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Steamboat Springs Colorado

Atovember 21 1958

Pir J E Whitten

State Engineer

Denver Colorac

Dear Mr Whitten

i herewith prQSer t my annual report for Irrigation Ilivision 1Va 6

for 1958

Attached hereto are tabulations of water commissioner s diteh and

reservoir reports

First use of water recorded for direct irrigation was pril 1 the

Zast da3 Pdovember 1 Zh irrigation season e ended over a period of

2 days The average number of day water carried ho rever in the

several districts varied from 60 to 110 da s This large variation is

accounted for by insuffieient u ater supply for many of the ditehes The

supply held up fairly well in all areas the early part of ths season but

due to lack of late spring and su ner precipita ion and otherwise heavy

demand by senior priorities mar y junior ditches were without any wa er

starting early in Jvl

The pa st season so far as precipitation is concerned through the

sprin and s ammer months has been the driest since 1934 From several

precipitation stations spread throughout tn division the total ma cim m

recorded over a five month period gtarting Apri7 ZO was at the Steamboat

Springs station 4 31 inches The minimiun ior the same period was recorded
a

at the Rangeley station for a total of 65 inches
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There was not sufficient rain fall at any time or lacation in the
5

entire area dttring the time stat d that vae e of any benefit to growing

crops

Temperatures wliich averaged above normal we not parti ularly

ac antageou d ys iic a r r i gY ts eaol

Have received some very reliable reports that the dry land winter

wheat is approximately 5 of the average production most cases a good

quality but ust too dry for iu11 production coupled with ri nd and rotted

rootsamade harv sting dif icult

Don t kn r of atzy spring planted rain aside from small irrigated

areas that came up at all
r

The fall harvesting condition for hay re e vexy good with many good

report regarding quality and produc ion Yet many complaints were heard

of shortages in hay production even though some were located in areas where

irrigation water was plentiful The explanation being given in most such

cases were that this was due to continuous hot and dry weather dur i ng the

growing season It is apparent the ota l production per acre for the

ti rro h
entire area v s e below normal

1

A11 useabZe reservoirs bo h irrigation and domestic we e easily

iilled to cap city b May I The Stillwater and All n Basin Reservoirs

in Water District No 58 finished season with some hold over storage

fA s per i ater co nis ioners reports the totai storage in all reservoirs

reported or May 1 was 18 15 acre feet 1 1 63 acre feet is reported used

hold over storage reported tovember 15 ra 2 9f acre feet

Distrib tion of irrigation water althou h many shortages were

e perienced rere carried on very successfully except for the ilare up

of couple oi water users on he lower rou Creek in Water District to 57
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These users signed a complaint to the District Attorney charging er3 minal

neglect on part of the water commissioner in which it was claimed he

refused to turn what thoy considered their priority in eertain diteh or

ditches

firial was set i n J P Court on August 26 and upvn listening to the

complaint and charges rithout any defense testimony irom the water comtnissioner

bein d the Judge dismissed the caseY pronounced Ghe water cor issioner

zot guilty as the prosecution failed to prove any of the ch rges

N1r Coree is the regularly appcinted water commissioner of Water

Disirict No 5 and upon the resignation of Si Hansen wat r commissioner

of Water District io l 1 there was no successor narned or reeomr ended by

the county co nnissioners primarily bacause no one could be found to take

the job who rould be both wi ling and et other qualiiications It was

therefo recommended that hSr oree be appointed to ac in ater District

No 41 in addition to handling Water District No 57 He has taken care

of both jobs now for sever l years by working 12 to 15 hours per day for

about three months out of the approximate seven montris oi employment

This past se s n this whole territor was too large and the demand for

services too great l due to lack of water suppl ri that hs could not at 2LE

hours per day give the services demanded by the rat r us rs

Mr Goree staifered a heart a tack and was hospitalized on Sep ember

29th is still in the Veterans Hospital at Grand Junction and is reported

shc win some improvement

Re ardless of his recovexy and ability to continue it is going to

require the appointment of a water co mi ssioner for ater District No L 1 j

prior to next seasoris activitg and the coun y eortunissioners of Moffat Countg
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have been requested to send in a recommendation It may also require

that a deputy be appointed o rssist in 7istrict No From past exper

iene it is found these appointments take time and can not be made to

cover im nediat emergencies

Although water distribution was nearing an end vvhen I ir Gc ree became

ill a 1 matters that reqszired attention were handled by this offic and

with assistance oi Mrs Gore a nd her daughterlquite complete re orts were

worked up irom his bQOk entries for both Water Districts No 1Ft and 57

Inspections were carried on during the season on several reservoir

dams

It is evident no attempt has been made by owners of the Sage Creek Reservoir

to correct wealmesses and make impravements as previously recorr n nded and

the storage in said reservc ir is still restricted and req zired Go be h ld at

eleva ion several ieet below spillway level

A new concrete structure wds plaeed in the spillway of he xv 11 Creek

Regervoir rhich they hope will elimir ate further erosion in the future

This was neglected last year when it should have had attention consequently

a further erosion this year resulted in it cutting back to the reservoir

water line lowered the water level in the reservoir several feet before it

could be ehedked he spill ray was re ailled rith wellpacked material in

front oi he c ncrete control which ha about 12 ioot drop in the structure

This shculd eliminate further di fficultie s further cutting below this

point can be c ontrc lled

Inspecteci the Fish Creek Reservoi spi3lw r conditiori District 58 at

request oi Steamboat Springs town board and vras accompanied by nember of
r

s id board and loeal forest ofiicials the lat r eomplaining that spillway

0
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might start c tting back and eventually endanger the reservoir This s

iLlway is located a bout 2004 feet from the dam and near the up er end oi

the reservoir at a low point in the elivide bet reen the re ervoir and another

branch of the creek through which the overflow is easily carried off A

slight spillway cut was made
to4

width specified and a roc filled treneh

crest placed at point there overflow t rts down the n tural slope over a

ver thin gras covered top soil a nder which is n almost solid roc formati cn

which can not be disturbed tfl any e ent if and af er the top soil is washed

away I eould no iind any indication for b ing disturbed about endan ering

the storage in the reservoir

ihe town does however have a problem tY at ri11 eventually have to be

worked out in conneetion with this spillw y

e

0

The dam a planned an constructed has about a seven foot freeboard

above spillway erest 4dhen the stor ge level is around two feet below

spi lway rest it i appro cimately 3Q ieet or moa from the erest to the

water line In the early spring the rese voir fi71s ri t Y e outlet open

while there still r mains several feat of hard packed sno a in ai spillwa

resul n the water e in r servoir to rise dangerously high on

the dam before orcing an e e b l roug spi aty This situation has been

handled up to the present by the to n send rg sor e one up at about the

right tir to bl st a channel through this packed sn r to give th water a

start in cutting its c m ehannel Ii the dam ean b e properly raised to

provide t n to twel e foc t freeboard it might ake care of this situatian

in response to a letter received from your offiee under date oi October

1 1 I ra de an inspection of the McChi is Reservoir Darn loeated on G at on

Creek in Water District No 5 Said inspection was made on ctober 20

at which time was accompained by 2 R V Adalphson Forest Engineer and
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Mr Robert Gardner 3upervisor of the Routt Forest together with the

present owners of said reservoir Iir homas Russel and Cha les de Ganahl

T made an inspection of condi ionsas they were at the ent time as

co pletely as pvssible under adverse weather conditions including several

inches of new sncw cover Learned considerable re arding former construction

repairs that had lreadar been ade the past stunmer and what ras ye needed

and hoped to be completed this fall if we ther rernained favorable It seemed

the o rners were having trouble obtaini ng the proper engineering services

needed and contractor to 3o the work

Fo1lov ing the termination oi all work that can be eompleted before

wint r a complete separate report on the eChi rvis Reservoir will be pre

pared and forwarded to you with reco neiadation on what further repairs raaa

be necessary and reeor rrended 1ini ted storage k e owners have been iven

notice to expec a limited storage order if certain repairs eould not be

completed

A new dam a5 constr zcted the past sw uner on Willow Creek in later

District No LFI Hahns Peak Basin area b r Game and Fish Dep rtr ent for

recreational purposes and aceording to newspa er item ha a l 0 foot dam

and reservoir area of 37 cre s This dam was visited during trie latter

part of Sept irber and appeared to be about completed except rip ra ping ace

of dam and completion of concrete spillway Iining Learned this eonstruction

was entirely comple ed by Pdov ber 1

This reservoir will most likely ill during early sprin x uri ofi and

is not expeeted to be a problem with r rater distribution ior irrigation on

Willc w Creek later in the su r

A new dam ras found to be in process of construetion near head of

Grouse Creek in ater District I o 58 This m y be an enlar e ent oi an old
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iiling called Grouse Creek Reservoir Understand pl ns and specifieations

were prepared by anq the construction under supervision of Soil Cor servation

Service It is a do ityourself construction job carried on by the owners

Henderson Brothers The dam was not qu te com leted this fa11 prabably

three to four feet short of what T am told is intended to be a 3a foot da

The Burnt Mesa Reservair am in Water F istrict To 5S has had an entire

new re eonstruction job started and campleted this re r ulder new nlans

prepared by and under supervision of the Soil Conservation Service This

r construction restores the said re ervoir o its original elaimed capacity

There was not much left of the original dam and no storage to amount to

anything has been u ed for thirty or rnore ears

All the oid fi11 was removed and re construetion is entirely new

throughout including spillway and all appurtenant works

r @
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Utah Colorado memorandum of understanding regarding administratic n
7

of waters of Pot Creek during Iq59 A meeting was att nded at Vernal Utah

on March 19 1958 whieh had been ca 1ed by the Utah water official s to

disduss final arrangements to put into operation the provisions contained

in th memorandum of understandin and for a discussion of said operation

with the water users on Pot Creek in both states A special report was

made regarding this meeting on March 2Lr

This office did not recieive ang information following said meeting

relating to any further developments in eonnection therewith It was not

known if the memorandum of understandin had been finally approved and

signed by the proper authorities of both states or if it had or had not

been put into operation for 195 season

On October 8th I visited tl e area contacted the Colorado water usersJ

and learned from them that a water commissioner had been agsigned to admin
1fl a C wn y

1 r

ister the Pot Creek wat r as per the tc itve e s

p adopted

he Colorado users pressed disappointment in the results this year

It appears the water eo nissioner did not start operating until late in

June and he did get some water do m to them for about two weeks or until

the normal tream f1o r wa9 inadequate to reach the state line

Was iniormed locally that a man by name of Joe l urray of Jenson Utah

was employed by Utah as ommissioner on Pot Cr ek Mr Murr cy could not be

contacted at this time Met with Ray Nash of Vernal Utah the attorney

represen ing Colorado water users and discussed the situation on Pot Creek

0
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with him and Mr Tash stated in his opinion the distribution was started

P rj z

too late in tY e season nd inadequate a a l y ed measurin

devices This can be contributed to various reasons The rea oteness of

he area inability to find a qualified man any sooner a ad will ng to act

as t cVommissi ner insufficient time to prepa re and loeate proper measuring

devices nd etc Some temporary measuring devices were set that it is

understood rill be replaced before another seasonJ Te f el that the present

plan properly carried out wi 11 be of great benefit to th Colorado users

as well as the majority of Utah users

The Pot Creek water to reach the Colorado line zust be pass d through

eservoix s located in Utah the combined storage of which will as has been

demonstrated in the past store the entire seasoris run off from the creek

October 1 th in eompany with I r Burgess of your office e visited

the Pot Creek area in Utah Again were unable to contact the man that was

acting as watEr evmmissioner the past season so tried to find our ray

around without any help I r Bur ess undoubtedly has made a report on this

visit Hovrever we loeated recently iristalled U S G S gaging station

on Pot Creek which would be below the u pper reservoir and a short distance

above the middle reservoir Pot Creek was other rrise dry e cept from

water being released from middle reservoir A make shiit temporary weir

has been placed in the creek below tYie last ditch division point in Utah

at which point it was evidently intended to m asure the water turned down

for Color do rights This weir is located in Utah near the Colorado line

We were also informed that another U S G S station was located on the

creek in Colorado this station we did not locate

n
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In re ard to such ecessa measuring devi ees as may be neeessary to

the Colorado users perhaps at the Utah Colorado line in the cree c or at
L

their points of diversions these users have agreed thai when they are

informed b the proper authority rhere and what is needed and how tfl place
4 f

such device they will pay the costs of same

Ir cluded with his repor you will find ttached a capy oi the minutes

of the Po Creek water users mseting held last March 19th of which you may

not have received a previous copy

Distribution oi water on Litt e Snake River in the compact area u der

the plan now in effect th past three years under the joint and eooperative

control of the water commis5ioner af ater District No 51 ai3d the

Wyomi r g water comr issioner continuing wi h no ccanplaints regist red

Respecrfully submitted

Irrigatic n Division Fagineer
Division IYo 6

a

0



aBtr rzo r o w r cor s zo t s r u nz cx ox s
FflR IRRIGATION SEASON OF 195i3

AA UNT F

IIISTRICT F APPRnPRIt PIOI CAPACI Y FIRST D Y LRST DAY

N0 DiTCH S CU9IC F T F UI CHES ATER WAS WATER WA3

REP RTED P7 t SECO dD SEG FEE USED USID

117 1

oru

OR R POft3 I 1

00 1 I 11 1

I3n DAYS AM UNT CARRIED N0 F T TAL R
DI TRICT WAT R IN 8EC F EET CRE FEE ACR S

N CARRIED USED IRFiIG 4TED

3 71 559 9 14g 41 21 dbl

70 503 01 75 393 ztF o18

54 9 237 20 9S6 6 185

57 94 23 22 t b 610 13 64 7

5S 6Ey 1 68 g6 154 331 53 057

ToTAL 4 3 z6o 79 J 1 6 I61 117 g 8



TABiJLATI N F WAfiE COI NIISSIONE S A1V dUAL RES RL UIR REP R S
FOP s z A zot so oF 195g

DISTRICT SiAT USED N0 F AAE 4 OF CAPACI Y IN
vo c s c zRS ctr c

o c s

Nfl 1 PQRTS M i tA 1EFt C SSIOF R

IRRIGATION 2 2 6 62
STOCK

W TER 1 12 OC 3

NOT USED 1

T TAL 1 1 8 SUO 62

IRRIGATI01 1 22 1 C30

ST CK

WATER 2 li 1 6 40

TO rAL 20 L SI flfl0

6 o s xvo s

IRRIGATIC3 i 1 b6 9 6
ST 7CK

va ER 2 0 6

DC3 iESTIC 1 2

o us 60 21 S8 680

a i AI 1 2 1 I 8

g iRRTGATIQN 0

D ES T IC 2 124 68 6 160

ToTAL 11 6 8 9

1 1t4L
T

2 1 6 3 5 165 792



KESERVOIP TABUL TIQN CONT

DISTRTCT Ut TITY OF UkIJTITY flF FTRtiT DAY LAST DAY AVG A E
rd0 iA R IN WAT i IN d TER L ED YA R USED N0 Dt YS

RESERVOIR RESE VGIR R hi RES FROM RES i i I 2
AY 1 CU FT 1 OV i CU FT ERVOIR ERVOIR G PRIED

I IG 6a bzo 62 c 1 S 1 6

STOCK 12 000 00

ToTAL 81 Q62 00

541I tIG 17 4 000 00 7 5 7 29 21

STOCK 1 6 000 00

TOTAL 20 1 0 0

57 I 0 74 39fl oo 7 9 19 l04

s oCx o 6 9

DAII 2

P TAL 1 2 8 1 00

8 I iRTG 88 8 126 6 6 1 1 2 8

DAM b8 6 160 3 I1 1

To AL 5 b 993 lzb 974 786

ToTAL AI I

DISTRICTS 790 1 4 126 6 19 11 1
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MINUTES OF THE P T CI K WA 1 H IJSERS A ETINC

Held at the iTernal Courthouse on March 19 195 at 7 30 P M

A me ting was held witll the Pot Creek ater users of both Color do and
Utah ior the purpose ofz 1 Selecting a suit ble and ca petant rater co issian
er 2j Adopting a budget to cover distribution costs for the coming year and

3 Determining the proper as5essment to be mad a ainst each vrater user Thase
attending the meetir g were

Water tJsers

John Siddcywa
Ben T Chase

William AZ en

Bud Phelps
i loyd Stevens

Zelph S Calder

I o Calder

Leaon Ainge

Ragmond Siddoway
Robert Shiner

Ht gh W Colton

CZif on W F cCoy
Neldon Shiner

William H Karren
M Clark Feltch

Raay E Nash

Jtilian las sey
Floyd Massey
Ed Lewis

Ralph Sidd ray
Whitney D Harnmond
Lora n Hatch

U ah State E ineer s Oifice

T ayne D Griddle
Donald C 1Vorseth
Hubert C I mksert
Robert B Porter

Jerry Ii ttle
F arold Donalds4n

Utah Water and Pawer Board

Tay R Bingham

Wayne I Criddle opened the meeting He introduced the me bers of the
Utah State Engineer s Office Jay R Bingha n of the Utah Vdater arid Power Board
and Ben T Chase of th Colorado Irri ation District Ato 6 who represented

the State Engineer of Co orado at the meeting He then explained the items
of b siness to be taken up at the meeting an gave a brief surr nary of the
conditions and problems facing the water users on Pot Creek It was plained

that this was an unusual problem involving distribution in the early part of
the season during whicY ti r this remote area is not easily accessible It

was explained that Colorado was in fuIl aceord with this program and that they
had agreed to asstune their share of the financial burden The irr3gated
acreage elaimed wa s approximately I260 acres of irrigated land in Utah and
160 acres in Colorado St was then explained that the total cost to the Utati
water user wouid be in the nei borhood of 2 cents per acre of irrigated Iand

As there is no one living on Pot Creek who is available f4r the position
of rrat r eommissioner it is felt that this is the minimum budget hat could
be set

Q testion John Siddoway asked for elarification a to how fihe Tater
measurements and the distributior was to be carried ou

Donald G Norseth then explained this was primaril a rnatter of s orage
regulation o the reservoirs and the flow right5 from the natural channel of
Pot Creek It vro ald be necessary to m asure all diversions the water above
the N att Warner Reservoir below the Matt arner Reservoir above the Crouse
fteservoi r and below the Crouse Reservoir It was felt that water to rneet theColorado rights could be m asiared a the point belcyw he Crouse Reservoir ar d



b utilizing the gaging station establishe near the Colorado li e roper

transmission eharge could be established for fu ure distribution

Measurir devices were then discussed The users rere informed that

u timately each diversion would require a measuring device The State Engineer s
Offiee reeommended that P shall flumes be installed

A discussion of possible eandidates for the position of watsr commissioner
ras carried on Ralp Siddoway asked the State Engineer for a brief description
of the necessaxy qualifications Ix Criddle than outlined the qualifications

as follov s

1 A knowiedge of water problems and the ability and imowledge necessary
ior proper me surement of w ter

2 The w ter co ni ssioner should be a man r th digni ty nd ability to
make deeisinns on water problems

3 The commissioner must be impartial

L Must be able to keep good reccmds

5 Must be of good health and physically abl to cop k ith the rigors

of distribu ian

The cost of 3istribution as then furtl r di scussed The users were

iniormed that the eost put forth was an estimate ior 1958 on1y F i ture admin

istration could aetuallg be higher or lower

The thod of water division under the distribuiion syst em was dzscussed

It was deeided that the water would be divided on a priorit r schedule that
was to be submitted to the court within 30 days John Sfddoway then e plained
that in certain peak years there was more water than could be stored in the
reservoir He wished to know what would happen to any excess w ter It was
pointed out that seldom if ever would all the rights be iull r satisfied

Jim Briggs of A anila was proposed by the State Engineer as a pogsible
candidate for eommi5si ner

The water users were requested to express their feeling5 on the matter for
a co ni ssi ner The follov ng opinions were expressed and discussed

Zel Calder s ated that everyone had gotten along satisfactorily and
there was no need for a commissioner

John Siddoway then stated that he felt it was neeessary that the water
be measur d and distribuied aecording to the rights in the proper pri ority

William H Karren then stated that there was a great need for a commissioner
that the lower users hadn t received ny water in the past

Bill Allen then stated that there was a need for a cor unissioner but before
distribntion w s put into actua pr ctice the water users would have to be
in flrmed of their water rights F w had any 3dea as to d3ere their rights were
situ ted in the priority schedule



Wayne D Criddle advised the user that he schedule would be ready in
the negt few days and subrr itted to the court within th rty day at whieh

time the State Engineer would have the IegaZ right o en ter in to active dis
tribution oi the vaatera of Pot Creek

Discussion was heid on the recognition of the stock ri ts and whether
or not the stoc ien cottld vote at the water users meetiri A basi for assess
ment was then discu sed and tY e part he stocll mmen would pla in the assess
ment It was decideci that the irrigators would be assessed on the basis of
the irrigated acreage and that a minimum assessment of 1 0 be set on all
rights under 20 acrE feet rhich incluCe the stockwatering rights

John B Siddo ray then r ade a motion that the State Engineer appoint a
co unissioner and assess on an irrigated aereage basis The motion was seconded

by Ralph iddoway It was decided no to vote on this motion and it was set
aside

Ralph Siddoway then made a motion that the minimum assessment for all
stoekwatering ri hts be 1 04 and that they have the ri ht to vote The

mo ion was seconded by Robert Shiner The motion carried 11 for and 3 against
two in attendan e and a proxy vote held by Zelph Calder for Leon Green

A motion was then made by William H Karren that a eorranissior er be appoint
ed to adminis er i ot Creek seconded by Bi 1 llen The r otion carried 11
ior and 3 agains

It was e plaiued to the users that due to the acceptance of a miniinwn
assesyment for stock ri hts and the inclusion of these rights under the
distribution gystem that t would be advisable to raise the total budget
to z75 A motion ras then made by John Siddo r y riat a total budget of 2 5

e assessed irrigated lands to be charged on an acrea e basis and a rr i nimum
assessmen to all stock rights of 1 00 his was sedonded b r Bill A11en
The motion earried 7 for and 3 against

Zelph Calder then s ated tha he wished an objection to be placed in
the minutes to the appointment of a commissioner and to the inclusion of he

stock rights as having a bonafide right to vote

discussion was again held on possible candidates for rater commis ioner

and the following two men were prop sed David Rasmussen and J Gill Nfurray
It was decided that no definite action would be taken at this meeting to
ppoint a commissioner but tirne allowed for contaeting possible candidates

and the making of recornmendations to April 5 195g If at that time he

users had not taken any definite action the State Engineer would consider
Mr Jatnes Bri gs Is J Gill l rray and rr Da rid Rasmussen and upon analyzing
the qualifications of the three men appoint a eommissioner Tt ras als

decided that if any other candidates were propc sed that these also be consid
ered on the basis oi their qualifications

uestions as to the position of the Federa3 judgrneni agains the P att
l tarner r servoir were r ised ps Robert B Porter answered that re w auld

not at this tim eonsider this question as we had no le al ri ht to da so

As there was no iurther bu iness to be discussed the meeting was
adjourned


