
St amboat Springs Colorada g
November 24 1961

a
Mr J Whitten

5 Eng neer d

Denver Cc loradc

D ar Mr Whitt er

I herewith present my Annual Report fbr Irrigation

Division 1V 6 for 19 1

Attached are the tabulations of the Water Co nissio ers

Diteh and Reservoir Reports from W er District 43 4L 54 57

anti 58 along with a copy of a eport on the delivery of Pot

Cr ek water to the Color do users he Report ori the Pot Creek

d liv ry was make by Robert Guy Area Engineer St te of UtahJ

and ll ve Rasmussen Water ommission r for Pot Creek to Mr

Wayne D Criddle Stat Engineer for Utah

The first water recorded fox direct rrig tion in

Divieion No 6 as Feburary 25tY on Pic ance C ee1cJ in Water

Dis tric No 43 and the last day was I ovember llth out of Snake

River in Water District No 54 Lower Piceance Creek is in a

loa rainFall beTtJ and they start irrigating e rly in the
sea54n there is very iittle lm e water and this early irriga

tion serves as ground s orage

The irri gation season extende l over a period of 260

rr

days in Division Tdo 6 The length of irrigst on s ason varied

from 126 da rs in Water District No L lz to 2T8 daya in Wa er

Distr3et Na 43 The stream s in ivision No 6 were lowe

than average s the runoff forecasts predicted however t s

w t



Page 2

November 24 19b1

i

shortage wasnrt seaere enough to appreciably change crop

production

Water Commissioners Reports show a total of 19 g 5

acre feet of reservoir storage capacity in llivision No 6

with a storage of 15 352 acre feet as of May lst Two of

the 1ar er reservoirs in Water District No 58 did not have

rurioff enough to fill The November lst storage is 4 978

acre feet which ia more than the 1960 season his was due

to the heavy precipitation in September

The precipitation during the peak growing manths of

June and July was generally below normal in the D vision

The tem eratures were above normal thruou the Division

for most of the irrigation season The increase in temp

erature favored crop productfon making most crops a3 ove

average in spite of the shortage of rainfall and irrigation

water

The increase in crop production was generally lost

however because of one o the worst haxvest seasons in

years l

Tige e as a twn k twerr y e i snow in most

o the Division on the 2nd of September This storm did

considerable damage to most crops and livestock Almost

all spring grain cropsfalong with a lot of hay w s snowed

down making harvesting practically impossi le Mar y bands

of sheep on the high ranges had to be rescued with bulldozers
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making a large shrinkage on t e lambs due ta lack of feed

The iviaian had egan to recover from the fixst snow

when a second snow on September 22nd covered the Diuisian
n t c

with s x ta forty eight inches of snow This second sfi orm

did much damage to the remaining crogs and was hard on all

of the livestock

The fall flow of streams and the soil moisture is
a

above average with the rainfall varying from f to ei ht

inches over the Division for the month of September

n May 4 t the Routt County Annex location of the

Division Oifice 3 caught on fire The fire alarm was sounded

at 3 35 A M I was notified and arrived at the scene at

10 A M The office was smoke i11ed and it was impossible

to enter We fought the fire until 11 30 A M a which time

the building had burned to the ground All records and

equipment of the Division P1o 6 Ofiice were compTetely

destroyed The fire apparent y started in the heating

plant or a candle factory both of which were located in

the basement The local fire department did ever thi g
r

in its power to extinguish the fire but Y c tsrrifie

disadvantage due to the construction of tYie old bui d3n

A Trip was made to Pot Creek on th 21st of Ju ne to

fo3 low up on a complaint a ising from a dispute between the

two Colorado users I made a complete inspeatian of Pot

Creek from its headwaters to its canfluence with Green
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RiveSr I met with the Colorado use s and the greed on
r

r

a me oc to measure and divide their water Parshall
x

Fltm e s i sfle3r was moved nd reset and a foot

rec a gular weir was installed bq Bi1 Karren until he

could get a Farsnall lums They agreecl to buiTd and

install a 5 ioot rectangular weir below the Crouse Reservoir

to insure accurate measurement of their a1loted Pot Creek

water i agreed to be present when their water was delivered

I returned to Pot Creek nn Jvl 5th when the Colorado water

delivery was started A complete report of this delivery

is included in the report from Mr Guy

I have the feeling that the system on Pot Creek

could stand mueh improvement Th re are r o accurate meas

urements made in Utah except at t e United States Geological

Sureey s gaging stations Also the divis on of rater is

m de at the headwaters instead of a the point of diversions

whieh is a definite disadvantage to the Colorado tisers

The State of Colorado was not notiiied of the Pot Creek

water m eting last March but Utah Water Officials promised

that the State Engineer and the vivision Engineer would

notified o the 1962 meeting Uta k Water Offic3 als

urere v8r oope ati te in carrying out the delivery of Co o

rado users water

i

Most of the reservoirs iri the Divis on were inspected
r

g d tz ig the summe The Stillwater Reservoir neede a r eia

x
m
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depth gage and measuririg device in the main inlet A Parshall

Flume for the inle t and the material to build the depth

gage were obtain d by the Reservqir Campany but he early

snow prohibited instal latio until next yea

The cooperativ operation carried on by the Wyoming

Water Commissioner and tke Water Commissianer of Water District

No 5 in Colorado along the Little Sn ke River Compa t Area

as per agreement adopted by the State Engineers of both states

and put into operation in the 1957 season is still operating

successfully It appeared that some adjustment would have

to be mad e as the Town of Baggs Wyoming almost ran out of

water but the early fall snows rai sed the water in time to

prEVent trouble

Mr Watkins Water Gommissioner in Water District

43 ma e some special readings on some of the main ditches

out of the White Liver in cooperation with the United Sta tes

Bureau of Reclamation Thi s work is being done for rec nnais

sance work on the Yellor J cket Project

Li sts of current water users had to be furnished

District Courta for opening Adjuciicatian Proceedings zn

Watear Districts No 4 56 and S during the pa st year

All vistrict are now ar wi l soor be open in the ivision

with the exception of Districts Ja and 55
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It is going to be a tremendous job to get the r cords

and maps of Division No 6 r o order after the fire

veryon h s been most helpful iri supplying what information

t e r have The Federal Land Bank supplied me with some maps

and reproduced the Wat r Commissioner Tabula ions for me

The office is presen tly situated on the second floor

of the Squire Bv ilding The County plans to build a new

Annex in the coming year and ofiice for the Division Office

has been promisec

Respectfully submitted

i

i
2

Irriga on Divis gineer

Division ATo 6
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June 7 1961

Mr J E Wh tten State EMgineer
State of Colorado

232 tate Serviees B l ding fi

Denver 3 Colorado

Dear Mr Whitten

During a fira which sta tied at 3 35 a m
on May 4 196T our en ire offi4e was destroyed in
Stesmboat Springs

It has not yet been determined just what
the cause was but it thought that the fire vriginated
i n a candle factory or in the heating plant both of
which are located in the ba sement of the building

AIi affice furniture equipment and records
were completely destroyed 3n this fire

Very truly yours

Wesley E Signs
Division Engineer
Irrigation Division No 6

WES L

cc State Archivist
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Mr A Wayne Light

Water Com riissioner

Water Dist 58

5t amboat Springs
olorado

Desr Mr L ght

Enclosed is the storage and prorated amounts for Allen

asin Reservoir for the purpose of administering the water for
the 19b1 irrigation season

The Allen Basin Reservoir Company voted to eave 5 or

3 1L Acre Feet in the reservoir for seepage evaporation loss

if at anytiune during the later part of the season it appears that
the 34 acre feet is present it may be prorated by any member of
the company calling a special meeting

The company agreed to let 0 5 efs be released from the reservoir
over and above the amount running into the r servoir This

is a temporary arrangement for the 1961 rri ation season

This is being don to compensate for and arrive at a permenant fig
ure for creek water formed n the reservoir basin

Very truly yours

Wesley E Signs

cc Mr Chaxles Gregory Deputy Comm
P Ir Gearge Possi Pres

Mr Jack Redmond Sec

Mr E M Hinman Treas

WES wes

Encl
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Mr Dale Webb

Department of Interior

Geological Surv y
Vernal Utah

Dear Mr Webbs

I rECeived the s tream flow ecords for Pat Creek this

inorning and wish to than you for getting them for m

I am very interested in fiow the flow tha G we released
from the Crouse Reservoir on uly 5 1961 passed the lower gaging
station I would really appreciate this information if it
won t cause to much inconvinience

Thanks Again

Very t uly yours

Wesley E Signs

Ir igation Division Engineer
Division No 6

Steamboat Springs Colorado
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Mr Roy F Fiofs tter
Clerk Qf theDistrict Court
Steamboat prings Colorado

Dear Mr iofst tter

Enclosed as per ordered of the District Court
relative to Civi1 Action No 3538 is a list of all water

users during the past cal endar year so far as known by
me

Very tru3y yours

Wesley E Signs

Trrigation Divisic n Engineer

Division i3o 6
Stea boat Springs Colorado



COPY OF PE3T CREEK REPORT

REP iR

TQt Wayne D Criddle State En ineer of Jtah

F86hI Robert F Guy Area Engineer in cooperatiori with Dave

Rasmussen Pot Creek Water Commissioner

SUBJEGT Release of water from the Crous Bill A31en Reservoir on

Pot Creek to the Colorado Rights

Datee Ju y 13 1961

t5
4tednesdav Tulv 13 1961

Bill Karren and Julian Mass y came in the V ernal office and requested

h t the water stored in he Crouse ill Allen Reservoir and belongin

to the Colorado rights be released immediately Dave Ra smussen the

Pot Creek Water Commissioner was unaya lable at the time so T consented to

start the release

Mr Dayle Webb of the U S G S and mysslf arrived at the

reservoir at 2 00 P M There we met Mr Wesley Signs Irrigation

D3vision ngineer for the State of Coloradol Juliarn Ma ssey and Bill

Karren wer completing he installation of a 5 foot rectangular weir

at the bas of the Crouse Bill Allen Reservoir With the aicl of an

Engineers level furnishec3 by 1 S3gns the wezr was leveled and the sta f

gage positioned and set At 5 30 PM the reservoir gate was opened aMd

the flow set for 9 68 cfs The S aff gage read 0 7

Th cons nsus of opinion between myself Day1e Webb Wesley Signs

BiIT Karren and Julian Massey was that it would be wiser to release

9 68 cfs for now observe l ow the water reaQts in the channel and then

release more water if conditions permit



h ch nneT below the reservoir was w et to Bi 1 Ail len s diversion

which is pProximatl3r miles low the reservoi Be ow this

diversion tha channel agpears ta be very dx

0n this date there is 2 aere feet of water belonging to the

C lorado rights yet io be released from the M tt Warner Reservoir

is figure ras obtained from the recards oi Dav R smussen

hursd v Jul v 6 1961 Crouse Bill Allen Ressrvoir

Ti f v3 it 12 1oon

St ff g e an weir below r servair 0 71

F ow g 68 e
v

w

Ce en t 12 30 PM the rater had rea ec approximatly 4 miles down

t from the reservoir The channel was wet previously from the

reservoir to Bi l A len s diversion which undoubtedly contrzbuted to the

long dis ance covered by the raater Bslow the head of the atrea a the

charu el is very dry with numerous Pot Holes few of the d ep r holes

s owed a slight d mpness The wa ter appeared toFbe maintaining a
d y l w 4 a a

ood h ad considering the channel conditiQns At a point

pproximatlyF
ti

w

5 nai les below the reservoir in the area knQwn as Clarks Pasture a

ulldozer hirec by the Colorado users was perating in the stream

chann l removir k aver dams and other obstructions

ridav Ju1v 1961 C ouse Bill llen Reservoir

T3 me of visit 2 30 PM

Staff e an weir below reservoir 6 71

laiw 9 68 cfs

Comment The wat r has progressed approximatly 6 milesffrom the r servoir
f s

In this s ction of the channel the stre m was moving quite slow as the

ch nnel is flst and neandering A fair str am of water was flowin



apprc iiately mile upstream est 5 cfs

A visitation w s made to the weir a the Matt Warner xeservoir

for the purpose of checking the measurement on the water being

released to tk e Colarado rights At this time the dam arourxl he weir

w s le kin so much that t was impossible to et an accurate reading

Dayle Webb who was a3 ong on this trip conseiated to take a current

meter measurement in the channel below tk e weir He measured 7 3 cfs

Saturdav Julv 8 1961

Matt Wsrner Reservoir

Time of visit 6 00 PM

L wer Reservoir a e 6 Q

Comment A11 the water belonging to the Calorado rights has been

released The reservoir gate was closed and locked and the key

given to Zelph Calder

Are b Iaw the Crouse Bill Allen Reaervoir

T me of visit 6 0 I S

c mment At this the water has reached approximately g miles

below he reservoir The channel is st 1 flat and meanderin

and the progress of the water is slow

On the way back to Verx al Dave and f were intercept d by

Bill A7 len wbo informed us that the Shiner Brothers
i t

d med Pot

Cree arr i we e taking water through two ditches Dave and I returned

t Pot Creek and broke the dams We esti m ted hat each of the two

ditches held one cfs and that a min3mtua of 20 acre feet had been

divei ied Under the circumstances we deemed it necessar to charge the

Color ido u e s with the loss as it was their water in the channel at
E

t time



s

x

Fforadav Ju1v 1 0 1961 Crouse Bill 11en Reservoir

T me af vis t 5 3o PM

q aif a e on weir below reservoi C 71

fi

F oW 4 6 3 cfa

a Q a te res t to read

Staff a e on aeir below reset voir 95

F w 1 8 efs

t c e ts At 7 Ofl PM the water had reaehed Bill Karren s diversion in
F s r c

Cr lAr do This diversion is approximatl one mile from the Utah

Colc rado line a nd pproximately 12 miles fi om the reservoir

Upon obse ving the ehannel it wss noted thai the bank was wet

6 to inch s abcsve tkte w fier l vel With th se oonditiona in mind

Dave and I decided to release another 5 cfs from the reservoir

The U S G gage on the i tah Golorado line was visited at

this time

Outside staff a e 1 04

Flow 5 50 cfs

ne da y 12 1961 Crouse B311 A11en Reservoir

Tim f visit 6 30 I

tsff a e on weir below reservoir 0 90

Flow 13 7 efs

Galculated flow or this da 28 52 cre feet

Camtn erit The release r f the water to the Eolorado users ha ving been

comp eted the gate to the Crou e Bill 17 en Reservoir was clos d at

6 3 PM

he U S G S gage was visited

r
U 1E S 5 i zo

t ow 10 9 ef s



eontinued

At 4 00 PM water was being stored in the Offield and Karren reservoirs

Bill Ka rren s was filled to capacity nd he exces was flowing downstream

into the Offield Reservoix There was 4 54 cfs in the Karren ditch

measured at a 2 foot rectangular weix at the head of th ditch

Do rnstream from the U S G S gage the stream channel has a stee r

rad3e t nd in plaees flows over bedrock These channel conditions

pr vail down to the Offield reservo3r Consequently hannel

1o ses in this section of the channei should be negligable y f

t
w

Conclusion Pre iminary information from the U S G S indicates that

6 acT feet oi water flowed past their station of the iJtah Colorado

line This figure will probably be adjusted pending an lysis of the flow

ehart by the I1 S G S staff

Gomparing the release iigure 154 92 ac ft with the amount of

wster tY at flowed past the U S G S gage 76 ac ft approximately

50 of the water released reached its destination in Colorado

umber of photographs were ta ken by Dave Rasmussen Thes pictures

have not been developed ar thereiore will be submitted at a 3 ater date

The final data from the U S G S will be sul nitted at a later date

also

Respectfully su imitted

Signed Robert G Guy

Area En ineer

Signed Dave Rasmussen

Fot Craek Wat r Commissioner

ec Mr Wesley Signe
Irrigation Diuision Engineer

P O Ba 95
5teamboat Springs Colorado

4



D T SHEET

1

I83 0 e it This figure represents the water allocated to the
L

Colorac o rights as ec mputed irom th U S G S

flow records on Pot Greek a rx ve the Matt Warner Reservoir

The computations were based on the priority s hediil e

which gives the firsi 5 cfs to Bill Allen he next 6 cfs

to the Colorado rights a d the remainder to Zelph Calder

18 3 ac ft 10 storage lass in Matt Warner Reservoir

1 64 70 c ft Water stored in the M t 6darner Reservoir and belonging

ta the Colorac o ri hts

9 78 ac ft Conveyance loss between Matt tarne and Crouse Reservoir

15

20 OQ ac ft Estimated amount of w ter diverted by Shin r rothers

134 92

20 30 ac ft Ho3dover storage in Crouse Bil1 Allen Reservoir

a54 92 ac ft Tota l amount of water to be released from the Crouse

Bi11 Allen Reservoir to the Colorado rights

96 80 ac ft Amount oi water released from he Crouse Bill A11en

Reservoir from 5 30 PM J ly to 5 3o PM Tuly lo 1961
4

29 60 ac ft Amount of water released from the Crouse Bill Allen

Reservoir between 5 30 PM July 1 nd 5 30 PM July ll 196I

2 2 ac ft Amount of water released irom the Cxouse Bill A11en

Reservoir from 5a30 PM Ju1y 11 and 6 30 PM July 12 1961

is 154 92 ac ft Total amount of water raleased f om the Crouse Bill Allen

Reservoir to the Colorado rights

k

0



TABULATION F WtiTEA CO AIISS ONER S ANt iUAI

DITCH REPORTS F0 IRRIGATIQN S ASDIV 0 I960 r

District No of Amow7t Of Cap cit First Day Last Day
No Ditches Apprapriation f Ditches Water Was Water Was

Reported Cub c Feet Cubic eet Used Used

Per ecor d Fer Secozid

7 g0 0 2 2 10 1

122 1 8 00 1 g 22

161 1 27 0 g lI il

No W ter Gommission r Re ort

7 6 8 0 IO 10 1

C1 1 6 8 00 1 11 1

Tr ta1 617 1 2 00 2 2 11 11

District Average Average Dai1y Na Of Total Number

No Na Days Amount Carried Acre Feet of Acres

Water Cubic Feet Used Irrigated

Carried F e Second

8 i6z 6 3g z6 i3 s o

61 l 0 Z 1 7 267 g0 0

1 88 2 20 1 18 11 2 g

1

3
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T A ULATION OF WATII C IISST NERt3 ANNUAL RESERVOIR
REPOATS FOR IRRIGATION SEASON OF 1961

D strict Js f o of Ar a of C p city in Capacity in
Na Water eser v irs H W L Cubic Feet Acre Feet

e orted A es W

rri Ma ian 12 2 6 6 1 1 2

Stc ck

Wst r 1O4 1 61 6
Fish

Recreation 1 12 2 2 6 277 6

rrot usea 8 6 ogo zo 8

T st l 22 18 871 6 2 22

i tion 1 0 1 Qa0 8 2

Stock Wate 10 1 6 000 0

Not Used 1 1 00 000 0

Tota 1 0 20 l 000 70 2

Irri a ion 6 1 0 8 Q 6 g 1 2 6
Stoci

Wate 1 2 2 02 1 6

Dom stic 1 100 0 7 2 11 T

Not Us 2 1Q 210 16

2 1 7p g

ffi Irr ation 13 g3 511 g 72 796 11 751 0

l3omestic 2 120 68 160 1 71 0

Tca a 1 60 80 08 6 1 21 0

ot l t13
D stric s orted 1 66 20 8 1 1 g8

i



RESERV OIl TABULAT I ON C ONT INUED

District Qiaan ity ci W tE r Quantity of Water First Day Last Day
No In 3s servoir In Reservoir Water Used Water Used

Ma 1 f11 o 1 1 61 From Re ervoir From Reservvir

Cubi Ft Acr Ft ubic Ft cre Ft

Irri 61 7 3 0 0 0 Q 6 16

Stock 1 0 6 6 T 0 61 6

Fish 12 226 2 77 12422 2776

Total 2 g86 66 2 1 2 T 86 72 1

Irri 2 0 f1 0 0 g

Stock b 0 0 0 I 6 0 0

otai z 8i o0o i z 6 00 0

i Irri gl 67 1 2 0 0 0 0 6 1

St k 2 02 7 1 6 2 02 7 6

Dom 0 7 2 711 1 2 2 6 2

Total 1 g 2 2 0 1 g0 g

Irri 7 66 g 2 2 7 621 0 2 2 1 26 6

Dom 6 6 160 1 71 1 1 201 2 1 17 7 20 16

To l 12 221 82 6 g22 6 7 6

Tcital All

istr cts 6b 7 g 1 2 0 16 g 6 88 8 6 1

s



RESERV OTR TABULAT I N CONI INUED

District Average Auer ge No Of Tatai

No No Daya Dai1 r Acre ee Acres Remarks

Water Am unt Reservo Irri

Garrie l Carried Water ated

Gubic Ft Car i
Part of Acresge is

67 1 2 0 Re orted inder Ditches

Supplementa l Water To
70 8 2 800 Th3 s Acrea e

Supplemental i a ter to

1 2 7 2 1 1 1 This Acrea e

Water 5upplemental to
g 22 7 2 0 100 Di es Re orted

bQ 3 25 39 0

Total 82 7 i30 282 0

ot r sz

Districts 0 267 7 7


