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WaterSupply

SnowpackinSanJuanandDoloresRiverBasinsduringthewinterof20112012 2012
WaterYear followedthetrendofthelastseveralyearswithbelowaveragesnowpack
andearlierthannormalrunoff SnowpackDivisionwide peakedat only 75 of
average Snowfallintheearlypartoftheseasontrendedclosetonormal butthelack
ofspringmoistureandwarmerthannormaltemperaturesprevailed Peaksnowpack
occurredinearlyAprilandrunoffendedbylateMay Boththepeaksnowpackand
runoffoccurredaboutonemonthearlierthannormal

WarmspringtemperaturesleadtoearlyrunoffacrosstheDivision Marchtemperatures
ran2 to5 Fabovenormalandrunoffinthemajorriverbasinsrannearlytwiceashigh
asnormalduring themonth Higherthannormaltemperaturespersistedthroughout
April andMay however thedwindlingsnowpackleadtoonlynearnormalriverflows
duringthosemonths MeltoutoccurredinmostbasinsintheDivisionbytheendof
Mayandtheareasawlittlenewprecipitationduringthesameperiod Durangoreceived
lessthanaonetenthofaninchofprecipitationinMayandnoprecipitationinJune
leadingtonearrecordlowseasonalflowsthroughouttheDivisioninJune TheAnimas
Riverran27 ofaverageandtheLaPlataandDoloresRiversran17 ofaveragefor
themonth TheareasawmonsoonalmoistureforashortperiodinJuly2012 however
theweatherpatternquicklyrevertedbacktohotanddryconditionsfortheremainderof
thesummerandfall RiverflowsduringAugustandSeptember fellbelow40 of
averagethroughouttheDivisionandtheAnimasRivernearedrecordlowsinSeptember
andOctober Ofthe102yearsofrecord onlySeptember1965hadalowermonthly
totalthanSeptember2012ontheAnimasRiver

SurfaceWaterIssues

Surfacewateradministrationduring2012wassomewhatchallengingduetotheearly
runoffanddrysummerconditions Basinswithstoragereservoirswereabletocapture
earlyspringrunoffforlaterusewhilebasinwithoutwereunabletotakeadvantageofthe
earlywater TostartthewateryearVallecitoReservoircontained59450 acrefeet
comparedtoitsaverageendofwateryearcontentof57457 acrefeet 103 of
average McPheeReservoircontained 300063 acrefeet 114 ofaverage while
LemonReservoirhad11460acrefeet 59 ofaverage Dryconditionsthroughmost
ofthesummermonthsleadtoahighdemandforstoredwater andbytheendofthe
wateryearreservoirsweresignificantlydepleted Endingthe2012wateryearand
leadingintothe2013wateryear VallecitoReservoircontained35770 acrefeet 62
ofaverage McPheeReservoir contained 199943 acrefeet 72 ofaverage and
LemonReservoircontainedonly8800 46 ofaverage



AdministrativecallswereplacedinmanyofthebasinsintheDivisionduringWaterYear
2012 Mainstemcallswereplacedon theLaPlataRiver MancosRiver McElmo
CreekandPineRiver TributarystemcallsintheAnimasRiverdrainagewereplaced
on ElbertCreek FloridaRiver JunctionCreekandWaterfallCreek intheMcElmo
CreekdrainagecallsweremadeonAlkaliCanyon HartmanDrawandSimonDraw in
theMancosRiverdrainagecallweremadeontheWestMancosRiver inthePiedra
RiverdrainagecallsweremadeonDevilCreekandStollsteimerCreek andintheSan
JuanRiverdrainage callsweremadeonCoalCreek NavajoRiver andFourMile
Creek

GroundWaterIssues

Therewere243wellpermitsissuedinDivision7duringthe2012wateryear Ofthese
139wereexemptwellpermitswereprocessedintheDurangooffice Therewerealso
91nonexemptwellpermits 10monitoringwellpermits twogeothermalwellpermits
andonedewateringwellpermitprocessedintheDenveroffice

Therearecurrentlyover3900coalbedmethane CBM wellsinDivision7 90 of
whichliewithintheSouthernUteIndianReservationboundary Producedwaterfrom
CBMproducedwaterfirstbecameanissue andintroducedinto theDivision7Water
Courtin2005inCaseNo 05CW63 Vance etal v Simpson Wolfe TheDivision7
WaterCourtruledthattheColoradoStateEngineersOfficehas theauthorityto
regulateproducedwater thatCBMproducedwaterisabeneficialuse andthatCBM
producedwatershallbeconsideredtobetributaryunlessprovenotherwise In2009
theColoradoSupremeCourttriedCaseNo 07SA293andupheldthelowercourts
findings and in2010theStateEngineerpromulgatedrulestoadministerthewater
Theruleswerechallengedbutwereupheldbythecourt exceptthataquestionremains
oftheStateEngineersauthoritytoadministernontributarygroundwaterwithintheUte
Reservationboundary Today tributarywellsareadministeredunderSubstituteWater
SupplyPlansuntilafinalrulingismade

LaPlataRiverCompactIssues

Springcameearlierandcoolerthannormal Thejuniorditchesstartedtoopen
upwithinsufficientflowsintheriver Bydesignandagreement theriverwasheldoff
calltosharethewater thusgettingjuniorwaterrightsachancetodivert

LakeDurangoWaterCompanyalsowantedwaterinajuniororoffcallsituation
BytakingthediurnalanddeliveringthehighdailyflowsintothePineRidgeDitch at
nightmostly waterwasdeliveredtoLakeDurangowithminimalimpacttoseniorrights
becauseonlypeakdailyflowswerediverted Thiswasonlyavailabletousatotalof4
daysbeforetheriverwasplacedoncallbytheStateofNewMexico

RedMesaReservoirwasalsodivertingduringthistimeaswellastheBigStick
juniorrightsintheH H Treanor andseveralothersintributariestotheLaPlataRiver



MoreseniorditchesliketheSlade H H 41 51 SoonerValleyandEnterprisewere
alsoon HayGulchDitchwasstilltakingwinterflowsofabout4CFS

thAcallwasplacedbyNewMexicoonApril6 at1000AM Theprioritiesfellout
thveryquickly TheLaPlata CherryCreekDitchwasoffbyJune6 Thedecisionto

usetheLaPlataCherryCreekditchtodelivercompactwaterwasmadethemorningof
thJune13thandnoflowsgoingpassedtheditchheadingwereobservedbyJune15 All

thththewaterwasbypassedtothecompactbyJune19 andcontinueduntilAugust16
whenadrysectionappearedinCherryCreek Ashorttimelatertheriverdriedup

stabovetheditchheading ThisscenariocontinuedpassedOctober31

ConstructiononLongHollowReservoirstartedwithagroundbreakingceremony
thonJuly10 ASubstituteSupplyPlanforconstructionwaterwasputintoplaceand

thwaterwasstartedtobedeliveredtotheRedMesaReservoironJune7 Waterwas
deliveredtotheconstructionsitebyditchandpipeline then divertedtoapondin
GovernmentDrawforuse LateralargerpondwasconstructedonLongHollow The
waterwasthenexchangedandcarefulattentionwaspaidtotimingproblems
Constructionprogresswasimpressivethroughouttheyearwithfoundationexcavation
andembankmentmaterialpreparation

Problemssolved accomplishments

FormanyyearsCDWRhydrographershavemeteredSanJuanChama
diversionsfromtheBlanco NavajoandLittleNavajoRiversfordeliverytoNewMexico
In2011 CWDRbeganmakingdischargemeasurementsattheAzoteaTunneloutlet
nearChama NewMexico Thiseffortwasinitiatedtodeterminewhytherehasbeena
significantdifferenceinthesumflowtotalofthethreediversionsandtheAzoteaTunnel
Thethreediversionpointsarelocatedbelowgroundandcannotbemeasureddirectly
TheAzoteatunneldaylightsintoanopenchannelwhereitcanbeeasilymeasured The
measurementsmadebyCWDRhydrographersindicatethe10ftconcreteParshall
flumeattheoutletdoesnotfollowastandardrating Anewratingwasdevelopedfrom
thefieldmeasurementsandimplementedin2012 TheUSGeologicalSurvey
publishedrecordfortheTunneloutletfrom1970through2008 andCDWRtookover
publicationoftherecordin2012

AspartoftheAnimasLaPlataProject waterwillbereleasedfromLake
Nighthorse akaRidgesBasinReservoir foruseinColoradoandNewMexico During
JulyandAugustof2012CDWRmadedischargemeasurementsofreleasesfromLake
NighthorseintoBasinCreek Measurementswereusedtodeterminetheaccuracyof
flowmeteronthereservoiroutletandtoassessatransitlossassociatedwiththe
deliveryofreservoirwater

CDWRrequestedtheMontezumaValleyIrrigationDistrict MVIC providean
updatedbathymetricsurveyofGroundhogReservoir TheresultsbytheUSGeological
Survey datedApril2012 indicatethereservoircapacityatthedesignspillwayelevation



tobeapproximately2700acrefeetmorethanthestoragewaterright Itwasalso
discoveredthatthespillwayelevationis30feethigherthanoriginallydesigned Asa
result MVIChasappliedforanadditionstoragewaterrightunderajuniorpriority and
theCDWRDamSafetyBranchhasorderthespillwaytobecutdowntothedesign
elevation

Communityinvolvement

Division7strivedtobeinvolvedinthecommunityin2012 Divisionstaffregularly
attended meetingsoftheSouthwesternWaterConservationDistrict AnimasLaPlata
WaterConservancyDistrict LaPlataWaterConservancyDistrict DoloresWater
ConservancyDistrict MontezumaValleyIrrigationCompany PagosaAreaWaterand
SanitationDistrictandallotherwaterusergroupmeetingsthatweareinvitedtoattend
TheDivisionalsomadeeffortstokeepthepublicatlargeinformedofwaterissuesby
participatingininterviewsforarticlesinthelocalnewspapersandothervenues and
workcloselywithlocalcityandcountygovernmentsonwaterissues Andfinally Water
CommissionersregularlyattendedditchcompanymeetingsheldintheirDistricts

TheDivisionEngineerpresentedattheyearly Water101 Seminarputontohelp
educaterealtorsandlandowneronwaterlawandadministration Andonceagain
Division7staffparticipatedinthe WaterFair usedtoeducatehundredsoflocalschool
childrenonwheretheirwatercomesfrom whatitisusedfor andhowitgets totheir
homesandfarms

Abandonment

ThedecennialabandonmentlistandprocessforDivision7wasconcludedin2012 The
originallistincluded212structures 82ofwhichwereremovedbeforefilingwiththe
court Thewatercourtcase 11CW76 wasfiledinDecemberof2011andcontained
130waterrights Therewerenoprotestsfiledwiththewatercourtandthedecreewas
signedbythewatercourtJudgeinSeptemberof2012

ImportantCourtCases

CoApplicantsPagosaAreaWaterandSanitationDistrict PAWS andSanJuanWater
ConservancyDistrict SJWCD filedapplication04CW85fordiversionsof200cfsoffthe
SanJuanRiverandDryGulch and35300acrefeetoffchannel storageinthe
proposedDryGulchReservoir StatementsofoppositionwerefiledbyKoinonia LLC
TroutUnlimitedParkDitchCompany andWeberRanches

OnJuly15 2006theDistrict7WaterCourtissuedafinaldecree howeverTrout
Unlimitedfiledaposttrialmotionseekingmodificationofthefinaldecreeandappealed
thedecreetotheColoradoSupremeCourt Theiroppositionwasbasedmainlyonneed



andplanninghorizonforbeneficialuseofthewater Afterbriefingandoralarguments
theSupremeCourtissuedanopinionfurtherarticulatingtheelementsofproofrequired
andremandedthecasebacktoWaterCourtforfurtherproceedings In2008 after
briefstheWaterCourtissuedafinaldecreeonremand TroutUnlimitedagain
appealedtotheSupremeCourt andagaintheSupreemCourtissedanopinionfurther
definingelements andproofrequiredandremandedthecasebacktoDistrictCourt
Whilepreparingforadditionaltrial theCoApplicantsandTroutUnlimitednegotiated
andagreedontermsnecessaryforconcludinglitigation

AfinaldecreewasfiledbytheDistrict7WaterCourtOctober31 2011whichlimitedthe
Conditionalamountsto50cfsand11000acrefeet Theseamountswerebasedon
projecteddemandsthrough2055andincludedadditionaltermswhichassurethewater
rightsarenotspeculativeandtoallowadjustmentofthesizeofthewaterrightsif
warrantedinthefuture

AdministrativeProtocol

TheAnimasLaPlataProject ALPProject isafederallyownedandcongressionally
authorizedwaterproject Theprojectfacilitiesconsistofanoffchannelreservoir
pumpingplantandpipeline whichdivertswaterfrom theAnimasRiversouthof
Durango ItsauthorizedpurposesincludeprovidingwatertotheColoradoUteTribesas
partofacongressionallyauthorizedsettlement aswellasservingProjectParticipants
bydeliveringmunicipalandindustrialwaterforuseinColoradoandNewMexico In
2010aprocesscommenced todevelopan operating Protocol forwaterrights
administrationoftheproject ThepurposeofthisProtocolistoidentifyguidelinesand
provideareferencedocumentforusebyStateandDivisionEngineersintheStateof
ColoradowhenadministeringthewaterrightsintheColoradorelatedtotheAnimasLa
ALP Project TheBureauofReclamation Reclamation holdstitletotheALP
facilitiesandhascurrentlycontractedwiththeAnimasLaPlataOperation Maintenance
andReplacementAssociation ALPOM R tooperateALP TheSouthwesternWater
ConservationDistrict SWCD currentlyholdsthewaterrightsthatwereappropriatedfor
theProject

Manymeetingswereheldandsignificantprogresshasbeenmadetowarddevelopment
oftheProtocolduringthe2012wateryear DevelopmentoftheProtocolhasbeena
jointeffortbetweentheDivisionofWaterResources DWR SWCDandALPOM R
Amongotherthings theProtocoldescribeshowtheEngineerswillaccountforusesof
ProjectwaterundertheALPDecreestomaximizebeneficialuseandprotectthe
vestedwaterrightsofothers Italsoidentifiesotherrelevantdocumentsthatdefinethe
Project



Pictures

AzoteaTunnel outlfow nearChama NM ThetunnelispartoftheSanJuanChama
Project atransmountaindiversionwhichdivertswaterfromtheSanJuanRiverbasin
inColoradointotheChamaRiverRioGrande basininNewMexico Division7
hydrographersmaintainthegageandproduceacontinuousrecordoftheoutflow



PicturetakenatAnimasRiveratHowardsvillegagingstation Constructionof
unmannedcablewaybyDivision7hydrographrsandwatercommissioners



PicturelookingnorthatLongHollowDamandReservoirsite LaPlataMountains in
background



ConstructedmeanderingchannelinBasinCreek PicturetakendownstreamofLake
Nighthorse AnimasLaPlataProject duringtestreleasefromreservoir



PhotoofGroundhogReservoirlocatedintheDeloresRiverdrainage District71 Thespillwaycrosses
theroadbetweenthecabinsandforeground Theroadwayhasbeenbuildupovertheyearsduetowet
conditions thusraisingthespillwayelevationandcausingdamsafetyconcernsandadditionalstorage
Thedamislocatedjustbeyondthecabinsoutofview



LA PLATA RIVER COMPACT MONTHLY ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY ACRE FEET
2012 COMPACT YEAR

REQUIRED

LA PLATA PINE 30 OF STATE ENTERPRISE DELIVERED TOTAL

HESPERUS CHERRY RIDGE KELLER HESPERUS LINE DITCH PIONEER STATE LINE 1 2 HESP

MONTH STATION CR DITCH DITCH DITCH TOTAL STATION NM DITCH TOTAL TOTAL

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL 4 021 0 232 0 114 0 11 0 4 378 0 1 868 0 120 0 150 0 2 138 0 2 098 0

MAY 3 926 0 1 683 0 114 0 29 0 5 752 0 2 565 0 157 0 190 0 2 912 0 2 908 0

JUNE 1 259 0 497 0 0 0 0 0 1 756 0 591 0 110 0 118 0 819 0 926 0

JULY 454 0 347 0 0 0 0 0 801 0 164 0 1 0 1 0 166 0 402 0

AUGUST 455 0 123 0 0 0 0 0 578 0 43 0 26 0 1 0 70 0 292 0

SEPTEMBER 368 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 375 0 35 0 23 0 1 0 59 0 190 0

OCTOBER 290 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 290 0 35 0 5 0 0 0 40 0 146 0

NOVEMBER 218 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 218 0 66 0 0 0 0 0 66 0 109 0

TOTALS 10 991 0 2 889 0 228 0 40 0 14 148 0 5 367 0 442 0 461 0 6 270 0 7 071 0

Comments

On April 6 2012 @ 10 00 New Mexico placed a call for one half of Hesperus to be delivered the following day

Keller Ditch 30 compact turned on 4 21 12

Colorado portion of Enterprise Ditch off on 5 6 12

Compact water delivered through La Plata Cherry Creek Ditch for compact deliveries starting 6 13 12 @ 9 00AM

La Plata River dry below La Plata Cherry Creek Ditch on 6 15 12 All water diverted for compact

La Plata River dry above Cherry Creek confluence on 6 18 12

Cherry Creek dry above La Plata River confluence on 8 16 12

TOTALS ARE FOR PERIOD OF COMPACT CALL

39



UPPER BASIN COMPACT SAN JUAN CHAMA DIVERSIONS
AZOTEA TEN YEAR DIFF CO VS

WATER RIO BLANCO LITTLE OSO OSO TOTAL COLO TUNNEL TOTALS AZOTEA VALUES

YEAR DIVERSION DIVERSION DIVERSION DIVERSION USGS DWR USGS DIFF

1971 23 510 1 340 24 980 49 830 59 980 20 4

1972 28 290 1 120 24 310 53 720 58 070 8 1

1973 70 900 9 720 79 810 160 430 153 300 4 4

1974 25 290 1 070 18 700 45 060 47 230 4 8

1975 58 780 8 120 69 200 136 100 145 100 6 6

1976 41 000 2 420 36 950 80 370 85 230 6 0

1977 13 450 37 3 930 17 417 19 390 11 3

1978 44 010 2 820 50 310 97 140 104 200 7 3

1979 60 150 8 980 87 730 156 860 164 200 4 7

1980 57 760 6 970 72 460 137 190 143 600 980 300 4 7

1981 25 690 1 640 22 260 49 590 53 960 974 280 8 8

1982 48 340 6 860 63 810 119 010 127 100 1 043 310 6 8

1983 46 960 8 110 69 680 124 750 134 300 1 024 310 7 7

1984 45 180 6 070 55 220 106 470 113 600 1 090 680 6 7

1985 32 700 9 630 44 630 86 960 91 800 1 037 380 5 6

1986 35 520 4 720 43 620 83 860 89 180 1 041 330 6 3

1987 32 120 4 380 42 360 78 860 83 050 1 104 990 5 3

1988 29 200 972 29 780 59 952 63 530 1 064 320 6 0

1989 20 400 672 26 630 47 702 48 570 948 690 1 8

1990 37 630 1 480 32 510 71 620 71 700 876 790 0 1

1991 51 730 3 930 59 780 115 440 119 400 942 230 3 4

1992 32 910 6 340 43 990 83 240 87 080 902 210 4 6

1993 34 960 6 210 52 740 93 910 98 810 866 720 5 2

1994 28 080 5 020 44 260 77 360 82 200 835 320 6 3

1995 34 980 5 220 44 840 85 040 86 270 829 790 1 4

1996 26 780 950 27 640 55 370 57 240 797 850 3 4

1997 62 320 4 450 71 470 138 240 141 200 856 000 2 1

1998 47 910 2 110 45 370 95 390 97 280 889 750 2 0

1999 58 690 2 040 55 980 116 710 120 500 961 680 3 2

2000 20 230 1 150 19 130 40 510 42 740 932 720 5 5

2001 47 710 3 900 53 740 105 350 110 600 923 920 5 0

2002 3 967 36 1 740 5 743 6 310 843 150 9 9

2003 29 850 1 130 28 040 59 020 62 460 806 800 5 8

2004 39 940 2 100 35 130 77 170 82 070 806 670 6 3

2005 63 180 6 490 75 610 145 280 152 700 873 100 5 1

2006 38 220 1 090 29 140 68 450 71 720 887 580 4 8

2007 50 370 3 160 46 490 100 020 105 080 851 460 5 1

2008 61 050 5 000 67 620 133 670 140 000 894 180 4 7

2009 47 740 3 080 49 090 99 910 105 600 879 280 5 7

2010 40 780 2 680 42 080 85 540 90 290 926 830 5 6

2011 48 730 1 370 42 460 92 560 94 643 910 873 2 3

AVG 40 379 3 894 45 328 89 601 93 761 925 140 4 6

LIMITS 1 350 000 ACRE FEET IN ANY TEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS 270 000 ACRE FEET IN ANY YEAR



WATER COURT ACTIVITIES
CALENDAR YEAR 2012

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR DECREES 64

NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS WITH REFEREE 83

NUMBER OF DECREES ISSUED BY WATER COURT 86

TYPE OF DECREE

SURFACE WATER 105

GROUND WATER 34

RESERVOIRS 21

TRANSFER 1

ALTERNATE POINT 9

CHANGE IN USE 6

PLANS FOR AUGMENTATION 2

IN STREAM FLOW 2

OTHER 2

PROTEST TO 2010 WATER CASES 31

NUMBER OF WATER RIGHTS IN DECREES 182

TYPE OF NEW STRUCTURES

DITCHES 20

RESERVOIRS PONDS 2

WELLS 7

SPRINGS 42

OTHER PIPELINES PUMPS ETC 18

TOTAL NEW STRUCTURES 89


