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IRRIGATION DIVISION 7 1962

By J R Williams
Division gineEr

inTater Supply

The snow coner and water content at high elevations was abod average

on Apr31 lst and on lay lst Forecasts averaged about 130 percent of average

for stream flow on the assvmption that average precipitation would occur

during the spring and surrmier rnoff period 2his did not occurrand as a

consequeneethe forecasted flows failed to develop The estimate for AnimaS
River at Durango wa 625000 acre feet Prelirninary estimates showl9100

for th pril Septmber period For polores at Uolors he estimate was

350000 and measured flow was 27U00 La Pata at esperus wa 39OOO
reult was 270 The pubished esimates had all the water users feeling

good for a while anywaytntil it was apparent that such flows would not be

reached

Monthlr c Period Flow of Animas River at Drango

ota ota

pril t May s June s 3 Mos July t Aug Sept 6 Mos

19b2 s 8t9U 133S7o s 151G00 369890 72os 2640175 190 710 s

376 0890 1395 s 167600 358010 67100 30770 22880 78760s

1962 s 167 96 90 la3 15 5 77 l02

Dolores Rieer

i962 s 65350 93S10 n3oo 3oi6n 227flo s it2io s 7030 274 i s
ean

76 l6290 107750 85680 23950 529cjs 13560 s 9010 287400

1962 a 1 87 83 96 90 10l 8 95

La Pata River a Hesperus

i962 7110 s 83 a 610 22a10 1900 S9d s 273 s 2680

1981s 5310 s 11010 8810 2516o r 257 1510 1fl5 3029

1962 134 d 7 88 74 33 26 2
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Yerly and Seasoanl Precipitation at Durango

Monthlr Amounts in Inches and Departures
Tota

Oct Nrnr Dee s Jar s Feb March s 6 mons

ins s 258 s o85 i39 o7s 229 s os7 876

1e s 98 07 2l 83 99 62 21
ota o al

s April r May Jiane Jtly Aug Sept 6 Mos s Year

Tns 02l 12 o5t s o53 042 246 53 s lY9

Dep 105 11 s 31 s 128 r 19t 58 s5t9 528 s

Lack of aerage preciitation during the spring arid summer was the principal
crhi

factor in trea flow Th3s was an odd year temperature wise a1go The

winter temperaturswere belc normal particulaxly in December when a steacly dry

cold period damaged fruit tree roses and shrubs About the tenth of February

a warm spell occurred whieh thawed the ice out of the strems and caused some

early unseasonal runoff

vnmer temperatures rere about aeerage as shcm by the weathe reports but

such reports tell only part of the story There were long period of dry windy days

and eold nights 3xi latter part of May and in Junewhich sapped the graund moisture

attd affected the snaw caner at high elevations The last killing freeze in the

spring was on May 2d whieh killed the fruit crop he earliest hard freeze in

the fall was on October 31st

The maximvn stream floa was grii on May llth whieh was earlier thar3

usual Good rairs eame the last week of September which caused some runoff and

enabled the mesa area without reservoir water to get svne stock ponds filled

U5e of Wate

All reservoirs filled with the exeeption of Ground Hog whieh stored 17110

acre feet or 79 Percent of capacity
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Use By Principal Projects in Acre eet

r L

s Amaun tan er rount er Tota Tot oss

s River Acres Reservoir Acres Amount Nvmber Hdg
nTater s Irrigated Water Irrgtd Used Acres Duty

Used s From River Used From a Irrgtd s
p Reservoirs

Pine River 135Elao 46 57lt 68 260 35t99 2p3 700 4657l1 s 438

aneos 26060 12oi1 6280 655 3230 i2oii 269

rv Irco 102020 3500 30200 35o s3220 35000 378

svmmt 2600 5000 7000 5000 9600 500o s i92

rotal 266i2o 955 iIi71o 82a5o 377860 98525 383

he abovenamed pro3ectg used fiftyseven percent of total stream ater in

the division ninettone percen of total reservoir water and irrigated sixty

five perceMt of total acreage reported Such pro3eets diverted 27510 acre feet

more from the streasn5 and 20 af raorer9ervoir water than was used in 1961

h total was 47730 af or fourteeen percent more than in 191 This as due

to a trifl better early stream flow than last yar adequate storag ater

dr weather in the summer

Th amount of water irz sorage as of November lstthis year wag 8050Q af

as compared with 107d00 in 1961 The larger resrvoir have adequate carryover

but the smaller ones were a11 drained in September

Crops

In general the crops over the division were not good due to the cold spring

weather A1z areas report less than average hay yield Sa11 grains did not yield

up to average In the dry farFn areas the bean crop was almosta eomple failure

There is fair ground moisture naw Fall whea looks good and pastures have become

green but anything can happn and probably will between now and next stumnr

evelopmenGs

he construetion of Lemon Dam on Florida tivr is progressing satisfactori7

The earth fill is up fiftyfire feet above the stream bed and ore hundred twenty

feet above the bottom of cut off trench jne hundred sixtytwo feet af dam sti11
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remains to be buil Total yaxdage in the dam will be about three million cubic

yardsThe tunnel is eomplete and the gate shaft Work at the dam is about one

third complete The canal to take rater to praeet land5 is abvut wothir

comple it is expected that it will be done by Apri1 1963 The completion

date on the whole project is January

It looks as though the Animas La Plata Pro3ect and the Dolores Project

are moving along as fast as can beeeeted

Several headgates wasteway structuresand measuring flunes were installd

on ditehes taking water from Florida I P1atatand Ilolores Rivers A total of

forty orders ere sent ou last fall and dtaring las spring for installations

Thirty of these rere on the Dolores River There has not been good compliance

on the Dolores A tvtal of six have been installed

Achninistraticsn

No particularl tough actrninistration pFOblems aros except on the La Plata

which wi11 be covered in a geparate repor here were some complaints un3ustified

in the Mancos area about regulations by the Water Commissioner of priorities Then

some difficulty at Mancos about diversion of domstic water out of prioeit lat

in the suYmner The unior ditch owner have been notified that it will be nec

essary to build stock water tanks and cisterns to provide stock anel domestic

water Senior right crwners have agreed to allow diversions periodically to fill

5ch tanks and citer

Additional deerees are out in Dist 29 whieh have added some to the work

there A new decre is compleed for Dist 32 which is the McElmo Creek area

near Corte2 This wi11 probably require the 5ervices af a Commissioner ne

season There should probably alo be a deputy eommissioner in Dist 34 to work

the Dolore River It may get to be a trifle rough to force eompliance by all

with the headgate and flame ordera Snce some installations were made it may

be that the great maority wi11 fall in line



Tabulation of Water Comm3sioners Annual itch Reports

s uYn er Amount s ota r5 s s s um er A4er zmber s umn es

Ditches s Approp Gapacitys Dag Day Days Daily Acre Acres

t Reported riated s vf s Water Waer Used Anrt Feet s irgtd
Dit S F anals Was Was Used Used From

No S F Used s sed s 5 F Stream

29 s 589 639 s 150 s 100

3o s 68 579 75 Apr15 rro 15 2Y5 231 9990 z62

3 o 712 92z i5 ot i9 is8 392 s 146268 48333

33 s 31 273 377 12 Sept30 1T2 8 16516 11226

3 s 63 859 s 1361 5 30 t 179 38 s 1563 553d

6g llo 69 3 sept t s 12l 19 4696 loll

Totals 32b 3122 l122 Apr 3 Nov ls 227 1030 467570 i51736

No Report from ist 29 Estimated by Division Engineer

Tabulation of Water Commissioners Annua Reservoir Reorts

Part 1
s Niamber sArea o apacity Amount in Amount in

s Reservoirs sIigh Water ir r Storage on x 5torage on
Digt s Reported Line Acres Acre Feet May lst s Nov lst

No s s in Acre Feet t in Acre Feet

q s s 670 1500 1500 s No Reeord

30 5 938 2531 s 9108 19975 s

3i s 3 s 3093 128236 z 57716 5297

33 1 50 120o s 1200 o

34 9 Z51 38 580 s 37l1 10160

69 s s 709 22281 11 s 5079 s

Totais 27 6961 217107 117729 80511

No Repor from D3st 29 Estimated by Division Ehgineer



Tabulation of Water Coissioners Arsnual Reservoir Report5

Part 2

s rst Da Ist Day Nvm er Days Average Number s Number

s Water Was Water Was Water Was Dai1y Acre Feet Acres

Dist s Used From s Used From UseB From Amovnt Used s Used s Srrigater s

No S torage S torage s S toragE a irs 5F s

2g s s s 1500 1500

3p u1y 16 s S ept 1 8 2 s 19 s 10

3i s rt 1 s Oet 1 s 165 s 2l0 68395 3559

33 s MaY 11 s Sept 6 93 55 122 s 413

3 s May 15 ept29 33 196 sas 2121t Lt3631

69 s Jur 2 Sept 55 s 30 3t39 129

otai5 r i oct 5 165 37 i2353 8z3z

Estimated by Division Engineer Does not include release fram Cascade

Reservoir which was used for power Includes 13690 acre fee from Ground

Hog Reervoir in DisE 69

Sunnation of Ditch and Reservoir Reparts

ount sed Amount ged ota oun o er ros

Dist s From Streams From Storage Uged s Acres Headgate
No Acre Feet in Acre Feet s in Acre Feet Irrigated Dutp s

2 9 s ISoflo s 1500 65oa z5 o00 310

30 9994 190 9968o s 21630 s l61

31 ll627o s 68l00 2670 4833o s 4l

33 16520 io2o 1750 r 1123o s 15

3 s 155boo 522o s zo772o s 51540 3

69 s 40o s 37A SoZO s lolo 4096 s

Total 167580 123540 59112fl 151710 39fl
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