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3I iJAI REPORT I IGATIGN DIVISION AiO 6

For the Year 1946

Steamboat Springs Colo
November 2 1946

Mr A4 C Hinderlider

State Lngineer

Denver Colorado

Dear 5 ir

I am transmitting herewith the annual report of the office
of Division Angineer No 6 for the year 1946 conaisting of adminis
trative activitiee water upply seasonal weather crop conditions
and attacheci hereto a tabulation of r ater Commissioner s ditch d

reservoir reports

u

The administration of decreea in the se4eraZ water districts
was carried on through the e son without ar v controversie of consequence

with the water user Some difficulties were ene vntered in District No
3 due to the resignation of the w ter coramissioner of s id district t

the mos critical time A deputy wat r c mmissioner uniamiliar with

the dist ict and his duties was called upon to perform the duties of the
water corrimissioner under direction of the Division i n ineer One water

user in p rticular on P cea ace Creek took advantage of this remote control
a dministration and inexperience of the deputv and ma de the alrea c y difficult
situation more aifficult by unre sonable deraazids

Th s office received from he Diatrict Coust of Routt County
this eason findings and c ecree at a eneral adjudication in District
I o 58 a provriating to 134 ditches a total of 454 00 c f s

ater Su x l r

It w a nticipa ed the seasonal ru off in the Yamp River
dra inage rea would be bout norrnal wh3 le th t of the White S iver
drainage area wou d be below aver ge The water su ply in both water
sheds appeared to e au ple for irrigation during 1946 Thia proved true
with few exceptions Upon sone important tributaries a ery light and
early runoff occurred On Piceaz ce Creek an actua shortage of water

occurred at the beginnir of the irrigation season the shortage greN
worae as the irrigation season progreesed Other tributaries to the

ite River west of Meeker the water supply r s below vera e Thi

wa s the c ee however on a11 tributaries to both riv r whose water

sheds w re under 8 000 ieet in elevation

Rapid mel ting of snow occurred durir Apr l heavy runoff
took place durin Agril from lo aer elevations The peak flow in
atreans irom higher elevations occurred after June 3 The runoff wae
held back durin P ay due to continual colc3 and st y weather
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Reservoir r ater plays a very small pa rt in the irri ated
agriculture of the di ision All reservoirs used for irrigation

ere full at the bP inning of the sea son and the greater p rt of such
storUge w s used i he Stillwater Reservoir No 1 District 58 ahowed

diversions ait of more t an double that used in revious ysar

Ths avera e minimwn tempera ture in Msy 29 8 de ree sevente n

days below freezing he verage mimimlun temperatuxe in June 33 7 degrees

nine days below freezin Last freezin occurred Juxle 22 the first freez

ing temperature again about Sept 15 Precipitation ver e in May 2 5
inches distributed thro aghout month continua3 cold and wet not suitable

for farming Precipttation for June totaled 65 iiic es 57 of which

fell on June 18 whole month vther ise wa rm and dry July precipitation
71 inche fair iatribution gcattered showers entire month hot and dry

August precipitation 2 44 inches which atarted on Au ust 12th arith 81

inches balance of raonth wet wet ther No beaeficial ra in occurre from

June 1 to August 12 except June 18 of 57 inches The total precipitation

followir for next 54 days amounted to 84 inches seattered showers The

final result of the weather condition and a commo e complaint among farmera
was that the past season was too cold nd wet in the e rly part then ol

lowed by weather that waa too ry and hot dux3ng the growing seaeon Crop
ahorta es are re orted in all a rea s even thou h 3rrig tion water wae plentiful

While the drv we ther r s nk de all crops somew t shorter than

usual some of the first returns indic te that the yield will be heavier
than expected on some crops wheat for instance shohs ield to be 35

bus els to the a cre or better potatoes are shor ing r ver e production

Eay cro a c pes rs to be t3ze ha rd et hit about trree fourths

to one half nornal crop some ha z already sold in the bail for 2 50 a ton

About 3 000 cres i s reported in District 58 a being planted
ir narious ee etablA crons Most apina ch ground w s ulanted twice firat

cro t ith good results second cro about one half Of the entire vegetable

acreage it ie estimated thr t Pbout a 50 crop wes harvested on account
of dry weather The railroa d renorta shippin 256 c rs 5pinach 90 c rs

lettuce 45 cars mixed egetables A fair price was received for all

vegetable shipments

An estima ed 5 of the vegetable acrea e not harvested at all

reason given weather too dry

Verr trul ours

J 77
S

Irrigation Division Engineer
Division No 6
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