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2006 was a good year for hunting and hunter education in Colorado.  The Hunter Education Pro-
gram saw an increase in student numbers as compared to 2005, with over 17,000 students register-
ing for hunter education courses and nearly 16,800 receiving hunter education cards.  Hunter Edu-
cation Instructors, whom are volunteers, put on 733 classes including traditional classroom classes, 
home study based classes and internet based classes.  A minimum of 10 contact hours is required in 
a class and the home study and internet based classes receive 6 hours of credit and require a mini-
mum of 4 contact hours with an instructor to complete the course.  The final written exam and re-
quired live-fire exercise add another hour or two to each class.  The live-fire session requires each 
student to safely handle a firearm, usually a .22 rifle, and fire 10 rounds of ammunition.  This very 
important portion of the class allows instructors to evaluate each and every student for safety and 
responsibility.   
 
While “Hunter Safety” has evolved into Hunter Education covering topics from firearms and safety 
to outdoor survival, as well as hunter responsibility and ethics, firearms and hunter safety are still 
the main focus. 
 
Now for the numbers:  
• The number of Hunter Education Instructors increased from 405 to 418 
• The number of total classes held dropped from 756 to 752 
• Student numbers increased from 16521 to 17214 
• The number of new hunter education cards issued increased from 16104 to 16870 
• Range reimbursements remained virtually the same: $6885.50 -vs- $6833.00 
• The percentage of women taking hunter education increased by 1%, with just over 4000  women 

taking a hunter education class 
• “Crash Course” numbers remained the same.  A Crash Course is a 1-day course for a temporary 

hunter education card that is only valid for the current year. 
• Overall student numbers increased by 4% 
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Class Types and Numbers
587

932
9111

2
19

T raditional: 587

Bowhunter Ed: 9

Hom e Study : 32

Internet: 91

Youth: 11

Wom en's Only : 2

Crash Courses: 19

The breakdown of class types, numbers and student numbers are shown in the charts below.  While 
there were a few less classes in 2006, the number of students attending and successfully completing 
hunter education classes in Colorado increased by 676 students, an increase of 4%.   
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Ethnic information is recorded in compliance with Federal Assistance requirements.  Information is 
based on visual observations by the instructors. 

 
The Hunter Education Program is funded by Wildlife Restoration funds from excise taxes 
collected from the sales of firearms, ammunition and archery equipment. 



Hunting Incidents 2006 
Colorado experienced a very safe hunting year in 2006.  Sadly though, we must report that there was 
one fatal hunting incident that resulted from careless handling of a firearm when a sling slipped and 
the loaded rifle being carried discharged when the shooter tried to catch it and hit the trigger.  The 
round struck the shooter’s father, killing him.   
 
This is a painful reminder of the old saying “a moment of carelessness can mean a lifetime of 
consequences!” 
 
Hunting incidents include not only injuries and deaths resulting from firearm and bow related inci-
dents while hunting, but also firearm and bow related injuries and deaths that occur not while hunt-
ing.  In 2006 there were two incidents that are in the gray area between hunting and doing damage 
prevention and control with a firearm.  These examples include a person trying to shoot raccoons 
that were killing chickens and an employee of an predator control agency that suffered a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the leg.  Since both firearms and wildlife were involved, these incidents 
are included in this report. 
 
Total hunting license sales in Colorado exceeded 540,000 in 2006, resulting in several million 
hunter recreation days.  As shown in the charts below, only 8 reportable hunting incidents were 
seen— again showing that hunting is among the safest outdoor activity. 
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Careless handling of firearms - including actions such as running with a loaded firearm, handing a 
loaded and cocked .22 rifle to a person that has never handled a gun before, walking with a finger on 
the trigger and the safety off, and carrying loaded firearms slung with the safety off - was the leading 
contributing factor in hunting incidents in 2006. 
 
A brief summary of the hunting incidents that occurred in 2006: 

Fatal/ 
Non-
Fatal 

Shooter’s 
Age 

Victim’s 
Age 

Hunter 
Ed 

Card? 

Firearm 
Type 

R/SG/HG 

Big Game 
or 

Small Game 

Contributing Factor(s) 

Non-
Fatal 

55 53 Yes 
Yes 

Shotgun Small Game 
Pheasant 

Hunters lost track of each other, swinging on game. 
3 pellet wounds 

Non-
Fatal  

17 21 No 
No 

Rifle 
.22  

Small Game 
Raccoon 

Victim handed loaded and cock rifle to girlfriend who had 
never held a gun before.  She pulled trigger, striking victim 

in cheek, passed through and lodged in forearm. 

Non-
Fatal 

39 23 Yes 
Yes 

Shotgun Small Game 
Dove 

Swinging on game.  Pellets hit victim resulting in minor 
superficial injury.  Did not penetrate. 

Non-
Fatal 

15 12 Yes 
Yes 

Muzzle-
loading 

Rifle 

Big Game 
Elk 

Shooter carrying .50 caliber muzzleloader on sling.  Trig-
ger may have caught on brush, discharging rifle and hitting 

victiom (brother) in lower abdomen. 

Non-
Fatal 

66 * Yes Rifle 
.270 

Big Game 
Deer 

Shooter/victim was carrying a loaded rifle with the safey 
off while trying to clear obstacles from road - slipped and 

fell and pulled the trigger, striking self in upper arm 

Non-
Fatal 

18 * Yes Rifle 
.22 

Small Game 
Prairie Dogs 

Shooter/victim was shooting at prairie dogs and had a bul-
let ricochet off of a rock, striking him in left leg.  Minor 

puncture wound. 

Fatal 41 66 Yes 
No 

Rifle 
7mm Mag 

Big Game 
Deer 

Shooter (son) was carrying loaded rifle on sling.  Sling 
slipped and shooter grabbed for rifle and pulled the trigger.  

Bullet hit victim (father) in chest and passed through. 

Non-
Fatal 

55 * Yes Rifle 
.243 

Small Game 
Coyotes 

Shooter/victim was returning to vehicle after calling coyo-
tes.  Carried rifle slung with muzzle down. Shooter reached 

for rifle to remove from shoulder and pressed the trigger 
and fired the rifle.  The bullet hit just below the knee, 

breaking both bones and doing extensive damage.  The leg 
had to be amputated above the knee. 

Species Hunted

Elk

Deer Coyote

Raccoon

Prairie DogDove Pheasant

Pheasant
Dove
Elk
Deer
Coyote
Raccoon
Prairie Dog
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