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To His Excellency, 

J A M E S B. G R A N T , 

Governor of Colorado: 

HON. SIR:—In compliance with the requirements of an 
act providing the means "to regulate the working and 
inspection of coal mines" of Colorado, with the object to 
secure the health and safety of persons employed therein, 
and promote the interests of coal mining, approved the 24th 
day of February, A. D. 1884, and came in force the 24th 
day of May of said year, I being examined and recommended 
mended according to law by a Board of Examiners, and 
your Excellency conferring upon me the appointment as 
State Inspector of Coal Mines, therefore have the honor to 
submit to you the first annual State report made on coal 
mines in Colorado. 

Now, as coal mining forms one of the most considerable 
items in the industrial category of our State, you would 
naturally anticipate receiving an elaborate recital, seeing 
that the range of topics that can be discussed in relation to 
this kind of mining is so extensive, either as regards the 
extent of our coal resources, the methods adopted in work-
ing them, or the sanitary regulations in vogue in the mines. 
But my report for this year must necessarily be limited, as 
I have neither clerk nor assistant to aid me in the dis-
charge of my duties, the last General Assembly, by an 
oversight, not making any provision for such, scarcely 
cognizant of the vast importance of the coal interests, and 
how multifarious the details of this office, the subject being 
new to the walls of that house, the efforts at legislation in 
this direction, initiatory steps, and the appointment of Coal 
Mines Inspector in 1883 being the first in Colorado. 

I find from experience that it is next to an impossibility 
to accomplish the entire routine of these responsible duties 
without an assistant. The mines are so far apart, it takes a 
great deal of travel to get around the State, there being 
coal mines 450 miles away, and two-thirds of my time, 
when from the office, is spent in railroad cars and other 


