
a

Stearnboat Springs Colorado

November 27 1964

Mr J E Whitten

Colorado State Engineer

Denver Colorado

Dear Mr Whitten

I herewith present my Annual Report for Irrigation

Division No 6 for the year 196 f

Attached are the tabul ations of the Water Commissioner

Ditch and Reservoir Reports for 1964 from Water Districts

43 5 S7 and 58

The first water diverted for direct irri ation in Divi

sion No 6 was April 15th vut oi Piceance Creek in lnlater

District No 3 arxi the last day was November 15th out of

imerick Creek in Water District No 43 Diversions for

Municipal uses were reported as of April lst in Water District

No 8

The irrigation season exteraded over a perioct of 228

days in Division No 6 The length of season va ried from

166 days in Water District No 44 to 214 days in Water District

No 43 A total of 686 ditches were reported in the Division

carrying an average daily flow of 2 718 cubic feet of water

per seeond There was 452 303 acre feet of direct flow water

applied for irrigation to 126 372 acres The average use of

water per acre irrigated for the season was 3 58 acre fest

Water Corrm issioner Reports show a total of 21 643 acre

feet of available storage capacity wzth a May 1st storage
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of 16 769 acre feet This amounted to approximately 25

increase over the 1963 May ist storage The November lst

storage was reported as 6 121 acre feet or an increase of

approximately 60 over the 1963 carry over storage

The early snow pack was below normal and a limited short

age was foreeast in January and February The snow pack

increased during I arch to the point that the forecast predicted

near normal snowfall with generally adequate water supply

The forecast was generally correet for Division No 6

The snow held in the high mountains much later than usual

whieh caused a better flow at the time it was needed

The precipitation for the month of June was above normal

for most of the Division This made an average to above aver

age dry land hay crop The above condition also increased

the production of the dry land small grains in the Division

This increased precipitation in June also relieved the water

use on some of the smaller drainages that usually cause trouble

durin this month

Above average precipitation during the month of August

made it difficult for m ost harvesting and haying Nhich of

the produce uas of a lower quality due to this excess pre

cipitation

Temperatures for the irrigation season were near normal

Heavy frosts were experienced in approximately half of the

Division during the last week of August These frosts did
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considerable damage to spring planted small grains

The months of September and October were extremely dry

However some snow has fallen on most of the ratersheds in

Division No 6 during the month of November thus making the

prospects for the coming year more favorable in spit e of a

dry soil moisture condition

Mr Watkins Water Commissioner Water District No 43

again made several readings in cooperation with the Bureau

of Reclamnation on some of the main ditches out of the White

River Ihis work is for the reconnaissance study on the

proposed YellokT Jacket Project

Oil cotr panies have purchased several ranches in Water

Distriet No 43 The purchases apparently are for the water

rights for the future development of oil shale Presently

these are rented back to the past owners for the County taxes

The bulk of these sales are on Piceance Creek however some

have been on maan White River

Humble Oil Company has drilled on Piceance Creek to

attempt to produce oil from the shale The process involved

is somewhat secrst but apparently it is a move to develo d

the oil sale

i

The State Game Fish and Parks Department tave started

construction work on the first phase of the Big Beaver Recreation

Reservoir above I Ieeker in Water Distric 43

The Water District 4 3 adjudication proceeding is still

in progress in the Rio Blanco County District Court
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Some thirty decraes for Water District No 4 that appar

ently had never been sent to the State Ehgineer s Office were

completed and sent to both the Division EY gineer and the State

Engineer s Office The Moffat County Comr issioners paid for

the e ense involved in copying these decrees

The Field Draft of the map of a11 ditches ar reservoirs

in Water District No 44 has been completed and the final

draft is approximately 50 complete

The Sav ry Pot Hook Project in Wyoming and Water District

No in Colorado has been approved Al1 that remains before

orstruction is the appropriation which is expected this

comin sumGner This is a Participating Project which will

put a good many acres under irrigation in Water Districts

5 55 and possibly 4

The Cheyenne Transcontinental Uiversion out of the

Little Snake River in Wyoming is nearing completion and may

divert water this coming season

Adjudication Proceedings were closed in Moffat County

District Court for 4dater District No j and the Decrees

should be sent to the Division Engineers and State gineers

Office in the near future

A Decree for L iater District No j6 containing several

ditches was signed October 9 1964 and sent to the Division

EY gineer s Office This Decree contained the ditches and

rights on Pot Creek that are covered in the agreement with

the Utah State Engineer s Office
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The Pot Creek Water Users meeting was atterided March 9

196 fter much debate among the water users it was decided

to postpone the meeting to a later date

There was an attempt to put several Utah drainages

including Pot Creek under one water commissioner and out of

the jurisdiction of the Utah State Engineer s Office Appar

ently this was done later with the exeeption of Pot Creek

The Court would not include this creek due to the type of

decrees involved

As a result of the a ove action Mr Robert Guy area

Engineer for the Utah State Engineer s Office ad inistered

the water on Pot Creek instead of David Rasmussen who has

administered it in the past

The above action must have been satisfactory as there

were no complaints from the Colorado water users

Mr Guy informed the Division Office that 106 2 acre

feet were delivered to the Colorado Utah state line for the

use of the Colorado users during the irrigation season The

Utah water Commissioner Reports are completed at a later date

upon receiving this a complete report will be forwan ed to

the Colorado State En ineer s Office

The first unit of the Colorado Ute Electric Associat on s

Steam Generating Plant at Hayden in Water District No 57

is nearing completion It is expected to have a trial run

early in 1965 The transfer of water to this station from

the old McGreagor Plant and the small irrigation right from
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Water District No was coznpleted with an agreement out

oi court between Colorado Ute and the P rotestants

A Decree for Water District No 58 was receiv contain

ing a large number of ditches This Decree was signed

October 9 1964 from the Routt County District Court

The State Game Fish and Parks Department has started

construction on the Upper Stillwater Reservoir on the head

waters of the Yampa River This reservoir is situated in

an area of short water supply and could well cause some

controversy during the irrigation seasons

The Bureau of Reclamation has received funds to attempt

to increase the snowfall on the headwaters of the Yampa River

The Bureau has contracted Bolla and Associates Incorporated

to set up snow courses and radar storm tracking devices

Manual snow courses are bein used this winter Plans are

to place automatic snow pillows that will radio the snowfall

automatically

Cloud seeding will be used to attempt to increase the

snowfall This may be tried on some of the late season storms

next spring if the equipment can be installed in time

I wish to thank the Water Commissioners of Division

No 6 for doing an excellent job during the 1964 water season

I would also like to thank the 5tate Engineer s Office and

staff for their cooperation in all requests made by the Division

Rss ectf zlly submitt d

1
A

J

C J
Wesle E Sigiis

Irrigatio Division En ineer

Division No 6
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TABULATION OF 4 ATER COM ISSIONER S ANNUAL
DITCH REPORTS FOR IRRIGATION SEASON OF 1964

District 1Vo of Amount of Capacity First Day Last Day
No Ditches Appropriation of Ditches Water Was Water Was

Reported G bic Feet L bic Feet Used Used

Per Second Per 5econd

3 95 982 z 1181 9 4 15 11 15

r 151 548 2 75 0 4 23 10 6

7 193 1 602 5 5 1 11 6

55 56 No Commissi ner Report

57 66 35 9 382 0 23 11 2

58 300 16 57 3 i819 o 4 1 11

TOTAL 686 3738 7 4739 1 11 15

District Average No Average Daily F o of Total Numbe Water Use

No Days Water Amount Carried Acre Feet of Acres Acre Feet

Carried Gizbic Feet Per Used Irrigated Per Acre

Second

3 71 501 30 110 4 92 1 26 546 4 16

4 4 1 536 35 6 r 782 9 20 578 3 15

54 83 278 67 52 386 6 11 363 5 9

55 56 No Commissioner Report

5 7 62 z47 81 8 924 6 12 861 3 80

58 65 1154 00 165 71 9 55 02 3 01

TOTAL 6z 2718 13 452 303 1 i26 372 3 58



TABULATION OF WATER COMMISSIONER S ANNUAL RESERVOIR

REPORTS CR IRRIGATION SEASON OF 19

V

District Use of No of Area of Capacity in Capacity in
No Water Reservoirs H W L Gtizbic Feet Acre Feet

Reported ieres

Irrigation 18 320 89 24 082 2 05z 9

Stock Water 3 5 6 415 920 14 7 3

Fish

Recreation 2 127 38 36 951 882

Not Used 3 39 7 336 8 2 168

Total 26 491 141 b13 795 3 251 0

Irrigation 1 3Q 17 3 5 000 398 z

Stock Water 3 22 3 135 00 72 0

Tot l 4 5z 20 80 00 70 2

5 Irrigation 11 353 137 881 796 3 165 3

Domestic i 33 3 975 295 711 1

Not Used 3 37 2 139 397 646 0

Total 15 423 196 996 5 2

58 Irrigation 14 498 515 231 772 11 828 1

Domestic 2 120 68 436 160 1 571 1

Total 16 618 583 667 932 13 399 2

TotaZ All

Districts 61 1 584 94z 7 8 615 21 642 8

Re orted



RESERVOIR TABULATION CONTII ILTID

District Quantity of Water Quantity of Water First Day Last Day
No In Reservoir In Reservoir Water Used Water Us

May 1 1964 November 1 64 From From

Zc cre ic cre eservoir Reservoir

4 Irrig 72 958 77 1 674 8 6 20 9 5

5tock 6 415 920 1 7 3

Fish 38 4 36 9 1 882 4 38 436 951 882 4

Total 117 811 3 8 2 7 5 38 36 951 882 4 6 20 9 5

54 Irrig 17 3 5 000 398 7 30 9 10

stock 3 135 00 72 0

Total 20 480 400 4 70 2 7 3 9 10

57 Irrig 7 733 5 5 1 715 6 3 75 9 9 86 1 5 12 10 14

Dom 3 975 95 711 1 17 89 8 410 3

Total 105 708 8 0 2 426 7 2 6 5 37 96 9 5 12 10 1

58 Irrig 18 014 817 9 596 3 155 330 076 3 565 9 5 19 10 13

Dom 68 36 160 1 571 1 51 201 295 1 175 4

Total 486 4 50 977 11 157 4 206 531 371 4 741 3 5 19 10 13

Total A1

Districts 730 4 51 565 16 768 8 266 613 759 6 120 6 5 12 10 14



TABULATIO CONTINUID

trict Average No Average No or rotal xemarxs

No Days Water Daily Acra Feet Acres

Carried Amount Reservoir Irrigated

Carri Water

Cubic Ft Carried

t 1 29 4 pp 2 515 9 2 040 Part of Acreage is

Reported Under Ditches

5 3

57 39

Total

3 00 25 0

2 07 1 048 1

30 60 73

35 69 8

6 465 0

800

I
S i pplemental Water

to This Acreage

1 53 ISupplemental Water
to This Acreage

10 287 0 375

Water S ipplemental

to Ditches Reported


