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ANNUAL REPORT

lJATER DIVISION 7 for 1969

GENERAL

Considering both the irrigated lands and hose lands with less than suzi
cient irrigation vater and dry lands in the southestern part of Colorado better
than average conditions relativ to growing crops existed Our winter came late
last fali teinperatures dropped early but we did nat receive any appreciable
arount of snowfall until late in Decer7aer It did not take long to catch up ondeficiencies The rest of the trinter ras one of the heaviest snowalls ttie had in
our hi story LJe had good snotirs even up unti 1 Apri 1 Much o the heavy snnd fel
at lotier elevations causing a high runoif on our rivers in April Wih a neod
crusted snor high up we had a fairly slos runoff Even on the La Plata River
6Jatersheu we had very little complaint reiaiv to insuiriciencies of atr You
will see from the snow pack belour that abovenormal snotJ and water contert ras
found on a11 watersheds

SNOW PACK

Station

Upper San Juan

Wolf Creek Pass

GJolf Creek Summit

Red Mountain

f2U1OFF

131
178
145
55

138
177
314
237

114
170
303
93

You vY i 11 note thac vle hadaovaveraae rurof i n al i of our ri vers i n the
sovth part of the Stae Due ta o4y snarconclitiors e had onctnird above
nrmal on the La Plata River ad ve had Weatly 25 atOVenOrr1a1 on the An and
Dolores P1ost of this hign runof car Fe attribate to lv hev sros

e

Date

Jan 1
Feb

May 15
J une 1

Jan 1
Feb 1

May 15
June 1

Jan 1
Feb 1

P1ay 15
June 1

Jan 1
Feb 1

Pray 15
June 1

Water ContenL 194869 Averaae
In Inches laer Content Inch

140
267
183

ll

136
19 4
186
52

117
231
148
00

108
213
333
244

115
233

273

107
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RUNOFF OF THE fiAJOR RIVERS IiV TFiIS D in thousands

River

San Juan

Dolores

Animas

La Plata

Station

Pagosa Springs

Dolores

Durango

State Line

Amount
Period Of Acr Feet

Averaae Average

38 267

58 246

64 498

39 23

Amount
Acre Feet

1969

275

311

606

31

Percent Of
Total

103

126

121

134

TEPIPERATURE

196 1 9 6 9
Station Plov Dec Jan Feb Mar r Juns Jul Ac SPpt ct

Cortez

Temperature 371 252 314 308 342 496 590 630 729 735 63 466
Departure 1 43 39 11 43 22 31 17 16 39 16 44

Durango
Temperature 359 235 284 285M 331 72 552 585 687 685 598 442

Departure 2 44 31 12 36 21 27 2 7 25 8 15

Ft Lewis

Temperature 321s9 218P 255 241M 264 435f1 527 549T1 659r1 65Oi1 556P5 4Q0

Dearture 11 41 2e5 18 53 23 37 23 23 31 9 62

Silverton

Temperature 263 163 198 158 189 360 460 480 569 573 498 342
Deplrture 3 30 31 32 49 28 41 17 8 32 16 58

PtECIP
Corez

Precip 56 128 206 T61 65 2i 5 166 149 61 106 282
Departure 19 16 100 52 44 80 41 112 28 89 55 i137

Durango
Precip
Departure

or Lewis

Prec p
Dearture

Si lvrfon

Fr
Uearture

94 173 359 189 114 22 87 244 196 153 172 351
04 10 198 47 35 107 26 156 15 17 Oi 163

93 45 386 378 204 53 lll 233 187 196 289 582
06 15 222 207 49 95 08 143 12 144 109 379

T23 159 343 266 126 43 125 443 411 252 33n 472
07 09 1G2 B z iy 302 1 4 30 402 246

Above Zre 1 i sted he di vergncis o i tRrperatre ard prec ri tati ons f rot tf7e mea
for Cr Durango For Leris and S You ti1i noe tha a11 of tfese
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stations follov the same pattern that is they had a cold fall in 1968 ararm
April and May with about a normal June and Jtly and a 4varn Augus and Septenber
Old Joe the Indian didnt have his suirer this fall From the temperature and
precipitation shovn ie had a late finer a summer and thn an early winter
Spring and fall did not exis this year 6ve had a very good precipittion year
with an average precipitation throughout this southYvestern part of the state of
about 15 above normal

CROPS

The weather and temperature pattern was conducive to groring good crops in
Division 7 Lace frost 4vas very spotty and did no affect the bean or fruit crops
Snows covered the iner Uheat 4hicn was nat affected by early sprinn thas and
temperature drops Nithout heavy moistare during the forepart of the graving year
excellent bean groth was realiZed It vas nip and tuck during August rhen very
litt7e precipitation Zccompanied aboveaverage temperatures but late rains in
August coupled with high temperatures mde an aboveaverage bean crop Some

difficulty vas experienced in harvesting this crop due to rains and frost durina
the latter part of the harvest season Hoewer all beans tierekarveste and the
same rnay be said relative to th harvesting of grain and oats Late firost retardeu

the ripening of the grain and it was not until late Octoker that all of the gran
was harvested Grain and beans urere very dirty due to laie gro of tieeds and atet
conditions during harvestiny WE realized the first rood allaround fruit crops
this year althouah due to climactic conditions apples and other fruits were beloG
norma7 in size Although he hay crop las heavy and above normal in poundage large
amounts Jere subnormal as far as qua1 i ty G concerred due to rains du ng harvest
ing season

INSPECTIOd OF RESEVOIRS

Approximatey 75 of the reservoirs were inspected this year Due to uet con
ditions and a very slippery Mancos shale soil some of the reservoirs in District
Sixtynine ere not inspected The spill1ay on the netiv Echa Dam shoted some sian
of ravelling and the level 07 the water was ordereu dropec unil repairs were
nade These repairs 4tiere made in Sepiember and by October 15th the vater in Echo
Lake had risen five feet and tias again going over the spil7ay The outlet cate
and contrl device on the Lone Pine Reservoir are inoperative again due to ahay
wire repair job done last year P1ost reservoirs were in good conditio relative
to storage this fall

ADJUDICATIONS NEGJ lATER LAW

At the present time te are going through the process of nrowing pains due
to our new water law le do not have any appreciable numher of weils and espec
ially irrigation ells in the southestern part oi Colorado Ahich is also th
better part of Colorado and we have not experienced any serious difficult in ad
ministration problems The Ulater Clerk 6 Judge and the Divsion Enginer
enjoy good relations There has been a trickling of ne filings under the ner rater
lavrs so far this year

COPi

Long distance calls 4tiere at minimum brren the State of Ne hexico and
Colorado relative to the administration o the La Plta Comnaci Lue tohavyealy
ruoff nearly al1 of the vraer oved to Ne fex as sup7ie from these runors
in Cherry Creeic and Long Noilov ost of te early runo f from 1he La P1ata roper
uas used by Colorao water users Neiv P1exico Nias able to sply a gcodly amount or
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water to all of their vrater users even those holding junior rihts Colorado as
able to furnish water to many of h junior dicches Uhich have been dry for the
last sev2ral years For taro monhs this fal1 war has gone througi to the San
Juan River ithout suFficienL call rrom Colorado and New f1exico to use all of the
available water

STOCK TANKS

We 4vere again confronted w the construction of a large number of stock tanks
Some of these were controversial an needed close scrutiny A large nurnber of these
tanks were located in the Dove Creek area 4here most of the drainage eoes into tne
western side of the P1cElmo Drainage or that drainage hat flo4NS into either Utah or
north into the Dolores River We can anticipate that vre will be confronted by some
water problems relative to new tanks being constructed upstream depriving older
tanks of water usage

DAMS

Only one large dam was constructeci in this Division last year and that was the
Turner Dam located on Fall Creekaributary to the Animas River As this dm is
located on a side stream which drainage floUrs into a subdiision 4ve had numerous
complaints or worries from residents belotid the dam relative to its stability

SAN J UANCHAPIA PROJ EC7

It tas our pleasure t be host to Division Ennineer Crosby and his water com
missioners and also blessed with one o the fe v bS the Denver Gold in the
person of Bill Smith who also accompanied this excursion

BLANCO TUNNEL

This tunnel was completed and the head works all completed ard ready for
operation

OZO TUfNEL

This tunnel has been complEted and lined The head aaorks and diversion vorks
from the Bianco Tunnel were nearina compleion and as far as I know ere actually
completed in the latter part oi Octaber

AZETEA TUNNCL

The invert has been placed on the entire tunnel They are pouring the cap at
the present time Completion date orthe tunnel calls for abaut harch 1970 There
is still some ork to be done on the inleL to the Azetea Tunnel This vdas not com

pleted be freezeup this fall and uiii have to be completed sometime during the
early spring or summer Good progress is being made on he Heron Dam in Neua texico
This should be ready for water storage by the time Azetea Tunnel and other diversion
works are completed The last estimated time or diverting water to NetJ f1exico is
about July 15 1970

STRUCTURES NEUJ

We have issued orders for heacl structures and Parshall Flirres for approximately
one hundred and sixty ditches in Old Water District 29 It ill be necessary to
have these in especia7ly on the Blarco Pavajo and little favajo Rivers by the
tirne water is diverted to Netir P1exico 4ve are reoesting that the Parsha71 Fumes be



installed iti uells for automatic recorders As NeU P is divertinc this uater
and here 4i11 probably be calls upon waer diverted in Coloraclo we feel that the
burden of expense of the purchase of automatic recorders shculd be burne b the
water users of the state of Neu iexico

STRUCTURES NEEDEU

With the diversion of San Juar Rivr4rater o Nev Mexico i makes it necessGry
for us to establish gaugiig stations on the Navajo and Blanco Rivers We feel that
there is not eiougt water available on the Little Plavajo durin7 the summer or winter
months In fact the only time that waer could be diverted io Nev Mexico from this
source ofsupply would be during spring flaws

The USGS Gauging Station at Edith on the Navajo ould be a good regulatory
station It is my recommendation that this station be taken over by the State of
Colorado as the vray it is operated by the USGS it could no be used as a check
relaiive to flonrs on the Navajo River ith respect to ttiater rights A caunin station
will have to be set up on the Blanco River It is suggested that it b st u prob
ably just above the confluence of the Blanco anci Little Blanco Rivers Ta regulate
this stream it would be better that this station be established close to the mouh
vhere the Blanco River runs into the San Juan but due to the inaccessibilitv e the
rod dovn tfe Blancc it may be necessary to se this station up close to Hihay 550
PUBLIC RLLRTIONS

During this year I atterded several ditch meeings and also several meetings
of the Southvest Coservancy Board I also attended tao meetinns relative to the
Legislative Council on lJater Riahs During the year I wrote seven articles relative
to vateo richts six of which ulere published by the Duranno Herald I also spoke on
one of the radio stations three di times relative to the water rights and
egislative Council meetings to be held in this area

PERSONNEL

There were no changes made in personnel this year with one excetion and tha
aas the addition of a clerkstnographer This has its advantages and disadvantages
mostly advantages but some disadvantages as I have to account for my cominrs and
goinys all the time as the office is nov open every day to the public Uhether I am
there or not

PROLEMS

It has been vry difficult this year standing on the fence on one side being
the home county of Senaor 4Jayne Denny one of the sponsors of Senate Si17 81 anc
the other side being a stronghold of antagonists of che Bill and folloters af the
opposition In several instances I have acted as a mediator beteen these tvo
factions
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TABULATIOd OF WTER COrifiISSIOfERS AfvNUAL RESERUOIR REPORTS

Number of Prea of Nigh
District Reservoir 6dater Line Capacity In

Number Reports Irt RcrES Acre Feet

29 28 5210 309404

30 33 701 144269

31 5 2775 131630

32

33 1 50 1200

34 11 2162 53599

46 P

69 7 88 817

TOiALS 85 10986 640919

Estimate Duty of water from storage 088 acre feet

Disri ct

Nnber

29

30

31

32

33

34

46

69

70T1LS

Amount In

Storage
RF 51

306534

27639

94147

1200

45888

816

476224

Number of
Acre Feet

Water Jas
Used

5059

14712

6171

1136

2732i

442

94241

Fi rst Day
Water LJas
Used From

Storage

5169

42669

81969

6769

5169

6269

42669

Last Day
UJater Was
Used From

Storage

103169

10469

101869

92969

101369

9i469

103169

Number oi

Days ater
llas Used

184

163

93

114

102

60

184

Amount In

Storage
PF 111

29047

52548

81609

400

24477

372

453453

Number of
Rcres

Irrigated
From Storaqe

1655

2i670

40550

480

42100

192

106587

u
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TABULATION OF LJATER COMIISSIOPERS ANfVUAL DITCH REPORTS

Average
Total First Day Last Day Number DailyAmount In Capacities Water Was Jater llas Of Days Amoun

District CFS Of Uitches Used Used LJater Used CFS

29 259140 2788 4169 103169 214 318

30 22352 1106 4169 103169 214 2g2

31 95899 1206 41G9 103169 214 510

32 1889 220 41369 102169 182 96

33 99737 942 4169 103169 214 72

34 12643 1500 4169 101569 151 164

46 574 55 4169 103169 210 46

69 14332 106 4769 91469 127 2

TOTALS 843688 7923 4169 103169 214 1415

Duy of Water From Stream 3267 Acre Feet

Number Plumber
Acre Ft Acres

Usecl Irricated

136148 41350

125195 33384

218500 52484

35100 5226

31096 16812

49517 19415

9651 809

56 1315

605771 171795


