
                              STATE OF COLORADO

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION                   
Contracts and Market Analysis Branch 
4201 East Arkansas Avenue, 4th Floor 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
(303) 757-9736 

July 1, 2009 

COLORADO CONSTRUCTION COST INDEX REPORT 
Calendar year 2009 

Second Quarter 

Prepared by 
Gus Bieber 

Engineering Estimates and Market Analysis Unit of 
Contracts and Market Analysis Branch 

Prepared for 
Pamela Hutton, Chief Engineer



                              STATE OF COLORADO

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Contracts and Market Analysis Branch 
4201 East Arkansas Avenue, 4th Floor 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
(303) 757-9736 

SUMMARY 

CONSTRUCTION COST INDEX FOR SELECTED HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION ITEMS 

2nd QUARTER ENDING June 30, 2009 

NOTE: All information shown in this publication was assembled using 1987 as the base year. 

Index for this quarter…………………………………………………….... 269.7 
Index for last quarter…………………………………………..………….. 269.8 
Point change from last quarter…………………………………………..… +0.1 
Percentage change from last quarter………………………………………. 0.0% 
Index for same quarter of last year……………………………………...… 290.9 
Point change from same quarter last year…...………………………….…   -21.2 
Percentage change from this quarter last year……………….……………. -7.9% 
4-quarter moving average………………………………………………..... 322.2 

Average number of bidders this quarter……………………………….……..5.62 
Change in number of bidders from last quarter…………………………..…..-6.8% 



Comments:
This Colorado Construction Cost Index is composed of six indicator items and based on bid prices relative to the unit 
prices of 1987 (unit index=100).  The Index varies due to type and location of projects in addition to overall economic 
conditions.

Earthwork (Excavation and Embankment):
The average price was $7.91 a cu. yd. which is up $2.04 from the previous quarter.  Earthwork quantities declined by 
approximately 43% from the last quarter, which resulted in slightly higher prices. 

Hot Mix Asphalt: 
The average price was $65.25 a ton which is down $2.49 from the previous quarter.  The price is stable from the previous 
quarter.
     
Concrete Pavement: 
The average price was $37.17 a sq. yd. which is up $4.24 from the previous quarter.  Increased competition and lower 
profit margins contributed to the decrease. 

Structural Steel: 
The average price was $3.46 a pound an increase of $1.90 a pound from the previous quarter.  There were only two 
projects that were bid with small quantities which contributed to the increase. 

Structural Concrete: 
The average price was $379.98 a cu. yd. which is down $45.42 from the previous quarter.  An increase in bidding 
competition and lower profit margins contributed to the decrease. 

Reinforcing Steel: 
The average price was $0.70 a lb which is down $0.15 from the previous quarter.  Steel prices have continued to decrease 
over this quarter.  In addition, increased competition, lower profit margins, and a reduction in demand contributed to the 
decrease.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

For the 2nd quarter, the category indices showing a decrease were Structural Concrete, Concrete Pavement and 
Reinforcing Steel.  The category indices showing an increase were Earthwork and Structural Steel.   

66 projects were bid and awarded this quarter for a total of $165,286,125.74.  By comparison, 24 projects were bid last 
quarter.  The six categories for CCI items totaled $77,000,452.44, which is 46.6% of the total awarded amount. 6
maintenance contract projects were bid this quarter.  No metric, Lump Sum or Design Build projects were bid this quarter. 

The competition for projects decreased to 5.62 bidders from 6.00 bidders for each project on average from last quarter. 












