STATE OF COLORADO
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. &
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

B. T. CHASE
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER November 28 1955
N 1 ]

Mre. J. E. Whitten
State GIngineer
Denver, Colorado.
Dear 2ir:

I herewith present my annual report for Irriration

Diviszion Yo. 6 for 1955.

comuiasionerts diteh and reservolr renorts,

The run-off ond water sunaly for direct irrigstion

below normel and wes less than that of 198l
o overall serious consequences resulted by shorta-
zes of irrizpstion water. It 1s eatimated that the total
final results would average fifteen To twenty vercent under
the normal production. Onlvy =zpotted total losses were repor-
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The total precipilitation April through Seontember was

below normal. The a»npdroximate ec:tern one half of the area, the
totel 7Tor the siz month period wes sli~htly over seven inches,
it was fairly well distributed and very beneficial tn zrowing
crops. In the westerly »ortion of the area, the roin Ffall ves
so 1lisht during the groving season that mracticelly no henefit

was derivesd therefrom, consecuvently dryv land crons in this =2rea

ar bhelow normal.
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TASULATTON I DITCY PEPORTS POR
IRRICATION
District:iio. of / of :Canaclity : Pirst dasy
o. :Ditches :ipprooriation :of dltches: weter waes
:Renorted ft. ner z2ec.:%ec. ft, : used
3 : b1 7.1 : 1243.50 ¢ L -1
L 2 97 L0 : 752.00 ¢ L= 7
sh ¢ 2ee no low : :
55«56 : 1o wat 1, : i
é? Lo o : h03.00 4= 20
=8 291 .0 : 1570, OO 4= 20
Totel : LG8 i : 2075.50 ¢ -1
Disurictilast dayiAverage tiverage : o, of :Total
No. thater 0. days:iDaily amt. i14cre feetilio. acres
twas usediwaver :Carried tUsed tIrrizated
: scarried :in Sec. ft.: :
03 : 10 - 30: 100 : ?O@.Qb : 131,505: 23,501
L :10-3: e : Lol : TBG,1LL: 21,663
5 : : : H :
ES-S% : : : : :
57 ¢ 10 - 28: 111+ 199.Lh2 h5,182: 13,06
8 £ 11 -1 : 73 3 950,03 : 15L,6L6: £l,318
Total : 11 -1 3 9ly ¢ 2102,55 ¢ L10,5727: 2,053b
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Noveuber 16, 1959

Je By Whithen
State Dngineer
Denver, Colorado

Dear ire Whittens

Following an axtensive inquiry, examination and study of facts on the Colorado =
Wyeming, Iittle Snake River administration, I am nobt satisfied thet the appointe
nent of an Inter-State Vaber Commissioner would be a sclution for solving the
problems that have been presented by a few of the water users in the area,

I therefore do not recomsend the appointment of such official but it is my
opinion that if Wyoming dan provide a suitable and capable Water Commissionsy lor
their area oosperation between the regularly sppolnted Wyaning and Colorado Water
Commissioney can will aceomplish the desired results without the addibional
and unnegssaary expense to Colerade of their proportionate costs of s specisl
ecpact commiseioneres YNo Colorado rights abt this time are particularly involved,

The prineipal couplaints on administration and the instigators of the movement %o
have gome changes made come prineipally from water users irrigeting land in
Golarado, but undey Wyoming cm?ym%% Wa ,%ghf.;z, and in each instance it
involves only their individual divereion,Trior{tlés from the river to the head of
such canals, much less any involvement a5 between State pricrities, There were a
few excepbions whieh were caugsed by improper actions or misadainistration by the
lagt yours Wyoming Water Coamnissionsy invol¥ing ¢nly those diversions in his owm
APSTN '

I an informed that the Wyoming Canals of any size have their own ditch riders,

also that the water conmlasioners in Wyoming ave authorised by law and it is
expected of vhem by the water users that they are 4o go down the diteh and dictate
the setting of tufnouts and the division of water of each individusl diversion frou
a canal when a controversary arises, It is my impression that an Inter-State
Canmissioner would net divide water among users of the various ditches, and could
not without the aid of several assistants,

Some of the Colorade water users under the Wyomlng ditches and water rights resented
the action of the Wyoming Commissioner in attempding to exert the same authority

in the canal over their diversions as were enfurced in Wymming, Other Colerado
ugers under sawe circumstanceg are Jemanding that the Wyoning Commissioner exert
auch authority in Colorado or that the Colorado Commissicner take over at the State
line and continue with the same Wyoming authority as practiced in Wyoming, I
believe I have made some progress in getting the above situation under control,




Ju Eo Whitien | page 2
Denver, Colorads

I understand iry C. Jo Stanten of Baggs, Wyoming, the acling Water Commissioner,
of lgab season for Distriet 0y recently resigned leaving said distriet without a

Water Comaiseioner at the present time,

The main item of contention on the river last sususr was the water users disw
satisfaction with the action and attitude of the Water Commissioner, Wr. Stanbon

When advised of the Suslm River situation this summer, the water in the river had
reached sueh s low stage that the water was aveilable only for & amall proportion
of the very sarly Iézim‘iti@h The first 32,00 ofa,. going to water users under

various Wyuaix

Ap far as I can learn, lr. Jobn J. Sherman, owner of tie Ferndals fanch in Colorado,
bas only one cbjective in mind, that is for sase State authority to set or regulate
the division of water between himself and one of his neighbors, both irripgating
land in gelorade with water righte under the Weat gide Canaly a Wyoming diteh and
Carbon Countyy VWyoming paye the Water (ummissionsr for the Distrlet in which the
conpadt area is situated, At resent they have no Water Commissionere Ib also
appears the appropeiation for such purposes is inadequabe to employ a compentent
qualified man, Am also informed they cannot find 4 qualified man that will take
the job for less than §350,00 a monbh,

Carbon County wants Colorado to pay half of this cost as a compact commissiocner,
There would be 1ittle or no benefid to any Celorade water rights by such arrangee

Very truly yours,

Irrigation Divigion Enginser
Diviston Yo, 64

Blehw




