
1.4°F below the 1991-2020
average and 0.2°F below
the 20" century average. It
was the 51t driest (80"
wettest) May, at 0.31” below
average statewide.

For climatological spring, the
guadrant chart shows that it
was abnormally normal in
Colorado! The statewide
average temperature was just
0.1°F above the 30-year
average, although it was still
1.9°F warmer than the 20t-
century average, ranking the

25" warmest spring on record.

It was the 59t driest (72nd
wettest) spring, 0.34” below
average statewide.

view all guadrant charts
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Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, May
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Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, March - May
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

records tied and broken

High
Max

Low
Max

High
Min

Daily 0/0 18/202 3/14

Monthly 0/0 1/2 0/0

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0

Low
Min

32/127

0/0

0/0

Snow

Precip

30/63 2/15

1/3 0/0

0/0 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information
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drought

U.S. Drought Monitor
Colorado

May 28, 2024
(Released Thursday, May. 30, 2024)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

MNane | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 e=Es L3 v

Curmrent 60.75 3925 (1578 | 0.50 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week
05.21.2024 6283|3717 |1223 | 022 | 000 | 0.00

3MoninsAgo | g3 34 | 3565 | 10.68 | 252 | 0.00 | 0.00
o2.zr.2024

Start of
Calendar Year | 34.65 | 6535 | 29.59 | 885 | 205 | 0.00
01022024

Start of
Water Year 6571|3429 | 1743 | 277 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-26-2023

OneYearAgo | 7555 | 2372 | 634 | 1.08 | 0.24 | 0.00
05-30-2023

Intensity.

[ Inone [ D2 severe Drought
|:|Dﬂ Abnormally Dry -D3 Extreme Drought
|:| D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Menitor, go to htips:/fdroughtmonitor.uni.edu/About. aspx

Author:
Rocky Bilotta

NCEI/NOAA

USDA %

290609

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Colorado Drought Update Page
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The southeast and
southwest saw
drought conditions
expand in May. Wet
conditions in the San
Luis Valley resulted in
the removal of drought
categories. In northern
CO, DO was
introduced.

After rapid melting of
snowpack started in
April, melting slowed a
bit in May. Cooler
temperatures and
additional snow events
throughout May
helped to regulate
melting, so that we will
likely end the
snowpack season on
time.



https://climate.colostate.edu/drought

significant events

Three high-impact hailstorms hit
Colorado during May 2024

On May 20, supercell
thunderstorms moved across
the eastern plains, producing
massive amounts of rain and
hail in Yuma County. Flooding
and widespread hail damage
occurred in Yuma. Deep hailaccumulationin Yuma
https://www.weather.qov/gld/0  on may 20.

52024 WindHail From NWS Goodland summary

On the evening of May 28, storms with very heavy rain and
large hail developed over Weld County, resulting in major
flooding and damage in Greeley, unfortunately causing one
fatality. https://www.greeleytribune.com/2024/05/29/crews -
begin-cleanup-after-heavy-rain-and-hail-overnight-in-
greeley-flood-many-areas/

After dark on May 30, a series of storms moved through the
Denver Metro area, producing hail up to 2.75" in diameter.
This storm produced significantdamage to vehicles and
structures in a swath from the northern suburbs across to
the Central Park area.
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/05/31/colorado-weather-
denver-hail-storm-march-30-damage-forecast-
friday/?share=wns5503deafwatrmnotl
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https://www.weather.gov/gld/052024_WindHail
https://www.weather.gov/gld/052024_WindHail
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https://www.greeleytribune.com/2024/05/29/crews-begin-cleanup-after-heavy-rain-and-hail-overnight-in-greeley-flood-many-areas/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/05/31/colorado-weather-denver-hail-storm-march-30-damage-forecast-friday/?share=wns55o3deafwatrmnot1
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/05/31/colorado-weather-denver-hail-storm-march-30-damage-forecast-friday/?share=wns55o3deafwatrmnot1
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