
ANIJUAL REPORT DIVISION N0 6

I Introductory Statement

Division No 6 encompasses the Northwestern corner of Colorado

including the North Platte Yampa Green Little Snake and White

River Drainage Basins Elevations range from 14 000 feet in the

Eas em portion to around 5 000 feet in the west including rugged

mountains irrigated valleys armed mesas desert ranges and the

beautiful canyon country of the Yam a and Green River The annual

precipitation varies from 7 to 9 inches annually in the western

winter ranges to over 40 inches in the high mountains with the average

of 16 to 23 inches in the crop producing portions of the Division

The bulk of the precipitation is in the form of snow during the

winter months with some areas having summer precipitation enough to

support small grains and some dry land hay

3he population in Division No 6 is sparse with most of the

population being in Craig Steamboat Springs and Meeker Probably the

most rapidly increase in population is the Steamboat area with the

others shbwing a small steady increase

Most of the irrigation is on untain meadows producing hay and

irrigated pasture This acreage is approximately as follows for the

various drainages Yampa River 80 400 acres White River 27 000

acres and 120 592 acres for the North Platte drainage The dry farming in

the North Platte drainage is pratically non existant due to the short

growing season and a minimum elevation of over 8 000 feet
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The dry crop acreage in the Yampa drainage is approximately

I31 000 acres with 17 000 acres of dry crop land in the White River

drainage

The bulk of the dry crop land is planted to wheat oats and

barley The dry land is generally summer fallowed which for the

most part means only 50 of the land is in production annually

The major industry in the division is still basically agriculture

mainly livestock production Recreation is becoming more of a

lucrative occupation with 5teamboat Springs area and up er White River

being the hub of this activity at the present with the ski resort at

Steamboat Springs being the main attraction however the summer

recreation is also beeoming increasingly important in all of the

division

A steam generating development utilizing huge coal deposits is

in production at the Colorado Ute Hayden Plant This probably

constitutes the largest industrial growth potential of any with 5 or

6 such plants being studied for the White and Yampa drainages Public

Service of Colorado at the present time freights most of the coal

produced in three strip i nes to their East Slope plants

Most of the water projects in operation at the present are smsll

irrigation reservoirs with a few recreation reservoirs being built by

the ColoEado Game and Fish Department

The Savory Pot Hook Project a joint Colorado Wyoming project on

the Little Snake River drainage has been authorized and the advanced

plants are near completion Congress has supposedly written in funds

to start construction in 1971

C



II Personnel

A

MONTHS

NAME POSITION DISTRICT 4iORKED NIILEAGE

Clarence Johnson

Roy D Steffen

Neil Black

Donald C Gilroy

Jack Leonard

James E Sellers

Charles Gregory

Billy Milner

R Wayne Light

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Water Commissioner 1

Deputy Water Co nissioner

Water Commissioner 1

43

44

47

54

55 56

57

58

58

58

7 3 5

8 2 5

3 1 2

5

3 1 10

7 1 3

8 2 5

7 2 5

8 2 5

11063

9793

1843

5670

5177

6821

8358

5134

6131



III Water Supply

A The snow pack was substantially aboae normal in all of the

drainages with the May lst averages as follows

Watershed No of Courses Averaged Last Year Average

Elk River 3 201 180

North Platte River 5 165 157

White River 2 239 166

Yampa River 6 228 163

The snow melt was slvw and the rivers were relatively high for

a long period but there was no extensive flooding as was feared considering

the size o the snowpack

B The precipitation was above normal during the month af June at

most of the weather stations in the Yam a River drainage It was 50 to

75 above nornial at some of these stations The White River and the North

Platte River Drainages were near normal for June June is normally the dry

month for Division No 6 and is the month that the bulk of the growing for

most crops is critical Above normal precipitation during this period is

inducive for high roduction on dry crop lands

July and August were near normal in the White and North Platte drain

ages with some below normal recordings at lower stations in the Yampa drain

ages

Early fall storms made September and Oatober normal or above in most

of tkre drainages

The combination of high June precipitation and higher than normal

river flows made an abundance of irrigation water during the most of the

irrigation season



Page 2 III Water Supply
Annual Report Division No 6

C High floocling conditions were e cpected during snow melt because

of the above average extent of the snowpack Actually near flood

conditions existed during an extended period but actual da ge was

limited With the exception of a few isslated thunderstorms below 6 000

feet elevation the flooding in Division No 6 is almost exclusively

snow melt

Most of the flooding is usually limited to low flood plains along

the lower T hite and Yampa Rivers Occasionally a situation exists in

late winter that is caused by a thaw and is followed by ice jams which

cause flooding and extensive damage So far this has been limited to

the lower reaches of White River and the Lower portion of the Little

Snake River

D The information for the Water Budget is not available at this

time but will be presented at such time that he information is available

from the U S G S



E Underground Water

District Irrigation P unicipal Commercial Stock Domestic

43

44

47

54

55

56

57

58

13

6

1

1

1

1

3

3

35

12

1

5

4

2

2

84

188

61

10

18

7

28

100

The wells in Division No 6 are not numerous enough at the present

to deplete any aquifer to any noticeable extent The total irrigation

wells are 23 with a capacity of 25 c s and many of these are inactive

in an agriculture producing capacity The most water 58 5 c f s is

allocated to commercial wells These wells have been drilled for the most

part in the Piceance Basin by Oil Companies in contemplation of future oil

shale development and are capped and not in use at present

The domestic stock wells are small and do not amount to much water

in the division however in the light of subdividing and recreation this

tyoe of development could well be a source of much controversy in the future

Actually not much information is available on ground water in the

Division The USGS have made a study on the Piceance Basin which shows a

large reservoir of underground water The USGS are at the present making a

study of the whole Colorado River Drainage which should be complete in a

couple of years
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IV Agriculture

The White River Drainage has almost twice as mueh irrigated land

as dry crop land Most of the irrigated land is in hay production for

livestock feed This land is probably about equally divided between

wild meadow hay and alfalfa The average production on wild hay is

around to 3 ton to the acre with alfalfa being slightly higher

Alfalfa for the st part produces two cuttings of hay per season

The dry crop land is almost exclusively in the production of small

grains wheat oats and barley The production on these of course

varies greatly in proportion to the climatic conditions The average

for wheat is around 26 bushels to the acre with oats and barley slightly

higher The bulk of the dzy crop land is fallowed which cuts production

to something over 50 of the total acreage annually

The Yampa Drainage has about 40 more dry crop land than irrigated

The dry crop land in the Yampa Drainage is almost identical to the White

River Drainage with the exception that a small portion of it is in the

production of hay This dry land hay is for the most part alfalfa and

generally only cuts one crop of hay The wheat yield for the Yampa

Drainage is around 30 bushels per acre The hay in the Yam a drainage

is predomi nately wild hay with a yield of 2 to 3 ton to the acre

The North Platte Drainage is almost exclusively wild hay with a

average yield of around one ton per acre The elevation of the North

Platte is high and the growing season is short

The prices of most of the produce in the area is down some what

to what it was one year ago Wheat is one exception it is up slightly
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In the overall picture the price of farm produce has not ke t pace with

the inflation of costs The result is that the economy of the area is

down 7 he only thing that has kept a good many of the ranchers and

farmers in business is the increase in their land values which they

borrow on to keep operating

u



V Compacts and Court Stipulations

The Colorado River Compact and the Upper Colorado River Compact

are still no problems to live with However it is contemplated that

in the near future there will be changes in this A trip was made to

Utah to see what the Indians are doing on the lower White River They

are developing land or irrigation at the present and the potential is

such that this could well produce problems in the future Another area

that could well be a problem area in the future is the Little Snake

between Wyoming and Colora o These are not mentioned as areas to

borrow trouble but merely as areas that are situated such that any

action that can be taken to forestall difficulty should be followed

The stipulations called for in the Supreme Court Case between Colorado

Wyoming and Nebraska on the North Platte have been complied with and a

report will be supplied to the proper authorities concerning the irrigated

acres and storage water in the 1970 irrigation season

The agreement with Utah concerning the Pot Creek drainage needs

some updating in several different aspects and will probably require a

meeting with the Utah State Engineer in the coming months
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VI Dams

ISTRICT NAME HEIGHT STREAM INSPECTED

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

7

7

47

47

47

47

47

47

54

54

56

57

57

57

57

57

57

58

58

58

58

58

58

58

58

58

8

8

58

Smizer Gulch

Johnnie Johnson

Seventh Lake

Big Lick Irrig Res

Beaver Lake

Big Beaver
Loper Reservoir

Fortification Creek

Freeman

Poose Creek

Sullivan

D D E Wise

B B Reservoir Dam

Sul livan

Lake Katherine

Aqua Fria

Burns Reservoir

Slack weiss Reservoir

Seymour Reservoir

Mexican Creek Reservoir

Muddy Pass Reservoir
Lake Roslyn Reservoir

Buffalo Reservoir

Lake John Reservoir

Petry Reservoir
RASS Reservoir

Walden Reservoir

North Michigan Cr Reservoir

Pole Mountain Reservoir

Timberlake

Cul l

Cove Reservoir

Hayden Station Ash

J O K Reservoir No 1

Lake Emrich

J C Temple

Sheriff Reservoir

Sage Creek Reservoir

Steamboat Res No 2

Oak Creek Reservoir

Burnt Mesa Reservoir

Gardner Park Reservoir

Martin Reservoir

Rams Horn Reservoir

Simon Reservoir

Steamboat Springs Res

Upper Stillwater Res

Tru11 Creek No 1 Res

Whiteley Nelson Reservoir
Allen Basin Reservoir

25 0 Ft

7 5 Ft

20 5 Ft

36 2 Ft

88 0 Ft

15 0 Ft

31 0 Ft

24 0 Ft

30 0 Ft

29 0 Ft

21 0 Ft

18 0 Ft

15 0 Ft

22 0 Ft

25 0 Ft

13 0 Ft

35 0 Ft

22 0 Ft

14 0 Ft

25 0 Ft

27 0 Ft

23 0 Ft

30 0 Ft

Washed Out

35 0 Ft

20 0 Ft

20 0 Ft

17 7 Ft

23 0 Ft

25 0 Ft

55 0 Ft

43 0 Ft

23 0 Ft

19 0 Ft

21 0 Ft

22 9 Ft

30 0 Ft

25 0 Ft

27 4 Ft

32 0 Ft

24 0 Ft

52 0 Ft

Off Stream White Yes

Vaughn Creek Yes

Big Beaver Creek Yes

Vaughn Creek Yes

Big Beaver Creek Yes

Stinking Gulch Yes

Fortification Creek Yes

Little Cottonwood Cr Yes

Poose Creek Yes

Cedar Creek Yes

Huellett Gulch Yes

No

Cedar Creek Washed Out

So Fk Pine Creek Washed Out

Beaver Creek No

Burns Draw No

Ninegar Creek No

Ninegar Creek No

Mexican Creek Yes

Grizzly Creek Yes

Wi11ow Creek Yes

Buffalo Creek No

Lake Creek Yes

Unnamed Trib Big Grizz Yes
Seepage T Big Grizzly No

Off Chan Illinois Riv Yes

Michigan River Yes

Mexican Creek Xes

Ti mbe rl ake Ye s

4 Mile Cr Branch Yes

Cottonwood Creek No

Off Stream Stor Yampa Yes

West Fish Creek Washed Out

Emrich Dra Yes

Temple Gulch Yes

Trout Creek Yes

Sage Creek Yes

Fish Creek Yes

Oak Creek No

So Fk Hunt Cr No

Upper Yampa No

Yellow Jacket Creek No

Dome Cr Up er Yampa No

Middle Hunt Creek Yes

Fish Creek Yes

Upper Yampa

Trull Creek Yes

Lawson Creek No

Middle Hunt Creek Yes
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ISTRICT NANIE HEIGHT STREAM INSPECTEb

58

58

58

58

58

58

58

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

7

7

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

Fish Creek Reservoir 39 5 Ft

Hahns Peak Reservoir 35 0 t

Willow Cr Res Steamboat Lake 95 0 Ft

Lester Creek Reservoir Pearl L 90 0 Ft

McChiwis Reservoir 44 0 Ft

Stillwater Reservoir 66 0 Ft

Heart Lake 12 0 Ft

Addison Reservoir 12 0 Ft

West Arapaho 16 0 Ft

South Arapaho 19 0 Ft

Big Creek Lake 6 0 Ft

Bennett Reservoir 16 0 Ft

Brand s Reservoir 21 0 Ft

Boettcher Reservoir 9 0 Ft

Butte Reservoir 9 0 Ft

East Delaney Lake 8 0 Ft

Lavne Reservoir 25 0 Ft

Case No 1 13 0 Ft

Case No 2 9 0 Ft

Clayton Reservoir 23 0 t

Cowdry Lake 8 0 Ft

Fischer Reservoir 12 0 Ft

Hap Reservoir 12 0 Ft

Hecla Reservoir 20 0 Ft

House Reservoir 19 0 Ft

Hunter Reservoir 10 0 Ft

Jackson Reservoir 14 0 Ft

Kettle Reservoir 24 0 Ft

McFarlane Reservoir 24 0 Ft

McGowan Reservoir 16 0 Ft

Ninegar Reservoir 14 0 Ft

Rock Reservoir Z4 0 Ft

Shawver Reservoir 13 0 Ft

Stambaugh Reservoir 22 0 Ft

Three Mile Reservoir 16 0 Ft

Van Valkenburg Reservoir 16 0 Ft

Fiidings Reservoir 8 0 Ft

Big Creek Reservoir

Fish Creek

Willow Creek

Willow Creek

Lester Creek

Watson Creek

Upner Yamna

Watson Creek

Buffalo Creek

Arapaho Creek

Rrapaho Creek

Big Creek
Unnamed T Beaver Cr

Roaring Fork
Lake Creek

Lake Creek

Lake Creek

Potter Creek

Potter Creek

Buffalo Creek

Michigan River

North Platte River

Buffalo Creek

Arapaho off stream

Spring Creek
So Fk 3Mile Cr

Dry Creek
Newcomb Creek

Illinois River

Middle Fk Mexican Cr

Ninegar Creek

Newcomb Creek

Sutton Creek

Little Grizzl

Three A ile Creek
T Big Grizzly
T Big Grizzly
T Big Creek

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

To

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

o

No

No

No

No

No

Darcey Reservoir Little Wil ow Creek No
m

There is still room for more and more thorough dam inspections However probably r

more dams have been inspected this year than any other year I have worked as Division

Engineer Two dams Cove and Cove Lake Dam in District 44 have been drained and will

remain so until Mr Mack has complied with the State Engineer s orders on repairs The

une Reservoir North Delaney Butte has been built without plans and specifications

and is in the hands of the State Engineer s Dam section The Big Creek Lake Reservoir

Dam needs repair other than some minor repairs and restrictions this brings the dams

in Division 6 in air condition



VZI Water Rights

Ft

The tabulation has been tentatively corrected with the exception

of v hite River

The nlhite River tabulation is currently being checked with the

court record It would appear that this should be done with all of

the tabulation for there has been several things brought to light that

was not in our records It would appear that our corrections will run

over 25 per cent I would like to have untill spring at least to finish

the corrections

The public in general has accepted the tabulation I have the

feeling that it is somewhat overwhelming to the bulk of the water users



LJ

VII Water Rights

B

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

DIVISION NO 5

Underground Water Right

Change of Water Right

Plan for Augmentation

Water Right

Dili gence Cond Decree

Water Storage Right

DIVISION NO 6

Underground Water Right

Change of Water Right

Plan for Augmentation

Water Right

Diligence Cond Decree

Water Storage Right

0

1

0

13

37

6

0

0

0

2

0

1

One we11 was used as an alternate point of diversion for a water

right This was in the Piceance Creek Basin and is to be used for

experimental purposes in extracting oil from oi1 shale Actually

there are not enough wells in Division No 6 to make to much difference

for the most part they have done nothing



VIII Organizations

A

Colorado River Water Conservation District Glenwood Springs Colorado

Roland C Fischer Secretary Engineer

Upper Yampa Conservanc District Steamboat Springs Colorado

Nicholas Magill Attorney

Yellow Jacket Conservancy District Meeker Colorado

Robert Raley President

Pot Hook Conservancy District Baggs iityoming
Darwin Dunn President

Lower Yampa Conservancy District Craig Colorado

Jack Davis Attorney

Great Northern Conservancy District Craig Colorado

John Sherman President

B

Bear River Reservoir Company Yampa Colorado

Stillwater Ditch Company Yampa Colorado

Maybell Irrigation District Maybell Colorado

A2i 11er Creek Ditch Company Meeker Colorado

Woodchuck Ditch Company Steatnboat Springs Colorado



Ix Water Commissioner s summary

District No 58

Direct Flow 133 197 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 8 597 Ac Ft

No Ditches 457

Acres Irrigated 48 761 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 30

Acreage Demand 2 73 Ac Ft Acre

District No 57

Direct Flow 70 921 35 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 2 268 4 Ac Ft

No Ditches 124

Acres Irrigated 15 097 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 10

Acreage Demand 4 69 Ac Ft Acre

District No 56

Direct Flow 18 825 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 64 8 Ac Ft

No Ditches 69

Acres Irrigated 2 214 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 6

Acreage Demaxid 8 52 Ac Ft Acre



Page 2 IX Water Commissioner s Summary
Annual Report Division No 6

Direct Flow

Reservoir Storage

No Ditches

Acres Irrigated

No Reservoirs Served

Acreage Demand

District No 55

8 040 Ac Ft

0

13

911 Acres

0

8 82 Ac Ft Acre

District No 54

Direct Flow 27 723 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 413 Ac Ft

No Ditches 91

Acres Irrigated I1 425 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 3

Acreage Demand 2 42 Ac Ft Acre

District No 47

Direct Flow 134 080 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 5 523 5 Ac Ft

No Ditches 61

Acres Irrigated 35 769 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 14

Acreage Demand 3 74 Ac Ft Acre

Trans lountain Diversions

Cameron Pass Ditch 1 0 0



Page 3 IX Water Commissioner s Summary
Annual Report Division No 6

Direct Flow

Reservoir Storage

Acres Irrigated

No Ditches

No Reservoirs

Acreage Demand

District No 44

94 893 Ac Ft

1 763 Ac Ft

28 608 Acres

250

5

3 32 Ac Ft Acre

District No 43

Direct Flow 251 498 Ac Ft

Reservoir Storage 0

No Aitches 419

Acres Irrigated 38 180 Acres

No Reservoirs Served 0

Acreage Demand 6 58 Ac Ft Acre

C



X Recommendations and Suggestions

There have been more changes in the State Engineer s Office this year

than in the last eleven years that I have worked for the organization and

probably ma ny years before that This I feel is good for many changes

were certainly in order Considering the fact the only one that doesn t

make errors is the one that does nothing probably many errors have been

recorded during this past year

The tabulation has caused much work and there is at least in Division

No 6 much more to do I eel that all parties working on this should be

brought together and all problems involved be discussed in detail in an

attempt to straighten out many dif erences that exist I feel that the

tabulation is good and every attempt should be made to make it as perfect

and workable as possible

The Water Commissioner s report and the Division Engineer s report should

be made to coincide more than they have this year but this zs a small problem

and can be easily resolved if the Engineer s report is near the same for the

following year I would suggest if changes are in order that they be made

before the start of the irrigation season

I would like to thank the State Engineer s office for their cooperation

and help during 1970 I would also like to commend and thank the personnel

of Division 1Vo 6 for their work and cooperation during the past year

i


