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�� Seed in the early spring
(April-May) prior to the initiation
of rapid growth.  Seeding can also
be done in mid-July (if irrigation
water is available) following an
early hay crop or in the late fall
just prior to the ground freezing.

�� Suppress the existing vegeta-
tion prior to seeding using methods
such as herbicides (Roundup),

intensive grazing, or light tillage.

�� Drilling is generally more
successful than broadcasting.

�� Seed must be inoculated with
the appropriate Rhizobium bacteria
to insure nitrogen fixation.  If you
do not plant inoculated seed, you
might as well leave the drill in the
shed.

�� Plant seed of known origin
and variety, not VNS (Variety Not
Stated).  Certified seed is generally
worth any extra cost.  Keep in mind
that the larger the seed, the more
vigorous the seedlings will be as
seed size and vigor are strongly
correlated.

�� ‘Norcen’ and ‘Leo’ are two
varieties that appear to be adapted
to and establish well in mountain
meadows.  However, most local
seed dealers do not carry these
varieties, but can order them if you
ask far enough in advance.  ‘Leo’ is
the more difficult one to get since it
is of Canadian origin.

�� Planting rates of 4 to 6 lbs/ac
are adequate for interseeding.
These rates account for some
anticipated loss of seedlings due to
competition from the existing
vegetation.

�� Hay earlier than normal (2-3
weeks) during the first year to
remove the overstory of existing
vegetation.   Otherwise, the seed-
lings become spindly and weak due
to shading and often do not survive
through the winter.
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�� Do not graze seedlings during
the year of establishment.
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