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wAanrmvsox
CureWater Year 1993

1 ACCOMPLLSIlIIEIVTS

a Water Administration

The above avrage winter snowpack was expected to produce an above average nmoff
However coolertannrmal spnng anaisrtemperaUuearesuled in a slightly below nornal
runo Cool temperatures kapt peak flowa within stream channel capacities widi only minor
flooding in isolatedareas oft Lower YamaRiver The Division staff is be commended for

their accomplishments this year Timely and effective actions by e Water Commissioneis kept
poiential conicts in check

Upper Coiorado River Comoact

Article XIII a apecifies tat the State ofColordo will aot cause the ow of the Yampa River at
t Maybell gauge o be depleed below an aggregate of50040ac feet for any period of ten
covsecutive yeas This obligation was satisfie dining the period 19841993

Article XI appoitioffi the consimnptive use of the Iattle Snake River and its tributaries between tfie
staes ofColordo azrd Wyomug This was accomplished during 1993

Nebrslavs WvominDecree3SUS 5891 f19451 Modified 1953

In past this decree enjoins the State ofColorado from

1 Diveringor permitting tle diversion ofwater fivmt North Platte Riverad its iributaries
for the irriation ofmore than a total of145000 acres of land in Jackson County Colorado
during any oe imigation year

2 Storing or pernuttin the storage of more than a total amount of17000 AF ofwater for
irrigation putpcses fivm the North Platte River and its tributazies in Jackson Couniy
Colorado between ctober 1 and September 30 of the following year

3 Exporting out oftl basin of the North Platte River and its tributaries in Jackson County
Colorado to any other stneam basin or basins re than 60000 AF of water in auy period of
tencorecufiive yeats reckoned in continuing progressive series

These limitations were not exceeded during the period 19841993

Put Creek

Water in the PotCek Urainage Basin is to be apportioned between Utah and Colorado based
on an interstate priority system and a Memorandum ofUnderstading Approximately 600 AF
ofwater was delivedto the Coloiado state line for downstream users in 1993
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b Dam Safety

Dnnn saetyprgism goals were accompiishedbytle inspection of thirtysixClass 1 2 and 3
dam4 There were mne followuptwo ccanstivction and two complaintlproblem inspcctions
Seven Class 3 dam inspectioas originally scheduled for 1993 we canceled for two reasons A
memo Emtie StatFinecr effectivc Augugt 1993 changed the inspection schedule form to
allow tine for hydrnlogy studies Tue inspection season was shortened due to ate heavy spri
nuroffand many scheduled inspections were raidout The was one hazard classification
clange fivm Class 3 to Ctass 4

One dam safety incident occutmd in 1993 ia Water Distiict 47 The right abutmen oftte Norti
NfichianCreek dam staraed seeping during spring nuo A determination was madedat the
seepage pmblem was caused by nmoff from the ridge ta the nnrth oftle dam The Division of
Parks agceed to add on to tte existing drain system to bypass the rightabuient and to divert
nmoffrom the ridge to the north

Sally Lewis has thiee dam safetYPJects she is curnentty working an The NATDAM database
pectcontinues requiring a full database updatc annually and a recheck ofchanged data
Assistat is being pmvided to rmal Class 2 dam owneis in completion oftreir Emcrgency
PiepaasPlaas Several EPP updaes have been submitbed for review Hydrology studies
detenttiae quidspillway sizes for dams requisa signifiicant time comanitment o self teach
tle HFCl method

There was oae dam constnctioa project starbed and two completed ia the Division this year The
Pole Mountain dam project in Water District 47 began in October Theprnject was anpwed out
before aay significan amount ofwork was completed This is o ofthe first dam repair projects
fiuded by a CWCB loan

The gate replacement and repair of the oudet conduit and tower atWlow Creek Steamboat
Lake wene completed prior to spring nmoff A sigiuficant amount ofwater lealciug under tl
main gate mde the 107 inspection difficult The repair was made by placing a new rubber
gasket under the gate

In Water District 43 the striction remaiffi in effect on Big Beaver Dam We are awaiting
submittal of monitoring data monitoring plan asbuilt plans and tl EPP frm Division of
Wildlife

c Hydrographic Program

Most of the stram gauging station within the Division are owned and operated by the USGS
The Division maintain4 stations that provide data for the Satellite Monitoring System and are
required for administration purposes

d Ground Water and Well Permitting

A water quality program was initiated in 1992 to obtain baseli data from area wells
Groundwater samples were obtained in June adOctober 1992 There we two wells within
Division VI that were found to have higher than normlnitrate leveLs The owners were notified
of this finding a advised to monitor the quality oftlirwell water Required fiinding for this
program has not been continued
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Divisnstaffcantinues to review well permit applications before snbmission to the Demer
offico for peimiuing Prior fio dristview pzvicess it took an average of67 days to iss aa
exempt permit aird 118 days for a nonexempt permit In FY9192afer the reviewprocess was
imtiated the avage time was down 28 days for exampt and 16 days fornoncxempt permi
In FY92l931ieaverage was 27 days and 59 days respectively

The increase in pracessing time during FY92293may bc explained in part by earenumber of
well t applicatioffi subwitted fivm the entine Staeduru May and hme This was due tolegischangea that eliminated livestock uses for firiureihvuseusewells

e Water Records d Information

Division staffcontinues to make regular updates to our mairy databases Te Qinfo progiam is a
very useful tool in detecting ernors m the data because of its easy to read data summary formats
Frors are cornected as they are detected and efforts are made to prevent any futu recurnences

f Special Project4

Tle Revised 1990 Abudonment list contaired a total of 170 water iights Foriy of these water
righis are in Rlater District 43 wluch are withinjuisdiction ofthe Division V waUer court One
huddthirty are in Division VI water courk 1Vbtions to Delete have becn filed by tlye Division
Engineer for ane water iight in Dishict 43 and mne water righta in tte rest of the Division There
were twentythree righL protested in DivisnV water cour all but three a pending One
protest is pending in the Diwsion VI water court

2 MILESTONES IN WATER ISSUES

Court Cases

The USA Reserved Rights application for swface andwdergrou water rights for livestock
wildlife and domestic uses appeazs to be close to settlement by tte parties involved This and
sunilar applications in Division Nad V have been pending in Division V water courtsice the
early 1970s Division personel have been working with representatives of the USA for five
years in an effort to resolve disputes associated with these cyaima

Le islation

There have been no major changes in legislation or new legislation enacted wlrich could impact
our operations

New Develoments

As an alternative to t1e Jumper WaterRiht tte Colorado River Water Conservation District
decided that an enlargement to Elkhead Cek Reservoir will provide the most benefits with the
least cost The final prnject evaluation and development planning of a future enlaigement to
Stagecoach Reservoir continues The final study report wrll be submitted at a public meeting
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There have been discussions betwecn Yellow Jacket Water Conservancy Diatrict Colorado River
Water Coffiervation Distirict Colorado Water Conservation Boaid and Division ofWildlife for
potentially enlarging Big Beaver Creek I3am to increase Iake Averysstorage capacity Yellow
Jacket WCDapeais bbe most interesed in thisprnalthough Division ofWdlife will also

benefit Thepoctrequirea coffitruotion ofa hans shvchaeto comeywaerfiom the
White River to g Beavcr Cteck A final decision of the project has not beennade

The City ofSteamboat Spring anci IViount Warner Wa1er and Samtation Dishict continue
working towatd making the required repaus a enlargement ofFhCreek Reserwir dam
Requiedpernri from tl US Forest Service Army Corps ofFnraand the USFsh and
Wildlifie Service has taken more tine and effort and has been more costly tian was originally
anticipated Althughtle peamts havetyet been issuedtpe remaina thatcohvction can
begin this year

Ttre Fedeial Wilderness Bill is still being negotiated Disagreement over water rights language
proposed raises in gtazing fees and otler items continue to polarize proponents and opponen of
e bill Granting resenedrights under this bill could have a major unpcton water iigtus in
Jackson County andmay lead m similar filings on the lower Colorado River This would impact
all upstream watier rights in the Colorado River Basin

Nebraska has filed a Motion before tle Supreme Court to open Nebraska v Wyoming and
Colorado There have been several status conferences but a fornial hearing has not been se

Ia January the USFsh and Wildlife Service proposed a Rule to designate e 100year ood
plain on the Yampa mer below Craig as a cntical habitat for squawfish razorback sucker and
hump back and bo tail chubs Tlese species are consideredeaagered The proposed nrle
would require stream ws to be maintaned at a level ofat least 50rb of the histonc average

ffmonths Also remvning ows nnw available dining nmomonths could not

Potential cts to Ya River Basin activities could uine consnitations withUSFWS on
all activities requiring federal action There could also be ore seveieacnny when a
detemination s made that an ac6viiy may impact critical habitat or other endangedfish
resources There is also tle possibility of lumtations on futre diversions and incased
consumprive use ifpeak flows or historic average flows aze impacted This could result in
reconsultation on proects widi ongoing federal imolveentand may impact activities within the
100year floodplain The final Rule due September 1993 has not been finalized

The CRWCD is attempting to define the emritvimaental baseline used by the USFWS ta
evaluate flow modifications wiin Yamga River Basin The baseli is needed to determine
ifsucient water remains in ttre Yampa River Basin to make Elkhead Creek and Stagecoach
Reservoir enlargents feasible The HYDROS Model developed in 1989 to evaluate impacts of
Stagecoach Reservoir durirgthe Section 7 Consultation was found to have errors in the way
water supply and demadare presented The cwrent study is an atbempt to comect these
errors so that tte Model mo closely presents the hydrology and demands on die Yampa River

The Colorado River Water Conservation Disiict has also been looking at diversion strucfines that
may impede nomalmigtation ofendangered fish upa down the Yampa River The stimulus
for this study was the problems Craigeountered wi the USFWS when trying to obtain
approval to upgcade the divesion strucfiue for tl mumcipal intake The USFWS has
demanded that arry new pernanent diversion structure in the river chaimel must be constructed to
allow fish to cross in either direction even at low flows The CRWCD has found five siYUCtures
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below Hayden that could havepnblems with thisquiment if the USFWS places the
requuement on existing irrigation struchncs The CRWCD is czplorit avenues for cost ahaiing
anth Federal and State agencies to heIp finance the constructian of permanent sLuctures that will
meet tlris criUceria r

The Gity ofCraig was successful in designing and constivcting a diversion structune acceptabk to
the USFWS and the Arary Corps ofEngineers The City received the 1993 award for
Ezcelience in Environmental Engineering fivm the American Acadeary ofEmiroental
Engiering for tlieir effo It is felt that a similar design could be adapted for permaoent
irrigation divetsion structutes ifrequired by ti ACOE and te U5FWS

3 INVOLVEMENT IN THE WATER USER COMML7IVITY

Division staffcontinues to assist water users with preparation ofwater court and well permit
applications and provide water rights infornnation Dam owners are given assistacewith
completing Emergerrcy Prepadness plans and water useis are assisted with tle installation of
water measuring devices

Imolvement in tte commuaity continues by attendance at Stockgrowers Soil Conservation
Districts CRWCD and UYRCD meetings The Division Engineer accepts imritations to speak at
grnupneetings when the opportimity anses

In September tl Division Engineer worked with Karl Kumli ofKrassa IandlmKnmli
Madsen law finn with a presentation to Steamboat Sprin Realtois Tbe subject was Water
Rights In Relation To Real Estate Transactions T presentation seemdwell received as ttene
were approxinnately lOQ Realtors in attendance

4 UNADDRESSED WATER LSSUES

All water issues in the Division have been addressed to son exten Additional efforts are
needed to finalize die Pot Creek Agceement update Any urgency has been lessened since I3tah
and Colorddo useis have received a fair ghare of the water in the Pot Creek Basin for tt last

three yeais Perhaps e biggest unprovement in administration was the appointment of a
Water Commissioner tiat is npt an employee ofe Utah Division of Wildlife Resources wlrich
owns the upstream reservoirs

Minor problems still exist in finalizing a decree for the use of 5teamboat Lake water to
supplement flows in the lower reaches of the Yampa River for the endangedfishrovery
program Statements of Opposition by local entities have been amended in anattempt topvent
Division ofParks and OutdoorRecation from getting the decree they seek Local entities
object to tt idea that U5FWS and endangered fish will receive the benefit of water released
from Steamboat Lake

5 WORKLOAD CHANGES WHICH AFFEGT THE DIVISION

The loss of Position No 157 1QFIE has forced us to make our full fiime well inspector Water
Conunissioner ofDistrict 44 We believe this change will impactt quality ofwell conativction
and increase the number ofwells constructed without proper permits

Walter Bohrer continues to inspect wells as tute permits Is assistance in viewing well permit
applicatio is now restricted placing tte increased workload on the Secretary and Division
Engineer Other staff membeis could be available to assist in reviewing applications but
qwred training has not been provided
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Feld checks ofwater court applications continue tvsess our resounces T6e Water Referee
relies on our ncommcndatios because ofsevere time limitations impscd upon him A
ftnther eductions could foeug tn reevaluate our position on fieldipectio h

A considerable amouni of staff time was spent completing Sysenn Maintenance questionaires
for us by thc State pereonnel dcpartment in setting up new employee claases The new
language aad concept for descnbin dutiea of each position was very confusing making dris a
difficult task It becamcapparent that as the project progressed few employees would be
satisfied withtre evolving class descriptions This project seemed a havea negative impact on
employee morale

The lack of timely ieports EmCOFRS still hampcss oor ability to track expenditures mt routed
through ttre Divisionoice

Our office space previously atNovest Banlc building was out ofcompliance with theAicans
with Disabilitiea Act rrangements had been made with the bank that allowed use of space
accessible tate ptrysically disabled A new lease agreemen submitted to the baak at the
begimingoftle fiscal year was not acceptable to their attomey Aneihtpage addend waa
added to tl lease that the Attorney General found objectionable New office space was foimd in
lae November a nptice was given to the bank that we would vacate by January 1 A pait of
the irew space was lmavailable on 3anuary 1 so the move had to be made in stagea Water court
files aad sounce materials had to be placed in storage for a month but the office is now
functional The telepho numbeis and mailing addss have not changed

C011TGWATER YEAR 1994

i Key Ubjectives

Our goal is to make Division operationg as efficient as possible Staffassignntscontinue to be
evaluated nelative to work force requirements and availability Responsibilities are alternated
between staff as needed to equalize workload and improve effciey The use of computes
enhances our ability to administer water rights and provides liable inforrmation to watrusers
Well permit applicationa a reviewed prior to submittal to tl groundwater section in Deaver
This reduces the number of applications rehuued tn applicants for cornection4

Efforts to unprove the safety of all dams in the Division continue with scheduled iffipections
Uam owners are encouraged to implement adequate mauitenance programs We also continue to

assisbnce to dam owners with preparationa updatea oftteir Emergency Prepadness

Attempts will be made to acquire and maintain a complete set ofwritten policies and dinectivesof
ths Division ofWater Resources to keep us better apprised We continue to cooperate with
sister agencies and to abide by the Memoranda ofUnderstanding

u
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2 LEGISLATIVE PQLICYAND aTHER CHANGES

Legislative Liaon

We will keep in contact widiRepsentative Taylorad Senator Wattenbeig to kcep ttem
apprised of iasnes within tbe division and to ealist their support on legialativechanges tbat
impact our operations

Public Education and Informatiooal Meetins

Attendance at meetings ta provide infoimation and public education on water related information
as requeated wiU continue
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1993 OFFICB ADMIrTISTRATION

AND 1TORKLOAD MEASURES

Professional and Technical Staff 300 FTE

Glerical Staff 100 FTE

Water Coissioners Assigned 692 FTE

Wells Permitted 255

Water Court Appearances 3

Meetings with Water Users 30

Meetins to Resolve Water Related Disputes 11

Contacts to Give Public Assistance on Water Rights18548

25



STATE OF COLOIZADO

VISION
OF WATER RESOURCES

ATER DIVISION SIX

fice of the State Engineer
Department of Natural Resources

625 South Lincoln Avenue 104
PO Box 773450

Steamboat Springs Colorado 80477
Phone 303 8790272

August 24 1994

MEMORANDUM

T

FROM

l

V

HAi D SIlVIPSON STATE ENGINEER

JiiAlIlIJ Cibi 11

SUBJECT WATER BUDGET REPORT

da
G

A 25 9A

r

The previous report of the 1993 Division VI budget is incorrect Please substitute the
attached report in place of the one filed with our 1993 annual report

EWBlcp
attachment

OF C
a
c
ti o
r

876

Roy Romer
Governor

James 5 Lochhead
Executive Director

Hal D Simpson
State Engineer

Edward W Blank

Division Engineer

i



COLORADO DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
DIVISION 6 WATER BUDGET

1993

BASI N YI ELDS

White River at State Line

Yampa River above confluence Little Snake R

Little Snake River does not acct for uses in Wyo

Misc Tributaries to Green R

TOTAL Tributary to Green R

North Platte R

CONSUMPTIVE USE

White River

Yampa River above confluence Little Snake R

Little Snake River In Colorado

Green River and Tributaries in District 56

TOTAL Tributary to Green R

North Platte R

TRANSBASI N DI VERSI ON

Yampa River to Colorado R

North Platte R to Poudre R

CHANGE IN RESERVOIR STORAGE

White River

Yampa River above confluence Little Snake R

Little Snake River

Misc Tributaries to Green R

North Platte R

690505 AF

1440987 AF

503635 AF

15925 AF

2651052 AF

455164 AF

58293 AF

104911 AF

15263 AF

3185 AF

181652 AF

93496 AF

3367 AF

5892 AF

788 AF

16008 AF

628 AF

262 AF

4346 AF

revised 894



DI VI SI ON 6 CONSUMPTI VE USE 19 9 3 BY DI STRI CT

DI STRI CT 4 3

Municipal

I ndus triai

Irrigation for 32449 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

TOTAL

DISTRICT 44

Municipal

I ndus tri al

Irrigation for 25666 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

TOTAL

DISTRICT 47

Municipal

I ndus tri al

Irrigation for 114508 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

TOTAL

DISTRICT 54

Irrigation for 11765 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

TOTAL

1120 AF

11134 AF

44002 AF

2037 AF

58293 AF

950 AF

12715 AF

30871 AF

1260 AF

45796 AF

150 AF

40 AF

88182 AF

5124 AF

93496 AF

13028 AF

106 AF

13134 AF



DI STRI CT 5 5

Irrigation for 1136 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

DI STRI CT 5 6

Irrigation for 1850 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

DI STRI CT 5 7

Municipal

I ndus tri al

Irrigation for 10731 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

DISTRICT 58

Municipal

I ndus tri al

Irrigation for 36124 Acres

Reservoir Evaporation

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

2067 AF

62 AF

2129 AF

3067 AF

118 AF

3185 AF

268 AF

4265 AF

12462 AF

223 AF

17218 AF

2183 AF

9 AF

36151 AF

3554 AF

TOTAL 41897 AF

revised 894


