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WaterDivision5 TheColoradoRiverBasin

SurfaceWaterSupply
TheColoradoRiverBasinwatersupplyforthe2012irrigationyearandthe2011irrigation
yearareyearsofextremes andpolaropposites The2011yearhadoneofthegreatest
snowpacksonrecord while2012hadoneofthelowest Basinwideprecipitationforthe
2012irrigationyearwas740 ofaverageand590 of2011 TheApril1 2012snow
waterequivalentwas49 ofaverageandithadalreadypeaked whiletheApril1 2011
snowwaterequivalentwas130 ofaverageanditcontinuedtogainintoMay Thegraph
belowdepictsthecontrast ByearlyMarchthe2012snowpackwasdecliningand
redefinedthehistoricminimumcurvefromthethirdweekinMarchthroughtheof
snowmeltrunoff excludingaminorvariationtheendofMay Theoppositeisdepictedin
thesnowwaterequivalentgraphfor2011 wherethecurveforthemaximumofrecordwas
redefinedby2011 extendingthecurveduringlateApril earlyMayandalsoinlateMay
Whenthe2011curvedidnotcreatenewpeaks itdidtrackveryclosetothemaximumof
recordonthedescendinglimbofthesnowwatercurve Generally thesnowpackin
Division5forthe2012seasonpeaked6weeksearlierthanaverage andSNOTELsites
below10000ftwerecompletelydevoidofsnow5weeksaheadofaverage ByJune1st

onlytwoSNOTELsiteshadnotcompletelymeltedout
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AfterfourconsecutivemonthsofbelowaverageprecipitationthroughtheendofFebruary
theMarch1 2012forecastsindicatedrunoffwouldbewellbelowaverage However each
ofthemonthsofMarchthroughJunecontinuedthetrendofmonthlybelowaverage
precipitation Theresultwasacontinueddegradationinforecasts Thetablebelow
depictsthisdownwardtrendinforecastedundepletedflowsforthetwokeymainstem
streamgagesontheColoradoRivernearDotseroandCameo

ColoradoRivernrDotsero andnrCameo
2012forecast50 exceedence mostprobable April JulyinKAF

1Mar1Apr1May1Junaverage
flow aveflow aveflow aveflow ave

Dotsero1090767705462543555391440

Cameo176073128053103043930382420

IncrediblytheColoradoRivernearDotseropeakdailyaverageoccurredonApril28 2012
withflowsonMay6 andMay24 approachingtheApril28 peak TheApril28 peakisthththth

theearliestonrecord TheaveragepeakdayfortheDotserogageisonJune8 Theth

ColoradoRiveratCameopeakdailyaveragewasonMay24 2011 overtwoweeksaheadof
thenorm whichoccursonJune9 Incomparingtheforecastsforundepletedflowwithth

actualgagedflow thegagedstreamflowfortheApril Julyperiodfaredmuchworse The
ColoradoRivernearDotserogagedstreamflowswere17 ofaverageandtheColorado
RivernearCameostreamflowswere22 ofaverage Thedifferencesareattributedtothe
continuedbelowaverageprecipitationaftertheJune1forecastandthatthemajor
reservoirsanddiversionsupstreamofthegagestakeamuchlargershareoftheundepleted
flowinlowflowyears

GreenMountainReservoirdidpaperfillin2012 howeveritonlyattainedaphysicalfillof
111944acre feetwith39777acre feetowedtoitbyDenverandColoradoSprings Ruedi
Reservoirdidnotfillthisyearwithamaximumcontentof90249acre feet whichis12KAF
shortoffull WolfordMountainReservoirgenerallyfillsearlywithitslowerelevation
drainage In2012itfilledits66891acre footcapacityonApril19 andspilledthroughth

June8 WilliamsForkReservoirwasjustshyoffull reachingmaximumcontentonJuneth

10 at94123acre feet Maximumstoragefor2012inGranbyreached432359acre feetth

onJune14 whilefullcapacityis539800acre feet HomestakeReservoirwasdrainedforth

majorrepairs
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Ultimatelythediresnowpackwasmitigatedbyreservoirstoragebeginningtheyear20
aboveaverage andnearaveragemidtolatesummerprecipitation TheWaterYeardidend
withtheseventhlowestyearin79yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearCameogage
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flowandthesixthlowestyearin71yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearDotsero
ThegagedflowsfortheentireWaterYearwere59 ofhistoricaverageatboththe
ColoradoRivernearCameoandnearDotserogages seehistogramsofannualgagedflow
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SurfaceWaterAdministration
WithwatersuppliesathistoricallylowlevelsandanunusuallywarmMarchandApril
administrationofmanyofourtributariesbeganinlateMarch Streamsthatnormally
providesupplytomostwaterrightsintoJulywerereducedtoonlythemostseniorrights
bymidMay Severalhigherelevationstreamsthathistoricallyonlyhaveshortagesinmuch
belowaverageyearswerecurtailedbyAugust Onestream CataractCreekinDistrict36
wasadministeredforonlythesecondtimeinhistory

Forthe2012irrigationyeartheShoshonePowerPlantwasoffline operatingwithonlyone
oftwounits oroperatingwithareducedheadatthedamandcouldnotuseallthewater
available Theloweredpondelevationatthediversiondamwastheresultofexcessive
seepageandconcernsfortheintegrityofthedam RepairwascompletedinlateNovember
2012andthepowerplantwasatfulloperationbymidDecember Byearlysummerthe
CameoCallprovidedsufficientwateratShoshoneforthereducedheadoperations

TheCameoCallwasplacedonJune20 2012 Itisthesecondearliestcallonrecord
exceededonlybytheJune16 callin2002 Topreserveupstreamstorage theGrandth

Valleywaterusersattemptedtooperatewellbelowtheirdemandof1950cfs

SUMMARYOFCOLORADORIVERMAINSTEMCALLS
2012IRRIGATIONYEAR

STATUSOFCALLATTHESHOSHONEPOWERPLANT
DATE THRU NO CALLINGRIGHT DECREESWING SWING COMMENTS
ON DAYS DAMT PRIORITY PRIORITY

CALL ADMIN NO
ONOFF

110111 062012 233 FreeRiver FreeRiver

062112 103112 133 NoCallfromShoshone GrandValleyCall
Controlled

STATUSOFCALLINTHEGRANDVALLEY CAMEODEMAND
THRU NO CALLING DECREESWING SWING COMMENTS

DATE DAYS RIGHT DAMT PRIORITY PRIORITY
ON CALL ADMIN NO

ONOFF

110111 062012 233 FreeRiver
062112 062112 1 GVIC 119cfs BlueRiver 3523800000 RobertsTunnelDillon

DiversionProject Reservoir
062212 071512 24 GVIC 119cfs CBTProject 3125800000
071612 072012 5 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
072112 072112 1 GVIC 119cfs IPTDS 3094129454 TwinLakesTunnel
072212 073012 9 GVIC 119cfs CBTProject 3125800000
073112 073112 1 GVIC 119cfs BlueRiver 3592700000 RobertsTunnelDillon

DiversionProject Reservoir
51348appropriationdate

080112 080512 5 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
080612 101612 72 GVWUA 730cfs 2272921241 Noswingright
101712 102212 6 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
102312 103112 9 FreeRiver

SWINGPRIORITY mostjuniorwaterright divertingUSofcallingstructure
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OnApril12 2012 theInterimPolicyforthe2012GreenMountainReservoirfillseason
wasissuedwithnosubstantivechangesfrom2011 Thepolicydidanticipateapaperfillof
GreenMountainReservoir TheSecretaryofInteriordeclaredstartoffillonApril1 2012
DuetotheextremelylowrunoffnowaterwasallocatedtopoweratGreenMountain
ReservoirduringthefillseasonandthereforetheInterimFillPolicyhadnopractical
impactonthemanneroffillingthereservoiroranyrightsupstreamandsubjecttoacallby
GreenMountain

CoordinatedReservoirReoperationsfortheEndangeredFishRecoveryProgram CROS
werenotconductedin2012 Confidenceinstorageforparticipatingreservoirsand
forecastedpeakflowsatCameowellbelowthe12000cfstriggerfortheprogramledtoan
earlydecisiontocalloffCROSthisyear OnMay24 theriverpeakedat4250cfsth

confirmingthatdecision TheCROSprogramisanelementoftheRecoveryProgramforthe
EndangeredFishinthe15milereach Whenoperatedtheparticipatingreservoirsmodify
thetimingoftheirfill withoutimpactingyieldtoenhancethepeakatCameofora7 10day
period solongasthepeakissufficient 12000cfs toprovidebenefittothehabitatandyet
willnotcausedamage 25000cfs

TheRecoveryProgramdidnotfarewellafterthesnowmeltrunoff Theextremelydry
conditionsleftatotalof32649acre feetavailablefortheendangeredfishfromRuedi
WolfordMountainandWilliamsForkReservoirs The5000acre feetinRuedis4outof5
poolwasnotavailableandnoGreenMountainReservoirHUPsurpluswaterwasavailable
Ofthe32649acre feetavailablefortheprogram 31652acre feetwasreleased 4772
acrefeetofWolfords5412wasreleasedfromRuedibycontractand997acre feet
remainedinWolford Assessedtransitlossesreducedthereleasesatthe15milereachto
29001acre feet Additionalflowforthe15milereachisprovidedbyreturnsfromthe
HighlineCanalthroughthePalisadePipeline whichtotaled9119acre feetin2012 The
targetflowsforthehabitatweresetwithintheverylowrangeof100cfsto500cfs
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Inadditiontotheannualincreaseindecreedaugmentationplans Division5personnel
administeredbyformalapproval6administrativeexchangespursuantto CRS3780120
or CRS3783104 26SubstituteSupplyplansissuedpursuantto CRS3792308
excludingSWSPsissuedforgravelpits andforthefirsttimeever2TemporaryLoansto

theCWCBapprovedpursuantto CRS37 83 105 Note WaterCommissionersoperate
countlesshistoricexchangeswithoutformalapprovalunder CRS3783104

Groundwater
Wellpermittingactivityincreasedin2012over2011withatotalof424wellpermit
applicationsreceivedforbothexemptandnonexemptnewandreplacementwells This
comparesto359applicationsin2011 Itisthefirstyearoveryearincreaseinapplications
forDivisionNo 5sincethestartofthe2008recession However isaconsiderabledistance
fromthe1200annualapplicationsofthelate1990s Totalpermitsissuedforbothexempt
andnonexemptnewandreplacementwellsin2012was397comparedtoatotalof387
permitsin2011 Theslight2012increaseover2011ofpermitsissuedcomparedto
applicationsistheresultofabacklogfrom2010 GeothermalPermitscontinuetohavea
minorworkload 2012sawonly1permitissuedcomparedto7in2011 Drillingactivity
didincreasein2012with275drillerslogsreceivedversus228in2011

2010AbandonmentList
The2010AbandonmentListwassubmittedtothecourtinJulyof2010with169water
rights ItwasthesmallestAbandonmentListeverofferedbyDivision5 Asprescribedby
lawtheRevised2010AbandonmentListwaspublishedwiththeDecember2011Water
CourtResume Itwasassignedcasenumber11CW173andhadthe74waterrightsthat
remainedonthelist ThesixproteststotheRevised2010AbandonmentListwere
assignedindividualwatercourtcasenumbers andinvolvedninewaterrights Duringthe
2012calendaryearsitevisitsandsettlementmeetingswereheldwiththewaterright
owners Asofthiswritingonlyonecaseremainsunresolved Thatcaseisawaitingasite
visitaftersnowmelt Weexpecttoclosethatcasebyearlysummer andclosethemother
case 11CW173 soonafter Closingthe1990Abandonmentlistwithin3yearsofthe
originalfilingisavastimprovementoverthe7 11yearspreviouslisthavetaken

AugmentationPlanandMunicipalWaterRightsAdministration
FutureadministrationoftheColoradoRiverwilltrendtowardexchanges substitutions
andaugmentationplans Thegreatestvolumeofdiversionswillcontinuetobetostorage
powertransmountainandirrigation However theworkvolumewillshiftfromfield
personnelturningheadgatestodatacollectionbyremotesensors submittalfromwater
users andaccountingspreadsheetswithfieldverificationofoperations TheDivision5
Augmentation MunicipalAdministrationTeamispositionedforthetask Thefocusisto
supportWaterCommissionersthroughthenegotiationofgooddecrees tabulationand
interpretationofdecrees developmentofaccountingspecifictoeach anddevelopmentof
processesfordatacollection Theteammeetsonaregularbasistofleshoutissuesand
processes Inadditiontothetabulationofthewaterrights complexdecreesareoutlinedin
documentsthatwillbeattachedtotheaccountingastheadministrativeplanforthewater
system In2012 allnewlydecreedaugmentationplansweretabulatedwiththeexclusion
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ofnewplanstiedtothepreviouslyuntabulateddecreesinWaterDistrict36 Alsoin2012
alloldspreadsheetsweremodifiedtoaccommodatethenewHydroBasestandards anda
handfulofnewspreadsheetsweredeveloped Previouslyunconnectedwaterusers
continuetobecontactedtoprovidedataandtocollectinformationforverificationthat
plansareoperatinginaccordancewithdecrees

Division5PaperlessProject
OurgoalistohaveallWaterDivision5nonconfidentialdocumentselectronicallyavailable
tothepubliconLaserfiche Thisincludesallwatercourtcasefiles wateradministration
files datanotinHydroBase andotheradministrativedocuments Through2012 allofthe
watercourtfilesand60 ofourWaterAdministrationfileshavebeenimaged namedwith
auserfriendlynamingconvention anduploadedtoLaserfiche Thedocumentsforthe
imagedfileshavebeenrecycledandareonlyavailableelectronically Weplantocomplete
thewateradministrationfilesin2013

ColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement
NegotiationoftheColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement CRCA continuedin2012with
theDivisionandStateEngineerinthethickofit Adraftagreementwassignedin2011by
severalparties includingDenverWater GrandCounty SummitCounty aconsortiumof
interestsinEagleCounty andvariouswaterprovidersinGarfieldCounty Theremaining
partiesareawaitingafinalagreement whichhasbeenheldupbythemostcriticalpieceof
theagreement theGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol TheColoradoRiver
CooperativeAgreementistheover archingagreementthatprovidesfortheMoffatFirming
Project andincludestheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol andtheShoshoneOutage
Protocol newsourcesforSummitandGrandCountywatersuppliesandGrandCounty
environmentalflows andconsiderationsforseveralwatersuppliersontheColoradoRiver
ThewatercourtapplicationsbyGrandCountyforRCIDsontheColoradoRiver
10CW298 byDenverWaterforarightofsubstitutionusingFraserRiverdiversionsand

GrossReservoirinWaterDivision1 11CW121 arepiecestoresolutionofGrandCounties
watersupplyandenvironmentalconcerns CaseNumber10CW298continuestoprogress
throughsettlementnegotiations However 11CW121iscurrentlyonatrialtrack andmay
notbesettledforseveralyears TheShoshoneOutageProtocolwascompletedin2012 As
ofthiswritingtheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolandtheGreenMountainProtocol
Agreementarecompleted Thefinalsigneddocumentsarebeingcirculated TheGreen
MountainProtocolAgreementrequiresthataStateWaterCourtApplicationandaFederal
CourtPetitionbefiledtoincorporatetheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolintothe
BlueRiverDecrees Thesedocumentshaveyettobefiled ThepartiestotheBlueRiver
Decrees TheUnitedStates DenverWater ColoradoSpringsUtilities ColoradoRiverWater
ConservationDistrict andtheGrandValleyEntities arecurrentlydraftingtheWaterCourt
applicationandFederalCourtpetition

WindyGapFirming
DWRcontinuedtoworkwiththeparties MunicipalSubdistrictofNorthernColoradoWCD
MiddleParkWCD GrandCounty CRWCD andNWCOG totheWindyGapFirmingIGA We
arenotapartytotheagreement butwerebroughtintoensuretheagreementcanbe
administeredwithinColoradoWaterLaw TheAttorneyGeneralsOfficeprovided
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excellentlegalguidanceandalternativesforresolutionofkeyissues Theagreement
includesaprovisiontomodifytheWindyGapDecreesbyincorporatingtheIGAintothem
WindyGapFirmingistheconstructionofstorageontheEastSlope 90000AFChimney
HollowReservoir ThereservoirwillstoreWestSlopediversionsthatotherwisewouldbe
bypassedatWindyGaporspilledatGranbyReservoir TomaximizeyieldCBTproject
waterinGranbyReservoirwillbe pre positioned inanon projectreservoir Chimney
Hollow freeingspaceinGranbyReservoirforWindyGapwater Withoutprepositioning
theCBTwaterwouldsitinGranbyuntilitcouldbedelivered likelyaftersnowmeltrunoff
toaprojectreservoir suchasCarterorHorsetooth TheIGAhasprovisionstofirmup
2300AFofthe3000AFpreviouslygrantedtheMPWCDinthe1983WindyGapAgreement
Additionally MPWCDandGrandCountycandivertandstoreinGranbyReservoirupto
1500AFeachatarateof38 eachofanywaterdivertedaftertheMunicipalSubdistrict
diverts15 000AF ThemostimportantpointofdiscussionhasbeentheuseoftheWindy
GapwaterrightsforuseontheWestSlopewithoutachangeofthosewaterrights We
believewehaveworkedthroughtheissues However theagreementisawaitingresolution
ofconcernsofGrandCountywaterusersbelowWindyGapthatarenotapartytotheIGA

AlanCMartellaro DivisionEngineer
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WaterDivision5 TheColoradoRiverBasin

SurfaceWaterSupply
TheColoradoRiverBasinwatersupplyforthe2012irrigationyearandthe2011irrigation
yearareyearsofextremes andpolaropposites The2011yearhadoneofthegreatest
snowpacksonrecord while2012hadoneofthelowest Basinwideprecipitationforthe
2012irrigationyearwas740 ofaverageand590 of2011 TheApril1 2012snow
waterequivalentwas49 ofaverageandithadalreadypeaked whiletheApril1 2011
snowwaterequivalentwas130 ofaverageanditcontinuedtogainintoMay Byearly
Marchthe2012snowpackwasdecliningandredefinedthehistoricminimumcurvefrom
thethirdweekinMarchthroughtheofsnowmeltrunoff excludingaminorvariationthe
endofMay seefigure1forgraphicdepiction Theoppositeisdepictedinthesnowwater
equivalentgraphfor2011 wherethecurveforthemaximumofrecordwasredefinedby
2011 extendingthecurveduringlateApril earlyMayandalsoinlateMay Whenthe2011
curvedidnotcreatenewpeaks itdidtrackveryclosetothemaximumofrecordonthe
descendinglimbofthesnowwatercurve Generally thesnowpackinDivision5forthe
2012seasonpeaked6weeksearlierthanaverage andSNOTELsitesbelow10000ftwere
completelydevoidofsnow5weeksaheadofaverage ByJune1 onlytwoSNOTELsitesst

hadnotcompletelymeltedout

AfterfourconsecutivemonthsofbelowaverageprecipitationthroughtheendofFebruary
theMarch1 2012forecastsindicatedrunoffwouldbewellbelowaverage However each
ofthemonthsofMarchthroughJunecontinuedthetrendofmonthlybelowaverage
precipitation Theresultwasacontinueddegradationinforecasts Table1depictsthis
downwardtrendinforecastedundepletedflowsforthetwokeymainstemstreamgageson
theColoradoRivernearDotseroandCameo

IncrediblytheColoradoRivernearDotseropeakdailyaverageoccurredonApril28 2012
withflowsonMay6 andMay24 approachingtheApril28 peak TheApril28 peakisthththth

theearliestonrecord TheaveragepeakdayfortheDotserogageisonJune8 Theth

ColoradoRiveratCameopeakdailyaveragewasonMay24 2011 overtwoweeksaheadof
thenorm whichoccursonJune9 Incomparingtheforecastsforundepletedflowwithth

actualgagedflow thegagedstreamflowfortheApril Julyperiodfaredmuchworse The
ColoradoRivernearDotserogagedstreamflowswere17 ofaverageandtheColorado
RivernearCameostreamflowswere22 ofaverage seefigures2and3 Thedifferences
areattributedtothecontinuedbelowaverageprecipitationaftertheJune1forecastand
thatthemajorreservoirsanddiversionsupstreamofthegagestakeamuchlargershareof
theundepletedflowinlowflowyears

GreenMountainReservoirdidpaperfillin2012 howeveritonlyattainedaphysicalfillof
111944acre feetwith39777acre feetowedtoitbyDenverandColoradoSprings Ruedi
Reservoirdidnotfillthisyearwithamaximumcontentof90249acre feet whichis12KAF
shortoffull WolfordMountainReservoirgenerallyfillsearlywithitslowerelevation
drainage In2012itfilledits66891acre footcapacityonApril19 andspilledthroughth

June8 WilliamsForkReservoirwasjustshyoffull reachingmaximumcontentonJuneth

10 at94123acre feet Maximumstoragefor2012inGranbyreached432359acre feetth
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onJune14 whilefullcapacityis539800acrefeet HomestakeReservoirwasdrainedforth

majorrepairs

Ultimatelythediresnowpackwasmitigatedbyreservoirstoragebeginningtheyear20
aboveaverage andnearaveragemidtolatesummerprecipitation TheWaterYeardidend
withtheseventhlowestyearin79yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearCameogage
flowandthesixthlowestyearin71yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearDotsero
ThegagedflowsfortheentireWaterYearwere59 ofhistoricaverageatboththe
ColoradoRivernearCameoandnearDotserogages seefigures4and5forcomparisonof
historicdata

SurfaceWaterAdministration
WithwatersuppliesathistoricallylowlevelsandanunusuallywarmMarchandApril
administrationofmanyofourtributariesbeganinlateMarch Streamsthatnormally
providesupplytomostwaterrightsintoJulywerereducedtoonlythemostseniorrights
bymidMay Severalhigherelevationstreamsthathistoricallyonlyhaveshortagesinmuch
belowaverageyearswerecurtailedbyAugust Onestream CataractCreekinDistrict36
wasadministeredforonlythesecondtimeinhistory

Forthe2012irrigationyeartheShoshonePowerPlantwasoffline operatingwithonlyone
oftwounits oroperatingwithareducedheadatthedamandcouldnotuseallthewater
available Theloweredpondelevationatthediversiondamwastheresultofexcessive
seepageandconcernsfortheintegrityofthedam RepairwascompletedinlateNovember
2012andthepowerplantwasatfulloperationbymidDecember Byearlysummerthe
CameoCallprovidedsufficientwateratShoshoneforthereducedheadoperations

TheCameoCallwasplacedonJune20 2012 Itisthesecondearliestcallonrecord
exceededonlybytheJune16 callin2002 Topreserveupstreamstorage theGrandth

Valleywaterusersattemptedtooperatewellbelowtheirdemandof1950cfs seetable2
and3forcalldata

OnApril12 2012 theInterimPolicyforthe2012GreenMountainReservoirfillseason
wasissuedwithnosubstantivechangesfrom2011 Thepolicydidanticipateapaperfillof
GreenMountainReservoir TheSecretaryofInteriordeclaredstartoffillonApril1 2012
DuetotheextremelylowrunoffnowaterwasallocatedtopoweratGreenMountain
ReservoirduringthefillseasonandthereforetheInterimFillPolicyhadnopractical
impactonthemanneroffillingthereservoiroranyrightsupstreamandsubjecttoacallby
GreenMountain

CoordinatedReservoirReoperationsfortheEndangeredFishRecoveryProgram CROS
werenotconductedin2012 Confidenceinstorageforparticipatingreservoirsand
forecastedpeakflowsatCameowellbelowthe12000cfstriggerfortheprogramledtoan
earlydecisiontocalloffCROSthisyear OnMay24 theriverpeakedat4250cfsth

confirmingthatdecision TheCROSprogramisanelementoftheRecoveryProgramforthe
EndangeredFishinthe15milereach Whenoperatedtheparticipatingreservoirsmodify
thetimingoftheirfill withoutimpactingyieldtoenhancethepeakatCameofora7 10day
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period solongasthepeakissufficient 12000cfs toprovidebenefittothehabitatandyet
willnotcausedamage 25000cfs

TheRecoveryProgramdidnotfarewellafterthesnowmeltrunoff Theextremelydry
conditionsleftatotalof32649acre feetavailablefortheendangeredfishfromRuedi
WolfordMountainandWilliamsForkReservoirs The5000acre feetinRuedis4outof5
poolwasnotavailableandnoGreenMountainReservoirHUPsurpluswaterwasavailable
Ofthe32649acre feetavailablefortheprogram 31652acre feetwasreleased 4772
acrefeetofWolfords5412wasreleasedfromRuedibycontractand997acre feet
remainedinWolford Assessedtransitlossesreducedthereleasesatthe15milereachto
29001acre feet Additionalflowforthe15milereachisprovidedbyreturnsfromthe
HighlineCanalthroughthePalisadePipeline whichtotaled9119acre feetin2012 The
targetflowsforthehabitatweresetwithintheverylowrangeof100cfsto500cfs see
figure6forimpactofrecoveryprogramreleases

Inadditiontotheannualincreaseindecreedaugmentationplans Division5personnel
administeredbyformalapproval6administrativeexchangespursuantto CRS3780120
or CRS3783104 26SubstituteSupplyplansissuedpursuantto CRS3792308
excludingSWSPsissuedforgravelpits andforthefirsttimeever2TemporaryLoansto

theCWCBapprovedpursuantto CRS37 83 105 Note WaterCommissionersoperate
countlesshistoricexchangeswithoutformalapprovalunder CRS3783104

Groundwater
Wellpermittingactivityincreasedin2012over2011withatotalof424wellpermit
applicationsreceivedforbothexemptandnonexemptnewandreplacementwells This
comparesto359applicationsin2011 Itisthefirstyearoveryearincreaseinapplications
forDivisionNo 5sincethestartofthe2008recession However isaconsiderabledistance
fromthe1200annualapplicationsofthelate1990s Totalpermitsissuedforbothexempt
andnonexemptnewandreplacementwellsin2012was397comparedtoatotalof387
permitsin2011 Theslight2012increaseover2011ofpermitsissuedcomparedto
applicationsistheresultofabacklogfrom2010 GeothermalPermitscontinuetohavea
minorworkload 2012sawonly1permitissuedcomparedto7in2011 Drillingactivity
didincreasein2012with275drillerslogsreceivedversus228in2011

2010AbandonmentList
The2010AbandonmentListwassubmittedtothecourtinJulyof2010with169water
rights ItwasthesmallestAbandonmentListeverofferedbyDivision5 Asprescribedby
lawtheRevised2010AbandonmentListwaspublishedwiththeDecember2011Water
CourtResume Itwasassignedcasenumber11CW173andhadthe74waterrightsthat
remainedonthelist ThesixproteststotheRevised2010AbandonmentListwere
assignedindividualwatercourtcasenumbers andinvolvedninewaterrights Duringthe
2012calendaryearsitevisitsandsettlementmeetingswereheldwiththewaterright
owners Asofthiswritingonlyonecaseremainsunresolved Thatcaseisawaitingasite
visitaftersnowmelt Weexpecttoclosethatcasebyearlysummer andclosethemother
case 11CW173 soonafter Closingthe1990Abandonmentlistwithin3yearsofthe
originalfilingisavastimprovementoverthe7 11yearspreviouslisthavetaken
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AugmentationPlanandMunicipalWaterRightsAdministration
FutureadministrationoftheColoradoRiverwilltrendtowardexchanges substitutions
andaugmentationplans Thegreatestvolumeofdiversionswillcontinuetobetostorage
powertransmountainandirrigation However theworkvolumewillshiftfromfield
personnelturningheadgatestodatacollectionbyremotesensors submittalfromwater
users andaccountingspreadsheetswithfieldverificationofoperations TheDivision5
Augmentation MunicipalAdministrationTeamispositionedforthetask Thefocusisto
supportWaterCommissionersthroughthenegotiationofgooddecrees tabulationand
interpretationofdecrees developmentofaccountingspecifictoeach anddevelopmentof
processesfordatacollection Theteammeetsonaregularbasistofleshoutissuesand
processes Inadditiontothetabulationofthewaterrights complexdecreesareoutlinedin
documentsthatwillbeattachedtotheaccountingastheadministrativeplanforthewater
system In2012 allnewlydecreedaugmentationplansweretabulatedwiththeexclusion
ofnewplanstiedtothepreviouslyuntabulateddecreesinWaterDistrict36 Alsoin2012
alloldspreadsheetsweremodifiedtoaccommodatethenewHydroBasestandards anda
handfulofnewspreadsheetsweredeveloped Previouslyunconnectedwaterusers
continuetobecontactedtoprovidedataandtocollectinformationforverificationthat
plansareoperatinginaccordancewithdecrees

Division5PaperlessProject
OurgoalistohaveallWaterDivision5nonconfidentialdocumentselectronicallyavailable
tothepubliconLaserfiche Thisincludesallwatercourtcasefiles wateradministration
files datanotinHydroBase andotheradministrativedocuments Through2012 allofthe
watercourtfilesand60 ofourWaterAdministrationfileshavebeenimaged namedwith
auserfriendlynamingconvention anduploadedtoLaserfiche Thedocumentsforthe
imagedfileshavebeenrecycledandareonlyavailableelectronically Weplantocomplete
thewateradministrationfilesin2013

ColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement
NegotiationoftheColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement CRCA continuedin2012with
theDivisionandStateEngineerinthethickofit Adraftagreementwassignedin2011by
severalparties includingDenverWater GrandCounty SummitCounty aconsortiumof
interestsinEagleCounty andvariouswaterprovidersinGarfieldCounty Theremaining
partiesareawaitingafinalagreement whichhasbeenheldupbythemostcriticalpieceof
theagreement theGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol TheColoradoRiver
CooperativeAgreementistheover archingagreementthatprovidesfortheMoffatFirming
Project andincludestheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol andtheShoshoneOutage
Protocol newsourcesforSummitandGrandCountywatersuppliesandGrandCounty
environmentalflows andconsiderationsforseveralwatersuppliersontheColoradoRiver
ThewatercourtapplicationsbyGrandCountyforRCIDsontheColoradoRiver
10CW298 byDenverWaterforarightofsubstitutionusingFraserRiverdiversionsand

GrossReservoirinWaterDivision1 11CW121 arepiecestoresolutionofGrandCounties
watersupplyandenvironmentalconcerns CaseNumber10CW298continuestoprogress
throughsettlementnegotiations However 11CW121iscurrentlyonatrialtrack andmay
notbesettledforseveralyears TheShoshoneOutageProtocolwascompletedin2012 As
ofthiswritingtheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolandtheGreenMountainProtocol

5



2012Division5AnnualReport

Agreementarecompleted Thefinalsigneddocumentsarebeingcirculated TheGreen
MountainProtocolAgreementrequiresthataStateWaterCourtApplicationandaFederal
CourtPetitionbefiledtoincorporatetheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolintothe
BlueRiverDecrees Thesedocumentshaveyettobefiled ThepartiestotheBlueRiver
Decrees TheUnitedStates DenverWater ColoradoSpringsUtilities ColoradoRiverWater
ConservationDistrict andtheGrandValleyEntities arecurrentlydraftingtheWaterCourt
applicationandFederalCourtpetition

WindyGapFirming
DWRcontinuedtoworkwiththeparties MunicipalSubdistrictofNorthernColoradoWCD
MiddleParkWCD GrandCounty CRWCD andNWCOG totheWindyGapFirmingIGA We
arenotapartytotheagreement butwerebroughtintoensuretheagreementcanbe
administeredwithinColoradoWaterLaw TheAttorneyGeneralsOfficeprovided
excellentlegalguidanceandalternativesforresolutionofkeyissues Theagreement
includesaprovisiontomodifytheWindyGapDecreesbyincorporatingtheIGAintothem
WindyGapFirmingistheconstructionofstorageontheEastSlope 90000AFChimney
HollowReservoir ThereservoirwillstoreWestSlopediversionsthatotherwisewouldbe
bypassedatWindyGaporspilledatGranbyReservoir TomaximizeyieldCBTproject
waterinGranbyReservoirwillbe pre positioned inanon projectreservoir Chimney
Hollow freeingspaceinGranbyReservoirforWindyGapwater Withoutprepositioning
theCBTwaterwouldsitinGranbyuntilitcouldbedelivered likelyaftersnowmeltrunoff
toaprojectreservoir suchasCarterorHorsetooth TheIGAhasprovisionstofirmup
2300AFofthe3000AFpreviouslygrantedtheMPWCDinthe1983WindyGapAgreement
Additionally MPWCDandGrandCountycandivertandstoreinGranbyReservoirupto
1500AFeachatarateof38 eachofanywaterdivertedaftertheMunicipalSubdistrict
diverts15 000AF ThemostimportantpointofdiscussionhasbeentheuseoftheWindy
GapwaterrightsforuseontheWestSlopewithoutachangeofthosewaterrights We
believewehaveworkedthroughtheissues However theagreementisawaitingresolution
ofconcernsofGrandCountywaterusersbelowWindyGapthatarenotapartytotheIGA

AlanCMartellaro DivisionEngineer
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APPENDIXofFiguresandTablesreferencedin2012report

FIGURE1 SWEforColoradoRiverBasin

ColoradoRivernrDotsero andnrCameo
2012forecast50 exceedence mostprobable April JulyinKAF

1Mar1Apr1May1Junaverage
flow aveflow aveflow aveflow ave

Dotsero1090767705462543555391440

Cameo176073128053103043930382420

TABLE1 diminishingrunoffforecasts
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FIGURE2 2012streamflowcomparison
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FIGURE3 2012streamflowcomparison
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FIGURE4 ColoradoRivernrDotserohistogram

ColoradoRivernrCameo
6000

5000

Thousands AF
4000

3000

2000

1000

0

193419371940194319461949195219551958196119641967197019731976197919821985198819911994199720002003200620092012
FIGURE5 ColoradoRivernrCameohistogram
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SUMMARYOFCOLORADORIVERMAINSTEMCALLS
2012IRRIGATIONYEAR

STATUSOFCALLATTHESHOSHONEPOWERPLANT
DATE THRU NO CALLINGRIGHT DECREESWING SWING COMMENTS
ON DAYS DAMT PRIORITY PRIORITY

CALL ADMIN NO
ONOFF

110111 062012 233 FreeRiver FreeRiver

062112 103112 133 NoCallfromShoshone GrandValleyCall
Controlled

STATUSOFCALLINTHEGRANDVALLEY CAMEODEMAND
THRU NO CALLING DECREESWING SWING COMMENTS

DATE DAYS RIGHT DAMT PRIORITY PRIORITY
ON CALL ADMIN NO

ONOFF

110111 062012 233 FreeRiver
062112 062112 1 GVIC 119cfs BlueRiver 3523800000 RobertsTunnelDillon

DiversionProject Reservoir
062212 071512 24 GVIC 119cfs CBTProject 3125800000
071612 072012 5 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
072112 072112 1 GVIC 119cfs IPTDS 3094129454 TwinLakesTunnel
072212 073012 9 GVIC 119cfs CBTProject 3125800000
073112 073112 1 GVIC 119cfs BlueRiver 3592700000 RobertsTunnelDillon

DiversionProject Reservoir
51348appropriationdate

080112 080512 5 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
080612 101612 72 GVWUA 730cfs 2272921241 Noswingright
101712 102212 6 GVIC 119cfs 3089523491 Noswingright
102312 103112 9 FreeRiver

SWINGPRIORITY mostjuniorwaterright divertingUSofcallingstructure

TABLE2and3 2012ShoshoneandCameocalldata

FIGURE6 RecoveryProgram
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WaterDivision5 ColoradoRiverBasin

SurfaceWaterSupply
TheColoradoRiverBasinwatersupplyforthe2012irrigationyearandthe2011irrigation
yearareyearsofextremes andpolaropposites The2011yearhadoneofthegreatest
snowpacksonrecord while2012hadoneofthelowest Basinwideprecipitationforthe
2012irrigationyearwas740 ofaverageand590 of2011 TheApril1 2012snow
waterequivalentwas49 ofaverageandithadalreadypeaked whiletheApril1 2011
snowwaterequivalentwas130 ofaverageanditcontinuedtogainintoMay Byearly
Marchthe2012snowpackwasdecliningandredefinedthehistoricminimumcurvefrom
thethirdweekinMarchthroughtheofsnowmeltrunoff excludingaminorvariationthe
endofMay Theoppositeisdepictedinthesnowwaterequivalentgraphfor2011 where
thecurveforthemaximumofrecordwasredefinedby2011 extendingthecurveduring
lateApril earlyMayandalsoinlateMay Whenthe2011curvedidnotcreatenewpeaks it
didtrackveryclosetothemaximumofrecordonthedescendinglimbofthesnowwater
curve Generally thesnowpackinDivision5forthe2012seasonpeaked6weeksearlier
thanaverage andSNOTELsitesbelow10000ftwerecompletelydevoidofsnow5weeks
aheadofaverage ByJune1 onlytwoSNOTELsiteshadnotcompletelymeltedoutst

AfterfourconsecutivemonthsofbelowaverageprecipitationthroughtheendofFebruary
theMarch1 2012forecastsindicatedrunoffwouldbewellbelowaverage However each
ofthemonthsofMarchthroughJunecontinuedthetrendofmonthlybelowaverage
precipitation Theresultwasacontinueddegradationinforecasts Thedownwardtrend
inforecastedundepletedflowsforthetwokeymainstemstreamgagesontheColorado
RivernearDotseroandCameoresultedinaJune1forecastof38 and39 ofaverage
undepletedflowrespectively

IncrediblytheColoradoRivernearDotseropeakdailyaverageoccurredonApril28 2012
withflowsonMay6 andMay24 approachingtheApril28 peak TheApril28 peakisthththth

theearliestonrecord TheaveragepeakdayfortheDotserogageisonJune8 Theth

ColoradoRiveratCameopeakdailyaveragewasonMay24 2011 overtwoweeksaheadof
thenorm whichoccursonJune9 Incomparingtheforecastsforundepletedflowwithth

actualgagedflow thegagedstreamflowfortheApril Julyperiodfaredmuchworse The
ColoradoRivernearDotserogagedstreamflowswere17 ofaverageandtheColorado
RivernearCameostreamflowswere22 ofaverage Thedifferencesareattributedtothe
continuedbelowaverageprecipitationaftertheJune1forecastandthatthemajor
reservoirsanddiversionsupstreamofthegagestakeamuchlargershareoftheundepleted
flowinlowflowyears

GreenMountainReservoirdidpaperfillin2012 howeveritonlyattainedaphysicalfillof
111944acre feetwith39777acre feetowedtoitbyDenverandColoradoSprings Ruedi
Reservoirdidnotfillthisyearwithamaximumcontentof90249acre feet whichis12KAF
shortoffull WolfordMountainReservoirgenerallyfillsearlywithitslowerelevation
drainage In2012itfilledits66891acre footcapacityonApril19 andspilledthroughth
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June8 WilliamsForkReservoirwasjustshyoffull reachingmaximumcontentonJuneth

10 at94123acre feet Maximumstoragefor2012inGranbyreached432359acre feetth

onJune14 whilefullcapacityis539800acre feet HomestakeReservoirwasdrainedforth

majorrepairs
Ultimatelythediresnowpackwasmitigatedbyreservoirstoragebeginningtheyear20
aboveaverage andnearaveragemidtolatesummerprecipitation TheWaterYeardidend
withtheseventhlowestyearin79yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearCameogage
flowandthesixthlowestyearin71yearsofrecordfortheColoradoRivernearDotsero
ThegagedflowsfortheentireWaterYearwere59 ofhistoricaverageatboththe
ColoradoRivernearCameoandnearDotserogages

SurfaceWaterAdministration
WithwatersuppliesathistoricallylowlevelsandanunusuallywarmMarchandApril
administrationofmanyofourtributariesbeganinlateMarch Streamsthatnormally
providesupplytomostwaterrightsintoJulywerereducedtoonlythemostseniorrights
bymidMay Severalhigherelevationstreamsthathistoricallyonlyhaveshortagesinmuch
belowaverageyearswerecurtailedbyAugust Onestream CataractCreekinDistrict36
wasadministeredforonlythesecondtimeinhistory

Forthe2012irrigationyeartheShoshonePowerPlantwasoffline operatingwithonlyone
oftwounits oroperatingwithareducedheadatthedamandcouldnotuseallthewater
available Theloweredpondelevationatthediversiondamwastheresultofexcessive
seepageandconcernsfortheintegrityofthedam RepairwascompletedinlateNovember
2012andthepowerplantwasatfulloperationbymidDecember Byearlysummerthe
CameoCallprovidedsufficientwateratShoshoneforthereducedheadoperations

TheCameoCallwasplacedonJune20 2012 Itisthesecondearliestcallonrecord
exceededonlybytheJune16 callin2002 Topreserveupstreamstorage theGrandth

Valleywaterusersattemptedtooperatewellbelowtheirdemandof1950cfs
OnApril12 2012 theInterimPolicyforthe2012GreenMountainReservoirfillseason
wasissuedwithnosubstantivechangesfrom2011 Thepolicydidanticipateapaperfillof
GreenMountainReservoir TheSecretaryofInteriordeclaredstartoffillonApril1 2012
DuetotheextremelylowrunoffnowaterwasallocatedtopoweratGreenMountain
ReservoirduringthefillseasonandthereforetheInterimFillPolicyhadnopractical
impactonthemanneroffillingthereservoiroranyrightsupstreamandsubjecttoacallby
GreenMountain
CoordinatedReservoirReoperationsfortheEndangeredFishRecoveryProgram CROS
werenotconductedin2012 Confidenceinstorageforparticipatingreservoirsand
forecastedpeakflowsatCameowellbelowthe12000cfstriggerfortheprogramledtoan
earlydecisiontocalloffCROSthisyear OnMay24 theriverpeakedat4250cfsth

confirmingthatdecision TheCROSprogramisanelementoftheRecoveryProgramforthe
EndangeredFishinthe15milereach Whenoperatedtheparticipatingreservoirsmodify
thetimingoftheirfill withoutimpactingyieldtoenhancethepeakatCameofora710day
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period solongasthepeakissufficient 12000cfs toprovidebenefittothehabitatandyet
willnotcausedamage 25000cfs
TheRecoveryProgramdidnotfarewellafterthesnowmeltrunoff Theextremelydry
conditionsleftatotalof32649acre feetavailablefortheendangeredfishfromRuedi
WolfordMountainandWilliamsForkReservoirs The5000acre feetinRuedis4outof5
poolwasnotavailableandnoGreenMountainReservoirHUPsurpluswaterwasavailable
Ofthe32649acre feetavailablefortheprogram 31652acre feetwasreleased 4772
acre feetofWolfords5412wasreleasedfromRuedibycontractand997acre feet
remainedinWolford Assessedtransitlossesreducedthereleasesatthe15milereachto
29001acre feet Additionalflowforthe15milereachisprovidedbyreturnsfromthe
HighlineCanalthroughthePalisadePipeline whichtotaled9119acre feetin2012 The
targetflowsforthehabitatweresetwithintheverylowrangeof100cfsto500cfs
Inadditiontotheannualincreaseindecreedaugmentationplans Division5personnel
administeredbyformalapproval6administrativeexchangespursuantto CRS3780120
or CRS3783104 26SubstituteSupplyplansissuedpursuantto CRS3792308
excludingSWSPsissuedforgravelpits andforthefirsttimeever2TemporaryLoansto

theCWCBapprovedpursuantto CRS3783105 Note WaterCommissionersoperate
countlesshistoricexchangeswithoutformalapprovalunder CRS3783104

Groundwater
Wellpermittingactivityincreasedin2012over2011withatotalof424wellpermit
applicationsreceivedforbothexemptandnonexemptnewandreplacementwells This
comparesto359applicationsin2011 Itisthefirstyearoveryearincreaseinapplications
forDivisionNo 5sincethestartofthe2008recession However isaconsiderabledistance
fromthe1200annualapplicationsofthelate1990s Totalpermitsissuedforbothexempt
andnonexemptnewandreplacementwellsin2012was397comparedtoatotalof387
permitsin2011 Theslight2012increaseover2011ofpermitsissuedcomparedto
applicationsistheresultofabacklogfrom2010 GeothermalPermitscontinuetohavea
minorworkload 2012sawonly1permitissuedcomparedto7in2011 Drillingactivity
didincreasein2012with275drillerslogsreceivedversus228in2011

2010AbandonmentList
The2010AbandonmentListwassubmittedtothecourtinJulyof2010with169water
rights ItwasthesmallestAbandonmentListeverofferedbyDivision5 Asprescribedby
lawtheRevised2010AbandonmentListwaspublishedwiththeDecember2011Water
CourtResume Itwasassignedcasenumber11CW173andhadthe74waterrightsthat
remainedonthelist ThesixproteststotheRevised2010AbandonmentListwere
assignedindividualwatercourtcasenumbers andinvolvedninewaterrights Duringthe
2012calendaryearsitevisitsandsettlementmeetingswereheldwiththewaterright
owners Asofthiswritingonlyonecaseremainsunresolved Thatcaseisawaitingasite
visitaftersnowmelt Weexpecttoclosethatcasebyearlysummer andclosethemother
case 11CW173 soonafter Closingthe1990Abandonmentlistwithin3yearsofthe
originalfilingisavastimprovementoverthe711yearspreviouslisthavetaken
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AugmentationPlanandMunicipalWaterRightsAdministration
FutureadministrationoftheColoradoRiverwilltrendtowardexchanges substitutions
andaugmentationplans Thegreatestvolumeofdiversionswillcontinuetobetostorage
powertransmountainandirrigation However theworkvolumewillshiftfromfield
personnelturningheadgatestodatacollectionbyremotesensors submittalfromwater
users andaccountingspreadsheetswithfieldverificationofoperations TheDivision5
Augmentation MunicipalAdministrationTeamispositionedforthetask Thefocusisto
supportWaterCommissionersthroughthenegotiationofgooddecrees tabulationand
interpretationofdecrees developmentofaccountingspecifictoeach anddevelopmentof
processesfordatacollection Theteammeetsonaregularbasistofleshoutissuesand
processes Inadditiontothetabulationofthewaterrights complexdecreesareoutlinedin
documentsthatwillbeattachedtotheaccountingastheadministrativeplanforthewater
system In2012 allnewlydecreedaugmentationplansweretabulatedwiththeexclusion
ofnewplanstiedtothepreviouslyuntabulateddecreesinWaterDistrict36 Alsoin2012
alloldspreadsheetsweremodifiedtoaccommodatethenewHydroBasestandards anda
handfulofnewspreadsheetsweredeveloped Previouslyunconnectedwaterusers
continuetobecontactedtoprovidedataandtocollectinformationforverificationthat
plansareoperatinginaccordancewithdecrees

Division5PaperlessProject
OurgoalistohaveallWaterDivision5non confidentialdocumentselectronicallyavailable
tothepubliconLaserfiche Thisincludesallwatercourtcasefiles wateradministration
files datanotinHydroBase andotheradministrativedocuments Through2012 allofthe
watercourtfilesand60 ofourWaterAdministrationfileshavebeenimaged namedwith
auserfriendlynamingconvention anduploadedtoLaserfiche Thedocumentsforthe
imagedfileshavebeenrecycledandareonlyavailableelectronically Weplantocomplete
thewateradministrationfilesin2013

ColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement
NegotiationoftheColoradoRiverCooperativeAgreement CRCA continuedin2012with
theDivisionandStateEngineerinthethickofit Adraftagreementwassignedin2011by
severalparties includingDenverWater GrandCounty SummitCounty aconsortiumof
interestsinEagleCounty andvariouswaterprovidersinGarfieldCounty Theremaining
partiesareawaitingafinalagreement whichhasbeenheldupbythemostcriticalpieceof
theagreement theGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol TheColoradoRiver
CooperativeAgreementistheoverarchingagreementthatprovidesfortheMoffatFirming
Project andincludestheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocol andtheShoshoneOutage
Protocol newsourcesforSummitandGrandCountywatersuppliesandGrandCounty
environmentalflows andconsiderationsforseveralwatersuppliersontheColoradoRiver
ThewatercourtapplicationsbyGrandCountyforRCIDsontheColoradoRiver
10CW298 byDenverWaterforarightofsubstitutionusingFraserRiverdiversionsand

GrossReservoirinWaterDivision1 11CW121 arepiecestoresolutionofGrandCounties
watersupplyandenvironmentalconcerns CaseNumber10CW298continuestoprogress
throughsettlementnegotiations However 11CW121iscurrentlyonatrialtrack andmay
notbesettledforseveralyears TheShoshoneOutageProtocolwascompletedin2012 As
ofthiswritingtheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolandtheGreenMountainProtocol
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Agreementarecompleted Thefinalsigneddocumentsarebeingcirculated TheGreen
MountainProtocolAgreementrequiresthataStateWaterCourtApplicationandaFederal
CourtPetitionbefiledtoincorporatetheGreenMountainReservoirFillProtocolintothe
BlueRiverDecrees Thesedocumentshaveyettobefiled ThepartiestotheBlueRiver
Decrees TheUnitedStates DenverWater ColoradoSpringsUtilities ColoradoRiverWater
ConservationDistrict andtheGrandValleyEntities arecurrentlydraftingtheWaterCourt
applicationandFederalCourtpetition

WindyGapFirming
DWRcontinuedtoworkwiththeparties MunicipalSubdistrictofNorthernColoradoWCD
MiddleParkWCD GrandCounty CRWCD andNWCOG totheWindyGapFirmingIGA We
arenotapartytotheagreement butwerebroughtintoensuretheagreementcanbe
administeredwithinColoradoWaterLaw TheAttorneyGeneralsOfficeprovided
excellentlegalguidanceandalternativesforresolutionofkeyissues Theagreement
includesaprovisiontomodifytheWindyGapDecreesbyincorporatingtheIGAintothem
WindyGapFirmingistheconstructionofstorageontheEastSlope 90000AFChimney
HollowReservoir ThereservoirwillstoreWestSlopediversionsthatotherwisewouldbe
bypassedatWindyGaporspilledatGranbyReservoir TomaximizeyieldCBTproject
waterinGranbyReservoirwillbe prepositioned inanonprojectreservoir Chimney
Hollow freeingspaceinGranbyReservoirforWindyGapwater Withoutprepositioning
theCBTwaterwouldsitinGranbyuntilitcouldbedelivered likelyaftersnowmeltrunoff
toaprojectreservoir suchasCarterorHorsetooth TheIGAhasprovisionstofirmup
2300AFofthe3000AFpreviouslygrantedtheMPWCDinthe1983WindyGapAgreement
Additionally MPWCDandGrandCountycandivertandstoreinGranbyReservoirupto
1500AFeachatarateof38 eachofanywaterdivertedaftertheMunicipalSubdistrict
diverts15 000AF ThemostimportantpointofdiscussionhasbeentheuseoftheWindy
GapwaterrightsforuseontheWestSlopewithoutachangeofthosewaterrights We
believewehaveworkedthroughtheissues However theagreementisawaitingresolution
ofconcernsofGrandCountywaterusersbelowWindyGapthatarenotapartytotheIGA

AlanCMartellaro DivisionEngineer
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