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temperature

average temperature rank: October 2023 OCtOber was the 4th Straig ht

T T T
statewide anomaly from 1901-2000 avg: +1.7°F
statewide rank: 26th warmest/104th coldest

— . month of warmer than
average conditions across
Colorado. The warmth was
most apparent in western
Colorado, with the
southwestern part of the state
having a top-20 warm
October. Eastern Colorado
was closer to average, and no
locations were significantly
cooler than average in

__.i

source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
map generated 08 November 2023
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temperature rank out of 129 years (1895-2023)

precipitation

precipitation rank: October 2023 TWO Storms determined the

T T = T
statewide anomaly from 1901-2000 avg: -0.3 inches
statewide rank: 53rd driest/77th wettest

= i | — t precipitatio.n patter.n in October:
a heavy rainstorm in the
ﬁ : southeast corner of the state on
- ' the 2nd-31 and a snowstorm in
the central mountains on the
281-29, These areas ended
the month wetter than average;
the rest of the state was near to
below average. The rest of

southern Colorado remained
aest dri;i:acipit:rtir;rt‘n ranlfr(i)e:E of lwzeét;sgarsvzig;sst_zovgt)test mettest d ry |n OCtO be r.

source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
map generated 08 November 2023
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guadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, October

In the statewide average, warmady Warm B Wt aug temp (F)

October 2023 was in the I n
warm and dry quadrant. It was ; Gl

was tied for the 26" warmest o, gw =D < .
October at 1.3°F above the . ”f% w® o )
1991-2020 average and 1.7°F | ¢ =eemasligsl &' e L

above the 20t century f “ T A% . & s
average. It was the 53 L . B b i
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(0.30” below average) out of r
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38 cool & dry normal precip: 1.42" cool & wet
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size of points proportional to precip, M )
color shows temp accumulated precipitation (inches) Colorado Climate Center/CSU
normals are 1991-2020 Data source: NOAA/NCEI Climate at a Glance

For western Colorado, the 6-
month pe rlOd between May Colorado CD2 (Colorado drainage) average temperature and precipitation, May - October

and October was warm and T e T

dry. It was the 18" driest and .. c.*. ®.. s

tied for the 10t warmest May ) gzgm. . o o

through October period. After e O ® g @ @ i
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big snows and ample runoff x @ ggo 1
early in 2023, the summer ¢ ,".g ¥
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monsoon was less active than o o g& :n m,.s 4 .
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as illustrated in the “drought” > .

section later in the summary. o )
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

records tied and broken

Low Low
Max Min

Daily 39/77 5/12 35/131 7/23 22/71 3/6

Monthly 0/0 0/0 6/7 3/5 3/11 0/0

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/1 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

state extremes
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drought

Thanks to a couple
October storms,
conditions improved

U.S. Drought Monitor
Colorado

October 31, 2023
(Released Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 (D1-D4 | D2-D4 [inxSZ 3o

Current 58.00 | 42.00 | 2166 [ 373 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

1024202 57.87 | 4213 (2223 | 443 | 0.00 | 0.00

in parts of the
Central Mountains
and West Slope.

Drought conditions

spread across
southwest and

western CO, with

3 MonthsAgo
08.01.2023 7332|2668 | 458 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 39.97 | 60.03 | 33.83 | 1228 | 1.91 | 0.01
01-03-2023

Start of
Water Year | 65.71 (3429 (1743 | 277 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-26-2023

OneYearAgo | 4591 | 8300 | 4657 | 14.28 | 313 | 057
11-01-2022

Intensity:
|:| None |:| D2 Severe Drought

l:l DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

["]D1Moderate Drought |l D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Brian Fuchs

introduction of DO in
eastern CO.

Colorado Drought Update Page

National Drought Mitigation Center

¥

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

|
Snowpack is off to a
mixed start, with above
average conditions in
the CO headwaters
and Gunnison basin.
North Park and the
San Luis Valley are
showing below
average conditions. It's
still very early in the
season though.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought

CCC in the news

1 Science for All
=  Qctober 31, CSU Source, CoCoRaHS

d Fort Collins' first snowfall, coldest temps of season
forecast as weekend storm approaches

=  Qctober 27, The Coloradoan, Russ Schumacher

d CSU study looks into how Palisade's grape-growing
success can be achieved elsewhere

=  QOctober 19, Grand Junction Daily Sentinel, Peter Goble

d New Colorado climate report says state will continue to
heat up, but whether it will dry out is unclear

=  QOctober 6, Freshwater News, Becky Bolinger

d The Farmers' Almanac predicts normal temps and a wet
winter for Florida. How accurate is it?

=  QOctober 2, multiple Florida outlets, Russ Schumacher

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



https://source.colostate.edu/why-is-public-science-important/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2023/10/30/colorado-weekend-snowstorm-delivers-double-digit-snowfall-totals/71379071007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2023/10/30/colorado-weekend-snowstorm-delivers-double-digit-snowfall-totals/71379071007/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/csu-study-looks-into-how-palisades-grape-growing-success-can-be-achieved-elsewhere/article_b1a7064a-693e-11ee-81ee-c71d2589dd5e.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/csu-study-looks-into-how-palisades-grape-growing-success-can-be-achieved-elsewhere/article_b1a7064a-693e-11ee-81ee-c71d2589dd5e.html
https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/fresh-water-news/new-colorado-climate-report-says-state-will-continue-to-heat-up-but-whether-it-will-dry-out-is-unclear/
https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/fresh-water-news/new-colorado-climate-report-says-state-will-continue-to-heat-up-but-whether-it-will-dry-out-is-unclear/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/2023/10/02/florida-winter-cold-weather-predictions-farmers-almanac-forecast-accuracy/70898358007/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/2023/10/02/florida-winter-cold-weather-predictions-farmers-almanac-forecast-accuracy/70898358007/

