
Steamboat Springs Colorad o

November 26 1951

r M C Hir derlider

State Engineer

Den er Colora3o

Dear Sir

I herewith present my annual report for Irrigation Division

ATo 6 for 951 Inclu3ed are tabulations oi rrater commissioner s

ditch and reservoir reports

Very fer complaints rere received the past season and these ere

of trivial importance No complex a ministrative prob ems arose

and the regular routine admistrative activities ere carried on in

the normal manner

The ater suAply both for direct irrigation and storage Aere

adaquate for most all demands throughout the irrigation season

xith the exceptions of those ditches receiving their supply of

ater from some of the smaller tributaties and in areas particularly

of the lower elevations It was noted that these particular

streaTns were at their loW stage three to four eeks earlier

than normally

Non irrigated or dry land crops in large areas suifered con

siderably Some as Irnv as a sQ oi normal yield ue to the

lack of precipitation at the propor time



t

All storage reservoirs used for irrigation i ere filied eaxly
in the season Water stored in the Stillxater Reservoi r No l

was not needed for irrigation the past season River supply

seemed araple for a 7 needs Water was ordered release3 however

from a gauge height of 61 feet in July to a guage height of38
feet to relieve the pressure on the leakage through the moraineal
dyke tfiese seepage conditions 3o not seem to be sho ring any

marked improvement even though an attempt has been made in a very
limited ray by the district to make some repairs

The Simon Reservoir No 1 and the Gardner park reservoir as

rell as all of the smaller indiaidually ov ed reseraoirs rere

beneficially used to su plement di rect flo irrigation

Construction was completed on the McChiwis reservoir

darn in District No 58 with the exception of partial completion

of the rip rap along the high water line and the spill ray crest
paving and proteetion

The Enlargement of the D D reservoir dam in District

No t as completed with exception of the gate lifting device
Instructions ere given in both cases that these reservoirs

were to store no water iintil all construction was com ilete These

dams rere constructed under approved plans and specifications and

ere under direct supervision of the local Soil Conservation Ehgineer

Y



The vegetable crops particularly lettuce an spinich that

has been quite predominate in the upper Yampa River axea over

past several years has been declining gradnally until it is

now at about 25 oi its one time maximum acreage It is evident

and is probably be ng realized by the growers that the uncertainty

of these crops being affecte3 both by varied eather and marketing

conditions is responsible for the decline in the acreage

Another factor rhich has contributed to lessen the pressure and

demand upon irriaation water is the large scaie conversion of formen

hay meadow land which required several acre feet of ater per acre

annually to various grain crops which in some cases xere not

irrigated at all and others only lightly

The xestern third of this division was drier than normal re

ceiving only a small percent of the average rain fall and all 3ry

1and arops rere almos a total loss Cloud seeding was carried

on in this area the exact location of generators is not knov n

however extensive inquiry revealed nr favorable comment from those

participating an3 it ean not be found where any beneficial results

were obtained by such activity

Respectfully submitted

ll L i
Irrigation Division Engineer

Division No 6
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Di trict Tu ber of Amount of Capacity oP First day
Dio ditches appropriation ditches water used from

reported cu ft per seeonci f et n tural stream
second

3 62 764 84 953 00 4 1

44 104 54a 2 601 4 23
54 48 1 73 85 261 0 5 ZO
55 56 ia report

57 58 56 32 571 00 4 14

5 284 1577 2 1796 70 4 18
Total 556 328 68 98 70 4 1

42

44

54

55 56
57

58
Totrs7

43

44

54

55 C 56

57

58

Total

Last clay verage Aver e Number oi
water u e number of daye daiiy amount Acr eet

frout natura water carried carried in used

atresm second feet
10 I5 90 476 10 133 978

3 2 77 238 fi8 58 812
1fl i 51 15 4 15 460

Dio report

10 31 8 184 37 39 20Q
1 15 67 1055 1 9 i69 426

11 15 3 2107 44 416 876

TD 4Ci J

rr atsfl

21 00

20 124

7 023

Dio repart

2 34

57 66

118 C362
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Tt BULAT A ST i EDiT 0 R t TER C i ISSiO iIIi S

UAL ft SERVOIR REPORT FOR THE IF RiG TIO T SFC SOY OF 195

Di tric iumber of rea of high Total capacity Cusrrtity of
No reservoirs rrater lir e in eubic feet ater in reservoir

r orted eiGres 8i 1 cu ft

43 No reservoirs reporteot

44 1 2 9 63 76 I28 17 385 328

54 2 25 18 791232 10 605794

55 5C a 3o re or

57 14 372 149 69a 64 148 746
8 4 0 429 53 562 428 8b3 562

Totai 39 1016 661 Q4a C21 527r 993 4 0

43

44

54

5 5 56

57

Tot l

S

44

54

5 b 56

57

58

Total

hiantity of First da Last day Aver ge

wster in s ter aa w ter aa numi er of

reservoir u ed used days water

ov i cu it s ried i c

i O T8j OT t
00

3 730 66

la r port

00

1 fOS7

1 T8 724 23

5 1

2

5 2

6 2U

5 1

9 10 i8

15 25

9 22 102

10 11 81

10 1 236

Average iumber of Total

daily amount acre fe t Irrigated

aarried reservoir by re ervoir
cu t per sec zter c rried only

E30 OU 00

14 58 2387 1160

6 00 30K3 00

00 0 00

50 1556 460

45 5 2592 00

73 65 68 5 62Q


