
DIVISION OF WAT R RESOURCES

DIVISION N0 6

1972 ANNUAL REPORT

I Introductory Statement

Division No 6 encompasses the northwestern corner of Colorado

including the North Platte Yampa Green Little Snake and White

River drainage basins Elevations range from 14 000 feet in the

Eastern portion to around 5 000 feet in the west including rugged

mountains irrigated valleys farmed mesas desert ranges and the

beautiful canyon country of the Yampa and Green River The annual

precipitation varies from seven inches annually in the western winter

ranges to over 40 inches in the high mountains with about 20 inches

in the crop producing portions of the Division The bulk of the

precipitation is in the form of snow during the winter months with

some areas having summer precipitation enough to support small grains

and some dry land hay

Most of the irrigation is on mountain meadows producing hay and

irrigated pasture This acreage is approximately as follows for the

various drainages Yampa River 100 000 acres White River 37 000

acres and 120 000 acres for the PJorth Platte drainage The dry farming

in the North Platte drainage is practically nonexistent due to the short

growing season and a minimum elevation of over 8 000 feet The dry crop

acreage in the Yampa drainage is approximately 131 000 acres with 17 000

acres of dry crop land in the White River drainage
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The bulk of the dry crop land is planted to wheat oats and

barley The dry land is generally summer fallowed which for the

most part means only 50 per cent of the land is in production annually

The population in Division No 6 is sparse with most of the

population being in Craig Steamboat Springs and Meeker The most

rapid increase in population is in the Steamboat area with the others

showing a small but steady increase

The major industry in the Division is still agriculture mainly

livestock production Recreation however is becoming a more lucrative

occupation with the Steamboat Springs area being the hub of this

activity at the present The ski resort at Steamboat Springs is the

main attraction although summer recreation is becoming increasingly

important through out the Division

A steam generating development utilizing huge coal deposits is

in productinn at the Colorado Ute Hayden Plant A 250 mega watt addition

to this plant is scheduled for canstruction in the spring of 1973

Several other plants are being studied for the White and Yampa drainages

Public Service of Colorado at the present time freights coal from three

local strip mines to their East Slope plants

Two large reservoirs are being planned in the ivision Bear

Reservoir on the Yampa near Oak Creek is to be a ecreational lake

for the Stagecoach development Elkhead dam near Craig will be a

recreation lake with emergency storage for proposed power plants near

Craig

LJ



Page 3

II Personnel

A

MONTHS

NAME POSITIGN DISTRICT WORKED BUDGETED MILEAGE

Wesley E Signs Division Engineer

John M Dumeyer Asst Division Engineer

W Kent Holt Hydrographer

Linda L Fox Secretary

Clarence Johnson Water Commissioner 1

William Murray eputy Water Commissioner

Roy D Steffen Water Commissioner 1

Neil Black Water Commissioner 1

Samuel Ray Deputy Water Commissioner

Donald C Gilroy Water Commissioner 1

Jack Leonard Water Com nissioner 1

James E Sellers Water Commissioner 1

Charles Gregory Water Commissioner 1

Bi ly Milner Deputy Water Commissioner

R Wayne Light Water Commissioner 1

Roger DeMaan Engineer Technician

43

43

44

47

47

54

55 56

57

58

58

58

47
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6

10

4

1 2

5

3

7

7 1 2

6

8 1 2

3

12

2

10

5

3

6

9

7

8

3

8

8

9967

12111

12105

2152

278

5759

5143

8912

7066

2650

7107

850
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III Water Supply

A The snow pack was below normal in all of the drainages with

the f ay 1 runoff predications as foTlows

Watershed Per Cent of Average

Elk River 94

North Platte River 93

White River 72
Yampa River 88

The snow melt was early in March on some of the lower drainages

The Yampa at Steamboat Springs peaked at 4 600 c f s with total flow

for the water year of 300 000 A F 89 per cent of normal

B Summer precipitation was below normal through out the Division

Combined with the early runnff the low amount of rainfall caused streams

to decline rapidly As in 1971 above no rmal fall precipitation occurred

C Flaoding was very limited due to the low snow pack The peak

flow at Steamboat on June 9 was caused by rain on top of a snow melt peak

D Water Budget will be supplied when stream flow records are

availab e

E Ground water is becoming a more important although still minor

source of domestic water Three water districts are currently using or

planning for ground water supplies Aquifers tapped are Yampa River

alluvium and Browns Park formation Yields range from 60 to 200 gallons

per minute Many individual wells have been drilled in the Mancos Shale

with resulting quantity and quality problems Routt County is presently

approving subdivision plats with reported we l yields of less than 2

gallon per minute This leads to many well failures and unhappy land

owners
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F Transmountain Diversions A F

Stillwater Ditch Yampa River 2320
c o Stillwater Ditch Co

Sarvis Ditch Service Creek 0

Four Counties Ditch Fish Creek 0

Michigan Ditch Michigan River 1770
Fort Collins

Cameron Pass Ditch Michigan River 111

Mountain Supply Co
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IV Agriculture

The value of crops produces in the Division for 1971 was estimated

at million dollars Hay production accounted for 5 6 million of this

total

In the White River drainage the major crop is irrigated hay with

very limited dry land grain production In the Yampa drainage hay

production constitutes about 2 3 of the total crops In the North Platte

drainage hay is the only crop

V Compacts

The Upper Colorado River Compact was complied with by delivery of

more than 500 000 A F in the Yampa River at Maybell

The Supreme Court stipulations on the North Platte were met in 1972

total storage was 7300 A F irrigated acreage was 115 000 acres and trans

basin diversions were 1880 A F

VI Dams

A Dam inspection activity was limited this year One failure

occurred on an illegally built fish dam south of Steamboat Springs Plans

were prepared and approved for rebuilding Filling orders were removed on

the Cove Reservoirs in District 44 after repairs were made to the dams

As built plans were requested for two dams near Craig

B Permits were issued for 51 stock dams
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VII Water Rights

A Considerable effort is being made to recorrect last years

corrections It is planned to process the new cards in Steamboat to

eliminate time and punching errors

B Referee s Rulings Division 6 200

Ground Water Right 72

Change of Water Right 17

Pian of Augmentation 0

Water Right 92

Diligence 10

Storage Right 14

Number of Referee Consultations 200

Two decrees were for a well as an alternate point of diversivn

VIII Organizations

A Colorado River Water Conservation District Glenwood Springs CO
Roland C Fischer Secretary Engineer

Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District Steamboat Springs CO

John Fetcher Secretary

Yellow Jacket Water Conservancy District Meeker CO

Robert Raley President

Pot Nook Conservancy District Baggs WY

Darwin Dunn President

Lower Yampa Conservancy District Craig CO
Jack Uavis Attorney

Great Northern Conservancy District Craig CO
John Sherman President

Northwest Colorado Water Council Craig CO
Bill Jordan Chairman

Jackson County Water Conservancy District Walden CO
Lloyd Hampton Secretary



B 8ear River Reservoir Company Yampa CO
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Stillwater Ditch Company Yampa CO

Maybell Irrigation District Maybell CO

Miller Creek Ditch Company Meeker Co

Woodchuck Ditch Company Steamboat Springs CO

Mt Werner Water and Sanitation District Steamboat Springs CO

P orrisson Creek Water and Sanitation District Oak Creek CO

Steamboat Lake Water District Clark CO

Riverside Water and Sanitation District Steamboat Springs CO

Steamboat II Water and Sanitation District Steamboat Springs CO

Tree Haus Water and Sanitation District Steamboat Springs CO
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IX Water Commissioner s Summary

District tio 55

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft
Reservoir Storage ac ft
Amount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Numberof Ditches

Number of Daily Ditch Reports
Numberof Reservoirs Served
Average Demand ac ft ac

District No 44

6 179
0

0

1 047
14
12

0

5 9

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft 106 802
Reservoir Storage ac ft 1 019
Amount Delivered from Storage 2 308
Acres Irrigated 28 161
Number of Ditches 258

Number of Daily Ditch Reports 165
Number of Reservoirs Served 40
Average Demand ac ft ac 3 8

District No 57

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft

Reservoir Storag ac ft

Amount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Numberof Ditches

Number of Daily Ditch Reports
Numberof Reservoirs Served

Average Demand ac ft ac

Transmountain

District No 43

71 875
611

2 274
14 906

117
70

35
4 9

1 039

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft 267 990
Reservoir Storage ac ft 3 185
Amount De ivered from Storage 1 870
AcresIrrigated 36 524
Number of Ditches 505

Number of Daily Ditch Reports 473
Numberof Reservoirs Served 20

Average Demand ac ft ac 7 3



District No 58

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft
Reservoir Storage ac ft
lmount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Number of Ditches

Number of Daily Ditch Reports
Number of Reservoirs Served
AverageDemand ac ft ac

Transmountain

District No 56

Direct F ow Diversions ac ft
ReservoirStorage ac ft

Amount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Numberof Ditches

Number of Daily Ditch Reports
Number of Reservoirs Served
Average Demand ac ft ac

District No 54

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft
Reservoir Storage ac ft

Amount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Numberof Ditches

Number of Daily Ditch Reports
Number of Reservoirs Served
Average Demand ac ft ac

District No 47

Direct Flow Diversions ac ft
Reservoir Storage ac ft
Amount Delivered from Storage
AcresIrrigated

Numberof Di ches

Number of Daily Ditci Reports

fVumber of Reservoirs Served
AverageDemand

Transmountain

Page 14

144 837
14 710

2 92b

50 968
522

418
51

2 9

2 320

15 301
117

0

2 390
62

38

7
6 4

30 108
0

398
11 230

89

53
5
3 7

479 426
21 469

7 660

115 590
501
434

55

4 1

1 880
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XI Reco mendations and Suggestions

The per diem situation has not improved from last year As a

matter of fact it has worsened due to increased costs Again it is

realized that this is not a Division decision but we would suggest

all should be done to make it possible for personnel to stay in quarters

befitting their positions withaut using their own funds The Federal

system of room plus a fixed amount for food seems like an acceptable

policy

The situation concerning fu11 time commissioners has been relieved

somewhat however the problem will be harder to live with as our older

commissioners are required to retire because of age It is hard to

find young competant personnel on a part time basis especially in an

area such as Division 6 where everything is done on a seasonal basis

due to the harsh winters There are many jobs during the short summer

season to compete with water commissioner jobs

One big problem is the location and indentification of diversions

The ties to section corners are in many cases erroneous and in cases

where there is no error it is almost impossible to find the corners

The diversion itself is generally evident on the ground but indentification

is many times the problem

It would seem that a permanent monument set in a prescribed position

at each diversion describing the name and other pertinent data concerning

the diversion would be an answer
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These should be prescribed by Statute and the cost borne by

the diversion owner in the same manner that the headgate and

measuring flume are handled In any case this should not be too

costly

Many diversions such as domestic wells springs and small

ditches are being adjudicated at the present time and a great

many of them are presently insignificant However in a period

of a few years as this type of water becames shorter indentification

could become a terrific problem
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