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temperature

precipitation

Temperatures in January 
2024 were split across the 
state, with the western slope 
seeing above-average 
temperatures, while eastern 
Colorado saw near to cooler-
than average temperatures. 
The warmer west won out in 
the statewide average, driving 
January to be the 7th straight 
month that was warmer than 
the 20th century average.

Similar to what happened in 
December, the statewide 
average precipitation in 
January was very close to the 
long-term average. The 
northern and central mountains 
picked up significant snow in 
January, and the southeast 
corner was very wet. In 
contrast, the northeastern 
plains and the Grand Junction 
area were quite dry in January.

Precipitation
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quadrant charts
Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

view all quadrant charts

Averaged across the state, 
January 2024 was tied for the 
57th warmest (74th coolest) 
January on record at 1.5°F 
below the 1991-2020 average 
but 1.1°F above the 20th
century average. It was the 
49th wettest/82nd wettest 
December, at 0.04” above 
average statewide. 

For the first four months of the 
water year (October 2023-
January 2024), Colorado 
remains squarely in the warm 
and dry quadrant, driven 
largely by the warm and dry 
fall and a very warm 
December. It has been the 
33rd driest and tied for the 10th 
warmest first four months of a 
water year.

Quadrant Charts

https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html
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records tied and broken

state extremes

High 
Max

Low
Max

High
Min

Low
Min Precip Snow

Daily 14/34 173/189 15/54 105/117 43/118 8/46

Monthly 1/0 2/10 0/0 2/8 1/3 0/1

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

1.70”
Tower

January 14

70°F
Wray 2
January 31

state

23.8”
Lemon Dam

January 8

-39°F
Walden
January 16

Cowdrey 
January 16
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drought

snowpack
Colorado Drought Update Page

Drought

Many changes in drought 
status occurred in 
January. Most notably, 
improvements observed 
with mountain snows 
over the northern 
mountains. The plains 
also saw an active storm 
pattern and drought 
improvements.

End of January 
snowpack was slightly 
below normal for all 
basins around the state. 
The northern basins are 
slightly better, around 
90% to 95% of normal. 
But the southern basins 
have been lower. The 
Rio Grande basin 
ended the month at 
66% of normal.

About 28% of the state remains in a drought category.

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
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significant events

Daily minimum temperatures (°F) for 16 
January 2024 from the CoAgMET network. 
See current and archived maps like this here.

Mid-January Arctic blast
While the beginning and end 
of January were warm, an 
intense cold wave swept 
through eastern Colorado 
mid-month. On the morning 
of the 16th, it reached -39°F 
at Cowdrey in North Park, -
35°F at Briggsdale in Weld 
County, and -30°F at the 
Limon airport, the lowest 
temperature on record for 
that station, with data back 
to 1948. This was a top-10 
cold wave for northeast and 
southeast Colorado; read 
more details on our blog! 

Major mountain storm cycle

Snowpack in the Yampa-White Basin, showing a big 
boost in January. Source: USDA/NRCS

The mountains 
benefited from a huge 
storm cycle in 
January. Snowpack in 
the northern 
mountains was near-
record-low at the start 
of January, but 
reached back to near 
average with a series 
of snowstorms 
between January 9-
18.

January storm cycle

https://coagmet.colostate.edu/maps/temp/?w=mintemp
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/01/25/the-mid-january-2024-cold-blast-in-context/
blob:https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/69256b3b-a54c-435d-babd-6ae1db512616
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CCC in the news

q Colorado’s snowpack gets boost from January snowstorms, 
but some regions remain in severe drought
§ Denver Post, January 23, Russ Schumacher

q Why Colorado should expect a drier future with more 
wildfires and air pollution
§ Colorado Public Radio, January 9, Becky Bolinger

q Colorado rivers may shrink by 30% as climate change 
continues, report says
§ Colorado Sun, January 8, Becky Bolinger

q Climate change could slash Colorado stream flows, with 
effects across the US West: report
§ The Hill, January 8, Becky Bolinger

q CSU climate report warns of more drought and wildfires
§ 9News, January 8, Becky Bolinger

https://www.denverpost.com/2024/01/22/colorado-snowpack-western-slope-drought-winter-storm/?share=estweh4wwrewnotrhtup
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/01/22/colorado-snowpack-western-slope-drought-winter-storm/?share=estweh4wwrewnotrhtup
https://www.cpr.org/2024/01/09/why-colorado-should-expect-a-drier-future/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/01/09/why-colorado-should-expect-a-drier-future/
https://coloradosun.com/2024/01/08/colorado-climate-report-2024-dry-rivers/
https://coloradosun.com/2024/01/08/colorado-climate-report-2024-dry-rivers/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4395692-climate-change-could-slash-colorado-west-stream-flows/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4395692-climate-change-could-slash-colorado-west-stream-flows/
https://www.9news.com/video/news/state/colorado-climate/73-861cadaf-1bb4-4f55-8db2-88e73f2fd6d2

