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Introduction
ThisreportsummarizestheactivitiesoftheDivision6officeoftheColoradoDivisionofWater
Resourcesin2011 Itpresentsanoverviewoftheadministrationactivitiesthattookplaceduringboth
thecalendarandirrigationyear2011andstatisticaldataforboththewaterandirrigationyear2011

Year2011
BasinHydrology
SnowPack

Table1belowshowsthesnowwaterequivalentfortheperiodOctober2010throughMay2011 For

eachmonth thesnowwaterequivalentwaswellaboveaverage

TABLE1

EndofMonthSnowWaterEquivalentasPercentofAverage
WaterYear2011

Drainage Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May
NorthPlatteRiver 213 147 151 134 133 137 164 273
YampaWhite 159 134 146 124 125 128 163 272River

ThehighestsnowdepthandsnowwaterequivalenteverrecordedinthestateofColoradowas

measuredattheendofMayatjustover79inchesofwaterataSNOTEL sitejustnortheastof

SteamboatSprings referredtoastheTowersite Followingisapictureofthesnowdepthbeing

scientificallymeasured inthevicinityofthissite



Additionally thesnowwaterequivalentasreportedonJune30 2011waswellaboveaverageat

828 ofaveragefortheNorthPlatteRiverbasinand283 ofaveragefortheYampaandWhite

Riverbasins

StreamFlows

Asonecanimaginegiventhesubstantialamountofsnowfallthatfellthroughoutthefall winterand

springmonths therunoffwassubstantial However MotherNaturewaskindinkeepingtemperatures

mildsothatthemeltingoccurredslowlyandtherewasnoflooding thatwasconsideredoutofthe
stststordinary Table2showstheJanuary1 March1 andMay1 runoffforecastsdevelopedbythe

NRCSincomparisontotheactualrunoffbetweenApril1andJuly31asmeasuredattheselected

USGSgaugingstations

TABLE2

2011RunoffForecastin1000sofAcreFeet

ActualStationName 1Jan 1Mar 1May

Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg

NorthPlattenrNorthgate AprJul 365 149 360 147 450 220 622 263

WhiteRivernrMeeker AprJul 335 116 330 114 460 148 514 184

LittleSnakeRivernrLily AprJul 435 119 470 129 790 216 893 258

YampaRivernrMaybell AprJul 1280 129 1350 136 1930 195 2010 213

ProvidedinTable3belowaretheannualrunoffvaluesforthewateryearforthesestationsaswellas

thepeakflowateachstation

Table3

AnnualRunoff

Maximum TotalFlow
StationName OfRecord 2011 Average ofAverage

AF AF AF
NorthPlatteRivernear 635900 728700 312800 233Northgate
WhiteRiverbelowBoise 973700 753100 531500 142Creek
LittleSnakeRiveratLily 906400 1008000 417600 241

YampaRivernearMaybell 2190000 2247000 1135000 198



PeakFlowRateandDateofOccurrence

PeakofRecord PeakFlowinStationName Datecfs 2011 cfs

NorthPlatteRivernearNorthgate 6720 5110 June10

WhiteRiverbelowBoiseCreek 6440 5170 June8

LittleSnakeRiveratLily 16700 10300 June9

YampaRivernearMaybell 25100 20300 June9

Thoughthepeakflowsdidnotexceedthehistoricpeakofrecordatanyofthesesites theannual

volumeofwaterrecordedatthesesitesinwateryear2011didexceedthehistoricannualmaximum

withtheexceptionoftheannualflowattheWhiteRiverbelowBoiseCreekstation

Precipitation
Table3belowshowsthemonthlyprecipitationdataforthetownsofWalden MeekerandSteamboat

Springs

Table4

MonthlyPrecipitationDataforSelectedSites
WaterYear2011

Site Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total
Walden 211 068 101 032 080 046 209 084 023 321 081 087 1343inches

Avg 237 82 171 52 131 56 195 56 22 251 77 72 117
Meeker 204 161 178 05 121 183 271 268 053 267 122inches

Avg 124 146 198 62 161 136 194 179 53 205 98
Steamboat 484 233 314 207 304 547 266 078 352 068 290inches

Avg 252 99 132 80 141 237 115 55 241 47 169

MonthlyPrecipitationDataforSelectedSites
CalendarYear2011

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Walden 032 080 046 209 084 023 321 081 087 102 070 011 1146inches

Avg 52 131 56 195 56 22 251 77 72 115 84 19 100
Meeker 05 121 183 271 268 053 267 122 144 111 018inches

Avg 62 161 136 194 179 53 205 98 87 101 20
Steamboat 207 304 547 266 078 352 068 290 124 025inches

Avg 80 141 237 115 55 241 47 169 53 11



WaterAdministration
Wateradministrationinwateryear2011wasunusualwithregardtotwostreamsystemsinparticular

BoththeBearRiverandtheHuntCreeksystemswereNOTunderadministrationin2011 Thiswas

thefirsttimeinover20yearsthatBearRiverhadnotbeensubjecttoadministration Administration

wasactuallylimitedtotwostreamsystems WestFishCreekofFishCreekofTroutCreekand

TalamantesCreekofVermillionCreekoftheGreenRiver

ThoughtheadministrationonTalamantesCreekalwayspresentsitsownchallenges in2011these

challengeswereminimizedwithmorewatertogoaround Anewgaugingstationhasbeeninstalled

onTalamantesCreekwhichwillhopefullyassistinouradministrationeffortsonthesystem

ReleasesweremadefromElkheadCreekReservoirin2011 Areleaseof3520AFwasmade

betweenAugust18andAugust21fromElkheadCreekReservoir TheUpperColoradoRiver

EndangeredFishRecoveryImplementationProgram RecoveryProgram wasconductingadditional

studiestoobservetheeffectsofsuchincreasedflowsandthenonnativespecies Becausethere

wasmorethansufficientwaterintheYampaRiverandthereleasewassolelyforstudypurposes the

releaseswerenotprotectedbythisoffice

TheUpperYampaWaterConservancyDistrictbeganconstructionofa4footraisetothespillwayof

StagecoachReservoirinSeptember2010 Theprojectwasfullycompletedin2011andthereservoir

wasfilledtoitscapacityandspilledinJune2011

InMarch2006theWaterCourtdecreed theCityofSteamboatSprings RecreationalInChannel

Diversion RICD waterrightandinpreviousannualreports thisofficehasreportedontheflows

throughthisreachandwe constantlytracksuch flowsintheeventtheydropbelowthedecreed

amounts Thedecreedamountsforthiswaterrightare 400cfsfromApril15toApril30 650cfsfrom

May1toMay15 1000cfsfromMay16toMay31 1400cfsfromJune1toJune15 650cfsfrom

June16toJune30 250cfsfromJuly1toJuly15 100cfsfromJuly16toJuly31and95cfsfrom

August1toAugust15 TheYampaRiveratthelocationoftheRICDstructuresneverdroppedbelow

thedecreedamountsbetweenApril15andAugust15 Figure1belowshowstheaveragedailyflows

attheYampaRiveratSteamboatSprings gagestation thesedailyflowsplusanadditional20

assumedbytheCityofSteamboatSpringsintheWaterCourtapplicationasbeingthoseflows

contributingfromSodaandButcherknifeCreeks betweenthe YampaRiveratSteamboatSprings

gageandtheRICDstructures flowsattheYampaRiverbelowSodaCreekgage andthedecreed

flows
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GroundwaterandWellPermitting
Therewerenounusualgroundwateradministrativeissuesin2011

CompactsandInterStateAgreements
FollowingisadescriptionoftheinterstatecompactsandagreementsadministeredbyDivision6

UpperColoradoRiverCompact

UnderArticleXIII a oftheUpperColoradoRiverCompact theStateofColoradowillnotcausethe

flowoftheYampaRiverattheMaybellgagetobedepletedbelowanaggregateamountof5000000

acrefeetforanyperiodoftenconsecutiveyears Theannualrunoffforwateryear2011atthisgage

was2247000acrefeetand thetenyear 2002to2011 aggregate flowwas11315700acrefeet

obviouslywellabovethatrequiredunderArticleXIII a

TheLittleSnakeRiverisadministeredjointlywiththeStateofWyomingduringtimesofshortage

pursuanttoArticleXIoftheUpperColoradoRiverCompact TherewerenocallsplacedontheLittle

SnakeRiverinwateryear2011



Nebraskav Wyoming US SupremeCourtDecree

UndertheNorthPlatteRiverDecree Coloradoislimitedtoatotalof145000acresofirrigation no

morethan17000acrefeetperyearofstorageforirrigationpurposesandnomorethan60000acre

feetoftransmountaindiversionsinanyperiodoftenconsecutiveyearsfromtheNorthPlattedrainage

ofColorado Inwateryear2011 atotalof116674 acreswereirrigatedand6620 acrefeetwere

storedforirrigationpurposes Transmountaindiversionsoutofthebasintotaled641acrefeet The

tenyeartotaltransmountaindiversionsoutofthebasinwere42616acrefeet Noneofthelimitations

oftheSupremeCourtDecreewereexceededin2011 ADivision6representativewasabletoattend

theNorthPlatteDecreeCommitteemeetingheldinTorrington WyominginOctober2011 butwas

unabletoattendthemeetingheldinScottsbluff NebraskainApril2011duetoweatherconditions

Asubstantialamountofeffortwasputforththisyeartoestablishaconsistent mannerinwhichto

determinethenumberofacresirrigatedeachyearwithintheNorthPlatteRiverbasinofColorado In

thepast thenumberofacresirrigatedeachyearwasdeterminedbyadjustingwhatthewater

commissionersknewtobeabasenumberofacresirrigatedundereachditchtowhattheybelieved

wasoccurringinthefieldthatyear Howeverthisyear inajointeffortwiththeCWCB master

irrigatedacresmapsweredevelopedbasedon2010aerialphotography Thesemapswerethen

providedtothewatercommissionerstoQAQC Oncethecommentsprovidedbythewater

commissionerswereincorporatedintothemaps the2010mapswereusedasabasefordetermining

theirrigatedacresfor2011 The2011irrigatedacreagewasdevelopedbyoverlayingthe2010

irrigatedacresmapoverthreedifferentsetsofaerialphotostakenatvarioustimesduringthesummer

todetermineanychangesinirrigation Thismethodologyisbelievedtobemuchmoreaccurateand

willcontinuetobeusedinfutureyears

PotCreekMOU

PotCreekisasmalltributaryoftheGreenRiver theheadwatersofwhichareinUtahandenterthe

GreenRiverin Colorado PotCreekwaterisapportionedamongtheusersofUtahandColorado

underaMemorandumofUnderstanding MOU lastupdatedandsigned bytheStateEngineersof

UtahandColoradoonMarch1 2005 PotCreekwasadministeredin2011pursuanttotheMOU

withnosubstantiveissues

DivisionHighlights
LysimeterProject
TheDivision6officeandColoradoClimateCentersubmittedagrantapplicationtotheYampaWhite

Roundtableforfunds intheamountofapproximately 20000toinstallnewlysimeterplotsanda

weatherstation andthegrantwasawardedinSeptember2010 Thisofficediscontinued the

operationandmaintenanceoftheCYCClysimetersitein2011withthethoughtthatthenewlysimeter



plots whicharetobelocatedontheCarpenterRanchnearHayden Colorado wouldbeinstalledand

operational bylatespring ItwasnotuntilNovember2011howeverbeforewewereabletogeta

signedcontractbetweenTheNatureConservancy ColoradoClimateCenterandtheDivisionof

WaterResources toallowaccessanduseoftheproperty Withthesignedcontractcomplete the

weatherstationwasinstalledandconstructionofthelysimeterplots began Thefollowingphotos

showsomeoftheconstructionthatoccurredin2011

AsofNovember2011 theweatherstationhasbeenfullyoperationalandasofApril2012 the

lysimeterplotshavebeenfullyoperational

AbandonmentProcess

TheDivisionEngineers2010AbandonmentList List orInitialAbandonmentListincludedatotalof

218waterrightsasshowninTable5 below PursuanttoSection 37924013 oftheColorado

RevisedStatutes anypersonwishingtoobjecttotheinclusionofanyabsolutewaterrightorportion

thereofinthedecennialabandonmentlisthadtofileastatementofobjectionwiththedivision

engineernolaterthanJuly1 2011 Intotaltherewere93objectionsfiledwhichincluded127water

rights Thisofficeinvestedagreatdealoftimeinvestigatingthewaterrightsobjectedto todetermine

whetherornottheyshouldberemovedfromthisListanddetailedletterswerewritteninresponseto

theobjections outliningandfullyexplaining thereasonsforourultimatedecision Onceallofthe

objectionshadbeenaddressed wewereabletoproducetheRevisedAbandonmentList Revised

List whichwasfiledwiththeWaterCourton December21 2011and wasassignedCaseNo

11CW37 Intotal 201waterrightswereincludedontheRevisedListeitherinwholeorinpart



Table5

NumberofWaterRightsonAbandonmentListand
NumberofWaterRightsObjectedTo

WaterDistrict NumberofWater NumberofWater ofTotal

RightsonList RightsonList ObjectedTo

ObjectedTo

43 16 10 56

44 17 9 53

47 85 70 82

54 6 3 50

55 3 1 33

56 6 1 17

57 27 12 44

58 58 22 38

Total 218 127 58

Ownersofthe201waterrightsincludedontheRevisedListhaveuntilJune30 2012tofileaprotest

withtheCourt

AsonecanseeinTable5 therewereasubstantialnumberofobjectionstowaterrightsincludedon

theListinDistrict47 Earlyin2011 theJacksonCounty WaterConservancyDistrict JCWCD

submittedalettertothisofficeexpressingtheiropinionthatmuchlikethepreNovember24 1922

waterrightswithintheColoradoRiverbasinwereremovedfromtheList waterrights appropriated

withintheNorthPlatteRiverbasinpriortothe1953decreeinNebraskav Wyoming Decree should

alsoberemoved TheColoradoRiverCompactspecificallystatesthatpresentperfectedrightstothe

beneficialuseofwateroftheColoradoRiverSystemareunimpairedbythiscompactandtheUpper

ColoradoRiverCompactstates thatintheeventofcurtailment useofwaterunderrightsperfected

priortoNovember24 1922shallbeexcluded UnliketheColoradoRiverCompact neitherthe

DecreenorthePlatteRiverRecoveryImplementationProgram PRRIP excludepre1953water

rightsfromcurtailment ThewaterusersintheNorthPlatteRiverbasinarenotprecludedfrom

obtainingnewwaterrightsforirrigationpurposeswhilestillfallingwithinthelimitationsetforthinboth

theDecreeandPRRIP Upuntilthepointwhere134467acresoflandareirrigatedintheNorth

PlatteRiverbasinanyonecanobtainanewwaterrightforirrigationpurposes Theaveragenumber

ofacresirrigatedinthelast30yearsintheNorthPlatteRiverbasinis111248withamaximumof

117463acresandaminimumof66385acresin2002 Ultimately theStateEngineerandDivision

Engineerdidnotconcurwiththisargumentandthusdidnotremoveanywaterrightsbasedit



Additionally theJCWCD adoptedaresolutiontocreateaWaterConservationProgrampursuantto

CRS 37831051 wherebyanownerofawaterrightdecreedandusedsolelyforagricultural

irrigationpurposesmayloanalloraportionofthewaterrighttoanotherownerofadecreedwater

rightonthesamestreamsystem anditisusedsolelyforagriculturalpurposesfornomorethanone

hundredeightydaysduringanyonecalendaryearifthedivisionengineerapprovessuchloan In

orderforthedivisionengineertodeterminewhetherinjurywilloccur theproponentmustfilearequest

forapprovaloftheloan Oneofthecomponentsoftheapprovalprocessistherequirementthatthe

proponentprovideareasonableestimateofthehistoricconsumptiveuseoftheloanedwater This

effortwasalsodoneinanattempttogetallofthesurfacewaterrightsdecreedforirrigationremoved

fromtheList GiventhefactthatthewaterrightsofconcernareontheListinwholeorinpartthere

wouldbenohistoricconsumptiveusecreditavailableforaminimumofthelast10years Though

StateEngineerandDivisionEngineerbelievedthisProgrammaybeworthpursuinginthefuture we

alsobelieveditshouldnotberetroactive Thatistosaythatwedidnotfeelittobeappropriatetotoll

waterrightswhichhavealreadybeenincludedontheList

TheStateEngineerandDivisionEngineersdecisionsonthesemattersdidnotdetertheJCWCD

Afterthesedecisionsweremade JCWCDmailedletterstoalltheownerswithawaterrightonthe

ListencouragingthemtofileaStatementofObjectionwiththisoffice Giventhefactthat82 ofthe

waterrightsontheListwereobjectedto itwouldappeartheyweresuccessfulintheirefforts Inthe

end adjustmentsweremadetoseveralwaterrightsastotheamountincludedontheList butvery

fewwereremovedintheirentirety

NorthPlatteRiver1952IrrigatedAcreage

Aninvestigationundertakenbythisofficethat trickledoutoftheissuessurroundingtheJCWCDs

effortstohaveasmanywaterrightsaspossible removedfromtheListwasaninvestigationintothe

1952irrigatedacres UndertheNebraskav WyomingDecree Decree theStateofColoradowithin

theNorthPlatteRiverbasinislimitedtotheirrigationofupto145000acres Thisnumberisbased

onthemaximumacreageirrigatedthatoccurredwithinthebasinuptoandincludingthetimingofthe

Decree 1953 plusabufferofapproximately10000acrestoallowforfuturegrowthinagriculture

Themaximumirrigatedacreagethathadoccurredwithinthebasinwas in1952andwasreportedto

be134467acres Themaximum numberofacresirrigatedinthelast30yearsintheNorthPlatte

Riverbasinis117463acresin1987 asreportedtothestatesofNebraskaandWyomingandthe

BureauofReclamation

Additionally underthePRRIP thedepletionsassociatedwiththeirrigationofupto134467acres

constitutesexistingusesandthedepletionsassociatedwiththeirrigationofbetween134468 and



145000acreswithintheNorthPlatteRiverbasininColoradoconstitutesnewwaterrelatedactivities

ThefirstincrementofthePRRIPrunsthrough2020 Becauseoftheincreasingconcernthatatthe

conclusionofthefirstincrementofthePRRIPthenumberofirrigatedacreageassociatedwith

existinguseswillbehighlyinquestionandpossiblyevenreducedbasedtheStatesreportedacreage

beingsubstantiallylowerthan134467 theDivisionofWaterResourcesbelieveditwasnecessaryto

investigatewhythereissuchadiscrepancybetweenthatreportedin1952andtoday Onethought

wasthatthe1952mappingofacreageincludedsubirrigatedlandswhilethemappingandreporting

donetodaydoesnotincludesuchlands Inanattempttodeterminewhetherornotthisisthesource

ofthediscrepancy DWRenteredintoacontractwithLeonardRicetodigitizeandgeorectifythe1952

aerialphotoswhichincludethedelineatedirrigatedlandsforthatyearandcomparethelandsirrigated

in1952tothelandsirrigatedtoday specificallythoselandsirrigatedin2001

OnceLeonardRicestaskswerecomplete DenverGISstaffQAQCd theresultsandmade

modificationstoindividualirrigatedparcelswhereneeded Itwasultimatelydeterminedthatin1952

122972acreswereirrigated whichincludedlandsubirrigatedasaresultofirrigationbyaditch The

numberreportedhowever asstatedabove was134467acres Thesourceoftheamountreported

fortheDecreeisunknown The1952datawasalsocomparedtothe2001data wheretheStateof

Coloradoreportedthat106460acreswere irrigated andnoreasons couldbefoundastowhythe

irrigatedacreagebetweenthetwoyearsissovastlydifferent Asstatedabove thenumberofacres

determinedtohavebeenirrigatedin2011was116674acres whichweknowforcertaindidinclude

subirrigatedlandasaresultofirrigationbyaditch yetthenumbersstillvarybyover8000acres

Ultimatelythisofficewillcontinuetodeterminethenumberofacresirrigatedeachyearwithinthe

NorthPlatteRiverbasininasimilarfashiontowhatwasdonefor2011andreportthesenumbersto

theStatesofWyomingandNebraskaandtheBureauofReclamation Thenumbersspeakfor

themselves andifattheendofthefirstincrementofthePRRIPthenumberofirrigatedacres

consideredasexistingusesisreconsidered wewillhavetoaddressandconsidertheimplicationsof

anadjustmenttothisnumberatthattime

ImportantCourtCases

WaterCourtCaseNo 03CW53

InDivision6WaterCourtCaseNo 03CW53 theUpperYampaWaterConservancyDistrict

UYWCD requestedanewconditionalwaterrightintheamountof50cfsforamultitudeofusesthat

weretooccursubsequenttofillingStagecoachReservoir ThiscasewenttotrialinJanuary2009and

theCourtultimatelydismissedtheUYWCDsapplicationarguingthattheydidnotproveaneedforits

claimedconditionalwaterrightstomeetafuturedemandforwaterfromStagecoachReservoir above

itscurrentsupply TheWaterCourtalsofoundthattheUYWCDsexistingwaterrightsaresufficient



tomeetitsexistingandfuturedemandsforhydropoweratthedam TheUYWCD appealedthe

CourtsdecisiontotheSupremeCourtwhichwasassignedCaseNo 09SA118 Oralarguments

beforetheSupremeCourtwereheardonJune9 2010andtheyrenderedtheiropiniononApril11

2011 TheSupremeCourtruledthatbecausetheapplicantsevidenceofexistingdemandsincluded

contractsforstoredwaterthathadadmittedlynotyetbeenputtobeneficialuseandforwhichno

specificplanforbeneficialusewasoffered andbecausetheapplicantfailedtoadequately

demonstrateareasonablyanticipatedfutureneedbasedonprojectedpopulationgrowth itsevidence

wasinsufficienttoestablishthatithadmadetherequired firststep toobtainaconditionalwaterright

ThejudgmentoftheWaterCourtwasthereforeaffirmed

WaterCourtCaseNo 06CW43

InDivision6WaterCourtCaseNo 06CW43 theUYWCD filedanapplicationtomakeabsolutein

partsomeoftheirFourCountiesconditionalwaterrights TheFourCountieswaterrightswere

conditionallydecreedbytheRouttCountyDistrictCourtinCivilActionNos 3538and3926 Allofthe

FourCountieswaterrightsthatweredecreedinCivilActionNo 3538sharepriority40 basedonan

appropriationdateofJune2 1958 Thecumulativerateofdiversiondecreedundertheserightsis

915cfs AlloftheFourCountieswaterrightsthatweredecreedinCivilActionNo 3926sharepriority

45 basedonanappropriationdateofMay20 1963 Thecumulativerateofdiversiondecreedunder

theserightsis864cfs ThetotalrateofdiversionconditionallydecreedtotheFourCountieswater

rightsunderbothprioritiesis1779cfs StagecoachReservoirisdecreedasanalternatepointof

diversionforalloftheFourCountieswaterrightsandallofwhicharedecreedforthesamepurposes

Inpreviouscases theUYWCDwassuccessfulinmakingabsolute151cfsundertheFourCounties

waterrightswithpriority40 Inthesubject case theUYWCD sought tomakemoreoftheFour

Countieswaterrightsabsolute basedondiversionintoandstorageof108cfsinStagecoach

ReservoirwhichpresumablyoccurredonJune9 2006 TheUYWCDadmittedthatitsclaimedrateof

fillingonthatdatewaslessthantherateofdiversionalreadydecreedabsoluteundertheFour

Countieswaterrightsandareeitherofthesamepriorityasthe151cfsalreadyabsoluteorjuniorto

them butarguedthattheyhadtherighttoroundouttheirwaterrightsportfoliobymakingotherwater

rightsabsolute Theyalsoarguedthattheactofstoringwaterforlaterbeneficialusewassufficientto

warrantanabsolutewaterright InanOrderbytheWaterCourt inthiscase theJudgeheldthatto

makeitsconditionalrightsabsolute theDistrictmustfirstdemonstrateaneedformorewaterthan

thatavailableunderitsexistingvestedabsolutestoragerightsdivertingatthesamelocation forthe

samepurposes andunderthesamepriority andthattheDistrictmaynotclaimabsolutewater

storagerightsuntiltheDistrictcanshowbothactualstorageandactualbeneficialuseofaspecific

amountofwater Subsequent tothisOrder UYWCDfiledaconfessionofjudgmentprovidingthatit



couldnotmeetitsburdenofproofbaseduponthelawofthecase andtheWaterCourtissuedan

Orderdenyingtheapplicationbasedonsaidconfession

SubsequenttothisOrderhowever UYWCD filedanappealwiththeSupremeCourtwhich was

assignedCaseNo 09CW352 IntheirappealUYWCDrequestedthattheSupremeCourtreversethe

WaterCourtsholdings initsfirstOrder OralargumentsinthecasewereheardbytheSupreme

CourtonNovember30 2010andadecisionwasrenderedonJune27 2011 TheSupremeCourt

affirmedtheWaterCourtsdeterminationthatinordertoperfectaconditionalwaterrightthatallows

storage Coloradowaterlawrequirestheapplicanttoshowactualstorageandactualbeneficialuseof

aspecificamountofwater TheyalsoaffirmedtheWaterCourtsdeterminationthattheUYWCD

mustshowwithquantifiableevidencethatitin factappropriatedwaterinexcessofitsexisting

absolutedecreesallowingforstorageinStagecoachReservoir

InvolvementintheWaterUserCommunity
TheDivision6staffcontinuestoassistthepublicinpreparingWaterCourtandwellpermit

applications providewaterrightanddiversionrecordinformation assistwateruserswiththeproper

selectionandinstallationofwatermeasuringdevices andprovideassistancetodamownerswith

completingNoticesofIntenttoConstructNonJurisdictionalDams LivestockWaterTankPermitsand

EmergencyActionPlans TheDivision6 fieldofficeinCraigcontinuestobeavitalaspectofour

publicrelations

FollowingisalistofmeetingsattendedbyDivisionstaffin2011

NorthPlatteDecreeCommitteemeetinginTorrington WY

AnnualmeetingofthePotCreekDistributionSysteminVernal UT

AllboardmeetingsheldbytheUpperYampaWaterConservancyDistrict

BearRiverIrrigatorsannualmeeting

StillwaterDitchCompanyannualmeeting

ThemajorityoftheHB1177RoundtablemeetingsfortheYampaWhiteRiverandNorthPlatte

River

TwoemployeesattendedtheCWOAannualmeetinginSouthFork



ErinLight
DivisionEngineer

ProfessionalEngineerIII

LynnePetersDanaMiller
OfficeAdmin WellPermitsDamSafety

Engineer PhysicalScienceTechIProfessionalEngineerII

DanMeyer AndreaSchaffner
Hydrographer WaterResource WaterCommissioner District58Engineer

Engineer PhysicalScienceTechIIProfessionalEngineerI

BrianRomig KathyBower
WaterCommissioner District57 WaterCommissioner District4458

Engineer PhysicalScienceTechIEngineer PhysicalScienceTechII

KincaidWaldronShannaLewis
WaterCommissioner District47WaterCommissioner District47
Engineer PhysicalScienceTechIEngineer PhysicalScienceTechII

MikePockrusBillDunham
WaterCommissioner District43WaterCommissioner District43
Engineer PhysicalScienceAsstIIIEngineer PhysicalScienceTechI

KendelFawcett
WaterCommissioner Districts

545556
Engineer PhysicalScienceAsstIII



TABLE1
EndofMonthSnowWaterEquivalentasPercentofAverage
WaterYear2011

DrainageOctNovDecJanFebMarAprMay
NorthPlatteRiver213147151134133137164273
YampaWhiteRiver159134146124125128163272


