
5teamboat Springs Colorado

November 27 1967

Mr A Ralph Owens
Colvrado State hgineer

101 Coluiabine Building
1845 herman Street

Denver Colorado 8 2 3

Dear 1 1r Owens s

I herewith present my Annual Report for Trrigatian Dieision Nttmber

Six far the gear 1967

Attached to this report are the tabulations oi the Water Co nissioner s

Ditch and Reservoir Reports for i967 for Water Districts Nuuiaber 43 4

54 57 and 8 Also attached is copy of the Water Co nissioners report

for the administration of Pot Creek for 1966 This report is always one

year late due to the fact that it is submitted in March by t e Utah Com

missioner administering this area

A total of 851 ditches wer reported in the Division with a total

of 639 759 acre feet being diverted for the irri ation of 141 888 acres

making an avsrage diversion of 4 5 acre feet per acre The irrigation

season extended from Mareh lsth to November 3rd with District 43 having

the longest season rhich e ctended over 102 days

Water Co aissioner reports show a May 1st reservoir storage of

16 926 acre feet with a 20 304 acre feet capacity The e were a total

of 62 reservoirs reported by Commissioners in all Districts The No

e ber ist storage is reported as 8 607 acre feet this figure actuallg

misleading due to the fact that there are more recreational reservoirs

ivery yea and these remain full or nearly so the year aroumi

The I ay ist snow pack was below normal with the soil moisture below

nox mal The rurivff for the YampaWhite River drainages was predicted at

7f1 of normal
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With storage at an all time low it appeared that we were in for a

dry year The first two weeks of Ma y were vnusually dry ar d allowed every

one to get their spring Work completed and from all appearances confirtned

the prospects of a dry year

Ra in started in approximately midMay and above normal precipitation

continned through August with the rain coming at the proper intervals for

proper irrigation This made what originally appeared to be a dry year

into one of the best production years tha t we have had in many gears

The temperatures were also abane normal which also idsd in making

an outstanding crop

S mall grains and dry land hay produced a bumper crop in the Division

aLnost without exception Irrigated crops were also abvve average in

production

Some of the crops were hard to harvest due to rain in late July and

August However the above average production made up for any waste caused

by excess precipitation

The range land in the Division had one of the highest productions

in many years with an cess of gra s left after the grasing season

Water District 43 had a good water supply at start d out to

be a hard year on Piceance Creek with most of the ditches closed earlier

than usual turned out to be an outstanding year due to the May and J ne

rains

The interest in oil shale is stillhigh with oi1 co apanies studyin

the water supply for White River An atomic bla st under grourxi is planned

for this area in the coming year It is hoped that this wi 11 release the

oil in the oil shale
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The Rangely area was denied the right to for u a water conserv ncy

distriet due to a discrepancy in the law which made it ille l for a dis

trict of their evaluation to iarta An attempt to chan e this law by the

1967 Legislature failed At the present time the area is considering

forming a sub distriet ur der the Colorado River Water Conssr ration District

so they might work on building the Rangelg Froject tander the nall Pro

jects tct

The Feasibility Investigations by the Btireau oi Reciamation on the

YeZlow Jacket Project are to be completed by this fall with a draft of

the report completed shortly thereafter The project ii completed will

fnrnish arour d 55 000 acre feet of water for the irrigation of about

23 600 acres around the Meeker area

The adjudication proceedings are still underway in Water District

44 with several claims being presented at each court hearing

The Juniper Water Conservaney Distriet and the Calorado Ri ver Con

servation District have put up 20 000 for the Bureau of Reclamation to

start Feasibility Studies on the Juniper Projeet loeated in Moffat County

6 Tater Districi No F en oyed above average precipitation as did

the rest of the Divisian The Cheyenne Wyoming Transeontinental DiversioM

out of the North Fork of the Little Snake was visited this fall a alI

of the facilities are completed ar d working including a large storage

reservoir in Hog P rk on the headwaters of the campment River

The Bureau of Reclamation is in the advanced planning stages on the

avory Pot Hook Project in District 54 The final plan is expeeted in

i969 A s ight set back raas axperienced this summer when a sizeable

block of land was determined unsuitable for irrigation as a result of
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soil surveys Other lands were available so it is doubtful if this factor

will hald up the project

The Division IIzgineer was ca11 1 on to furnish testimony to the

Court concerning ditches in Water District No 55 that had been previously

adjudieat i in Water Districts 4 and The first General Adjudication

of Water District No 55 is presently underway in the District Court

in Moffat County

There are very few ditches in Water District 5 and it is doubtful

if this wi11 cause any change in the administration of the nistrict

The pot Creek Water Users meeting in Vernal Utah was attended on

March 1 1967 The meeting was for the most pax t routine Mr Dave

Rasmussen was appointed as Water Commissioner for 1967 Mr Rasmussen

was contacted this fall and apparentl r Pot Creek had an aeerage run of

water arni it was delivered to the Colorado users with a nimut of trouble

Appa rently the Utah Game and Fish Depa rtment buying the Crouse ght has

releived the situation on Pot Creek consi derablg

Everyone was saddened by the sudden death of Mr A R Goree Water

Commissianer in F Jater District No 57 for over 35 years Mr Goree worked

friday dune 23rd in apparently gaod health and passed aw y on sunday

June 25th with a heart attack

Mr steffen Water Commissioner ir Water District whv had pre

viously served as a Deputy in District 57 was able to fill out the re

mainder of the year without any diifieulty It was fortunate that it

w s an easy year

A test was given in October for a replacement i n District 57 with

four applicants being tested It is fortunate to have this a ny applications

0
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for the position

The Sheriff Reservoir enlargement for the town of Oak Creek was

completed with the exception of a little work on the riprap

A new Deputy Water Commissioner was hired for the Upper Ya pa River

in Water District 8 This has helped considerably in a troublesome area

and it should also aid in a change over when Mr Light reach s retirement

age

ihe Bear River Reseraoir Company hired a Grand Junction engineering

firm to make a Feasibility 5tudy on the Yamcola Reservoir site on the

headwaters of the Yampa River They p3 an to try to eonstruct this urider

the Bureau of Reclamations nall Projects Act The report is altaost

complete at this time It would certainly help to utilize the flow oi

the Upper Yampa if this projeot could be constructed

The Gan e Fish and Parks Department has cotnpleted the Willow Crsek

ReserEroir at Hahns Peak The fi nal inspection was m de ldovember 22nd

at which time the gates were closed and stora e was started This res

ervoir is a joint project with Colorado iite Aectric Association with

the Game and Fish Department using 18 000 acre teet for strictly recrea

tion purposes and Colorado Ute using 000 acre feet for standby storage

for their power plant at Hayden It is not contemp7 ated that Colorado

Ute will nssd this water in the near future This lake which wi11 co er

some 1 10Q acres shoul i make an outstarxiing recreational area

The Game and Fish Department also cc mpleted and filled the Upper

5tillwater Reservoir above Ya pa This is nice recreation area and to

date has eaused no administration proble n even though it is in a water

short area
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There was an adjudication proceedings opened in Waier District No

58 November 13th by the Town of Steamboat L rings to adjudicate winter

flow for the Town

An artesian water well was brought in by an oil well driller west

of Yampa on Watsan Creek This we11 is producing around 6 c i s of

warm water from an 8 inch well The temperature is around 110 F and

the water is fresh with possibl a little hardness The raneh involved

is having he well cased and capped This eould re11 start an increase

in well drilling activi ty in this area

The Bureau of Reclamations Weather Modification Project is still

urxler wa with more snow measurements stream measurements and cloud

seeding Afaany valuable records and information are being eoll eted if

nothing else

The Water PollutioM Iiearings were attericiiad in Grand Junetion Some

suggestions were made as to the classifieation of the different reaches

of the Little Snake River The rest of the streams in the ivision seea ed

to be properly elassified as to amount nse etc

A Water Co nissioners meetin wi th all of the Com nissioners of the

Division in atterxianee was held the 3rd of April The years work was

covered rith problems discussed and questions answered This is the

second such meeting and they seem to be very helpful for everyone involved

The fall has been rather dry but snows the last week have started

a goad snow pack iM the higher mountains which is encouraging for the

1968 water year
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I would like to thank the Water Commissianers of a y Divi ion for

their cooperation arbd for doing an excellent job during the past year

Also I wish to thank the State Eazgineer s affice for their cooperation

in fulfilling all requests made b r the Division

tbmitted

Wesley E Signs
Irrigation Division gineer

Division No 6

C



TABULATION OF WATER COT iI SIONER S ANNiT iI

DITCH REPORT5 FOR IRRIGATION SEASON F 1967

District No of Amount of Capacity First Day Last Day
No Ditches Appropriation of Ditehes Water Was Water Ydas

Reported Gubic Feet Cubic Feet Us Used

Per Secorxi Per Second

43 220 1 62 1 2 2 1 34 3 15 11 1

4 19a 813 80 1 113 5s 4 io 6

4 71 261 82 600 91 i 15 11 3

55 56 No Water Commissioaer Report

57 70 457 5 450 00 4 5 is i

58 300 1 6qi 10 1 711 00 4 i 11 1

TiMALS 851 4 786 67 6 126 83 3 15 11 3

istrict Average No Average Dailq No oi Total Nc Water Use
No Days Water Amount Carried Acre Feet Of Acres Acre Feet

Carried Cubie Feet Used Irri ated Per cre

Per econd

3 io2 1 o8w 8 278 42 3 39 8 6

4 47 698 9 108 657 28 889 3 8

5 98 38 i N 57 2i io 3 o 5 6

55 56 Ido Tater Commissioner Report

57 63 2 6 3 55 417 15 i4o 3 7

g8 62 1 083 6 138 822 g3 o8o 2 6

S 37 3 35i 639 759 i4i 888 4 5



TABULATION OF 6dATER CQMMISSIONER 5 ANNUAL RESERVOIR
REPORTS FOR IRRIGATIObT SEASON OF 196

District IIse of No of Area of Capacit in Capacity in
No Water Reservoirs H W L Cubic Feet Acre Fset

Re rted cresf t

j 44 Irrigation 2 336 99 118 551 2 275 4

stock water 3 5 6 415 92 147 3

i n

Recreation 3 I 142 38 436 941 882 4

i Not Used 3 1 332 000 30 6

ro2AL z9 487 14 3o3 4i2 3 335
i
r

s 5 Irrigation 1 30 17 3 5 0 398 2
F

j Stock Water 3 j l0 2 103 739 48 3

rrot Usea 3 i z oo 000 39 0

ToTAL 7

y

44 2i i48 739 85 5

i

57 Irrigation 7 185 86 301 226 1 981 2

Domestic 1 33 30 975 295 711 1

Not Used 4 I 38 30 935 95i 710 2

TOTAL 12 256 148 212i472 3 02 5

58 Irrigatiox 12 48 5oi 369 4a5 11 509 9

Do estic 2 120 68 36 i6o 1 57i o

ar 14 6oa 569 805 565 13 080 9

To AL ALL
DISTRICTu 62 1 387 88 47o i88 20 30 6
ftE Kf D



RE ERVOIR TABUL TION COAiTINUED

District Quantity of Water Quantity of Water First Da Last Day
No In Reser oir In Reservoir Water Used Water Used

Ma 1 1967 November 1 1 6 Fra From

Cubic Ft Acre Ft Cubic Ft Acre Ft Reservoir Reservoir

4 Irrig 69 111 876 1 586 6 6 096 384 14 6 1 8 18

Stock i 5 7 9 920 1 2 7 9 92 132 0

F sh 38 36 94i 882 38 436 94i 882 4

ToTAL i13 98 737 2 6oi o 50 283 245 l i r 4 6 1 8 18

54 Trr g 17 3 5 00 398 2 o i 7 25 9 7

5tock 2 103 739 48 2 6 0 000 13 8

Not used 1 700 000 39 1 i 7oo 000 39 0

Tt r 21 1 8 39 85 5 2 300 000 52 8 p 7 25 9 7

57 Irrig i 8 220 998 1 956 2 73 700 62 8 6 10 j 7 25

Domestie 3 9 5 95 711 i 15 53 00 35 7
i

8 18 9 5

ot Us 3i 265 951 717 7 30 072 100 690 4 i

ToTATS 147 462 24 3 385 2 48 2g9 800 1 107 9 6 10 9 25

8 Irrig 3ad 978 312 8 883 8 222 863 059 5 116 2 5 15 10 10

Domestic 68 436 i6o 1 571 i 51 2oi 29 175 8 8 12 30

F

ro AL 55 i4 472 io 454 9 27 4 35 6 z91 6 5 i5 2 30

a

TOTAI ALL

z r eTS 737 324 19z ib 926 6 37 9a7 399 s 6o6 7 5 15 30



RESERVOIR TABULATION CONTINUID

District f Average Aio Average No of Total Remarks

No Days Water Daily Acre Feet Acres

Carried Amount Reservoir Irrig t d
Carried Water

Cubic Ft Carried

32 33 7 1 781 990 Portion oi acreage

reported under ditches

5 5 2 50 225 800 igplemental water to

this acreage

5 4 9 7 777 1 050 Some of this acrea e

reported unrier ditches

5 29 2 55 3 6oz Water supplemental to

Irrig ditches reported

Domestic 100 2 20 395

TOTAIS 41 90 6g 6 780 2 840



SU INIARY OF 1966 PtYT CREEK DI5TI IBUTIDN

The yield of water from drainage above the Matt Warner was significantly

less during 1966 as compared with 1965 Total from 1966 was 2 122 Ac Ft

as compared with 3 857 in 1965

Due to the fact that elph Calder held over approximately 2 400 Ac F t

from 1965 his Matt Warner Reservoir was fu11 and spilling 5 7 cfs on my
first visit April 12 1966 n thi da e I released approximately 8 0
cfs as per elph CaLder s request He was concerned over the po ocibility
of his fish going over the apillway and down Fot Creek

In contrast the yield measured below the Matt Warner and Crouse Res
ervoirs near the CoZorado 1ine was F00 of the 196 yi 3d wh n 2 140

Ac Ft was measured in 1966 as compared to 535 Ac Ft in i965

The Crouse Reservoir headgate was damaged by ice and storage in this
facility was limited until the Fish and Game Department was able to repair
the damage ami begin storage The Fish and Game Department released a por

tion of their storage for use in construction of the Jones Hole ish Hatchery
road and the balance for wildlife use dvwn stream from the Crouse R servoir
As a result some oi this water went into Cclorado and added to the total

received by these users Records show measurable amounts as late as August 26

1966 as compared to July 11 in 1965

Repair on the Crouse eservoir was eompleted by September 3 1966 and

storage of the relea5ed water from Ma t Warner began For details an the

rel ase oi Calrler water to the Fish and Game see the agreement which is

enclosed in this report

Since all storage facilities filled to capacity and all rights were
satisfied t se of the storage water was left to the discretion of Users

owning the right to use this water

On July 11 1966 Max Rasmussen and Karl Searle rere delivered 60 0
Ac Ft out of their total of 138 0 e ft ineluded as part of the Ca der

Right and stored in the Matt Warner Reservoir In addition to this elph

Calder may have turned them other water la ter in the season when the Matt
Warner was drained for fish harvest

Water used by A Allen Bennion was released by elph Calder as was

water used by H Ralph Siddoway down tream

N y last visit was on tober 14 1966 the Matt Warner had a g h

of 935 Approxi nately 8 0 eis was being released do m stream for use by
Calder ar in an effort ta lower the water for fish haz est

In summary it would be fair to say that a11 rights were satisfied
up to arid above the limits of their fillings due to the fac that the Matt

Warner hold over caused exira water to go down stream to the Fish ami Game

as well as Colorado users Also the neeessity of draining Crouse Reser oir
for headgate repair increased the water available for use by Colorado users
downstream
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The only known violation of water use occur ci October 6 i966 when

the Fish and Game Department personel reported that Mayne Bros were divert

ing water from Pot Creek in the old Shiner Ditch Torth and East from Allen

Bennion s property The diversion was dammed off and photos taken before
and after for record It is recommended that this diversion be destroged

since it has been rul d as being il legal in several instances before by the
State IIzgineer s Office

For assessment purposes it is recommended that a11 users be assessed

an the basis of using a full right or as followsi

elph Calder Total svailable for use 2 4 3 2 ac ft

Joseph 0 Calder 262 0 ac ft

A11en A Bennion 101 8 ac ft

Carl E Searle 6q 0 ac ft

I B Rasmussen 69 0 ac ft

Utah State Fish Game Dept 1 1 0 ac ft

Colorado Users 149 8 through Matt Zn arner Limited to their

extra water released from filin 5 l E

Crou e Total available for use 2 140 ac ft

Trips to the Pot Creek area were made on the followin dates per the

request of individual Users or in the necessary operation of the syste n to
obtain information or make necessary adjustments

April 12 1966

Apri1 24 1966

Ma 1U 1966

May 27 1966

dune 4 1966

June 12 1966

July li 1966

dnly 16 1966

September 26 1966

October 14 1966

Thes trips were as per agreement at the rate of 25 each 1 mileage and

1 time compensation

After considering the experienee gained over a period of pears as the
Pot Creek Commissioner the following recommendations are made in an effort
to more efficiently distribute the waters of this system

1 A need still e3d sts for the tate hgineer s Office to compile

a comprehensive priority schedule ineluding all rights ont of
Pot Creek Re distribution of property ownerships has eaused
considerable confusion of water rights held in the original Calder

Storage in Matt Warner Reservoir Some question also exists on

the diversion and total amount of water allocated to the Colorado
Users
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2 6dhile some advance was seen during 1966 in the area of water measur
ing and control structures a need sti11 remains for the installation

of proper measuring devices below the Matt Warner Reservoir and the
Crouse Resexrooir The F i sh and Game Department along with the
Colorado tTsers should be contpZimented for the work done at their
diversion point above Crouse Canyon

3 The budget should remain at least twelve trips ar l 50 ior the

Commissioner s Report
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ALLqCATI N OF POT CREEK FLOW

Matt

Month Bot C Flow Fish Game Colo Rts Calder Rt Warner
Ma reh U S G S A F A F A F A F Gage Ht

1

2

3

5
6

7
8

9
io

ii

13
14

i5
16

17
18

19
20

21

22

23
24

2

z6

z7
28

2q
3a

3i

TOTAL

2 0

6 0
10 0

i6 o

z6 o

36 o

q6 o

2 0

6 0
1 0

10 o

io o

lo o

s o

6 0
16 0

26 0

s o
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ALLOCATION QF P02 CREEK TAW

Matt

Month Pot C Flow Fish Game Colo Rts Calder Rt Warner

April U S G S A F A F A F A F Gage Ht

1 40 o sa 0 30 30 o

2 46 0 10 0 36 0

3 o io 0 3 o

4 o o io a 30 o

5 38 a lo 0 28 0

6 40 0 10 4 30 0

7 3 o io o 38 0

8 2 0 1 0 2 0

g uz o io o 32 0

io 36 0 lo 0 26 0

11 26 0 1 16 0

12 17 0 1 0 7 8 2 above

13 15 8 10 0 5 8 spillway

14 16 6 io o E 6

15 19 8 10 0 9 8
16 2z 4 10 0 12 0

17 22 0 10 0 12 0

8 40 0 1b o 30 0

19 48 o o 0 38 o

20 3 0 10 0 24

21 24 0 10 0 1 0

22 24 0 10 0 14 0

23 24 0 10 0 14 0

24 26 Cf 10 0 16 0 Spillway level
25 22 0 10 0 12 0

26 22 0 10 0 12 0

27 17 10 0 7 8
28 16 2 10 4 6 2

2 i6 z 10 0 6 z

3o i6 2 10 0 5 z
TcrraZ 895 300 0 595 4
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ALIACATION OF POT CREEK FIAW
Matt

Month Pot C Flow Fish Crame Colo Rts Calder Rt Warner

May U S G S A F A F A F A F Gage Ht

1 14 8 10 0 4 8

2 1 2 10 0 2

3 i5 8 io o 5 8
4 17 d 10 0 7

5 17 8 lo a 7 8
6 19 0 10 0 9 0

7 22 0 10 0 12 0

8 22 0 10 0 12 0

9 24 10 0 12 2 0

10 28 o io o sz 0 6 0
11 32 o io o 12 o io o

iz 30 0 lo o i2 o 8 0

13 28 o so o 12 0 6 0

1 22 o io 0 1z o sP ii ay
15 18 2 io o 8 2

16 14 8 1 0 4 8

17 11 2 10 0 1 2

18 7 8 7 8
19 7 0 7 0
20 6 4 6 4
2fi 5 6 5 6
22 S 2 5 2
23 4 6 4 6
24 4 6 4 6

25 4 6 4 6

26 5 2 5 2
27 5 2 5 2 5pillway
28 4 4 4 4

29 4 0 o

30 3 2 3
31 5 2 5 2

TOTAL 424 3 24 8 149 8 3 0
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ALLOCATTON QF Pf T CREIIt LOW

Matt

onth Pot C Flow Fish Game Colo Rts Cald er Rt Warner

Jtu1e U S G S A F A F A F A F Gage Ht

i 3 4 3 4
2 2 8 2 8

3 2 4 2 4
4 2 2 2 2

5 2 2 2 2

6 2 0 2 0

7 2 0 a

8 5 2 5 2
9 4 0 4 0

10 2 6 2 6
11 2 2 2 2 I07
12 No significant flow after this date affecting rights
i3
14

15
16

17
18

19
zo

zl

22

23
24

25
z6

27
28

zq
30

TQTAL 31 0

TOTAL FOR SEASON 14 F7 2
31 0

803 8 149 8 673 4 107


