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Summary

2006 was a good year for hunting and hunter education in Colorado. The Hunter Education Pro-
gram saw an increase in student numbers as compared to 2005, with over 17,000 students register-
ing for hunter education courses and nearly 16,800 receiving hunter education cards. Hunter Edu-
cation Instructors, whom are volunteers, put on 733 classes including traditional classroom classes,
home study based classes and internet based classes. A minimum of 10 contact hours is required in
a class and the home study and internet based classes receive 6 hours of credit and require a mini-
mum of 4 contact hours with an instructor to complete the course. The final written exam and re-
quired live-fire exercise add another hour or two to each class. The live-fire session requires each
student to safely handle a firearm, usually a .22 rifle, and fire 10 rounds of ammunition. This very
important portion of the class allows instructors to evaluate each and every student for safety and
responsibility.

While “Hunter Safety” has evolved into Hunter Education covering topics from firearms and safety
to outdoor survival, as well as hunter responsibility and ethics, firearms and hunter safety are still
the main focus.

Now for the numbers:

e The number of Hunter Education Instructors increased from 405 to 418

e The number of total classes held dropped from 756 to 752

e Student numbers increased from 16521 to 17214

e The number of new hunter education cards issued increased from 16104 to 16870

e Range reimbursements remained virtually the same: $6885.50 -vs- $6833.00

e The percentage of women taking hunter education increased by 1%, with just over 4000 women
taking a hunter education class

e “Crash Course” numbers remained the same. A Crash Course is a 1-day course for a temporary
hunter education card that is only valid for the current year.
e Overall student numbers increased by 4%
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The breakdown of class types, numbers and student numbers are shown in the charts below. While
there were a few less classes in 2006, the number of students attending and successfully completing
hunter education classes in Colorado increased by 676 students, an increase of 4%.

Class Types and Numbers
587

O Traditional: 587

B Bowhunter Ed: 9

OHome Study: 32

OInternet: 91

BEYouth: 11

OWomen's Only: 2

BE Crash Courses: 19

19 41 91
2

Ethnic Percentages

HE White

H African American

87%

OO Hispanic

1 Native American

1%1%

Ethnic information is recorded in compliance with Federal Assistance requirements. Information is

based on visual observations by the instructors.

The Hunter Education Program is funded by Wildlife Restoration funds from excise taxes

collected from the sales of firearms, ammunition and archery equipment.
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Hunting Incidents 2006

Colorado experienced a very safe hunting year in 2006. Sadly though, we must report that there was
one fatal hunting incident that resulted from careless handling of a firearm when a sling slipped and
the loaded rifle being carried discharged when the shooter tried to catch it and hit the trigger. The
round struck the shooter’s father, killing him.

This is a painful reminder of the old saying “a moment of carelessness can mean a lifetime of
consequences!”

Hunting incidents include not only injuries and deaths resulting from firearm and bow related inci-
dents while hunting, but also firearm and bow related injuries and deaths that occur not while hunt-
ing. In 2006 there were two incidents that are in the gray area between hunting and doing damage
prevention and control with a firearm. These examples include a person trying to shoot raccoons
that were killing chickens and an employee of an predator control agency that suffered a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the leg. Since both firearms and wildlife were involved, these incidents
are included in this report.

Total hunting license sales in Colorado exceeded 540,000 in 2006, resulting in several million

hunter recreation days. As shown in the charts below, only 8 reportable hunting incidents were
seen— again showing that hunting is among the safest outdoor activity.

Hunting Incidents 2006
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Contributing Factors:

@ Swinging on Game
B Careless Handling of Firearm
O Victim out of sight

O Ricochet

0 Big Game
E Small Game




Careless handling of firearms - including actions such as running with a loaded firearm, handing a

loaded and cocked .22 rifle to a person that has never handled a gun before, walking with a finger on
the trigger and the safety off, and carrying loaded firearms slung with the safety off - was the leading
contributing factor in hunting incidents in 2006.

A brief summary of the hunting incidents that occurred in 2006:

Fatal/ | Shooter’s | Victim’s | Hunter | Firearm Big Game Contributing Factor(s)
Non- Age Age Ed Type or
Fatal Card? | R/SG/HG | Small Game
Non- 55 53 Yes Shotgun | Small Game Hunters lost track of each other, swinging on game.
Fatal Yes Pheasant 3 pellet wounds
Non- 17 21 No Rifle Small Game | Victim handed loaded and cock rifle to girlfriend who had
Fatal No 22 Raccoon never held a gun before. She pulled trigger, striking victim
in cheek, passed through and lodged in forearm.
Non- 39 23 Yes Shotgun | Small Game Swinging on game. Pellets hit victim resulting in minor
Fatal Yes Dove superficial injury. Did not penetrate.
Non- 15 12 Yes Muzzle- Big Game Shooter carrying .50 caliber muzzleloader on sling. Trig-
Fatal Yes loading Elk ger may have caught on brush, discharging rifle and hitting
Rifle victiom (brother) in lower abdomen.
Non- 66 v Yes Rifle Big Game Shooter/victim was carrying a loaded rifle with the safey
Fatal 270 Deer off while trying to clear obstacles from road - slipped and
fell and pulled the trigger, striking self in upper arm
Non- 18 * Yes Rifle Small Game | Shooter/victim was shooting at prairie dogs and had a bul-
Fatal 22 Prairie Dogs let ricochet off of a rock, striking him in left leg. Minor
puncture wound.
Fatal 41 66 Yes Rifle Big Game Shooter (son) was carrying loaded rifle on sling. Sling
No 7mm Mag Deer slipped and shooter grabbed for rifle and pulled the trigger.
Bullet hit victim (father) in chest and passed through.
Non- 55 * Yes Rifle Small Game | Shooter/victim was returning to vehicle after calling coyo-
Fatal .243 Coyotes tes. Carried rifle slung with muzzle down. Shooter reached
for rifle to remove from shoulder and pressed the trigger
and fired the rifle. The bullet hit just below the knee,
breaking both bones and doing extensive damage. The leg
had to be amputated above the knee.

Species Hunted

EPheasant

Tl

ODeer
l Coyote

Pheasant

B Dove
OElk

O Raccoon

B Prairie Dog

The Colorado Diviston of Wilkdlite 15 the state agenicy responsible for managing wildllde and tis habitat, as
well as provwiding sild bfe-relaed recreation. Cur public coireach programs promobe appreciation,
understanding, and stewardship of Colorada’s wildlifz. The Diwision 1s fondsd thremgh hunbng and

fishing beense fiees, fedzral gramts, and Colorado Lotiery proceeds throogh Great Ohrdosors Colorado,

6




	2006 

	Hunter Education

	Annual Report 

	STATE OF COLORADO Bill Ritter Jr., Governor

	DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES Harris D. Sherman, Executive Director

	COLORADO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE Bruce L. McCloskey, Director

	6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216

	(303) 297-1192



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



