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Introduction
Thefollowing reportsummarizestheactivitiesoftheDivision6officeoftheColoradoDivisionof

WaterResourcesin2012 presentsanoverviewoftheadministrationactivitiesthattookplaceduring

boththecalendarandirrigationyear2012 andprovidesstatisticaldataforboththewaterand

irrigationyear2012

Year2012
BasinHydrology
SnowPack
Table1belowshowsthesnowwaterequivalentfortheperiodOctober2011throughMay2012 As

onecansee foreachmonth thesnowwaterequivalentwaswellbelowaverage

TABLE1

EndofMonthSnowWaterEquivalentasPercentofAverage
WaterYear2012

Drainage Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May
LaramieNorthPlatteRiver 72 87 70 68 80 61 36 7
YampaWhiteRiver 59 89 64 64 78 54 32 7

Giventhefactthatthesnowpackin2012wasaslowifnotlowerattimesthanin2002 therewas

causeforagreatdealofconcernabouthowmuchwaterwouldbeavailableforbeneficialusewithin

thebasins

StreamFlows
Asone canimagine giventhewellbelowaveragesnowpack thestreamflowsalsoendedupwell

stststbelowaverage Table2 below showstheJanuary1 March1 andMay1 runoffforecasts

developedbytheNRCSincomparisontotheactualrunoffbetweenApril1andJuly31asmeasured

attheselectedUSGSgaugingstations
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TABLE2

2012RunoffForecastin1000sofAcreFeet

ActualStationName 1Jan 1Mar 1May

Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg

NorthPlattenrNorthgate AprJul 150 61 158 64 30 15 665 28

WhiteRivernrMeeker AprJul 220 76 210 72 137 47 1106 39

LittleSnakeRivernrLily AprJul 260 71 280 77 141 39 1053 30

YampaRivernrMaybell AprJul 700 71 715 72 400 40 3438 36

ProvidedinTable3belowaretheannualrunoffvaluesforthewateryearforthesestationsaswellas

theminimumflowateachstation

Table3

AnnualRunoff

Historic TotalFlow
StationName LowestFlow 2012 Average ofAverage

AF AF AF
NorthPlatteRivernear 66240 139000 311000 45Northgate
WhiteRiverbelowBoise 198400 292800 449400 65Creek
LittleSnakeRiveratLily 79600 184800 415000 45

YampaRivernearMaybell 345300 541900 1129000 48

LowestDailyMean

Minimumon Minimumin DateofStationName Record 2012 cfs Occurrencecfs

NorthPlatteRivernearNorthgate 15 27 Sept 21 2012

WhiteRiverbelowBoiseCreek 78 127 Sept 15 2012

LittleSnakeRiveratLily 00 046 Sept 29 2012

YampaRivernearMaybell 18 38 July2 2012

Asonecanseefromthetwotablesabove the2012annualflowsandminimumdailymeanflowsdid

notdropbelowthehistoricminimums

Page3



Precipitation

Table3belowshowsthemonthlyprecipitationdataforthetownsofWalden MeekerandSteamboat

Springs

Table4

MonthlyPrecipitationDataforSelectedSites
WaterYear2012

Site Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total
Walden 102 070 011 026 049 007 073 068 023 238 076 064 807inches

Avg 115 84 19 42 80 9 68 45 22 186 72 53 70
Meeker 144 111 018 064 045 128 063 000 114 042 000inches

Avg 87 101 20 80 33 91 42 0 88 34 0
Steamboat 124 025 087 293 022 154 075 018 323 058 105inches

Avg 53 11 34 136 11 67 32 13 221 40 61

MonthlyPrecipitationDataforSelectedSites
CalendarYear2012

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Walden 026 049 007 073 068 023 238 076 064 078 021 094 817inches

Avg 42 80 9 68 45 22 186 72 53 88 25 159 71
Meeker 064 045 128 063 000 114 042 000 097 044 196inches

Avg 80 33 91 42 0 88 34 0 59 40 218
Steamboat 087 293 022 154 075 018 323 058 105 156 071 352 1714inches

Avg 34 136 11 67 32 13 221 40 61 81 30 149 71

WaterAdministration
Wateradministrationinwateryear2012wasgreaterthanwhatDivision6typicallyexperiencesduring

normaltoevenslightlybelownormalprecipitationyears IntheNorthPlatteRiverbasinthisincluded

administrationontheMichiganRiverincludingitslargesttributary theIllinoisRiver andseveralother

tributariesoftheNorthPlatteRiver IntheYampaRiverbasinadministrationincluded butwas not

limitedto ournormalcallsonBearRiver theHuntCreeksystems MoraposCreek LittleBearCreek

aswellasacallontheElkRiverwhichextendedforamuchlongerperiodoftimethannormal Inthe

GreenRiverbasin administrationwaslimitedtoTalamantesCreek Finally intheWhiteRiverbasin

administrationwaslimitedtoPiceanceCreekthoughoneofthewatercommissioners didhaveto

workwithwaterusersontheWhiteRiverupstreamofthetownofMeekertoreducetheirexcessive
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diversionstoareasonableamountsothatacallwasnotplaced Acompletelistofthecallsthat

occurredwithinDivision6canbefoundontheCDSSwebsite

OfparticularnotewastheadministrationontheElkRiverin2012 TheElkRiverisaverylarge

tributaryoftheYampaRiverthatenterstheYampaRiverapproximately7milesdownstreamofthe

CityofSteamboatSprings ThegraphbelowshowsthehistoricdailyaverageflowsattheElkRiver

nearMilnergaugestationincomparisontotheYampaRiverflowsattheSteamboatSpringsgauge

station BetweentheSteamboatSpringsgaugestationandtheElkRiverconfluencethereisonlyone

tributaryofnote SodaCreek which entersintotheYampaRiver SodaCreekflowshoweverare

verysmallincomparisontotheElkRiverflows Asonecansee theElkRiverflowsaregreaterthan

theYampaRiverflowsforagoodportionoftheyear

Figure1
HistoricElkRiverFlowsinComparisontoYampaRiverFlows3000
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TherearetwoinstreamflowwaterrightsontheElkRiverintwodifferentreaches however onlyone

ofthesereaches thelowerone isequippedwithagaugingstation ElkRivernearMilner to

measuretheflowsoftheriver Boththesewaterrightsaredecreedintheamountof65cfs In2012

theflowsintheElkRiverattheMilnergaugingstationbegantodipverylowandthusonAugust16

2012theDWRhonoredacallbyCWCBfortheirwaterrightinthelowerreach Despiteagreatdeal
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ofeffortbythewatercommissionertoadministerthecall theflowscontinuedtoremainwellbelow65

cfsforagoodportionofthesummer Manystructuresandwaterrightswereadministeredwithinthe

entireElkRiverbasin someofwhichwereadministeredduetothefactthattheywerenotequipped

withadequatewatercontrolormeasurementstructuresandsomeofwhichbecausetheirwaterrights

weresimplyjuniortotheinstreamflowwaterright Duringthisadministrationprocessitwas

determinedthatupwardsof150structureswerenotequippedwithadequateheadgatesor

measurementdevices includingstaffgagesonponds Effortsarecurrentlybeingmadetoassure

thattheownersofthesestructures comeintocompliancewith 3784112and3784117ofthe

ColoradoRevisedStatutes whichrequiretheownerofaditchoranyotherstructureusedtodivert

waterfromastream toerectandmaintainingoodrepairsuitableandpropermeasurementdevices

ExamplesofinoperableflumesfoundwithintheElkRiverbasin

Pictureofanewlyinstalledwoodenflumeafterditchwasshutoffduring

ElkRiveradministrationduetonothavingameasuringdevice
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ThoughtheYampaRiverhasneverbeensubjecttoadministrationasaresultofacallforwaterbythe

CityofSteamboatSpringsfortheirRecreationalInChannelDiversion RICD waterright itisalways

valuableforthisofficetotracktheflowsthroughthediversionintheeventthepotentialforacallever

arises ThedecreedamountsfortheRICDare 400cfsfromApril15toApril30 650cfsfromMay1

toMay15 1000cfsfromMay16toMay31 1400cfsfromJune1toJune15 650cfsfromJune16to

June30 250cfsfromJuly1toJuly15 100cfsfromJuly16toJuly31and95cfsfromAugust1to

August15 Figure1belowshowstheaveragedailyflowsattheYampaRiverbelowSodaCreek

gaugestationincomparisontothedecreedflows Takenotehoweverthatreservoirreleasesfrom

StagecoachReservoir whicharefurtherdescribedbelow beganonJune28andranthrough

September11atarateofapproximately26cfswiththeexceptionofashorttimeperiodinAugust

August17through23 whenalargeramountofwaterwasreleasedfromthereservoirforusebyTri

StateGenerationandTransmission TriState Asonecansee theflows intheYampaRiver

droppedbelowtheRICDwaterrightamountonMay20andremainedbelowthedecreedamountuntil

July16 Absentthereservoirwaterintroducedintothestreamsystem theflowsintheRiverwould

havebeenrightatorbelowtheRICDwaterrightbeyondJuly16

Figure2
ActualFlowsvs RICDFlows
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Inadditiontoadministrativecalls releasesfromseveralreservoirshadtobeprotected Withthe

exceptionofthenormalreservoirreleasesforirrigationpurposesfromWaldenandMeadowCreek

Reservoirs intheNorthPlatteRiverbasinandStillwater YamcoloandAllenBasinReservoirs that

hadtobeadministeredanddelivered releaseswerealsomadefromStagecoachReservoir Elkhead

CreekReservoir SteamboatLakeandLakeAverythathadtobeprotected Releasesmadefrom

thesereservoirswereall forthemostpart forthepurposeofsustainingenvironmentalflowsasmore

fullydescribedbelow

StagecoachReservoirReleases
Inthespringof2012 UpperYampaWaterConservancyDistrict theownerandoperatorof

StagecoachReservoir andtheColoradoWaterTrust CWT enteredintoacontractfor4000acre

feetofwatertobedeliveredtotheColoradoWaterConservationBoard CWCB instreamflowreach

locatedjustdownstreamofStagecoachReservoir Thistemporaryloanforwaterwasapproved

pursuanttoSection3783105 CRS Becausethisinstreamflowreachconsistsofonlyasixmile

stretchoftheYampaRiverbetweenStagecoachReservoirandLakeCatamountandCWTsdesireto

trytokeepasmuchofthe4000acrefeetofwaterintheRiveraspossible they CWT alsoentered

intoacontractwithTriState TriState ownsapowerplantlocatedjustdownstreamoftheCityof

CraigontheYampaRiverandisthefurthestmostdownstreamwateruserwithintheUpperYampa

WaterConservancyDistrictsboundary

DespitethefactthattheloanforwaterwasnotapprovedbyDWRuntilJuly11 2012 reservoir

releasesunderthiscontractbeganonJune28atarateof26cfs duetothelowwaterconditionson

theYampaRiver Thisreleaseofwateratarateof26cfscontinuedthroughSeptember11 However

throughoutmostofthistimeframe DWRdidnotprotectthereservoirwaterdowntoTriState The

reasonforthiswasbecauseTriStateownsseveraldirectflowwaterrightsfromtheYampaRiver

whicharenotonlyseniortowaterrightsdecreedtoStagecoachReservoirbutthatwerealsoavailable

andinpriorityfortheirdiversion ReleasesfromtheStagecoachReservoirundertheCWTcontract

withTriStatewereonlyprotected betweenAugust31 andSeptember11 whentheYampaRiver

flowsatTriStatehaddroppedconsiderablylow

Thedivisionengineerparticipatedinweeklyconferencecallstofirstdiscussandcometoan

agreementonwhenitwouldbeappropriateforDWRtoprotecttheseflowsandtoalsodiscussthe

conditionsoftheriver ItwasultimatelydecidedthatwhentheamountofnaturalflowintheYampa

RiverattheCraiggaugingstationwasnearorbelow50cfsthatDWRwouldbegintheprotectionof

thewaterreleasedundertheCWTcontract WaterintheYampaRiverattheCraiggaugingstation
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consistedofnaturalflowandreservoirwaterreleasedfromElkheadCreekReservoir andthusto

determinethenaturalflowintheRiveratthissite thereservoirwaterhadtobesubtracted This50

cfswasbasedontheaveragediversionsoccurringdownstreamofTriStateunderwaterrightssenior

toTriStateswaterrights Theintentwastotrytominimizethepotentialofadownstreamcallthat

wouldresultinTriStateswaterrightsbeingoutofpriority resultinginthemnotbeingabletodivert

wateruntilsuchtimethatwewereabletogetreservoirwaterdowntotheirpowerplant Becausethe

useofwaterforcoolingisvitalintheoperationoftheplant itiscriticalthatTriStatebeabletodivert

andusewaterdaily

ElkheadCreekReservoir

ReleasesweremadefromElkheadCreekReservoirbetweenJuly2 2012andOctober9 2012 A

totalof6580acrefeetofwaterwasreleasedduringthistimeforthepurposeofinriverfishhabitat

andriverflowmaintenanceandenhancement underthe UpperColoradoRiverEndangeredFish

RecoveryImplementationProgram RecoveryProgram The RecoveryProgram typicallyrequests

thatreleasesfromtheendangeredfishpoolinElkheadCreekReservoirbemadewhenflowsinthe

YampaRiverattheMaybellgaugingstationfalltowithin93 134cfs whichtypicallycanoccur

betweenAugustandOctober HoweveronJuly2 2012 thedailyaverageflowintheYampaRiverat

Maybelldroppedto38cfsandthusreleasesbeganearlierthannormal

Asinthepast thereservoirwaterwasprotectedbythisofficetoandthroughtheCriticalHabitat

Reach Thewatercommissionervisitedallstructuresdivertingwaterpriortothereleasebeingmade

inordertolowertheirheadgates whereapplicable andtake noteoftheamountofwaterbeing

diverted Thesestructureswerethenvisitedonceperweekforeveryweekthereservoirreleases

werebeingmade Thedivisionengineeralsoparticipatedinweeklyconferencecallsbetween

RecoveryProgramstaffandallotherinterestedstakeholderstodiscusstheriverconditionsand

determinewhetheranadjustmenttothereleasewasneeded

SteamboatLake

SteamboatLakeislocatedonWillowCreekoftheElkRiver bothofwhichhaveinstreamflowwater

rightsdecreedtothem TheWillowCreekinstreamflowwaterrightlocateddirectlybelowSteamboat

Lakeisdecreedintheamountof50cfs Foracoupleyearsnow ColoradoParksandWildlife

CPW theownerand operatorofSteamboatLakehasvoluntarilyreleased50cfsfromtheLake

regardlessoftheinflowsintothereservoir soastoavoidacallfromCWCBfortheirinstreamflow

waterright
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Asmentionedabove thereis alsotwoinstreamflowwaterrightsontheElkRiver decreedinthe

amountof65cfs Alsoasmentionedabove theflowsintheElkRiverattheMilnergaugingstation

werewellbelow65cfsforagoodportionofthesummer andasaresultofthis inthefallof2012

whenMountainWhitefish whicharenativeonlytotheYampaandWhiteRiversintheStateof

Colorado begantomigrateuptheElkRivertospawn therewasaconcernthatthefishcouldnotget

upthroughthereachesoftheElkRiver Figure3belowdepictsjusthowlowtheElkRiverflows

dropped

Figure3
ElkRiverFlowsandSteamboatLakeRelease
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ItwasultimatelydeterminedbyCPWthattheminimumflowsnecessarytoconnectpoolsandallow

fishtomigrateupstreamwas65cfs Becausethereisover3000acrefeet ofwaterdecreedto

SteamboatLakeforinstreamflowpurposes releasesfromtheLakebeganonSeptember28atarate

ofapproximately20cfs whichwaslaterincreasedto30cfsbeforebeingslowlyreducedbacktothe

minimum50cfs whichoccurredwhentherewassomeprecipitationinthebasinthatresultedinthe
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ElkRiverrisingwellabove65cfs ReleasesweremadebetweenSeptember28andOctober20fora

totalofapproximately600acrefeet

MountainWhitefishfoundinElkRiver

Ultimatelyatotalofapproximately11100 acrefeet ofwaterwasreleasedfortheseenvironmental

purposesintheYampaRiverbasinin2012 Bywayofcomparison approximately12600acrefeet

wasreleasedforirrigationpurposesintheYampaRiverbasin

GroundwaterandWellPermitting
Therewerenounusualgroundwateradministrativeorwellpermittingissuesin2012

CompactsandInterStateAgreements
FollowingisadescriptionoftheinterstatecompactsandagreementsadministeredbyDivision6

UpperColoradoRiverCompact

UnderArticleXIII a oftheUpperColoradoRiverCompact theStateofColoradowillnotcausethe

flowoftheYampaRiverattheMaybellgaugetobedepletedbelowanaggregateamountof

5000000acrefeetforanyperiodoftenconsecutiveyears Theannualrunoffforwateryear2012at

thisgaugewas541900 acrefeetandthetenyear 2003to2012 aggregate flowwas11493700

acrefeet obviouslywellabovethatrequiredunderArticleXIII a

TheLittleSnakeRiverisadministeredjointlywiththeStateofWyomingduringtimesofshortage

pursuanttoArticleXIoftheUpperColoradoRiverCompact Thoughtherewasmuchinterestbytwo

ColoradowaterusersonthelowerpartoftheLittleSnakeRivertoplaceacallforwater nocallwas

evermadeinwateryear2012 HadwaternotbeenavailablefromHighSavoryReservoirlocatedin

Wyominghowever thelikelihoodofacallwouldhavebeenhigh

Page11



Nebraskav Wyoming US SupremeCourtDecree

UndertheNorthPlatteRiverDecree Coloradoislimitedtoatotalof145000acresofirrigation no

morethan17000acrefeetperyearofstorageforirrigationpurposesandnomorethan60000acre

feetoftransmountaindiversionsinanyperiodoftenconsecutiveyearsfromtheNorthPlattedrainage

ofColorado Inwateryear2012 atotalof81922 acreswereirrigatedand7753 acrefeetwere

storedforirrigationpurposes Transmountaindiversionsoutofthebasintotaled1549acrefeet The

tenyeartotaltransmountaindiversionsoutofthebasinwere42667acrefeet Noneofthelimitations

oftheSupremeCourtDecreewereexceededin2012 ADivision6representativewasabletoattend

theNorthPlatteDecreeCommitteemeetings heldinScottsbluff NebraskainApril2012and

Torrington WyominginOctober2012

Lastyearasubstantialamountofeffortwasputforthtoestablishaconsistent mannerinwhichto

determinethenumberofacresirrigatedeachyearwithintheNorthPlatteRiverbasinofColorado In

thepast thenumberofacresirrigatedeachyearwasdeterminedbyadjustingwhatthewater

commissionersknewtobeabasenumberofacresirrigatedundereachditchtowhattheybelievedto

beoccurringinthefieldthatyear AfterajointeffortwiththeCWCB masterirrigatedacresmaps

weredevelopedbasedon2010aerialphotography Thesemapswerethengiven tothewater

commissionerstoreviewandprovide comments Oncethewatercommissioners commentswere

incorporatedintothemaps the2010mapswereusedasabasefordeterminingthenumberofacres

irrigatedin2011andagainin2012 Theirrigatedacreageforeachoftheseyearswasdevelopedby

overlayingthe2010irrigatedacresmap over several differentsetsofsatelliteimagery takenat

varioustimesduringthesummertodetermineanychangesinirrigation Thismethodologyisbelieved

tobemuchmoreaccurateandwillcontinuetobeusedinfutureyears

PotCreekMOU

PotCreekisasmalltributaryoftheGreenRiver theheadwatersofwhichareinUtahandenterthe

GreenRiverinColorado PotCreekwaterisapportionedamongtheusersofUtahandColorado

underaMemorandumofUnderstanding MOU lastupdatedandsigned bytheStateEngineersof

UtahandColoradoonMarch1 2005 TherewasnoadministrationofthewatersofPotCreekin

2012

DivisionHighlights
LysimeterProject
InSeptemberof2010 agrantthroughtheYampaWhiteRoundtableprocesswasawardedtothe

DWRandColoradoClimateCenterintheamountofapproximately 20000toinstallnewlysimeter
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plotsandaweatherstation Thisofficediscontinued theoperationandmaintenanceoftheCYCC

lysimetersitepriortothespringof2011withthethoughtthatthenewlysimeterplots locatedonthe

CarpenterRanchnearHayden Colorado wouldbeinstalledandoperationalbylatespring Itwas

notuntilNovember2011howeverbeforeDWRandtheColoradoClimateCenterwereabletomove

forwardwiththeinstallationoftheweatherstationandconstructionofthelysimeterplots InApril

2012 thefinaltouchesoftheinstallationofweatherstationwerecompletedbytheColoradoClimate

CenterandconstructionoflysimeterplotsandbucketswerecompletedbyDWR

Fourplotswereconstructedatthelysimetersite twoofwhichwerecompletedwithsodfromthe

surroundinggrassmeadow andtheothertwoseededwitha Inthehardystrainoforchardgrass

summerof2012 theseplotswerethenwatered andweighedonetotwotimesperweek

Unfortunatelyduetoseveralmistakesmadeintheoperationandmaintenanceoftheplots equipment

malfunctionandotherunfortunatehappeningssuchascowsgettingintotheplotareaandeatingthe

grass noreasonabledatawasobtainedand2012hadtobechalkedupasalearningyear With

betterequipmentandabetterunderstandingofhowtomaintaintheplots welooktowardcollecting

somegooddatain2013 Followingaresomepicturesoftheplotstakenin2012
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AbandonmentProcess

TheDivisionEngineers2010AbandonmentList List includedatotalof218waterrights After

objectionswerereceivedandrespondedtoafteragreatdealofinvestigation theRevised

AbandonmentListwaspreparedandfiledwiththeWaterCourtonDecember21 2011 whichwas

assignedCaseNo 11CW37 Intotal 201waterrightswereincludedontheRevisedAbandonment

Listeitherinwholeorinpart Anypersonthenwishingtoprotesttheinclusionofawaterrightonthe

RevisedAbandonmentListwastofileawrittenprotestwiththeWaterCourtbyJune30 2012 In

total 29protestswerefiledwiththeCourt eachofwhichwasassignedaseparatecasenumber

Betweenthese29protests atotalof40waterrightswereprotested Thedivision engineerand

AttorneyGeneralsOfficecontinuetoworkwiththeProtestants toresolvetheircasesandasofMay

2013 19ofthe29caseshadbeenresolved Table5 below showsthenumberofwaterrightsonthe

RevisedAbandonmentListineachwaterdistrictandthenumberofwaterrightsprotested
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Table5

NumberofWaterRightsonRevisedAbandonmentList
VersusNumberofWaterRightsProtested

WaterDistrict NumberofWater NumberofWater ofTotal

RightsonList RightsProtested Protested

43 13 2 15

44 15 1 7

47 70 26 37

54 6 0 0

55 2 0 0

56 5 0 0

57 37 5 14

58 53 6 11

Total 201 40 20

Intheresolutionoftheprotestcases inmostinstances theamountofwaterincludedonthe

abandonmentlistisbeingreduced althoughtherehavebeensomecaseswhereawaterrightwas

removedfromthelistaltogetheraswellassomecaseswheretheprotestwaswithdrawn inwhich

casenochangestotheabandonmentlisthavebeenmade

ImportantCourtCases
WaterCourtCaseNo 08CW89

InDivision6WaterCourtCaseNo 08CW89 RaftopoulosBrothersrequestedtheCourtawardthree

newconditionalsurfacewaterrights twonewconditionalwaterstoragerightsandvariouschangesof

waterrights VermillionRanchopposedthecaseandthecaseultimatelywenttotrialonJune7

2010 AfterthedecreewasenteredbytheCourt VermillionRanchthenappealedthedecisionsby

theWaterCourt suchappealwasassignedCaseNo 11SA86 AhearingbeforetheSupremeCourt

washeldonJanuary24 2012 TheissuesraisedonappealbyVermillionRanchwerewhetherthe

trialcourtproperlyinterpretedthewaterdecreesthatwereatissueinthewatercourtproceeding

whetherthetrailcourtproperlyconcludedthatabeneficialusenotusedforaperiodofmorethan

thirty yearswasnotabandoned whethertheterm andotherbeneficialpurposes inthewater

decreesthatwereatissueinthewatercourtproceedingisambiguousonitsface whetherthetrial

courtproperlyinterpretedtheterm andallotherbeneficialpurposes byincludinganenumerated

use andwhetheranapplicantinawatercourtproceedingforachangeofwaterrighthastheburden
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toquantifythehistoricconsumptiveuseforalldecreeduses AsofMay2013 nodecisionhasbeen

renderedbytheSupremeCourt TheStateandDivisionEngineerswerenotopposersinCaseNo

08CW89andthusdidnotparticipateinthehearingbeforetheSupremeCourt

WaterCourtCaseNos 09CW48and09CW50

TheYellowJacketWaterConservancyDistrict YJWCD hasbeenalongtimeholderof several

conditionalwaterrightswithintheYampaandWhiteRiverbasins andgiventhefactthatthey

appearedtohavenoplanwhatsoevertodeveloptheserights whentheycameupfordiligencein

2008and2009 severalpartiesfiledstatementsofopposition includingtheStateandDivision

Engineers Morespecifically YJWCDownedmultipleconditionalsurfacewaterrightstotaling2275

cfsandmultiple conditionalwaterstoragerightstotaling278340 acrefeet allofwhichwere

adjudicatedbetween1966and1981 TherewerefourdiligenceapplicationsfiledwiththeCourteach

withdifferentwaterrightsinvolvedandtwoofthesecaseshavecometoaconclusionwiththe

cancellationofthewaterrights Specifically allofthewaterrightslocatedintheYampaRiverbasin

andtwowaterrightslocatedintheWhiteRiverbasinhavebeencancelled nowleavingtheYJWCD

with1200cfsand141533acre feetofconditionalwaterrightsremainingintheWhiteRiverbasin

ThesewaterrightsarethesubjectofCaseNos 09CW48and09CW50

Inthesetwocasesalloftheopposers withtheexceptionoftheStateandDivisionEngineers jointly

filedamotionforsummaryjudgmentwiththeWaterCourtinApril2011arguingthatYJWCDlacked

thelegallyrequiredquorumtoconductDistrictbusinessin2009beforethediligenceapplicationswere

filed YJWCDssecretaryattorneydidnothavetheauthoritytofilethediligenceapplications the

YJWCDboardofdirectorslackedtheintenttomaintaintheconditionalwaterrightswhicharethe

subjectofCaseNos 09CW48and09CW50 andassuchthewaterrightsshouldbecancelled

Ultimately theCourtagreedwiththeseargumentsandcancelledtheconditionalwaterrights

YJWCDlaterappealedthisdecisiontotheSupremeCourtwhichwasassignedCaseNo 11SA306

TheSupremeCourtheardoralargumentsonthematteronNovember7 2012 AsofMay2013 no

decisionbytheSupremeCourthasbeenrendered

TheStateandDivisionEngineerhavenotbeenactivelyinvolvedinthecasesincethemotionwas

filed HoweveriftheSupremeCourtoverturnsthelowercourtsdecision theywillbecomeactive

againasYJWCDhasyettoovercometheirburdenofproofthatthesewaterrightscanandwillbe

developedandthatthewaterrightshavenotbecomespeculativeovertime
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InvolvementintheWaterUserCommunity
TheDivision6staffcontinuestoassistthepublicinpreparingWaterCourtandwellpermit

applications byproviding waterrightanddiversionrecordinformation byprovidinginformationon

properselectionandinstallationofwatermeasuringdevices andbyproviding assistancetodam

ownerswithcompletingNoticesofIntenttoConstructNonJurisdictionalDams LivestockWaterTank

PermitsandEmergencyActionPlans TheDivision6fieldofficeinCraigcontinuestobeavitalaspect

ofourpublicrelations

FollowingisalistofmeetingsattendedbyDivision6staffin2012 Thislistisnotmeanttobeall

inclusive butratherprovideanideaofthetypesofmeetingsattended

NorthPlatteDecreeCommitteemeetinginScottsbluff NE

NorthPlatteDecreeCommitteemeetinginTorrington WY

AnnualmeetingofthePotCreekDistributionSysteminVernal UT

AllboardmeetingsheldbytheUpperYampaWaterConservancyDistrict

TwoboardmeetingsheldbytheYellowJacketWaterConservancyDistrict

TheLittleSnakeRiverWaterConservancyDistrictsannualmeeting

BearRiverIrrigatorsannualmeeting

StillwaterDitchCompanyannualmeeting

MichiganRiverWaterConservancyDistrictsannualmeeting

WaldenReservoirCompanysannualmeeting

RouttCountyCattlemansAssociationannualmeeting

AllRoundtablemeetingsfortheYampaWhiteRiverandNorthPlatteRiver

FouremployeesattendedtheCWOAannualconferenceinSouthFork

Inadditiontotheabove Division6staffheldtwopublicmeetingstodiscusswateradministrationand
therequirementofcontrolstructuresandmeasurementdevices Oneofthesemeetingswasahuge
successwithwellover50peopleattending
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