Steamboat Springs, Colorado

dovember 29, 1956

Mre J. S Fhitten
State BEnzincer
Denver, Colorado.

Decr ir., Wnittens:

I herewith present my annuel reoort for Irrio

o)

ivision Ho. 6 for 1056.

éttachcé hareto arc tabulations of water commissio-
nert!s ditch and reservolr reoorts.
e past season was bolow avorage water supply for
irrization combined with en extreme orccipitetion deficisney

throush moat all The irrigation ze this siltuation conti-

nued vp to first of Novsmber.

The woter supply Tor direct irrigstion hold up foirly

well the corly vpert of th. secason but declined renidly in July
to nearly a record low in August and continued low for bzlance
of season.

-

occur Tirst on tributar-

ies to main streams. The past vear the Flk “iver and the Thite
\ supnly

River main streams providsd the only aﬂalsAto meet 211 full

direct flow demands.

The Little Snuke “iver, afteor July 15, through balsence

-

of season was far short of supdlving deomends under Colorado-

[&

Wwyoming Comvact nrinrities.
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e Yempa Hiver above uhe town of Tampa from Tuly

of scason, by direct flow did not tal

—

1

\ﬂ

- th

r
[

care of wmore than Tift-un nor cent of ths demand. The Yamna

River however, throuzh the rest of District Wo. 58 District

Wo. 57 and Ll supolied up to about fifty vercent of the dem-
and, dus »rimerily to roturn water conditions and the Elk

River supply, The Jiversions in said area were maintained to

anrout ths avsrage.

23, in wWater District No. L)i. The lest use was raocorded in
Later District No. 58 Kovember 5th. The oversll irrization

ssason eztended through 225 days, starting approximately 20

lays carlier anc water wire gvallable it wos run 20 to
30 days longer thean the average season.
The everage number of days water wes carried over

tho cntirs ores wes 73 deys c= compared to QL deys for las

[#2]

t
year. The cverage {or number of days water carrclied was cut

es osn mein

ke

considerabely cdus to =srly closing of many »riorit:

streams and the insufficlent suoply on oractically all tribu-

The 1956 acrs Toot diversiona are sbout twenty por-
cont less then the 1955 diversions.
)

The total nuwber of sere fzet used in 1956 as recor-

ded on water commissioner's raports 1s hlE,l?S for the ir

v3

ig-

b )

_4

ation of 119,508 scres or approximately 3.45 = frot ver scre

average. wetor District lio. h3 where supnly came nearsr to meet-

ing the demand the avsrage number of acre foebt used wag 5.50

n

acre fi2t onzr ascre, while in District fo. 5& the average is not

over 1.50 acre frat Der acre.
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Precipitation averase on five stations, May through
Dctober period six months, total 3.97'inches; 2.51 inches or
sbout 63 per cent of said total rain fall occured during July
and Auvgust which was well distributed and of sufficient quan-
tities to produce beneficial resultse. The monthly averases on
ive stztions s follows; HMay .6& of an inch, June,l2,
July 1.9, August 1.02, Septsember .05, October .50. All other
rains occuring in the period excent during Tuly and Avsust were
totally ineffective.

The excessive and prolonged dry neriod following the

4

spring wheat planting rssultsd In some total losses to the

L.

wneat grower In ceritein sections of the srea. The zround in

some 1nstences remained too dry and for too long to nroduce

sprouting and complaints werc ¢lso heard that late suring fros-
ts warsz dotrimentel to tho spring wheat crop.

It is reported that the Tall planted wheat reoturns
will average above normel, thercfore the overall 1956 produc-

tion of wheat may average gbout normal.

Probably tne most serious situation resulting from

drought conditions occursd on renges, this is more »Hartic-

ularly disasterous In the western portion of the area. The.

mountalin rences wore also efTected but water could be obtained

in the higher elevations Tor stock wsicring purposes. 4 large
£

nzreentace of the

stock wers held in the hirh ranc:os and

restured otherwise considerably later than usual due Lo the lack

5

¥

of “water on tine winter This situation apoecars to have

boren reli@ved to some oxtent by th: carly Wovember snow fall at

©ding may e required more sxtensively

winter due Lo lack of fasd in the dry sreas,
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The following statistics werc obtuined through the

Yoffat and Routt County £.S5.C. 2ffices;

rAcresges ¢
sPlanted Sceled Dovn Allotments
: in 1953 :° I9EBLf ¢ 1955 ¢ 1950 ¢ Reductien iIn
: : : : : Acreage since 1053
Routt : : : : :
Goe ¢ 39,791 : 25,313 : 22,342 : 23,711: 16,080 L0%
Yoffat : : : : :
Co. 3 L0,000 : 30,070 : 30,0Lk : 31,625: 8,375  21%
Total : 79,791 : 55,380 : 52,360 ¢ 55,336t 24,455  30%

Q
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total wheat acreage in the two Count
soon cut 2&,L%5 acres since 1053,
the totel production
zly. A11 the poorsr land Tzs been
‘fwéuculon end means Tound to increace
rettsr lend.

The 1956 Routt County dry lend production was ~iven ss 20.6 bu,

e

ited land 27 bushels plus per =cre,.

oifst County Ary lend nroduction ranced from £ bu. ver

acre westerly »ortion to 27 bu. mer scre easterly oortion,

£ - - -
County aversge dry land 10.5 bu ner acre. Some irrireted l=nd

run up Lo 35 bu. nor sere. The Moffsat County figures would ind-

will »roduce about double the

it is ¢stimated that nol more than 5 to 7 2cr cent of

the nrescnt whest screage 1s 20 sltuatsd that 1t can be irriga-

¥ithin the past few years about thirty sorinkling uvnits
have been installed in this srea cond it is zstimeted thot 3500

gorinkling svantome

to L00Q scres iz now irrizsted vnder
Iervesting conditions vwore vary fw"ﬁ“<ole for 2l1l

crops. avnarantly no &

Tzets Lo »ny extent weore in

cvidenes to sgriculture returns as & result of the fall drouzht,

Plowing and the »reoparation of land for nlenting o winter

“~

d= difficult.

whzat sars
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Pot Craock and all tributrrlaes heod in e 2%ate of
Uteh, vrectically all runoff is from thes Utzh area. The Crock
A

flows in & southoosterly dircctlon and entsrs Colorado zbout

Tive miles zbove 11 unetion with the Groon River. There are

»

J
two Colorado weter filings on s«ild Cre«ck In Colorado with
totel claim to 5.50 cubic foot ner second of the direcct flow
an’ & smell storage claim. These claims <ot back to 1913-and
vater supply in Pot Crack was sufficisnt fbr many years there-
after to adequately irrigate about 200 scres of lond under the

Colorado cliims from 1913 un to sbout 1951, when said woter

11most entirely cut off by recent cons-

[

supply in Pot Creck was
truction of soms storage rescrvolrs on Pot Criek in Utah. The

overflow throush avnillway of the lower or lazt reservoir in

Ly -

tah doms not roturn to thro

A

Pot Crork drainage area, This =zitu-

ation deprives tho Colorado users o all tho witer formarly
avellsole to thewm from Pot Croeck orxcept thut slight run »ff

which might entzr the creek from . early spring mslting of snow

in thes = ~low that last rsservoir in Ttzah.

sited, examinations end renort
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were made Tirst in 1953,
d

iscussions have been carrird on with offi-

cisls from the Attorney Tencral's and State Fnolncer's offices

of the 3tate of Utah 1n an attempt to zrrive at some temporary
arrengement or agrsement with the Uteh officlels, pending a
compact if 1t be required, Whereby these Colorado users would
not be d vorived of ths wetsr Tormerly us+? by them from Pot
Creeks No rolicef however Yag been obtainsd to date,

lative to 2 me=rting on the Bot Creock

Tteh on June 18 1056 es rrcorded by
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Raymond htash, cover fairly well the claims as ovresented by
the Colorazdo walter users.

The State of Utah does not have =2 water commizszioner

covering ths Pot Cresk area., If tl
zet

couldnsome immediate sction and relief for Colorado users.

hey h;d, it is my opinion we

Adminstration Colorado-Wyoming Compact on the Little
Snrke River following special report on this matter which has
hereto fore been prasented:

The plan cgrsed upon and aoproved by the State Tngin-
eers of Coloredo and Wyoming for the method of sdminstrating
the Interstale Priority Schedule of water rights on the Little
Snalte River in the compact area, wecre put into operation this
past irrigation season, with very satisfactory results. The
minumum water supply of the Little Snake River was ebout aver-
ege. There heve been no complaints reaching this office from

g .

either the Colorado or ¥Wyoming vater users and so far as can

‘g

from sny source vas voieed. The
of
main contention herstofore undoubtedly was the result,misund=-

be learned no dissatisfaction

erstending and confussion among users both sides of the State
line. It was wmor~ particularly evident amonz uscrs under the

<2

same canal vhich crosses Sta

<t

2 line. This difficulty anvenrs

at leest temmorarily, to be under contral,

444

The Little Snaks River water rights in the Compact
erea are for approximately 126 appropriations totaling anpro-
imstely 250.00»cubic fret ver szcond in 25 ditches of which
there arc about 115 appropriations or total of approxima ely
173 cubic feoect ner second to 16 ditches in Wyoming and eleven
avpropristions with total of 78.55 cubic fect per sccond to

«

nine ditehes in Colorado.



The aopropricstions to sevzral of Lhs Little Snoeke
River Ditches were made in Wyoming for the irriesstion o»f 1land
in Colorsdo ¢na som:e were made in Colorado Tor th:s irrisation
of' lend locztzd 1n liyoming.

ALl :zcept one of the wyoming diversions srs locat-d

un strecam in YWyoming ebove the Colorsdo Jiteh dlversion noints.

o side streams contribute To th+ witsr suopnly of the Little

Snake &n

Little Snoke 1s of any practicel benefit in dutermining cvora-

tions along the river. It 1s estimated ! ver that ths woter

supply in sgoicd river entering the compact crea from shout the
' not

gon, mors than twenty to

micdle of July through balance of me
twenty five posreony of the totel sopronriations and this to
include the re-use of some roturn Clow.

Avtachad To this report i1s & cooy of the su-gested
plan of adminstration on the Little Snake River and copiles of

letters sent to some of the Cnlorado wat

er uscrs varticulsrly

undsr btho Gibson end 2leir Ditceh and the West %ide Censl,both

yomin woter rizhts, Tor curnose of correcting eny misvnders-

A g

tending o authority =2s exlsted »rior to ths agre-

ment on ths

propossd ad+-instration.

domestlie Hurn-

03es were £illed by May 1, with Th: exeontion of the Sage Treck

-,

Hoss=rvolr

fte

n Distriect Ho. 57 £1i11l2d to only one Tfoerh cupaclty

and tho Oradner Park Rossrvolr in District Zo. 58 to thric “ou-
rths capacity.

A zpecial report on the conditions of certein reszrve

oirs in thi:s arce was forwerded on June 8, a copv of which is
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included nerswith. Also included 12 2 cony of an ordqr soht

ovnoers of the Crs-k Bescrvolr Lo woike caritsrin re-

Ore

palrs to outlet

; o P . N . .
locat~d in istriet o. 57, & chennel ros

canucity of &0L acre foet ot o 35 foot storage depth. The dra-

inss mBrea is sbout O scuarc miles. It seldom £ills in one

[t

scason. It heg boen voorly maintainsd ever sinece construction.

Somes sims in mast fouw years sn Ilmproperly installed zmate vwas

1

4 . T - -
removsd fpom the uponer =nd of outlet and o 1o inch gote valve

"

was bolt=d to th+ lowar =nd of thaza 18 inch czst iron outlet

vilve wag craclked Trom

freozineg ehout the Tirst winter ztorage. Tn an attemptoto hold

n .

z the water snd use e reoscrvolr a home made tomborary sl-

‘horn wnldcd to the oulbex

deoof the old mate

Regervolr (omwornr, o
ecizht rencheors in i lunt

bos¢ of constructing thr Allen

s oo ol onsd

e

cinieity of

d Tor supoleomentel wvat r sunnly

wober Jrom Fiddle Hunt Crozk Tor

©-1y 3000 reres.

1€ Tor the consitruction

construction vos

com lsoted in Seoptember, Prralssion wao ziveon o




e oot wes closad toesoon, . . “hich ro-

stltcd In an onrly Tilling o7 the rescrvolr with zavers

1
depth of snow In th< spililway-chusing woitor to rriss 3.5 So

i Toet asove snillwey croat lovel, Defor. o choennel could be

thv. approx ¢ 100 yerds of o= snow obstruct-
ing ©the fr.¢ {low thlkough zpillway. This oustruction

could huvs noueibly roised the
topped the dem. ™e spillway

zrea for about 100 wyards

¢pilling over slope dovn to ano-

o s et A .
cralnege cnd 1t 1t loceted neoar nd of the r-ga-

rvolr ajooroximately 2000 Tcet Trom the de Attoch d 1z o copy
of ¢ sazelal rooort on o Tish Crock Canm.

Ariother scocrats and comnlote ronort vwog

e 1 - " L] o : a nE L3 ]
forvard < to = o Tiecc furust 27, 1C5S of conditinns snd n-~d-

cd roconctruction in conncetion with the MeXinnis rodows Frge-

oYY B ™ YT Ea niah 1 [ [ - - v T LR R e e - -
crVolLr Lam, co»ny of walch waog sent to ro H. . Androws of She
] - oy > - oy e -
Colorsdo epe snd Tish Dovaertrnt.
SRR T BT - RS B L 2 TN e K PR LR
e Sherll? Rugervolr Dam in Lobor District Voo 57

v
[}
v
i
=
N
O
.
o
}
)

constructad Uy S Lowm of (ak retile porpnsces,

was compleatod Inm th. “ell of 19B5,

censeity cround 750
acre foet, wis Tilled this yoar and the water stored therein

sxcent o small portion uscd for town purnocscs, waes released

ities on Troutlt Cr-ek.

anilluey. It eopeared

in zood condition. A slizht crosion sterted on an unproctected

slove of ths sonillway return to the cresk, not to th+ extent

to imperil the safaty rezervoir.



Atteched heresto arse the fTabulstz2d statazments of the

Water Commissionsr's Ditch =rvolr Navorts and conies
of soms of ths mors important corrcspondence roclating to off-

icigl zcts for the vast szason.

Regpectfully submitted

B T e
ITPl‘Jtlon Division Bn~ incer
Division Uo.




TABULATION OF WATER COMMISIT WER'S ANNTUAL DITCH RUPHRTS RO

’

IRRTICATION SWA3ON 1956

job

District:No. of :Amount of :Cavacity of:First Day
Foe. :Ditches :A4ppropriation sDitches = t¥isber was
:Reportedicu., ft. poer ec.:Scce It sused
L3 : g0 : 798.55 : 1153.00 : Lo-1
uh : 101 £97.53 : 779.00 : 3 - 23
sy b1 134.13 : 263.00 : 5§ -1
55- 56 : Lo, records ---- ;3 ------ it
57 : 50 333. o? : L2600 0 3 -29
58 ¢+ 285 : 1530.06 : 1601.00 : 3 = 29

Total : LEB7 2 3293.94 : 4220.00 : 3 - 23
DistrictiLeast Euy.Av“rﬂTf tAvorage - tHo. OF :Total Mo,
No. :Water 2o, ngs.Dglly Amt. there Toebilhcres

twa g uscdiwater Carried in tUsed tIrrizeted

: .ctfricd :Second fegts :

: 10-20 : n ¢ Lil.10 : 123,039 : 22,210

: 10-17 : 94 ¢ L13.7%5 75,775 @ 22,033

:  9-29 : 0O : 95.10 : 0,060 : 3,;65
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2,12li.37 119,508

District: ATDTT COMIT o
o, 1 Acrec foob: T
: Dur ocore o TXplanations
: divergion:
I : 5.52 : Vorlations In thiv acrs foot diversions in
hi : 3.39 ¢ the soveral districts 1s ths result of the
5& : l.h} + aveilable woter sudnly throush the ~ntir
57 : 2.38 : season. District ¥Wo. 113 is s3out an average,
58 s 3.1 : District Lo. 5L zbout 25%
Average 3el7 :



ANHTUAL RETERVOIR R™PORTS

“vantity of

District:No. of tArea of :Cavecity in:
Moe :Reservolirs:iiigh Yetericublc frat twabter in
tRenorted  :Line acres: :Regervoir
: : : siay lst
: : : scudic feoet
uﬁ : Mo Neport: ------- R e D
Bo: 1l s L6 i 75,81h,L75: 98,058,)7
5L s 3 : 33 : 13 023,99L: 13,023,99
57+ 1L 482 a7 51 869+ :121,831,21
58 s 11 : L6 :hlb 2,3023396,026,0L6
Total : 12 : 1395 :67L,l42 630'309,139 733
District:fuantity ofilfirst day @ tAverage @
No. swater in thiater usedi’ :fo. days
tHesorvolr  From :: twater wes:
:ifove 1st tflescrvolr @ tCarrled
scublic feat @ s : :
Ll + . - 000 2 5 - 1% : 10- 0 : Y :
sho o 000 ¢ 7 - O 7-30 26 :
57 : 7,009,625 5 - 1 9- : :
58 :2u,gg1 072 ¢+ b - 1 : 10=2 : Agg :
Total $31,080,207 : 5 - 1 ¢ 10-20 : L7 :
Districtilverage :ilo. of tTotal :
Mo. :Daily tacre foetilirrisated:
sAmount tReservoirsleres : Remarks
scarried twater : :
scubic fustiCarrisd :
Ly ¢ 1L.LO : 102 1210 : Additionsl 1and
Sk e 5 00 225 L50 " "
57 s 16, 30’ : 1776 760 3 " "
58 : 72.5 : 9333 : Supplemental sunoly
: : : to 25 ditihes
Total : 1od.30 s 12730 @ 2120 i
Districts ADDFED STATENMENT
=o : " The ;2 Ressrvolrs reported were classified as
~ : :r Lhe following tcbulation;
: izotlon 1 Domestic : Stock water: M
: To @ Ziwmecltyiio macltyslio 1Caprclity: o :C’OQC1LJ
: t Ac. ety ice That ¢t Ac. Tl.: :
57 o« L 1527 2 1 712 0 ¢ 11CL ¢ 3 ¢ EB03
56 ¢ O 1 7950 : 2 ¢+ 1570 S I e
aly s 6 : 1300 $t 0§ ==-= 53 207 :2 : 15
sk 1 1227 : 0 ——_—— 2 2 3 72 s - s —--
: 20 :11.004 : 3 2 :13 ¢ 1503 "+ 5 i hEY
57 T Ono owooorreolr rer & for Tish ute only
: i e Tar stock watsr are
: sed are uniit for use




COPY

llobes: transcribed by Ray E, lash, Attorney )
at Law in Vernal, Utah, relative to a meet~ )
{
/

-

inges Re: Pot Creek Rights,

NN

iotes relative to a conference that was held in the office of Ray F. lash
on the 12th gay of Hay, 1956. Present were lfir, Thomas L. Ainge, Mr. Bill Karren,
Ire Be Te Chase, revresenting the State of Colorado, he being the Division
Irrigation Engineer of Division 6, State Enginecer Office, and also Iir. Hashe

The discussion was con the matters relative to the adjudication on Pot Creek
in the interests of lr. Karren and Ir. Ainge, they having Ranches and land in
Colorado,

Ire Chase emphasized the fact that a compact between the two gtates, would
be necessary before a final detsrmination could be reached, but it was felt that
in the interest of these fellows, it would be well to pet some temporary arrange-—
ment worked out whereby their rights as recoguized by the state of Colorado vrould
also be recognized and not be pre-empted by Utah users.

It was decided that two copies gach of the rights, maps and other documents
in the state engineerts office in Colorado would be oblained by lir. Karren and

lire Ainge, these to be used in connection with the conference which we hope to
arrange with the state engineer of Utah in the very neae future,

It is also felt that various other people such as Siddoways and the Searles
and others who have put dams on the water sheds on Pot Creek should be brought
into this matter and that they should recognize the paramount rights of these
dovm stream userse Ve noted that the water used by these people come from the
0ldfield and the Miles ditchese These fellows used water and it had heen
appropriated prior to the establishment of any dams upon Pot Creelk, Also, they
vrere some of ‘the first users of water for irrigation and appropriation on thi
Creeke It is their contention that their rights should be recognized as
paramount and practically to all the other rights upon the Pot Creek, this however
to be determined by survey and probably by the adjudication pending before the
Court in this state in connection with the compact to be entered into between
the two states.

The Colorado rights recognize 55 cubic feet per second to these two users,
Mr, Karrern and lMr, Ainge on their propertys. In addition to this, Mr. Karren
has his storage right to his Dry lake reserveoir, r. %d lewis and 1. Ainge
together ovm that,

lire Chase is of the opinion that the 5% second feet will not adequately
irrigate the land now under the ditches in these two places, but it will take
more water than that amount to adequately irrigate them so they will raise
beneficial crops and be properly irrigateds. This opinion is established after
having examined the land and its nature and that quite carefully,

Mre Chase recommended that some arrangement should be worked out, whereby
the water coming to lMr. Karren and lir. Ainge could be measured at or near the
state line and this to be insured or handled by a commissioner or someone
appointed to see that it was properly distributed to reach that point. Iire Chase
suggested that there be a uniform handling of the water in all this area covering
both the Colorado users and the Utah users and the rights, of the Colorado users
be recognized and it be inigrated in connection with the Utah rights, this to be
irregardless of deppnag Or adjudications in the respective and separate states,



- m

Clark reltch on May 10, examined Zelph Calders reservoirs and the water
flowing into them and he deternined fhat above the reservoirs about 10 second
feet of water was pouring in, but none was being discharged from the reservoirs
by Ire Calder at alls Mre. Karren also contacted Ixr. Calder and requested that he
turn some water rights dowme Ifre Calder advised him that he would recognize his
right and turn some water but has failed and refused to do so as yet, and is still
impounding all of the water in his dams as far as lr. Karren is concerned and has
note Some waters going into Bill Allent's reservoir, this perhaps pursuant to the
Federal Court Decree awarding Bill Allen and then crosses 5 second foot full from
Pot Creek prior to Zelph Calderts rightse Ilowever, it should be emphasized that
the rest of these users werc not parties to that action and therefore are not
bound by tne Judgement or the decree of that court entered by Judge Tilman He
Johnson sometime agoe Perhaps it would be well to notify the state engineer and
that there are other dams and reserveirs located on the Diamond lMountain area
covering the drains to Pot Creek by Siddoways and Searles which are impounding
water and perhaps nc filing has been made on these reservoir sites gnd if there
has been a filing, the water is being impounded and nrevented from being allowed
to go down these users who have paramcunt rights to the same,

-

lote:s Further statement by Be Te Chase, Division “ngineer, that the Ainge and
Karren rights in Colorado have a prior valad claim to the Pot (reek
water in the amount of not less than 5450 cubic feet per second to any
storage in the Utah reservoirs or ditches constructed subsequent to 1913,



STATE OF VY CMING

State Ingineerts 0ffice
Fheyenne

parch 15, 1956

ire Lealnd U. Crieve,
Savery,
yoming

Dear Ieland.

The enclosed copy of the report of irs Chase to State Engineer
Thitten is self-explanatory.

I feel that Farl Iloyd and Mr. Chase have accomplished a sensible
and workable plan here, and now it will be up to you Little Snake
River pater users in Wyoming to find a suitable man to act as
Water Commissioner on the Wyoming side, ~Your cooperation in this
effort will be appreciated,

Should you need hely in breaking in a new Cormissioner, lr, Frnest
leVassewr of Laramie will be available, and Ir. Knowlton will
ccoperate by endorsing any man that you and the Carbon County
Commissioners approvee.

We will expect to hear from you if we can help at this end.

Sincerely yours,

L. Ce BISHOP,
State Engineer
ICBsem
Encle

cc: We Je Knowlton, Supte Water Dive ;#l, Torrington, ¥yoe
Irnest IeVasseur, Box 292, Laramie, Wyoming
County Cormissioners, Carbon County, Rawlins, Tyo.
Be Te Chase, Irr. Dive. Engineer, Steamboat Springs, Colos
Je e Whitten, State Engineer, Denver, Colorado



Larch 13, 19%6

Lire Je Ts Whitten
State Engineer
Denver, Colorado

Dear e VWThittens

At the meeting held in Dixon, Wyoming, on Harch 9th, with Ir. Farl ILloyd,
Deputy State Engineer of Wyoming, a method of operation yas agreed upon
for the administration of priorities on the Little Snake River, In
accordance with the Interstate priority schedule of water rights on the
Little Snake River starting at a point 100 feet below the confluence at
Savery (Creek and the said Rivers

Those present and participating in this meeting from Wyoming in addition
to lire Lloyd, Deputy State Engineer of lyoming were lir. Frnest LeVasseur,
Special Assistant State Engineer of Wyoming, lre e J. Knowlton, Super—
intendent of Irrigation, Division 1 of Wyoming, Rachael IeVasseur, and

lirs Ceorge Salisbury, County Commissioner of Carbon County and represente
ing the water users of Wyonings For Colorado, myself and lirs Beryl Kelley,
Tater Cormissioner, District Noe Slhe

It was agreed that the regularly appointed and acting water commissioner
of District No 8 of Wyoming and the regularly appointed and acting water
commissioner of District No 5l of Colorado would operate cooperatively
and in conformity witi: the interstate priority schedule as follows:

The water commissioner of District Ho. 8 of Wyoming to adainister the
priorities to all ditches heading in VWyoming on the Little Snake River
from the point at the upper extreme of the compact area that is a point
starting 100 feet below the confluence with Savery (reek on the Little
Snake River and following dovm said River to where it again enters
Colorado just above the head of the Trowel Ditch,

And, in the performance of this operation it is agreed that the said water
cormissioner is to exercise all authority invested in him by the laws of
the State of Wyoming, throughout the entire length of all ditches and +o
all water users thereunder having water claims in the ditch that heads in
the prescribed areas This in particular refers to the VWest Side Canal and
the Gibson and Rlair Diteh under which there have here to fore been sone
disagreenent of authoritye .
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In order that some of the expense of administration in the compact area be
borne by Colorado, it was further agreed that the regular appointed water
cormissioner of District o 5L in Colorado operating in conjunction with
the Wyoming commissioner and in conformity with the interstate pricrity
schedule, administer the priorities to all the cditches dovm stream on the
Iittle Snake River below that point as above stated at the Colorado Wyom=
ing line and particularly starting at the head gate of the Trowel Ditch
and continuing with all ditches below that pointe

This will require a close cooperative operation between the two water
cormissioners teo properly administer the priorities as intended under the
interstate pricrity schedule and in keeping with the terms of the Upper
Coloradoe River Compact,

Should the water commissioners invelved in the administration of the Iittle
Snake River below the mouth of Savory Creek encounter any difficulties

or should a situation arise as a result of any arrangement made by Ir.
Iloyd or myself, which they are uvnable to handle that the; should immed-
lately apply to Mra. Lloyd or myself or both for advises

Very truly yours,

(S) Be Te Chase
Be T Chase
Irrigation Division Engineer No. 6

CCe 1ra Barl Lloyd
Deputy 3tate Engineer
Cheyenne, yomning



STATE OF COLORADO
0ffice of Irrigation Division
Tngineer of Division Hos 6

Steamboat Springs, Colorados April L, 1956

To:

Jce Herold ) Coloradec users of water in the Cibson &
lerign Jones ) Blair Ditch

Carley Jebens )

Relative to the administration of priorities in conformity
witn the Inter State Priority Schedule of water rights on the
Little Snake River,

The actbing 'Jater Commissicner of District Jjoe & of
Wyoming has been designated to administer a pertion of said
priorities whica include the Gibson and Blair Ditch and in the
performance of his duties he is to exercise all avthority invested
in him by the laws of the State of Tyoming, tiwroughout the entire
length of said ditcha

All water users therefore, irrizating land in Colorado
under the Gibson and Blair Ditch will be under the said vater
cormissionerts jurisdicticn and he is authorized to make
adjustment of ditches in Colorado if requirede

It is essential that you comply witihi his orders and of the
ditch rider who may be acting under his directionse

Yery truly yours

Be Te Chase, lrrigation Division
Ingineer, Division o, 6



STATE OF COLORADO
Office of Irrigation Division
Engineer of Division HJoe 6

Steamboat Springs, Colorado April L, 1956

To

Carl Qberg
Ronald Iowe
Iverett Qrchard
Carley dJebens
Clifford Ieggett
John Te Sherman

Colorado users of water in the
West Side Canal

M N A NN

At a meeting held in Dixon Wyoming on March 9th 1956
between representatives of tie offices of the State Engineerts
of lWyoming and Colorado to formulate plans for the administra-
tion of priorities on the Little Snake River for this year, It
was agreed that the acting Water Commissioner of District Noe 8
of Tyoning and District Hos 5 of Colorado wonld act coopera-
tively in the administration of priorities in conformity with
the Inter State Priority Schedule of water rights on the Little
Snake River in agreement with Article XI cf the Upper Colorado
River (ompacte

Referring particularly in this respect to the Test Side
Canal which is to be under control of the Wyoming Comissioners
It was agreed that in the performance of this function, the said
Tlater Comilssioner is to exercise all authority invested in hinm
by the laws of the State of Wyoming, throughout the entire length
of said canal and that all water users thereunder irrigating land
in Colorado having water claims therein or diverting water from
the canal, will be under the jurisdiction and control of the said
Water Commissioner and he is authorized to make adjustments of
ditches in Colorado if required. It is essential that you comply
withh his orders and of the ditch rider emnloyed by the ditech
company who will be acting under the direction of the water

cormissioner.
7z

Very trulyr yours
CcC:

Irs Gronest LeVasseur Be Te Chase, Irrigation Division
Engineer, Division Ho. 6




June 28, 1956

IIre Ce Ce Hezmalhalch
Depubty State Engineer
Denver, Colorado

Dear ir, Hezmalhalch:

This is in reply to your letter of June 12, in which you
requested certvgin information relative to the safety of dams and
a rumor of a possible unsafe dam near Steamboat Springs, I have
been on the alert in this regard and continually in close contact
with conditions of all major reservoirs in the area and since
receiving your letter I have made extra effort to trace dovm any
possible reason of any thing that mizht be a basis for a rumor,

So far have only uncovered one possibilitye. That is the conditions
resulting by .provably a premature closing of the gate by the towms
mater superintendent at the new Steamboat Springs Reserveir on
Fish Creeks

The Tish Creek Reservoir belonging to the tovn of Steam=
boat Springs, which was completed last year and were given per-—
mission to proceed with storage some time prior to June 1, 1956,
Early in April this year the town water superintendent got over
gnxious, made a trip up to the reservoir in a snow cat and closed
the gate, unbelmorm by mes He returned about a month later and
found the reservoir full of water and about nine feet of snow still
in the spillway, and according to his report the snow was holding
back the overflow through the spillway, water just starting to
cut tirough siightly with approximately a four foot depth of water
above the natural creste The freeboard on the dam is supposed to
be Te5 feet and he estimated there were not more than 3.5 feet
between hign water line and the crest of the dam., He stated that
he used powder to open a channel through the snow in the spillway
and the water level was lowered to proper level in a matter of
hours, and has been in clear since, This reservoir is situated in
an inacessible area and for at least seven months of the year can
be reached only on foot or some means of snow travel, The dam has
been covered with snow until just recently. It is expected that
the site can be reached by July 10s I will make a complete inspect—
ion of its condition and will forward a detailed report and
recommendations following the inspection .
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The reservoir and dam has been cbserved by flying over at
various invervals and it has the appearance of being in good shape.
I believe the towvm board has learned a lesson from this years
experience and will guard against a re-occurance, I have uncovered
no evidence up tc the present time that the dam is unsafe but I am
of the opinion that some additional freeboard should be provided on
the dam or the gate should be left opmen through the winter and not
closed until about June 1, I am sure the reserveir would £ill writhe
out difficulty after that date,

Following are some further notes and comients on some of
the other reservoirs in this area,

Ilo exceptionally heavy runoff has occured any where in this
Division this yeare. The runoff and storage conditions appear about
average, but much imprcved over bhe past two years,.

The 3tillwater Reservoir lNoe. 1 was filled by liay le This
is the first bime this reservoir has in the past two years has had
over hall storages

fhe Gardner Park Reservoir by lay 1, was within three feet
th a possibility of no further storage in sight,

e 3

of full w

The Simon Reservoir No. 1, was filled to capacity by liay
15, The above three reserveirs ars in District No. 58 and are all
reported in good general condition s to safety,

The Tlk Iake Reservoir in District Ho. 5L is not considered
to be unsafe but has been neglected in maintenance and should be put
in proper condition prior to any practical future use. It is an off
channel reservoir, supplied by feeder ditch from Willow Creeke
Adjudicated 398 acre feet, ovmership recently changed hands, 7ill
send more detailled report and recommendations at a later date.

Sage Creek Reservoir in District Noe 57 is not considered
unsafe at this time. Hotice has been served on the omers to make
certain repairs, copy enclosed herewith, This reservoir is located
south of Hayden on Sage Creek, it has an adjudication for 80l acre
feet, about a 35 fool storage depth,

An item appeared in a recent issue of the local newspaper ,
where bids have been advertised for the construction of the Allens
Basin Reservoir in District Mo. 58. (You sent me = set of these
plans and specifications)s This project was started and original
surveys were made by the S.Ce3s and later rejected by that office
for some reasons The plans and specification were finally prepared
by a private engineer, It appears however, the SeCeSe office is
furnisiing the technical advise, I don't kmow just who is going to
be responsible for the construction supervision, '
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It is noted that Stanley Dismuke is the Ingineer that
signed the plans and specifications for the Allens Park Dam.
Through his connection with the Higlway work, he would have very
little time to devote any personal attention to other matiers,
and unless other arrangements are made, I do not believe he would
be in a position to give this construction the necessary atbention.

T herewith recomiend that your office require a rigid
inscectlon on the construction of the Allens Parlk Dam and that
the ommers and their engineer be informed that a capable and full
time inspector approved by your office_  be emnloyed during the
constructions I have noted so much of tnis type of construction
being left in the hands of the contractor and an occasional visit
by the enginecer,

Very truly yours

Irrigation Division Zngineer
Division iloe 6

eNCe



August 9, 1936

To the Honcrable Mayor,
and Tovm Board
Steariboat “prings, Cclorado

Gentlenens

Pursuant to requirements imposed upen this office by the
~n*ﬂn°e*, an inspection was made on July 10, 195 of the Fish reek
Reservolr and Dam to ascertain the COﬁdiL;unS as o resvlt fol
1ts firgt storage of water since construction,

Special attention was centered on the regsuliant effect of
storage to the dam and appurtenant works and included h rewi
some of the cboervations noted and recommendations resultin
from,

I an informed the gate was closed and the reserveir filled
during the month of Yay this years This would be nricr to the heavy
run—-off in that area and of course prior to any noticeable decrease
in snow depths

The spillway apreared tc have been adequate with no great
depth of = rater to take care of the overtlow, following some earlier
d1¢¢¢culty encountered by what I would censider a premoature closing
of the za te, causing an early filling of the reservoir with deen snow
in tne spillway at that tinme,

A i
’ﬁ V'e*b\ r*

A Licht ercsive condition in the surface soil shows on +the
slopo below tje spillway creste It is of no imnmortance or concern as
2 hazard to the reservoir. It is noted however, there is some finishing

vet to be conuleuea in connection'w th the sr¢¢lmav

On the date of inspection, the reservoir was full and an estimated
several cubic feet per second was floring thwroush the swil]vay. Gate
renalned closed and all water entering the reservoir was being passed
out tie srilliaya.

Tt was noted that the measuring flumes were not yet in place in

the streams supplying the rese rvoir, these will be essential at ceritain

times and it is hoped that they will be installed without too nuch
Turther delay,
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An exanination at the dam disclosed several small wet places at
the lower toe of the dame IU appears that some of these were having
a tendency of decreasing or possibly drying ups These spobts arc no
more than vrere expected and may gradually disappear as some of these
may be caused by molsture which has entered from the slopes or springs
in the rock crevices at or near the lower toe of the dame

The only real seepage appearing where an actual flow of water
appears, that cculd be coming from the reservoir aside from the tile
drains, 1s at a point at the lower end where a temporary spillway was
located which was used during the winter of 1954=-55. This scepage, a
very slight flow ab this time, could be following along the bed rock
in the old spillway channel under the full width of the fill. T an
inclined to believe at this time, T think it might be disregarded as
anything of importance, if this water is finding its way through this
outlet from the gravel drain in the dam where it is not intercepted
by the tile draine. If this seepage does not show any sign of increasec
over a period of time and it is later deteriined that it may be comins
from the reservoir directs Tt might be controlled if necessary, by
applying a seepage control compound to the hillside adjacent to the dan
on the up-stream side,

A1l wet areas should be watched, particularly when the reserveir
is full and observations made and noted of any chances or increases in
seepagee

Based upon the difficulties encountered this past spring witi snow
obstructing the spillway, together with other facts and conditions as
they exist at this time, T suggest and recommend that starting very soon,
the water level in the Fish Creek Reservoir he gradually lowered over the
next sixty to ninety days depending uvpon weather conditions this fall, to
the outlet level, That the gate be left wide open during the winter in
order bhat the direct and normel winter flow of the Creek will pass
through the outlet and the increased early smring runoff will not accunu=—
late any storage until the proper time in the spring to close the zates

This reservoir is isoclated during the winber months and difficult
to reach for aboub seven months of the years. There is no reason under
present conditions for any holdover storagee It will easily fill in a
short period of time in the late spring run off, even up to or after late
in June, depending upcn known snow coverage at that time. I therefore
suggest that the gate not be closed for tlie storage of water next year
until conditions in the spillway are not going to interfere with the
ordinary overflow level, I further believe it will be beneficial to
releive that pressure on the dam during that periocd of time.

I am net in accord with a suggestion that this reservoir remain
full or be filled during the winter months in order +that the overfiow
night keep a channel open in the spillway wunder the snow ehtce This is
wholly specylative, Could be an adninistrative problem on the stream,
and if permitved, it would require frequent, if not constant attention

throughout the winter,



After a few years storage and the dam 1s otherwise prepared and
is proven to be completely stable, it might be expedient to add in a
proper manner a few more feet to the present dam height to provide
sufficlent freeboard as a safe guard to take care of an emergency as

existed this year.

Respectfully submitted,

Be Te Chase

Irrigagtion Division Ingineer
Division loe 6

Copy b
State Er

.
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September 21, 1956

Subject;
The Allen Basin Reservoir Dam
Disty Noe 58
The Allen Basin Resepvoir Co.
Owmners .
Pe Te Jones, Fresident, Yampa,
Colorado

Mre Je Ee Whitten
State Engineer
Denver, Colorados.

Dear [r, Whittens

Construction on the above named dam was completed on
September 1, 1956 by David Henderson contractor,

I made a final inspection on the above date of the con-
pleted structure, in addition to several visits to the site
during various stages of constructions

I find the said dam has been constructed in conformity
with the plans and specifications in every detail as originally
approved with the exception of the change in the kind of outlet
pipe, which I understand, later had the consent of vour office,
line rails were used instead of the L~inch by L=-inch wooden gage
rods The later I believe will be more permanent,

lire e L. Starbuck, engineer employed by the owners, was
on tie job continually during the construction, directing the
procedure, setting grades, lines, making tests, etc, and enclosed
herewith is a copy of his statements relative thereto.

T herewith recomsnend that the construction of the above
named dam be approved as completed and the owners be authorized
to close the gate and commence the storage of water as soon as
prior demands on Hunt Creek below the dam will permit,

Very truly yours

Division Engineer, Irrigation
Division loe 6



October 30, 1956

Iir. Re e Jones, President
Allen Basin Reservoir (o,
Yampa, Colorado

Dear lre Jones:

Your Company is herein given authority to close the
gate and commence the storage of water in the Allen Basin
Reservoir by November 1, of this year,

It is suggested that you do not remove the present
tenporary dam up stream above the reservoir gate, with the
gate closeds There was no sediment provision made to take
care of accumulation of silt above the gate and if the water
stored back of this temporary dam were to be released too
fast it would probably wash down silt and mud sufficient to
entirely cover the gate, That should be drained when the
gate 1s open.

It is further suggested that after closing the gabe,
the crank be removed and a heavy chain and lock be provided,
to securely lock the gear wheel and a key turned over to the
Water Commissioner of District lce 58« A ley should also be
provided to whoever may be desiznated by the Reservoir Com-
pany to look after the reservoire This will eliminate any
unauthorized persons from tampering with the gate,

Very truly yours

Irrigation Division ingineer
Division }o. 6



Hay 17’ 1956

lire Marvin Barnes )

Ir. TBasel Scott ) Ovmers Sage (Creek Reservoirs:
Hayden, Colorado

Dear Sir:

This is to notify you as an owner in the Sage Creek
Reservoir, located on Sage Creek in Water District Noe 57:
That the gate must be removed from the lower end of the out-
let tube, or to remain entirely open at all times.

Prior to the said reservoir being used for any
purpose or any water allowed to be stored therein. A suitb—
able gate properly installed must first be placed at the
npper end of the outlet tube, such as will be acceptable
to and approved by the State Inglneer.

The spillway will also require some attention pre-—
vious to any further storage of water,

The Water Commissioner of Tater District ljo. 57 has

been directed to refuse to allow any future storage of water
in this reservoir until this order has been complied witha

Respectiully yours

Irriggtion Division pngineer
Division [oe 6
Copy to
A, Re GoOree
Water Commissionsr
Diste IN0e 57



