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WATF1tAMINISPRATIi

Grrezt Water Year 1992

1 Accamplislneats

a WaterAmnistration

The Division staff is to be carmended for their accarrplisYunts this
year A below average snowpack produced a runoff as low as 35 of

average in sane areas and lited sprinq and siarmer precipitati
did not make up for the short fa12 Water Carmissioerstimely and
effective actios kept coflicts in some areas fran becatng major
problems

Upper Colorado River Canpact

Article XIII a specifies that the State of Colorado will not cause
the flow of the Yampa River at the Maybell gauge to be depleted belaa
an aggregate of5000000 acre feet for any period of t consecutive
years This obligation was satisfied during the period 19831992

Article XI apportions thecutvee o theIitte Snake River
and its tributaries between the states of Colorado and Wyaring This

was acccmlished during 1992

Nebraska vs WyanrinQ Decree 325 IIS 589 1945 Modified 1953

In part this decree joins the State of Colorado fran

1 Diverting or permitting the diversion of water fram the North

Platte River and its tributaries for the irrigation of more
than a total of 145000 acres of land in Jackson Coimty
Colorado during any one irrigatio year

2 Storing or pernutting the storage of more than a total amot

of 17000 AF of water for irrigation purposes from the North
Platte River and its tributaries in Jacksa Coimty Colorado
betwee October 1 of any year and Septenber 30 of the following
year

3 Exporting out of the basin of the North Platte River and its

tributaries in Jaekson Coimty Colorado to any other stream

basin or basins more than 60000 AF of water in anp period of

ten cosecutive years reckoned in cantinuing proqressive
series

These limitaticros were not exceeded during 1992

Pot GYeek

Water in the Pot Creek Drainage Basin is to be apportioned between
Utah and Colorado based on an interstate priority system and a

Memorandun of Understanding Approximately 100 AF af water was

delivered to the Colorado stateline for dawnstream users in 1992

1



b DAM SAFETY

Dam safety program geals were accalished by the inspection of 79
Class 1 Class 2 and all assicned Class 3 da fourteen followup and
nine construction inspectios Three changes were nade in hazard
classifications

Two dam safety incidents in Water District 43 occurred in 1992 A

restrictio of 10 feet below spillway was imposed oaZ Big Beaver Dam
due to bois at the toe Taylor Draw Daan involved separation of the
steel liner fram the outlet canduit due to the lack of a pressure
equalizatioai vent in the conduit

Several construction projects began in 1992 mostly for dam repairs

Taylor Draw daan raising and vetinstallatioan is caIete and the
hydropower plant construction project is in progress

Big Beaver Reservoir has been drained ta facilitate repair af the
headgate DoW plans to repair the coduit afterwards and has a

contract with the USBR to design the spillway modification

Hydrology has been approved by the dam safety design reviea section
There have been no apparent actios taken to locate ar fix the

problem causing the boils

Elkhead Creek Reservoir was drained to inspect the new stainless
steel hydraulic lines which were installed in the fall of 1991 North
Michigan Creek spillway repair is corrlete Willow Creek Steanboat
Lake gate replacement is in progress and repair of the outlet

coduit and tower are canplete

The NATDAM database project was comleted in the winter of 199192
A project for this winter involves providing assistance to Class 2

dam owners in rural areas with camIeting their Fnergency

Preparedness Plans

In keeping with our policy of cooperatioai with sister aqencies
Division VI is actively encouraging owners of restricted da to

apply for GWCB loans to assist with repairs Pole Motain DaaR

located in North Park and DD E Wise Dam located between Craiq
and Meeker have received prelimixary approval for loans and are

projected for constructia in 1993

c HydrographicPrograa

Mast of the strean gauqing statioas within the divisio are owned and
operated by the USGS The divisio maintains stations which provide
data for the Satellite Moaitoring System and are used for

administration Equipment was installed in the USGS station on the

Yampa river below Craig to allow access by the SMS This statioai

along with the station at Elk River near Milner are used to track

releases fran Steamboat Lake for the mdangered Fish Recovery

Proqram
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d GrotmdWater ad Wel l Pernritt

A water quality program to obtain baseline data fran wells in the

area began in 1992 Samples were obtained during Juaze and October

results of which have not yet beex distributed

The we11 permit application review process is ogoing with a

definite improvement in the time it takes for issuance Prior to its

inceptioai the average processing time for issuance was 67 days for

exet and 118 days for nonexempt wells During fiscal year 199I92

the average days were down to 28 for exemt and 16 for nanexesrt

perniits

e Water Records Inforntioai

Division VI personnel cotinue to update diversi records Diversio
data fram the cU cauter and never befare e9ntered historical data
have been processed andsries have been included in the diversioai
records database Proble were detected in same of the CSU data

which will require effort to correct Access to the corrected data

thru Qinfo should provide useful simaries to staff and users

The Qinfo Program used by Division VI tor several years to access
and display water rights informatiari has now been distributed to

other Divisias

f Secial Projects

ihe Abandounent List coztained a total of 170 water rights 40 filed
with Division V and 130 with Division VI courts Three water rights
in WD 43 and e in WD 57 were deleted by Motio of the Divisioai

IIqineer upon determination that they were erroneously included on
the list Protests were filed on eight Division V and two Division
VI water rights Actiari is pending oai these protests

y i i a

C011rt C3SPS

Court intervetio was required to support a Cease and Desist order by
the Divisio gineer The owner of a jior water right claimed he
had first right of use for a spring on his land and refused to curtail
diversions during a call for water by a downstream senior right The

owner complied with the order oly after sufficient time had elapsed
and enaugh water had been used for his crops to mature

Lecislatiasi

There were no major changes approved in leqislatio or nea legislatio
which cauld iact our operatios
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New Develawwnts

The Colorado River Water Coservatio Dstrict ccmtinued to evaZuate

Yamipa River Basin alternatives for JLUiiper water rights Several sites

were proposed and stwdies and analyses were made of basin yields
construction costs environmerital impacts water delivery capabilities
and recreational potential It was decided that an enlargeinent to

Elkhead Creek Reservoir wi11 provide the most bexefits for the least
cost There is also a potetial for a future esIargemeiit of Stagecoach
Reservoir Final project evaluation ard developrrezit planning is in the
process The final stwdy report will be sukmitted at a publicly held
meeting

Yellaw Zacket Water Coonservancy District Colorado River Water

Conservation District Colorado Water Coservation Board and Colorado
Division of Wildlife are having discnssions concerning a potential
enlargerrent of Big Beaver Creek Dam to increase the staraqe capacity of
Lake Avery

1he City of Steamboat Springs and the Momt Werner Water and Sanitatioai
District have drained Fish Creek Reservoir to facilitate repairs and to
heighten the dam to enlarge its storage capacity Caletion is

expected in the spring of 1993

The Federal Wildemess Bill introduced last sessiai did not receive
final approval in part because of disaqreesnent over language
concerning water rights in the progosed wilderness area The language
tially proposed could have a major impact on water rights in

Jackson Cotuity and the 1945 Suprere Court Decree in Nebraska vs

Wyominq and Colorado as modified in 1953 More importantly the

granting of the proposed water rights could lead to similar filings oaci
the lower Colorado River that would inact all upstream water rights in
the Colorado River Basin There areindications that a new Wilderness

Bill similar to the old one will be introduced aqain this year

LI a 1 I a 1 I1

The Division continues to provide assistance to the public in

preparing court and well permit applications plus water rights
informati Dam owners are give assistance with carleting
FYnergeney Preparedness Plans and water users are assisted with the

installation of water measuring devices We cantinue to be involved

with the cammity by attending Stockgrowers and Soil Conservatioan

District meetings in JacJcsoon Rio Blanco and Routt Ccuities The
Divisioai gigineer has acceptedinvitations to speak at the North Park
Yrnmg Adult Ranchers meetings and other groups

Dan Birch gineer for the City of Steaanboat Springs was appainted
as Division VI Water Referee in 1992 His availabilitp to discuss

applicatians and concepts hasiroved our working relationship
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Continued efforts wi11 be expended to update the Pot Creek Agresnt
although Colorado users have received their share of water the last two
years

Minor probler are still to be resolved in the lease of water frart

Steamboat Lake far the gidangered Fish Recovery Program

ri r r rr i

The added responsibility of reviewing well permit applications has
increased staff workload Additioaal training for our staff wauld be

beneficiaI It would also benefit Denvers grotmdwater staff to spend
time in the field offices to gain a better Lmderstanding of the

problens canfronting field personnel

Because we now have a water referee who lives in Steamboat Springs

sane water rights applicatioscan be investigated by him although he
is limited by severe time and travel restrictions The resposibility
for most field inspections still lies with the division staff which

stresses our limted resources

Division operatis were impacted a year ago when ane man month was
lost from our 15 FTE pernranent parttime allocation The loss

preventedacninistrative coverage of Piceance Creek and the lower White
River for the first two weeks of April and of the Green and Little
Siake Rivers during late February and early March This also had an

imact an the morale of the two esrQloyees expected to perform their

normal duties for 92 of their normal salaries

The loss of 3780 in December 1991 through cuts by the JBC in travel
allocations forced reduced travel during the spring of 1992 Although

2150 of that was released in late March an early dry spring placed
acministrative burdens on the Division which could not be met 3U0

was also lost to Divisi V for the transfer of WD 50 and 51 dam

inapectiaans Division VI expeditures for FY1991 were approximately
620 more than allocated The results of the Novenber electia seem to

indicate budget problesns will continue

The hiring freeze has kept us from fillinq the vacant Water

Carmissioer positio in District 44 with a permanent appointnnt
which has hindered our operations A temporary persa was appointed
for the sutmer season but insufficient time was available for

carIeting diversi records

This office is not in caliance with the Americans with Disabilities

Act as we are not accessible to the physically handicapped We have

made arrangements to meet with anY handicapped person at an accessible
locatio to provide infarmatioari and assistance normally available

hrough the office

Obtaining useful reports frun 70FRS still hampers our ability to track
expenditures not rauted through the Division office
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UrlING WATFR YF1R 1993

I IY OBJFJCIlFS

To increase efficiency staff assigrnnents wi2l be evaluated relative to
manpawer requiresnts and availability Our first priority is to fill
the vacant water coRmissioner position in District 44 If bndget
restrictions keep us fran filling this positio a tesorary will be
hired for the critical statmer months

Use of canputers to acninister water and provide information to the

water using public will be increased Internally gezerated software
used to sane extent in Divisions 1 and 5 will continue to be

introduced to other Divisions and Denver An evaluation will be made

on how to increase canputers within the Division

Cotinued efforts will be made toirove the safety of all ciams within
the Division to prevent Ioss of life and dattage to property All Class

1 Class 2 and scheduled Class 3 das will beinspected this year We

wi21 provide assistance to dam owners with caripleting or revising their
Dmergency Preparedness Plans and encowrage implementatio of

maintenance programs to improve safety

We1I permit applications wil continue ta be reviewed in an effort to

further reduce the nnber of returns A request will be tde for
adclitional traning toirove our proficiency in this area We have

requested SB200 ftmds for expenses associated with a project to update
our wells database

In cooperation with our sister aqcies a Msrandum of Understanding
has been executed with the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

Efforts are tmderway for a similar agreesnent with the Division of

Wildlife We will ctinue eooperating with the Water Coaservatio

Board in obtaining financial assistance for dn repairs

2IISLATIVE POLICY Alm OZiR

Leaislative Liaisa

3ack Taylor newly elected State Regresentative for the 56th District
was given anintroduction to our dam safety program and operatias of
our office We have also discussed administrative problesns and

possible solutions with him We will continue to maintain close

contact with Representative Taylor and Sator Wattenberg to keep them
apprised and to enlist their support oa issues that arise

Public Educatioai and InfottioalMeetinas

We will cantinue to attend meetings of water user groups and will be
available to provide informatia to schooZs public qrovps and adult
education progranu



Any additional budget reductioas will impact our level of service ard
may require corqlete curtailmext of sane progra If we are imable to

fill the vacant position in District 44 the well inspection program
may have to be severely reduced or cut The approval of Amenccent 1
will have a definite imact on future budget allocations
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1992 QFFI A1ISINISPRATIiA1IDWQQADI17RFS

Professiaal and Tecical Staff 300 PTE

Clerical 100 FPE

WaterComrnssianers Assigned 742 FTS

WellsPernntted 248

WaterCourtApearaces 6

Ieetings with Water Users 31

Meetings to Resolve Water Related Disputes 12

Caatacts to Give Public Assistance oa Water Matters17615

14


