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Preliminary nnuaZ keport of Division Engingx

Irrigation vivision 7 955

The past season as the third consecutive lov aater year Lack of

sno cover in the mountins deficientrinfll during tne smmer

except for the month of August and cold eather during the early

manths a11 contributed to deficient vater supply More than the

average amoiu3t of ater aas used fram storage but use from natural

flow as very cieficient Crops ere not more than fifty percen

of average except on lands having aclequate storage vrter for late

use

Stream Flo

April Jv1y ean lor Percent of iean

River Station 10 in AF 1955

Animas Durano 275E 4588a 61

DaloresIoZores 155 286Sd0 54

La PlataHeSpeaS 1538E1 23654 54

PineVallecitv Res 1353 2a114f3 67

Aznounts of Vater in Storage and Used in cr Feet

Name of Caacity ax Amt mount AmQUnt No Acrs

Reervoir in Resvr IIsed onNov15 Irrtd

Vallecito c 1628f 11125Q 72Q13 924Q 350

Graund Ho 2171f7 12Q7 8680 438
35 Q

Narraguine 875 750 10796 0

Stunmit 4 80 5050 500 5Q 5OE7

Jackson Gulch z 10 7 82E7 6 2E10 6E3 7 004

Red esa Z2 80 800 70

Tota1 772743 14574 10348a 4547 8270a

The total amount in storage uas 84 of capacity Numerous small

reservoirs not herein reported make tctal capacity 205003af in

ii a nr i a a r
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Hexevith is Anrual eport of i3ivision Ilzginer Zrrigation

Division Seven for 1955

This supplant the prirninary report ryhieh was given

you in Navember
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NTiUAL RfPORT OF 7IVISINE1GI1V IRRIGAIOIITVISION 7

1955

The accumulated snor deph nd ater content as measured at everal
snow courses on theseveal ter sheds at the beginning of the irigation
season as as follors

No of Sno Iaer Aver No 1955 Flow 1955

Naver Courses epth Content ater Years PercentForecast FIo

ContentRecordofAv of Aver of

Tns Tns Ins Aprlly1 Aver
San Juan

at Rosa 3 6 202 32 19 81 S6 52

Pine at

Val Dam x 1 6a 14 E 74 7 67

Animas a 219

Durana 7 3 119 349 5 4 8 72 63 61

L P1ata
Hesterus 1 29 Jl 14 5 72 69 52 54

olores

at Dolores 3 31 72 128 19 5 7 6 54

The snov course at Granite Peaks had no sno7r as of April lst Pine River
Fow is estimated in relation o Animas and 5an 3uan

he 1955 Fov is from preliminry estimates from AprilSegtember eriod

Precipitation

Station Jan to arch pril to June Ju1Y to Set Total Ins
mt UeF Amt De Amt Dep Amt Dep

Cascade741265 74 562 439 1Q7 577 16 79 18863 382 83

Cortez 37Z69 47 256 a36 88 449 Q36 93 942 241 Sa

Durana418075 85 396 051 113 812 28126 3626 084113

FtLevais448183 73 256 76 77 677 051108 138Z 2f8 87

Tnacio27498c 73 438 105 124 596 048Z9 Z3E 055Z4

Pagosa
Snrins251337 43 328 f274 82 SII 159 76 1a9a 57f3 66

Rico 590214 73 30t3 2 6E 719 101 8f3 16E9515 76

Silverton29932748 444 04Q 92 No Record

Val

Dam 525143 79 549 115 12I 657 301A5 173I 00210
o1f Cr

Pass 1444545 73 745 C38 87 538 279 66 272932 77



A11 stations zn the division reported above averag rainfall during
August Greatest monthly total as 513 ins at Durango axIm as 182 ins
in 24 hours at Cortez on August 14

The preceding tables prove that the records abtained by novJ surveys
nov enable the forecasters to get thin small limits of actuaZ stream flow
for the periods of sno melt The maximttm error in respect to forecasted
flow in thi5 area was six percent for polores River at olores The precig
itation records do not give an accurate guide to runoff robab2y because
of evaporation and ground absdrption faetors The prvailing temperatures
and inds also have a bearing on stream f1Q The average mvnthly temperatures
at Durango during the snow melt period ere

Ionh

Apri1 Mav June Julq

Aver o Tem
at Duxano 426 515 595 651

Departure 25 09 ll I8

The onl nzblished record of wind velocities is at Vallecito Dam
rohich is wel protected as comgare the mesa farm areas There is no

figure available to cornpare vaith avrage but from msmoxy it ras a cold
wandy spring with more than the usua number of dust storms vhieh originate
in New Meco Arizona and Utah and vhich bring in a good sample each tm
of the top soil from the desert areas in those states

The frot free period greater than 28 degrees ras from early June
to the vezy last of September Co1d reather retardec the early crops of
hay and grain and in areas without storage urater fox second crops the
total harcest as decidedly short

The totaZ use of tater fom natural strezns znas 406370 acre feet
This amount as 2276Q acre feet less than aaas used in 1954 The total
use of reservoir water 157E3 acre feet vahich comred rith 9194E3 af
used in 954

The amount remaining in storage on Nov lst was 6716U af as
compared with 8451 af a year ago heservair ater vas used until Nov
15 th ong to dry fa11 weather The first snovV of any consequence came
on Nov 15 which stopped the use of rater excep for domestic purposes

There rere no major irrigation projects started The fuxther develop
ment of land nd vater use in this area nor depends on the approval of
the Uppr Colorado River Development Plan which failed in last sessian
of Congress to obtain approval

The tabu7ated statemsnts of ater Coissioners Ditch and Reservoir
Reports conclude this report
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abulazon of aterGasicers Aruualitcheiorts for 1956
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