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WATER YEAR 1971

RNNUAL REPORT

DIVISION N0 6

I Introductory Statement

Division No 6 encompasses the Northwestern corner of Colorado

including the North Platte Yampa Green Little Snake and White

River Drainage Basins Elevations range from 14 000 feet in the

Eastern portion to around 5 OOQ feet in the west including rugged

mountains irrigated valleys farmed mesas desert ranges and the

beautiful canyon country of the Yampa and Green River The annual

precipitation varies from 7 inches annually in the western winter

ranges to over 40 inches in the high mountains vith about 20 inches

in the crop producing portions of the Division

The bulk of the precipitation is in the form of snow during the

winter months with some areas having summer precipitation enough to

support small grains and some dry land hay

Most of the irrigation is on mountain meadows producing hay and

irrigated pasture This acreage is approximately as follows for the

various drainages Yampa Riverl l Q acres White River 37 000 acres

and 120 000 acres for the North Platte drainage The dry farming in

the North Platte drainage is practically non exi tant due to tne short

growing season and a minimum elevation of over 8 000 feet

The dry crop acreage in the Yampa drainage is approximately

131 000 acres with i7 000 acres of dry crop land in the White River

drainage
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The bulk of the dry crop land is planted to wheat oats and

barley The dry land is generally summer fallowed which for the

most part means only 50 per cent of the land is in production

annually

The population in Division No 6 is sparse with most of the

population being in Craig Steamboat Springs and Meeker The most

rapid increase in population is in the Steamboat area with the

others showing a small steady increase

The increase in subdivision development in Routt County has

raised questions about the availability of water The County

Planning Commission requires each developer to make an assessment

of the water supply including test drilling

The major industry in the Division is still agriculture

mainly livestock prodaction Recreation is becoming a more lucrative

occupation with the Steamboat Springs area and upper White River

being the hub of this activity at the present The ski resort at

Steamboat Springs is the main attraction however the summer

recreation is also bec4ming increasin ly important through out the

Division

A steam generating development utilizing huge coal deposits is

in production at the Colorado Ute Hayden Plant This probably

constitutes the largest industrial growth potential with 5 or 6 such

plants being studied for the White and Yampa drainages Public

Service of Colorado at the present time freights from three strip

mines to their East Slope plants



Page 3 Introductory Statement
Annual Report Division No 6

Most of the water projects in operation at the present are small

irrigation reservoirs with a few recreation reservoirs being built by

the Colorado Garr and Fish Department

The Savory Pot Hook Project a joint Colorado W yoming project on

the Little Snake River Drainage has been autharized and the advanced

plans are near completion Congress has not provided funds to start

construction



IIe Personnel

A

MONTHS

NAME POSITION DISTRICT WORKED BUDGETED MILEAGE

Wesley E Signs Division Engineer

John M Dumeyer Asst Division Engineer

W Kent Holt Hydrographer

Linda L Fox Secretary

Clarence Johnson Water Corr issioner 1

Russell Thompson Deputy Water Commiss oner

Roy D Steffen Water Commissioner 1

ideil Black Water Commissioner 1

Samuel Ray Deputy Water Commissioner

Donald C Gilroy Water Cor nissioner 1

Jack Leonard Water Commissioner 1

James E Sellers Water Commissioner 1

Charles Gregory Water Commissioner 1

Billy Milner Deputy Water Commissioner

R Wayne Light Water Commissioner 1

George Franklin Engineer Technician
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III Water Supply

A The snow pack was substantially above normal in a11 of

the drainages with the May 1 averages as follows

Watershed Per Cent of Averaqe

Elk River 142
North Platte River 135
White River 117
Yampa River 141

The snow melt was slow and the rivers were relatively hi h

for a long period but there was no extensive flooding as was

feared considering the size of snowpack

6 The summer precipitation was a record low throughout

the Division However stream flow was not severely depleted due

to the high winter precipitation Near normal precipitation in

September and October closed out the irrigation season

C High flooding conditions were expected during snow melt

because of the above average extent of the snowpack Actually

near flood conditions existed during an extended period but actual

damage was l mited

Most of the flooding is usually limited to low flood plains

along the lower White and Yampa Rivers Occasionally a situation

exists in late winter that is caused by a thaw and is followed by

ice jams which cause flooding and extensive damage So far this

has been limited to the lower reaches of White River and the lower

portion of the Little Snake River
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E Ground water comprises a minor part of the water resources

of Division 6 used mainly for damestic supplies Aquifers which

have been tapped are the Quaternary alluvium with thickness of less

than 50 feet and general yields of less than 100 gpm and the Mesa

Verde Formation with a great thickness but yields of less than 50

gpm Aquifers with potential for development are the Browns Park

Green River North Park and Coalmont Formations Potential ground

water development will be mainly for domestic municipal and oil

shale industrial uses

F Transmountain Diversions

Structure Source Recipient Amount Remarks
Cameron Pass Ditch P ichigan River 0 to be used in
North Michigan Ditch Michigan River 0 1972 by Ft Collins
Four Counties Ditch 1 Fish Creek 0 sold to Sproul

Inc Colo Spgs
Sarvis Ditch Service Creek p
Stillwater Ditch Yampa River Stillwater Ditch 1079

Res Co
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IV Agriculture

The White River Drainage has almost twice as much irrigated

land as dry crop land Most of the irrigated land is in hay

production for livestock feed This land is probably about

equally divided between wild meadow hay and alfalfa The average

production on wild hay is around 2 to 3 tons per acre with alfalfa

being slightly higher Alfalfa usually produces two cuttings of

hay per season The dry crop land is almost exclusively planted

in grains wheat oats and barley The crop yields vary greatly

in proportion to the climatic conditions The average for wheat

is around 26 bushels per acre with oats and barley slightly higher

The bulk of the dry crop land is fallowed in alternating years

which cuts production to something over 50 per cent of the total

acreage annually

The Yampa Drainage has about 40 per cent more dry crop land

than irrigated The dry land crops in the Yampa Drainage are

almost identical to the White River Drairage with the exception

that a small portion of it is in the production of hay This dry

land hay is mostly alfalfa and generally produces only one cutting

The wheat yield for the Yampa Drainage is around 30 bushels per

acre The hay in the Yampa Drainage is predominately wild hay with

a yield of 2 to 3 tons per acre

The fVorth Platte Drainage produces only wild hay with a average

yield of around one ton per acre The elevation of North Park is

high and the growing season is short
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In the overall economic picture the price of farm produce

has not kept pace with the inflation of costs The result is

that the economy of the area is down The only thing that has

kept a good many of the ranchers and farmers in business is the

increase in their land values which they borrow on to keep

operating



U Compacts and Court Stipulations

A The Upper Colorado River Compact was complied with delivering

considerably over the 500 000 acre feet in the Yampa River at Maybell

Delivery to the Colorado River Compact has been no problem to date

It is contemolated that sometime in the future the call will be put on

the river at which time there is sure to be untold problems For the

good of the State and the various drainage basins an Intra State compact

between the various tributaries to the Colorado River might be the

fairest and easiest to administer

The Supreme Court Stipulations on the orth Platte drainage are in

compliance for the 1971 irrigation season These are total storage not

to exceed 17 00 acre feet the irrigated acreage to be less than 145 000

acres and the transbasin diversions less than 6 000 acre feet



VI Dams

A Seven dams in need of repair ere visited by a dam inspector

and specific instructions were sent to he owners North Delaney Buttes

Laune Reservoir in North Park was pla ed under a storage restriction

and drainage commenced on Uctober 26

B Permits were issued for 37 livestock water tanks In the

White River Uistrict there has been considerable pressure for the

development of fish ponds under the guise of stock tanks Several

locations were inspected and one application was denied because the

location was on a perennial stream



VII Water Rights

A Tabulation The transfer toXf rom and conditional lists

are nearly completed Nopefully thes will be done by November 30

as scheduled

It is hoped that the court recor s can be searched to check

with office records and final correct ons made by May 1 of 1972

A schedule has been set up with ADP s ction when the districts will

be compl ted on a monthly schedule

Some research is being done to p ssibly punch cards and make

trial run on the tabulation locally

B Referee s Rulings

1 Ground Water Right 8
2 Change of Water Right 1
3 Plan of Augmentation 0

4 Wat r Right 8

5 Diligence 2

6 Storage Ri ht 7

o special rulings were made by he referees 4Se11 o vners are

not tyi ng vel l s to surface ri ghts on y domesti c wel l s are bei ng

adjudicated There appear to be no p oblems with the referees

rulings



VII Organizations

A

Colorado River Water Conservation District Glenwood

Springs CO Roland C Fischer Secretary
Engineer

Upper Yampa Water Cons rvancy District Steamboat
Springs CO Nicholas Magill Attorney

Yellow Jacket Water Conservancy District Meeker CO

Robert Raley President

Pot Hook Conservancy Oistrict Baggs WY

Darwin Dunn President

Lower Yampa Conservancy District Craig CO
Jack Davis Attorney

Great Northern Conservancy District Craig CO
John Sherman President

Northwest Colorado Water Council Craig CO
William H Jordan Chairman

Jackson County Water Conservancy District Walden CO
Lloyd Hampton Secretary

B

ear River Reservoir Company Yampa CO

Stillwater Ditch Company Yampa CO

Maybell Irrigation District Maybell CO

Miller Creek Ditch Company Meeker CO

Woodchuck Ditch Company Steamboat Springs CO



IX Water Commissioner s Summary

District 55

Direct Flow

Reservoir Storage

Acres Irrigated

No Ditches
No Reservoirs

Average Demand

District 44

Direct Flow
Reservoir Storage

Acres Irrigated
No Ditches

No Reservoirs
Average Demand

Gistrict 57

Direct Flow

Reservoir Storage

Acres Ixrigated
No Ditches
No Reservoirs
AverageDemand

District 43

Direct Flow
Reservoir Storage

Acres Irri ated
No Ditches
No Reservoirs
Average Demand

6 666

0

1 122
14

0

5 9

96 890
1 850

33 929

230
38

2 8

72 970
2 913

15 823
117

35
4 8

293 632

116
37 210

432
16

7 9
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District 58

Direct Flow 155 735
Reservoir Storage 3 575
Acres Irrigated 50 688
No Ditches 515
No Reservoirs 31
AverageDemand 3 0
Transmountain 1 079

District 56

Direct Flow
Reservoir Storage
Acres Irrigated
No Ditches

yo Reservoirs

AverageDemand

District 54

Direct Flow

ReservoirStorage

Acres Irrigated
ido Ditches

No Reservoirs
AverageDemand

District 47

15 825
117

2 380
65

7
6 7

23 953

100
10 375

86

5
2 3

Direct Flow 243 134

Reservoir Storage 15 16
Acres Irrigated 120 000

yo Ditches 474

No Reservoirs 60

AverageDemand
Transmountain 0
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X Recommendations and SucZqestions

The Division realizes that the per diem is not set by ihe department

but feel everythinq should be done to see that personnel are reimbursed

for their ex enses hile awa from home baseP Y

The newsletter we feel has been a very worthwhile project and have

had much complimentary feed back from the recipients One criticism is

that several times this has been our only notice of ineetings and has not

given us much notice for scheduling our own time Realizing that it is

probably impossible to speed up the news etter maybe this portion could

be sent to the Divisions early

An age old problem which we have all been fiqhting for years is of

course the part time water commissioners These people are really the

workers of tt e organization and the basis for all of our records As

we all know in this day and age it is impossible to live on part time

work so it entails all of our men to work at some other job At times

while not being disloyal th y do have to look after their other interests

This makes it hard to get the full job done as it should be Everything

possible should be done to get some of the key commissioners on full

time with winter months being spent obtaining acreages and other information

to improve the records


