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Introduction

This report summarizes the activities of the Division 6 office of the Colorado Division of Water

Resources It presents an overview of the administration activities that took place during

calendar year 2005 and presents summary data for the water year Please direct any

questions regarding the information in this report to the Division 6 office in Steamboat

Springs

Water Year 2005

Basin Hydrology

Water Year 2005 proved to be a good water year While not recording a large snowpack for

the basin there were ample summer rains that helped produce sufficient supplies of water for

irrigation use throughout the Division With the help of the rains stream flows held up much

longer into the summer than in the past several years Hopefully 2005 marked the end to the

current drought cycle that has lingered in the northwest part of the state for the last six years

The water year started out with above average precipitation a holdover from the end of the

previous year Soil moisture was very high by the time the first snows came which helped to

prolong the runoff in the spring Aboveaverage temperatures reduced the early snowpack in

December and January Rain showers occurred throughout the lower elevations in both late

December and mid January melting much of the existing snow although these events

contributed to additional soil moisture As the winter progressed precipitation amounts tended

to be closer to normal and the snowpack maintained a consistent yet somewhat low level

The table below lists the beginning of the month snowpack levels for the various drainage

basins within the Division

SNOWPACK AS PERCENT OF AVERAGE

Water Year 2005

Drainage Jan Feb Mar Apr May

North Platte River 92 91 88 87 79

Yampa River 87 84 83 85 72

Little Snake River 100 104 102 98 89

White River 92 90 86 87 73

Source Natural Resource Conservation Service Monthly Colorado Basin Outlook Reports

The monthly stream flow runoff forecasts developed by the Natural Resources Conservation

Service NRCS tended to closely follow the snowpack readings The forecasts held relatively

steady in the JanuaryMay timeframe with anticipated runoff forecasted in the range of 70 to
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85 of average The table below lists runoff forecasts for selected sites and the actual runoff

as measured at the USGS gaging stations

2005 Runoff Forecast in 1000sof Acre Feet April to July

Station Name 1 Jan 1 Mar 1 May Actual

Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg Runoff Avg

North Platte or Northgate 205 76 183 75 140 68 288 125

White River or Meeker 240 83 200 69 198 68 290 100

Little Snake River or Lilv 330 90 330 90 310 85 303 83

Yampa River or Maebell 825 83 750 76 740 75 1029 104

Precipitation amounts varied widely across the Division in 2005 There seemed to be no

general pattern this year as below average months were followed by above average periods

then back to belowaverage June was a particularly wet month throughout the Division The

heavy rainfall prolonged the runoff well into July and accounted for much of the greater than

forecasted runoff totals The tables below present both Water Year and Calendar Year

precipitation totals for selected sites in the Division Also shown are basin wide percentages

measured at the various SNOTEL sites in the Division for the 2005 water year While the

individual weather stations reported annual precipitation amounts above average for Water

Year 2005 the basin wide SNOTEL numbers reported the water year totals to be 93 of

average

Monthly Precipitation Data for Selected Sites
Water Year 2005

Inches

Site Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Aar W Jun Jul Aue Sew Total of Ave

Meeker 130 184 014 170 112 212 135 152 300 035 148 226 1818 111

Walden 067 083 067 087 051 038 102 126 394 067 120 066 1268 116

Steamboat 208 269 169 214 205 199 337 257 560 163 354 150 3085 129

Monthly Precipitation Data for Selected Sites
Calendar Year 2005

Inches

Site Jan Feb Mar AM May Jun Jul Aug Sea Oct Nov Dec Total a ofAvg

Meeker 170 112 212 135 152 300 035 148 246 217 136 031 1894 115

Walden 087 051 038 102 126 394 067 120 066 083 00 00 1134 103

Steamboat 214 205 199 337 257 560 163 354 150 364 202 144 3167 132

denotes missing data
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Basin Wide Precipitation Data From NRCS SNOTEL Sites
Water Year 2005

Percent of Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Auer Seo of Av

127 80 69 99 75 73 92 95 240 49 87 77 93

Stream flows throughout the Division held up fairly well for most of the summer The heavy

precipitation in June coming at the end of the spring runoff kept most river flows above

average until midJuly From midJuly through September flows dropped as precipitation was

less than normal The two exceptions to this pattern were the upper Little Snake River

drainage and the Elk River Both of these rivers had stream flows at or above average for the

entire summer With the approach of fall precipitation events increased and stream flows rose

to above average levels for the rest of the year Listed below are the annual total flows

reported at selected gages on the main rivers in the Division for Water Year 2005

Total Runoff for Water Year 2005 in 1000s of Acrefeet

Station Name Total Flow AF Average AF of Average

White River below Boise Creek 466100 534100 87

Little Snake River at Lily 387000 409300 95

Yampa River near Maybell 1224600 1122000 109

North Platte near Northgate 353300 308700 116

The peak flow rate for these stations and the date of occurrence are listed below

Station Name Peak Flow cfs Date

White River below Boise Creek 2890 Jun 3 2005

Little Snake River at Lily 4360 May 23 2005

Yampa River near Maybell 13200 May 25 2005

North Platte near Northgate 1190 Jun 222005
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Water Administration

There was relatively little water administration in the Division in 2005 The prolonged runoff

and early summer rains provided adequate supplies of water on most streams and rivers A

list of the calls that occurred in the various Water Districts is on Page 41

Yampa River Drainage

The Yampa River drainage encompasses Water Districts 44 54 55 56 57 and 58 Most of

the administration occurred in the headwaters of the Yampa and on some of the smaller

tributaries The major streams that went under administration include Bear River the Hunt

Creek drainages and Fortification Creek In most cases the calls for administration were

either early in the season before the runoff began or later in the summer as stream flows

decreased There were no calls on the Little Snake River or its tributaries this year

While stream flows held up well during the early part of the summer late summer flows

dropped to very low levels However during the period of lower flows most irrigation

diversions were shut off or greatly reduced as most ranchers were haying Discussions were

held with the US Fish and Wildlife Service in late August regarding the need for reservoir

releases to supplement flows in the critical habitat area on the Yampa River below Craig A

decision was made to wait and monitor river flows before initiating a release With the

reduction in irrigation diversions and the return of precipitation in late September no releases

were made for the endangered species

In mid August the Colorado Water Conservation Board CWCB placed a call for their

minimum stream flow right on Willow Creek below Steamboat Lake This was the first time a

minimum stream flow right has been administered in the Division Releases from Steamboat

Lake equal to the estimated inflow were made to help satisfy the call While there are several

springs upstream of the reservoir that are junior to the CWCB rights a determination was

made that their curtailment would not provide water to satisfy the call

White River Drainage

Administration in Water District 43 was confined to the Piceance Creek drainage and only

lasted from midApril to midMay Once the runoff started the call was removed and the

system was free of administration for the rest of the irrigation season This was the first

irrigation season in eight years that Piceance Creek has not been under administration the

entire summer Energy exploration continues in the Piceance Creek and Yellow Creek basins

at an ever increasing pace With these basins not under administration this year diversions

made from Piceance Creek satisfied most of the water needs for the drilling operations
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Sufficient water on the main stem of the White River and on the major tributaries upstream of

Meeker satisfied the needs of the users throughout the year

North Platte Drainage

Administration in the North Platte drainage this year was limited to two small stream systems

Most reservoirs in the drainage filled in early spring and the summer rains reduced the need

for reservoir releases Ample carryover storage remained going into the storage season in

the fall of 2005

Compacts and InterState Agreements

The following is a brief description of the interstate compacts and agreements administered

by Division 6 There were no major issues dealing with these agreements

Upper Colorado River Compact

Under Article XIII a the State of Colorado will not cause the flow of the Yampa River at the

Maybell gage to be depleted below an aggregate amount of5000000 acre feet for any

period of ten consecutive years For the period 1996 to 2005 the aggregate flow at the

Maybell gage was 11010400 acre feet

The Little Snake River is administered jointly with the State of Wyoming during times of

shortage pursuant to Article XI of the Upper Colorado River Compact There were no calls on

the Little Snake River in 2005

Our office continues to work with the State of Wyoming on updating the combined

administration list for the Little Snake River This effort is close to completion and the

expectation is to finalize the list in early 2006

North Platte River Nebraska v Wyoming US Supreme Court Decree

Under the North Platte River decree Colorado is limited to a total of 145000 acres of

irrigation in the North Platte drainage storage of no more then 17000 acre feet per year for

irrigation purposes and no more then 60000 acrefeet of transmountain diversions from the

basin in any period of ten consecutive years In water year 2005 a total of 115375 acres

were reported irrigated and 9855 acrefeet were stored for irrigation use The amount of

irrigated acreage was up substantially from 2004 reflecting the abundance of water in the

North Platte system this year Transmountain diversions out of the basin totaled 6160 acre

feet also up significantly from the previous year The tenyear total of transmountain
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diversions out of the basin was 43703 acre feet None of the limitations of the Supreme Court

Decree were exceeded in 2005

Division representatives attended both of the scheduled meetings of the North Platte Decree

Committee held in 2005

Pot Creek

Pot Creek is a small tributary to the Green River The headwaters of this creek are in Utah

entering the Green River in Colorado Pot Creek water is apportioned among the users of the

two states under a Memorandum of Understanding For the past several years little if any

water was available for Colorado users In the fall of 2004 two of the three reservoirs on the

main stem of Pot Creek in Utah were empty The winter of 2005 brought heavy snows to the

Pot Creek drainage As the runoff progressed all of the reservoirs in Utah filled and spilled At

the annual water users meeting the Water Commissioner reported that 532 acrefeet was

delivered to Colorado during the 2005 irrigation season Flow at the state line gage continued

until June 19 however much of the water available to Colorado users could not be utilized

and ended up in the Green River

The States of Utah and Colorado finalized the revised Memorandum of Understanding MOU

between the states dealing with the administration of Pot Creek The State Engineers of the

respective states signed the revised MOU with an effective date of March 1 2005 Because of

the impending runoff season the provisions of the MOU were waived for the 2005 irrigation

season to allow users in both states time to install measuring devices and headgates

Dam Safety

The Dam Safety Branch of the Division of Water Resources is responsible for the safety of

dams in Colorado while working to protect the loss of water supplies due to the failure of a

dam The two primary functions of the Dam Safety Branch are the review of designs for the

construction modification or repair of a dam and periodic safety inspections for existing dams

to insure their integrity A full summer of inspections was completed in 2005 including dams

in the upper reaches of Division 5

In the design review and construction area Division 6 was busier than normal during 2005

Continued work with the owner of Wyman Dam resulted in reaching final approval of the outlet

slip lining project The final design for spillway channel modifications at Poose Creek Dam to

provide a spawning area for cutthroat trout was approved and several construction

inspections were completed Garrett Jackson the Dam Safety Engineer in Grand Junction

6



finished the review of documents for the repair of the Larson 1 Dam in Jackson County An

approval was given to the owner of Bassett 2 Dam to complete repairs of the seepage

problems with one construction inspection being performed before the end of the year For a

second time a rockslide occurred into the emergency spillway channel at Lake Catamount

Dam The Dam Safety Engineer coordinated with the owners on a cleanup project to clear

the channel The largest project in Division 6 began construction in the spring of 2005 to add

a 20foot raise to Elkhead Creek Dam near Craig Mark Haynes of the Denver office

completed the design review for this project and was present at several construction

inspections Most of the concrete work at the site was completed before winter shutdown

This project will add approximately 12000 acre feet of storage to the Yampa River drainage

The enlargement is scheduled for substantial completion in the fall of 2006 Planning work is

ongoing by the Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District to determine the feasibility of

raising the spillway crest of Stagecoach Dam by four or five feet to increase storage on the

Yampa River

Safety inspections of existing dams in the State take place at periodic intervals based on the

hazard class of each dam During 2005 the Division 6 Dam Safety Engineer inspected 11

high hazard dams 7 significant hazard dams and 17 low hazard dams in Division 6 in

accordance with a long range inspection schedule In addition Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission FERC engineers completed inspections on the two remaining high hazard

power generating dams in Division 6 The Dam Safety Engineer later completed outlet and

gate inspections on these two dams when the water levels in the reservoirs were low enough

to close the outlets The Dam Safety Engineer also inspected two high hazard dams seven

significant hazard dams and two low hazard dams in Division 5 plus completed interim

inspections on four additional low hazard dams This support for Division 5 will be ongoing in

coming years in order to better balance the dam safety workload between the two water

divisions

The Dam Safety Engineer contacted numerous dam owners to check their dams and outlets

following an earthquake near Buffalo Pass on October 1 and attended an outlet inspection of

Lake Catamount Dam which is a high hazard dam on the Yampa River a short distance

above Steamboat Springs There was no earthquake related damage noted during the

inspection and all systems were functioning properly

Several significant problems were found at some of the low hazard dams and at one

significant hazard dam in Division 6 during inspections in 2005 with a formal restriction in

storage capacity being prepared for the significant hazard dam Of the 17 low hazard dams
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inspected four have an unsatisfactory rating mainly due to significant seepage issues The

other thirteen are conditionally satisfactory due to a general lack of maintenance and repair

There were similar breakdowns in the ratings in 2003 and 2004 Only two owners started

repairs in 2005 to bring their dams up to a satisfactory rating and one owner was finishing the

final approval process for repairs completed in an earlier year Most of the owners seem to

lack the necessary resources to be able to hire an engineer and begin the repair process

There were no erosion control dams or livestock water tanks constructed in Division 6 during

2005 but applications for 23 non jurisdictional dams less than 10 feet in height were

processed the most in the last few years So far the construction of numerous non

jurisdictional dams has not caused any significant water administration issues but some

areas around the Division are experiencing a proliferation of these small dams that could

result in future problems Any of the small dams that are onchannel structures are required to

have adequate outlet pipes capable of passing inflow

Hydrographic Program

There are currently 37 active stream gage sites in the Yampa White and North Platte River

Basins Of these the USGS operates 25 and Division 6 operates 12 Of the twelve operated

by the Division ten are equipped with satellite monitoring Of these ten two transmit reservoir

water surface elevations six transmit stream flow gage heights and two transmit both

parameters The remaining two gages are equipped with a paper recorder andor a data

collection platform DCP to record gage heights

In 2001 the USGS operated 33 stations in the Yampa White and North Platte River basins

In Water Year 2005 they operated only 25 one of which will be discontinued for Water Year

2006 The discontinuation of eight gage stations since 2001 is a result of a decrease in

available funding for the USGS stream flow program

In addition to maintaining the gage sites many field trips are made each year with water

commissioners to conduct flow measurements on ditches reservoir releases and streams

There were 79 measurements taken at the gage sites in 2005 and approximately thirty on

ditches reservoir releases and other streams Water Year 2005 hydrographic records will be

published for seven of the twelve sites Walton Creek near Steamboat Springs Yampa River

above Lake Catamount Michigan River near Meadow Creek Reservoir Michigan River at

Walden Illinois River near Rand Williams Fork at mouth near Hamilton and Pot Creek at

Stateline
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Division 6 re installed a gage station in mid April 2005 that the USGS once operated and

maintained The gage station is located on the Williams Fork River just upstream of its

confluence with the Yampa River As the gage is located on Peabody Coal property an

easement agreement was made with them for access to the site The gage consists of an

Accubar system connected to a high data rate Sutron SatLink2 Logger with satellite telemetry

housed in a metal shelter

Also installed in midApril 2005 at the Pot Creek at Stateline station was a Sutron Shaft

Encoder and high data rate Sutron Satlink2 Logger along with satellite telemetry This

equipment was installed for use as the primary data collection with the original paper recorder

left at the site for backup

In 2005 Division 6 requested and obtained four Sutron 8210 data collection platforms DCPs

that were being replaced with high data rate DCPs One of the four DCPs was installed in

May 2005 at the Bear River below Bear Lake station The paper recorder once used at this

site was removed

Division 6 has four gage stations equipped with High Data Rate HDR equipment and has

two gages scheduled for upgrade to HDR in the summer of 2006

The Steamboat Lake gage station which records reservoir storage elevation and gage height

of the reservoir releases experienced equipment problems when the station first opened for

the season The shaft encoder located downstream of the reservoir outlet measures the

outflow gage height and transmits this value through a radio antenna up to the DCP located

on top of the dam The radio units set up at both the shaft encoder and on top of the dam

experienced problems that have occurred at other sites throughout the state An improved

unit was installed that worked throughout the rest of the operating season though the radios

did appear to be experiencing some of the same problems just days before the station was

closed for the season

The Illinois River near Rand and Bear River above Bear Lake Station also experienced some

problems By observing the transmitted data the problem at the Illinois River station was

immediately remedied and minimal data was lost At the Bear River gage a lightening strike

caused the DCP to stop recording which was not noticed for a couple of weeks since the site

does not have satellite telemetry and thus no data was collected during this period In an

attempt to avoid this from occurring again the DCP was grounded Because of this
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occurrence the paper recorder may be reinstalled at the start of the 2006 irrigation season for

use as backup

A round rod obtained from Division 2 will be used to make higher flow measurements at the

Bear River below Bear Lake Station There was no other hydrographic measuring equipment

acquired this year

Stream flow measurements were taken on three different days and at four different locations

on Elkhead Creek between Elkhead Reservoir and its confluence with the Yampa River with

the intent of trying to better understand the streamflow gains and losses in this reach Division

6 intends to continue these measurements in the summer of 2006 Hopefully when stored

water is released from Elkhead Reservoir for the Colorado River Endangered Species

Recovery Program which may occur as early as the summer of 2007 the Division 6 staff will

have a good understanding of these gains and losses for administration purposes

Groundwater and Well Permitting

The Division continues to assist the public with questions and concerns relating to the drilling

of wells and with completing well permit applications The Division issued two hundred six

exempt well permits in 2005 an increase of approximately 61 percent over the same period

last year A considerable amount of time was spent educating realtors and water users about

the statutes concerning the use of groundwater in Colorado

A decision this year designated Slater Creek a tributary of the Little Snake River as critical

thus changing the well permitting requirements All future non exempt well permits will now

require a Court approved plan of augmentation

Water Records and Information

Summaries of our diversion records for Water Year 2005 are on Pages 19 to 40 These

numbers show that total diversions for all uses were up by 134767 acrefeet from 2004 and

70560 acre feet from 2003 Districts 43 44 and 57 experienced decreases in total diversions

while Districts 47 54 55 56 and 58 experienced increases from the previous year with the

largest in Districts 47 and 54 of 175909 and 81248 acrefeet respectively These increases

were seen in irrigation and fishery uses For irrigation both diversions and the number of

acres irrigated were up from the previous year Total diversions for irrigation increased by

approximately 157046 acre feet The number of visits to structures by the water

commissioners was up by approximately 5 percent
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Our water rights database and diversion records are maintained in Hydrobase Ownership

decreed water rights structure information and structure comments are updated on a regular

basis and distributed to all of our water commissioners semi annually Well data is updated in

Well Tools and dam information is kept up todate in the DAM program Access to

information through Hydrobase and Well View are our methods of responding to inquiries

from the public Effort is being made to conform to the Hydrobase structure for coding of

exchanges and plans of augmentation and the Divisions goal is to have them properly

entered into Hydrobase by the end of the 2006 calendar year

We continue to locate the position of headgates on ditches and reservoirs using Garmin GPS

units though many of our Districts have completed collecting data for all of the active

structures As time permits the water commissioners collect data on less frequently visited

structures We also gather location information during field inspections of new structures in

applications for water rights All GPS information collected up through January 2005 has been

incorporated into Hydrobase

We continue to calculate an annual water budget for the various drainages within the Division

Consumptive use data is calculated from two lysimeter sites operated by the Division for the

various drainage basins We use this data when reviewing water court applications for change

cases as well as for many other purposes

Water Court Cases

Water Court activity increased significantly in Division 6 Water Court in 2005 with total filings

up about 55 percent from the pervious year The number of cases filed in Division 5 Water

Court for water rights in the White River drainage was down slightly from 2004 There were 81

new and amended cases filed in Division 6 this year as compared to 52 in 2004 and 19 cases

in Division 5 Water Court as compared to 25 The Division Engineer prepared 80 Summaries

of Consultation 58 for the Division 6 water court and 22 for the Division 5 water court A

summary of the Water Court activity is on Page 42

In October Judge OHara presided over the trial of the City of Steamboat Springs

Recreational InChannel Diversion application Although the case initially drew numerous

statements of opposition by the time of the trial the only opposers left were the CWCB and

State Engineers Office The concerns of the State Engineers Office dealt mainly with the

administration of the water right and language in stipulations with some of the original

opposers that could be construed as selective subordinations Prior to the start of the trial the
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Court ruled that the question of selective subordination was not before the Court in this case

and that it was an issue to be addressed at a later time After an eightday trial the Judge

ruled in favor of the Citys application and granted the water right The right allows for

diversions from April 15 to August 15 with flow amounts varying from 95 to 1400 cfs

depending on the time of the year The right is limited to use from 800 am to 800 pm except

the evening time can be extended to midnight on 10 days designated by the City for night

events The limitation on the period of use within the day may cause some interesting

administration issues in the future

Another major case settled in 2005 was one filed in Division 5 Water Court 03CW159

involving water rights that originate in Division 6 The Eagle River Water and Sanitation

District and Flattops Water Company filed to claim the historic flows from the Stillwater Ditch

and Stillwater Reservoir used on lands in the Colorado River drainage as transmountain

water The Stillwater Ditch and Stillwater Reservoir divert water from the Bear River in the

Yampa River drainage The ditch and reservoir water irrigate lands in both Divisions 5 and 6

The applicants sought judicial recognition that the water used in Division 5 was transmountain

and could be used to extinction The State Engineers Office and other parties opposed the

application on grounds that adequate terms and conditions were required to prevent the

expansion of use of the original rights As the trial date approached a settlement was reached

that provided terms and conditions acceptable to all parties The Court signed the final decree

in August 2005

Division 6 continues to have very good working relations with the Courts While there were no

meetings held with Judge OHara this year there is one scheduled for early 2006 We

continue to review new applications in Division 6 Water Court prior to publication in the

resume to assure that the applicants have submitted all the required information We also

review the rulings of the Referee for accuracy before they are finalized to help reduce the

number of rulings that need to be amended because of clerical errors These activities help to

save republication costs for the applicants and hopefully result in fewer errors in rulings and

decrees We continue to confer with the Water Referee in Division 5 on a monthly basis via

phone conferencing This procedure works very well and allows the comments of the Referee

to be included in our Summary of Consultation

Involvement in the Water User Community

The Division staff continues to assist the public in preparing water court and well permit

applications provide water right and diversion information assist water users with the proper

selection and installation of water measuring devices and provide assistance to dam owners
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with completing Notices of Intent to Construct Non Jurisdictional Dams and Emergency Action

Plans Division staff also attend as many of the regularly scheduled meetings of the local

Conservation and Conservancy Districts as possible

The following is a list of meetings attended by Division staff in 2005

Annual meeting of the Pot Creek Distribution System

Rio Blanco Stockgrowers Association

Various meetings of the Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District

Spring and fall meetings of the North Platte Decree Committee

Bear River Irrigators annual meeting

Stillwater Ditch Company annual meeting

Various meetings of the Colorado River Water Conservation District

Meeting with users on the Little Snake River regarding High Savory Reservoir

Colorado Water Congress summer meeting

In addition our staff gave presentations to the Colorado Foundation for Agriculture and the

Colorado Foundation for Water Education We also had three staff members volunteer their

time to help man the Division of Water Resources educational exhibit at the Colorado State

Fair in Pueblo

Page 44 summarizes the activities of the offices and commissioners of the Division

Issues and Achievements

In January the U S Fish and Wildlife Service issued a Final Programmatic Biological Opinion

on the Management Plan for Endangered Fish Species in the Yampa River Basin The

issuance of this biological opinion brings to a close nearly a decade of work by federal and

state agencies and water user groups in the basin Under this opinion water users in

Colorado will be covered for additional depletions of up to 30000 acrefeet per year and

Wyoming for 23000 acre feet per year through 2045 The issuance of this opinion also

allowed the expansion of Elkhead Reservoir to begin The enlargement of Elkhead Reservoir

will provide a permanent pool of five thousand acre feet for flow augmentation in the river for

the endangered fish species Additional water will also be available for the fish through a 20

year lease with the Colorado River Water Conservation District

The enlargement of Elkhead Reservoir which began in 2005 is scheduled for substantial

completion in the fall of 2006 Water will be ready for delivery to the US Fish and Wildlife
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Service in the summer of 2007 At that time administrative procedures must be in place to

deliver that water past numerous structures on the Yampa River within the critical habitat

area One of the major problems associated with this delivery is determining what level of

transportation loss must be charged to the reservoir release Efforts last year were

unsuccessful in obtaining adequate funding for a meaningful study of losses in this stretch of

the river Additionally users downstream of the reservoir need to be educated on the

implementation of the new procedures to insure the water is delivered to the downstream

measuring point

Energy development in the Piceance Creek basin of the White River will be an issue for years

to come Piceance Creek is heavily over appropriated and water short The major energy

companies have purchased many of the senior water rights and have obtained decrees for

changes of use plans of augmentation and exchanges Many of these decrees are very

complicated and convoluted Understanding how these decrees interrelate and the proper

administration of them during periods of shortage is a task that must be undertaken in the

near future

As reported for the last several years the Hayden Project continues to be pursued on the

main stem of the Yampa River near Hayden The intent of the project is to combine two senior

ditches into a common headgate Although construction was scheduled to start in 2005 the

discovery of engineering problems caused a redesign of the project The possibility still exists

for this project to proceed but the timeframe is now uncertain

In the spring of 2005 High Savory Dam filled for the first time This reservoir is located on

Savory Creek a Wyoming tributary to the Little Snake River The dam was constructed and

is currently owned and operated by the Wyoming Water Development Commission

Completed in 2004 the reservoir was not expected to fill in 2005 Because of the early fill the

State of Wyoming conducted test releases to determine transit losses from the dam site to the

Little Snake River Releases began on August 9 and lasted for 25 days with a maximum

release rate of 200 cfs Water released during this test was available to users on the Little

Snake River at no cost When testing is complete reservoir water will be contracted to water

users in both Wyoming and Colorado

The addition of Slater Creek to the critical streams list points out what may become an issue

in the future With development occurring on more tributary streams the pressure on these

streams for the limited water supplies will increase until administration is necessary When

this happens development on these tributaries will cease until plans of augmentation can be
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decreed However in many areas the availability of reliable sources of augmentation water is

questionable

The water court decreed the City of Steamboat Springs Recreational InChannel Diversion

RICD in December 2005 The administration of this decree could pose problems in the

future ranging from allocation of resources tracking new water rights that are subject to

administration administering calls that are only valid from 800 am to 800 pm and finally

making the entire upper basin of the Yampa River critical with respect to the issuance of well

permits This decree has the potential for drastically changing the complexion of water

administration in the upper Yampa River basin

Some of the accomplishments of the past year for Division 6 include

Operated within our budget for 2005

Issuance of the Final Programmatic Biological Opinion on the Management Plan for

Endangered Fish Species in the Yampa River Basin

Completion of the revision of the Pot Creek Memorandum of Understanding

Settlement of the Eagle River Water and SanitationFlattops Water Company case

without litigation

Reinstallation and operation of the gaging station on the Williams Fork of the Yampa

River

Completion of a full schedule of dam inspections

Met all deadlines for the submittal of diversion and hydrographic records

Made major efforts to update our water court and structure databases to conform to

the Hydrobase structure

Provided information and data on diversions and irrigated acreage in the North Platte

basin to the South Platte Decision Support System SPDSS consultants

Workload

With the office fully staffed and having a good runoff season the workload for the field staff

assumed a more normal pattern Water administration was confined to only a handful of

streams that are normally water short allowing time for visits to structures that were not

normally seen during the severe drought of the preceding years

For the office staff considerable time was devoted to litigation efforts in the Steamboat RICD

and Flattops Water Company cases Additionally there seems to be a growing reliance by

some of the water attorneys to have us review proposed rulings and decrees While this
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increases our workload the effort helps us obtain decrees that are more in line with the

agencyspolicies therefore we are happy for the opportunity to do these reviews

The work of standardizing the coding for water rights and diversion records in Hydrobase

continued in 2005 but at a much slower pace The committee met once in the spring of 2005

The coding procedures have been agreed upon in principle and now must be set down in

writing and the Hydrobase program modified to accommodate the changes One obstacle to

completing this work is the program modification The intent of the committee is to have

examples of coding for the various types of water rights and diversion records including

screen shots of the input screens These screen shots cannot be developed until the program

is modified Our hope is that the IT representative will have time available in early 2006 to do

these modifications so this project can be completed in 2006

While staffing appears adequate for our existing workload several problems loom in the near

future On the Yampa River growth in the Steamboat Springs area possible administration of

the Steamboat RICD and the potential for delivering reservoir releases from Elkhead

Reservoir for the endangered species will increase the workload of the office and field staff In

the White River drainage energy development on Piceance Creek and Yellow Creek will

require an ever increasing presence in the area The Water Commissioner for this area is

currently parttime a situation that may have to change depending on the pace of

development Finally with the pending retirement of the current Division Engineer in the

summer of 2006 the office will be understaffed until a replacement is selected

Personnel

For the second year in a row Division 6 had a full staff for all of 2005 Our Water

Commissioner of the Year for 2005 was Elvis Iacovetto Elvis is responsible for the upper

reach of the Yampa River principally Bear River and the Hunt Creek drainages Elvis ability

to manage the most heavily administered district in the Yampa River drainage along with his

skills in dealing with the water users in the area earned him the award for 2005 Along with

Elvis award Gary Clyncke a water user on the Bear River was recognized as the Division 6

Water User of the Year

An organization chart of Division 6 is on Page 43 of this report
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Training

Listed below are specific training opportunities attended by the staff of Division 6

Erin Light participated in a swift water training class

Erin Light attended the Natural Resources Law Conference

Lynne Peters attended the Program Assistants training meeting in Durango

Erin Light John R Blair Elvis lacovetto Andy Schaffner Sue Petersmann Rebecca

Elder and Bill Dunham attended the training offered at the annual CWOA meeting in

Glenwood Springs

John Blair attended the ASDSO Advanced Technical Seminar on Dam Failure

Analysis in Salt Lake City

In addition to these specific training sessions time is set aside at both the spring and fall

Division meetings to provide training to all staff on various areas such an computer programs

and water administration issues

Water Year 2006

Key Objectives for 2006

Listed below are some of the key objectives for 2006

Finalize the revised combined administration list for the Little Snake River and

together with Wyoming submit it to the Upper Colorado River Compact Commission

Continue to update the information in our water rights and structure databases to

conform to Hydrobase

Evaluate the need for additional staffing and develop the necessary background

information to support a decision item for future budget consideration

Cooperate with Wyoming on identifying and implementing strategies for the delivery of

reservoir water from High Savory Dam to users on the Little Snake River

Insure compliance with the provisions of the US Supreme Court decision in Nebraska

v Wyoming

Complete all scheduled dam inspections

Submit all diversion and hydrographic records on time

Operate within our allocated budget

Provide the necessary resources training and support to allow our field staff to

perform their required duties in an efficient and professional manner

Provide for a smooth transition when the current Division Engineer retires

Provide technical assistance to the YampaWhite and North Platte Basin roundtables

17



Inform the water users on the lower Yampa River of the administrative procedures to

insure delivery of reservoir releases for the endangered fish species

Tabulate the reserved and appropriative rights awarded to the US Forest Service

18
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Division 6 Organizational Chart

Bob Plaska

Division Engineer
Professional Engineer III

Lynne Peters Erin CH Light
Office AdminWell Permits Asst Division Engineer

Program Assistant I Professional Engineer I

Elvis lacove Andy Schaffner

District 58 District 58 57

EngrPhys Sci Tech II EngrPhys Sci Tech I

LEngWalter
Bohrer

ffIEngrPhys
Kathy Bower

District 44 istrict 54 55 56
rPhys Sci Tec Sci Tech I

John R Blair

Dam Safety Engineer
Professional Engineer II

Kincaid Waldron Sue Petersmann

District 47 District 47

EngrPhys Sci Tech I EngrPhys Sci Tech I

Rebecca Elder Bill Dunham

District 43 District 43

EngrPhys Sci Asst II EngrPhys Sci Tech I
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2005 OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

and WORKLOAD MEASURES

Professional and Technical Staff FTE 30

Administrative Support Staff FTE 10

Water Commissioners Assigned FTE 65

WellsPermitted 206

Water Court Appearances 1

Water Referee Contacts 20

Meetings with Water Users 17

Meetings to Resolve Water Related Disputes 0

Contacts to Give Public Assistance 9100
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