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Steamboat Springs Colorado

IVovember 23 I962

Mr J E Whitten

Colorado State Engineer

De ver CoZorado

Dear Mr Whitten

I herewith present mv Annual Report for Irrig

ation Division 1Vo 6 for 1962

Attached are the tabulations r f the Water

Commissioners Bitch and Reservoir Reports from Water

Districts 43 54 57 and 5g along rith a cnpT of

a report on the adm nistration of Pot Creek The

Report on Pot Creek was m3dp by b r ater Commissi ner

David Rasmussen of Vernal Utah to the Division Engineer

of Diviaion No 6 The Pot Creek Report covers the

full administration of Pot Creek for the 1962 irrig

ation season for both Utah and oloradoe

The firs water diverted and recorded for direct

irri tion in ivision To 6 was April the 1 st This

water w s diverted out o f Piceance Creek in rl ter Dist

nlo 43 The Iast dav tha t water aas iverted and used

ior irriga ion in Diviaion No 6 was October 28th out

of Snake River in Wa er District No 54

The irrigation se son ex ended over a period

of 2 10 davs in the Division The len th of the irrig

ation season varied fror 202 da Ts in later District

Ydo 43 to 145 days in rlater District Ido 57 The water
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suppl y was above a ormal as predicted in the runoff fore

casts It was felt that the streams would caus consid

erable dam ge due to the hi h predictPd runoff however

the s ring we ther was such that no elcessive flood

damage TJ as caused and the wate r flow was much above

aver ge until late in the irrigation season

A total of 450 29 acre feet of aater was re

corded as being diverted a nd used in ivision nlo 6

during tha 1962 irrig tion season with an aver e

a ily flow of 2 6L 1 cubic feet per second

later C mr issi oner Reports show a Niay lst storage

oi 17 g1 cre fe with a iovem r lst storage o

6 2g 7 cre feet The ovem er s orag is i her than
fr

both t 1960 1 ou b tara e

The pr cipitation d uring the 1 2 ro ain eason

was4 uch belota normal in Divisio Tdo 6 Tha 5te r boat

Springs weather station for inst nce snowed almost

one hali the nornal ra infall for th rnonths of ay

June July and August The irrig ted crop production

ap eared to be a ove average for mos of the Division

1i h the dry crops being verv near aver e in spite

of the dry grotiring season This w s probably rougnt

about by the terrific amount of soil moistl s pre ent
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at the be i nning oi th growing sea on

Probabl yT the igg st detriment to crop produc

tion aas c us a the early freezes t he ast of

August and the first oi September These frEezes

particu r i da ra ed the spring dr land grairs

In spite of the ea rly freeze the agr culture prod

uction i Division do b w4s ro ab y a little above

average

The fall isture is considerab y below nor

mal in Divisi No 6 As a result of Qth a dry sum

mer an fa11 the soil moisture is v ry l ww on the high

water sheds as we 1 as the lower agriculture land

Tne cooperative operation c rried on b trie

Wyoming Water Coru issi ner a d the W ter Commissioner

oi Ylater District I3o 54 in Colorado along the Little

Snake River Compact Area as per aoreeme t ado ted by

the State Lngineers of both s ates and put into operation

in the 1957 season is still op rati g successfully

The City of Cheyenne s Transcontinental Diversion out

of the headwaters o the north iork of Little Snake

River which is under construction at the present time

may make future agreements necessary in the Compact

rea

On Fek ruary 6th the annual meeting of tfe Pot

Creek water users was heid i Vernal Utah T was

present at ti is meeting representing the State of

Colorado The water administration for 1961 was dis
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cussed in detail and plans and arrangements for the

1962 season were made A full report of this ineeting

a th ti7e inutes as taken by the Utah tidater

Officials have been forwarded to the Colorado State

Engineer s office

The iaater commissioner administering Pot Creek

water is paid by the Utah wate users and the State of

Colorado The Utah water users pay according to the

amount oi w ter delivered to them and the State of

Colorado pays a predetermined amount In the past

years this has made Colorado pay a higher aniount for

water delivered Colorado users than that paid by the

Utah users Possibly it would be wise to have Colo

rad o pay on the same basis as Utah users This w u1d

make Colorado s cost less i lso it might increase

Utah s desire to deliver water to Colorado

During the winter months a map of d d ter District

57 was prepared This map on a scale of one inch

to the mile shotias the drainages sections principaT

roads and locations of all adjudicated ditches and

reservoirs A copy of this map was filed in the State

Engineer s Office

Several of the smaller creeks in t he division

caused considerable problems in the early spring as

it was the first time in several years that there had

be n water enough to have administrative problems

One in particular in Water 7istrict No L was Good

Spring Creek The decrees were tabulated and the
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priority order was in shape but no one knew the ditch

locations or the ownerships of the various decrees

Aiter a detailed study y of old filings and court recordsy

a map was made showing existing ditches and locati n

of various decrees and was furnished the water commis

sioner This brought out the need of maps of the type

made in District I o 57 It is my plan to m ke this

type of map fbr every district in the division as soon

as time permits

Copies of most of the decrees of water adju

dication tha were destroyed in the 1961 fire were

received this past spring These were made by the

State Archivist from microfilm copies and1for the

most part are very good reproductions These decree

will have to be indexed but it is a big step in

replacing the recorcls destroyed by the fire

Mr A Ralph Owens Deputy State Engineer

visited the Division during the first week of October

During his visit we went over the Hunt Creek drainage

where several water problems arose over an oi1 wel l

development We saw the Transcontinental Diversion

of the City of Cheyenne and the Four Counties Water

Users Associatzony A trip was made during this visit

to Pot Creek and a11 oi the water diversions on this

creek were insbected

Mr i Tatkins Water Commission r in Water Dis

trict No 3 made some special readings in some of

the main ditches out of e rhite River in cooperation
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with the United States Bureau of Reclamation This is

the second year for this work and it is eing done for

reconnaissance study on the proposed Yellow acket

Projec

There are several recreation reservoirs con

structed and under construetion within the Division

The large t is the Lester Creek Reservoir completed

in October by the Colorado State Game and Fish in

ater District No 5g In Water District ido 43

there are two small ishing reservoirs completed by

a private concern and larger reservoir under con

struction by the Colorado State Game and Fish

A new Routt County Court House Annex was completed

in October with space for the Irrigation Division N9 6

Office These quarters were occu pied November lst

and are very adequate The light heat and all accoma

dations are verv modern and are greatly appreciated

The new building is directly behind the existing

Routt County Court House

Respe tfully submitted

f l

i Tc G

Wesley
J

E 6igns
Irri ation Division Engineer
Division No 6
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District average Average No of To al

i umber No Days Da ily Acre Feet acres

irtater tlmount Reservoir Irri

Carried Carried Water g ted
Cubic Ft Carried

G1 3 2 i 1 753 96 f 1 39

otal a17

57

6 I 3 260

Remarks

Part oi crea e is

Reported Under Ditches

Supplemental w t r to

Water su pl e ental to

Ditches reported

subplv
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Distric Quantity of Water uantity of Water First ay Last ay
Number In Reservoir In neservoir ater Used Water Used

Ma l 1 62 Tov 1 62 From From

Cubic Feet Acre Feet Cubic Feet Acre Fee Reservoir Reservoir

rz
Irri 0 601 65 2 079 9 0 000 7 7 16

Stock 1 0 00 2 00 000 6

rish 12 0 2 6 2776 12 0 2 6 277 6
Not

Used 6 6 6 000 1 2 b 6 6 6 00 152 g

Total 110 404 31 1 2 534 5 22 34 2 6 51 0

Irri 17 000 39g 2 0 0 0 0 7 27 9 21

tock I 1 6i000 0 1000 000 2 0

Total lg 7 1 000 1 2 1 000 000 2

t

7 Irri gL 63 50g 1 0 1Q 17

stock 26 07 121 61

Dom 0 7 2 711 1

Total 1 0 2 3 26

i

Irri 6 059 323 10 Ol 199 333 34 7b 1 31 10 12

Dom 6g 6 160 Z 7I 1 1 201 2 il I7 g 1 11 1

Tota1 0 x 1 6 2 7 1

Total A1

District 776 101 7 8 17 16 8 27 2 00 6 2 7 Z 11 1



T ULATI Iv OF N1 TER C a ISSI01 R S AT INAL R a RVOIR
R P RTS FJR IR ICt lrl I 1 i1 0 1 F 1962

Distric Use of No of lrea of Capacity in Capacity in
idumber Water Reservoirs H L Cubic Feet Acre Feet

eported Acre s

1 Irrigation 16 426 91 306 6 5 2 096 I1

Stock Water 3 l9 1 054 400 24 2Q
p

Fish 8c

Recreation 1 35 I 092 256 27i 60

Pdot Used 1 20 6 656 000 152 0

Total 21 500 111 109 34 1 2 550 71

54

57

Irrigation

Stock i ater

Not Used

Tota1

I r i ation

Stock rJater

Not Used

Domestic

Total

1

1

I

30

10

7 l l

2 30

5 26

1 33

15 270

5g Irri atian 14

Domestic 2

Totals 16

Total A7 l

49g

120

51

17 34 5 000

1 36 000

I 700 000

20 4 1 4 0

102 975 698

26 07 121

11 96 961

30 g75 295

172 255 075

5 5 231 272

6 436 160

5 g3 667 32

39 20

33 00

39 c10

G 70 20

615 4Q

263 90

711 i0

3 954 40

1 2 10

1 571 10

13 399 20

2



T 1BUI TI N L l1AT R C MMTSSIOiVER S INNUAL

DITCH REPORTS FOR IRRIG iTIO d S k N OF 1962

DISTRTCT N0 OF AMOUNT OF CaP ITY FIR T D 1Y I ST D Y

NUMBER liITCHES AP PR PRI TION OF DITCHES f1ATER WHS IaTLR v7AS

R PO TED CUBIC FEET CUBIC FEET UStD USED

P SECOND PER SECOND

43 5z r7i 67 lz 00 4 1 lazo

1 I25 519 45 7gL 00 23 g 21

54 73 36 99 522 00 4 15 l0 2

55 56 V ixT R Co ISSIONr oR EPORT

57 60 337 12 392 I8 5 6 9 2

5 300 1 793 10 1 915 00 4 1 11 1

TOT L 610 3 79 33 73 1 1 11 1

DISTRICT

LV V i i Ll Jll

43

44

54

57

5g

T Tl LS

iV r1GE

r Q DKYS

W Tr

CARR IED

103

36

7g

6L

73

35

xV R t G D y ILY

AM U1 JT Ci Rr IED

IN SEG FE T

551 67

511 la l

z 2 90

235 20

1 103 20

2 6 3

NUi BuR F

AC E F T

yUa D

126 617 4

57 39 9

51 0 5 2g

44 72g 56

170 061 30

450 292 7g

T T L 0

ACS

IR IG TLD

19 916

21 5 8

9 7 5

11 115

54 567

119 971
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REPORT

T0 GJesley E Signs

Irri a ion Livision Engineer
P O Box 95
SteamboatrSprings Colorado

FROM David R Rasmussen

SiJBJ iT SUi 7MA Y F COi f IS SIONEF S AC 1 IVITI S r T TRIBU O N F POI

CR E i 1 jF T Ra 1962

Distribution of ater on P t reek for 1962 was a different exoerience

for m e in tha t we had far a time a ip e water flowing down the stream bed

According to the U S G S Preliminary Records taken from automatic recorders

located on the creek we had in the area of 7 410 acre feet flow past the upper

station his ruz off reached a peak during the middle of April and gradually

tapered off to nothing by Jun e 15f

t s a ktesult of the above mentioned volume of water the Matt Warner

Reservoir fi1 I ed and overl ilowed for the first time since I beca e Gamr issioner

In fact during the early part of May I was ca led upon by Zelph Calder

ocaner of the Mat t Warner Reservoir to open the headgates and release part of

the over flok of water throuoh the Matt T Iarner Reservoir This was done in

an effort to save extensive erosion be7ow the spil wavs as wel 1 as to lotirer

the level of water to the spillway elevation Mr Calder was planning to

lan some fish in th Matt Warner teservoir nd ne did not want them going

over the spillway

On May 23 I chedked to see if the water was still goin over the
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SpiZlway There was still a smal amount spilling over but most of the 9 0

c f s still running in Pot reek was goin throu h the lower seadgate in the

dam By ay 27 the water was own to spillwa elevation and only 6 0 c f s

w s goin through the heacJgate and on down Pot Cxeek

On June 5 1962 the reservoir gauge read 107 La The ir flow q L ap roxi

mately 3 0 c f s was goin on through the reservoir and down to lower users

on Pot Creek

As m ntioned before the users of Pot Creek aL hacl the opportunity

to fill thPir stora e reservoirs as well as to use what water they needed

dvring the period f run of The Crouse Reservoir filled to capacity ome

of thP smaller reservoirs belonging to the ol ra do users washed out and had

to be repaired to take adva tage of the excess wa er

On June 12 I visited the Pot Creek area The A4att Warner Reservair

gauge showed 107 3 with approximatel y 3 0 c f s being releasecl and near tha t

amount runnin in Due to the fillinU of the Matt Warner Reservoir the U S G S

mea surin facilities a ove the f Iatt Warner Reservoir was rendered useless to

me due to the backing up of water into the control area On this date I

damed off both of Shiner Bros diversion ditches and damr ed oi Pot Creek in an

effort to turn the flow down to Bill Al1en in Brown s P rk There w s aoproxi

mately 2 5 c f s runnin z t this point of diversion

On June 16 1962 I received a call from Eill A1 len stating tha t he

was not receiving the water turned to him on the 12 I rent to the Pot Creek

rea and found his diversion dam stil in pla ce but no water At his instruct

ions I released 2 71 c f s from the Crouse Rese voir The Reservoir was at

level 21 5 or spillw y level Shiner Bros had removed one dam out of their

ditch si ice the 12 This wa s re laced
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I found that Zelph Calder had dammed off Pot Creek at his point of

diversion and was taking a lcof th f oi of the creek I met with him on

June 12 nd he ssured me that he would not div t until the natural flow

of Pot Creek had ce sed Pot Creek was still fl owing approximate y 2 0 c f s

On June 17 I returned to the Mr tt arner Reservoir and removed

Zelph Calder s lacks and placed state loeks on the headgates There w s

approximately 3 0 c f s being released The reservoir gauge read 107 2

I removec9 r art of the Zelph Calder diversion dam and split t e water at this

point 1 5 c f s goin to each user I then notified Zelph Calder that he

must a11ow Bill Al1 en s portion of the stream to continue on down the cre k

At Ze ph Calden s recc auest T visited Pot Creek o r June 22i He had

installed a t rectangular weir above the hlatt irlarn r Reservoir It

appeared to be level a nd installed properly A stafl gauge re ding of 0 21 was

obtained This ave a flow of 0 95 c f s Pot 6reek had again een d mmed

off co pletely anc a11 the flow as goin into the Calder Ditch I cut

the dam and sent O SOc f s on down the channel to Bill Allen

On June 25 I met with Zelph Calder in the Vernal Br nch of the State

En ineer s Office A cal was pl aced to Sa1t Lake City Utah in an effort to

receive a proval to turn the Ma tt Warner Reservoir over to Mr Calder since

the flow of Pot Creek had dronped to such a minor amount That evenin June 25

T r Robert F Guy District Enginee and I went to the 1 latt Warner Reservoir

and removed the stat locks The infloT T was 0 l 1 c f s the rel Q se was 3 2

c f s and the reservoir ga a e read 107 0

a final visit was r ade to the Matt War er Reservoir on cto er 30 1962

and the reservoir auoe read 101 75 a storage hold over of 1l 50 acre feet

Mr Calder has informed m e that his fish are doing iaell and he plans to

hold them over until 1963
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The total distribution went very well except for some difficulty

exper ienced toward the end of the nonth of June when it seemed almost

impossible to et Bill A11en s share of water on d own to his diversi n ooint

Most of this problem could be solved by in talling a lo kin type screw t pe

headgate at the Ze1ph C lder diver ion point

The Colorado users Bill Karren and the Massey Bros had the opportunity

to use more water than has been availa le for years lt might be worth

while to sug est that improvements should be made on the existing stora e

reservoir and also that new one might be planned Due to the limited s orage

space available it is a os t certain that most of th wa ter ava ilable went

on d otan into Gre n River and was Iost as far as the Pot Creek users are cc ncerned

Because oi the fact that both the major reservoirs iatt Warner and Crouse

filled to canacity the distributinn of th Colorado rights was simply a

matter of the excess over flow going on dokrn Pot Creek t ilI kllen s late

call for water from Pot Creek also assured the Colorad users of recei Ting

their full rights since he did not call for the water until after Pot Creek

was below 5 0 c f s

a copy of the U S G F relzmina y Rec rds will accompany this report

s mentioned aiaove the record r was limited witho at the p oper correction

and their re ort shows Pot Creek s flow stopped on June 15 actual measurement

taken b Robert Guy and r r seld show that the reek actually flowed a measurable

amount until June 26 1962 Since the Pre 3x i nary Records are subject to

revision this m ay explain the diifer nce in flows re orded by the U S G S

and the measurements taken by me

This renort is r spectfull y submitted on November 13 1962 by

David R Rasmussen signed

Wat r Commissioner

lshley Creek Brush Creek and

Pot Creek


