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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT



Mr. Clarence J Kuiper
State Engineer

Division of Water Resources
1313 Sherman Street

Denver, Colorado 80203

Re: Division Engineer's
Annual Report

This annual re‘pért for Divigion No. 5 for the water year ending November 30,
1976;'19 asmfollown:

- ~.l;f Introductory Statement.

A. Division 5 consists of all the Colorado River Basin, including all
~of its tributaries from the Continental Divide through its course
within the State of Colorado to the Utah State line; excluding only
the Gunnison River drainage basin, but ineluding the White River
; drainage, which is located in Division 6, only and expressly provided
by law as under judiciary, decretal rule by the Water Judge presiding
in the Division 5 Water Court., :

The major tributaries of the Colorado River from its headwaters to
the state line are the North Fork of the Colorado, Willow Creek,
Fraser River, Williams Fork, Troublesome Creek, Blue River, Muddy
Creek, Eagle River, Roaring Fork, Divide Creek, Mamm Creek, Rifle

- Creek, Parachute Creek, Roan Creek, Plateau Creek and the Big Salt
Wash, 3

The majdr population centers are:

Name: , L Stream ; Approx., Pop.
Carbondale Roaring Fork ; 2,400
Glenwood Springs .. ~ Reoaring Fork ) 4,900
Area surrounding ,
Glenwood Springs - "Roaring Fork 2,850
New Castle , Colorado River : 625
silt \ R Colorado River 750
Rifle o ' ' Colorado River 2,750
- Grand Valley : Colorado River 325
DeBeque ' Colorado River - 222325
Collbran Plateau Creek’ S 265
Palisade , Colorado River - - 1,000
Grand Junction Colorado River 27,000
Fruita : Colorado River 2,000
Grand Lake Colorado River 229
Granby Fraser-Colorado River 679
Fraser-Winter Park Fraser River . 269
Hot Sulphur Springs ~ Colorado River ‘ 275
Kremmling ‘ Colo. Muddy, Blue River 955
" Breckenridge : Blue River 685
Frisco Blue River 571
Dillon Blue River 232
Minturn Eagle River 706
- Vail : Eagle River 596
“Eagle : Eagle River : 525
Aspen '~ Roaring Fork 3,551

‘Basalt . Roaring Fork 524
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7,496

61,305

110,336

5,810
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9,006
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS

vision was the results of Hsudndmhuon McDowell-Smith & bwmoowmnmm_OU
rious ooaacswnumm,acwusm.ucnm and July,

5

1975, and the current trends

End of Year )

Y 1960 1970 1974 Present 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980
le 612 726 1,600 2,400 3,100 3,850 4,300 5,600 5,800 5,000

310 225 265 265 275 315 375 450 530 600

3,984 4,205 5,495 6,000 6,600 8,300 39,900 11,600 ~wywoo 15,000

172 155 300 325 370 590 620" 750 575 1,000

w_m 247 350" 350 370 450 570 .w_o .mmo 1,000

1,830 1,822 2,000 w.ooo_. 2,030 .Nywoo 2,800 3,450 L,250 5,039

Springs | 3,637 4,106 a.mpm. 4,900 5,200 6,200 7,100 8,000 8,900 3,300

| Tey 245 270 354 325 340 500 850 1,220 1,600 7,000

wction 18,694 |20,170  |26,k00 27,000 128,000 29,500 |31,000 32,400 - {34,000 [35,700

1,655 1,597 2,000 2,150 2,350 2,950 3,75¢C L,700 5,550 ,200

e 447 ; rmm 618 625 650 720 780 - 860 930 1,000

860 874 900 1,000 1,050 _.Mma_ 1,270 w.wmo 1,580 ,.moo

1,464 1,591 1,725 ~.wmm _.wmo 2,200 N.mmo 3,800 5,000 6,100

.N..um 2,150 N.:ow 2,750 2,900 3,500 4,200 m.noo_ m.moo 8,600

384 434 720 750 550 850 520 1,030 1,160 1,300

lotals . 36,747 39,071 49,776  s2, 625 mmymmm mwymﬁm 71,275 80,340 ,mo.pmo - 95,900

tained during their meetings with the
of the oil shale industry.
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- COLORADO RIVER BASIH

CLASSIFICATION"
“REA - . ARLA : . . FROM - TO | . QUALI
R{ON C ' . CLA
’ \
1 Main Stem.of Colorado River Sources - Confluence with Parachute Creek E
and tributaries and stand- near Town of Grand Valley
ing bodies of water on main ' '
stem and tributaries in this
area - '
2 " Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain inlet Dutlet A
Reservoir and Granby Reservoir :
3 ~ Main Stem of Colorado River . Confluence with Colorado-Utah State Line - B
. Parachute Creek _ ' ’ :
near Town of '
. Grand Valley
4 Plateau Creek and tributaries Sources Confluence with Colorado River. B
and standing bodies of water : . :
cn main stem and tributaries
5 Fraser River and Williams _ Squrceé Confluence with Colorado River ‘ B
Forks of River (including :
Villiams Fork Reservoir)
6 Blue River ?ncluding Dillon - Source . Confluence with Colorado River B:
Reservoir :
7 Eagle River including '  Source " Confluence with Colorado River B
" Homestake Creek ! -
3 Gore Creek , ' Soqrce Confluence with Eagle River B
3 Roaring Fork River and Sources Confluence with Colorado River B

tributaries and standing
bodies of water on main stem
and tributaries

m—



PERSONNEL



" PERSONNEL

"”f‘Nihle’,;‘ e Positidn  District = Months Worked/ Mileage
T s Lo o ; ' ‘ ~ Budgeted -

" ; o ; ; ,
Enewold Lee R ~~ Division Engineer o Annual 14,280
. Walker, Ray . y;‘_ Asst. Div. Engineer , Annual 2,091
. Jackson, Arlen " H.B. 1042 Annual - 11,095
. Krueger, Robert =SB 35 :  Annual .. 4,305
,{3Wa1cher Douglas : ';Hydrographer ' R Annual **9 600
f;Dalton, Ruth . , Admin. Clerk-Typlst N Annual -0~

7,699
3,147
5,760
7,000
4,794
5,902
4,988
4,452

10,727
1,291
4,965
1,146

' .Anderson, George . WwC , 70
..~ Bieger, Robert = WD - : 72
'gCallicatte, Stephen , WC .38
. Coultas, Tim WC . 50 & 51
. #Forster, Charles S - WC - 52 & 53
*;1Q;Gerry, ‘Woodrow - Wb 72
7 mill, Clifford = WD . 72
' Kenney, Donald- WD , 72
" »Klocker, Marcus L WC - -39
Nelson, Glen G. WD 45
. 'Rager, Cletus WC 45
" Raine, Jack = WD 72
‘Reed, Miles WD 72 1,734
./’ Saunders, Woodrow - ~wWe 72 . Annual | 16,607
. -Shelden, Jim -~ WD B 52 &'53 - 4 oL 5,439
; We]_ls’ wayne L, ' WC 36 & 37 o Annual ‘ 10,645 -
;‘Yeoman, Richard WD S S T 2,155

b
| :
CWNPHUOTE NN
- B

vy

.f1_ﬂ?ﬁédhaéed:flOctober, 1976 S P xﬁﬁﬁiﬂéefiﬁné‘ly;1976‘




SNOW PACK



LUE SUUWPETR WEB UELUW GVELAES 14 WUSL GNEED.  UHUW CUGBLSE LEauiugs UL
 w§t;r coﬁt€pt{§s‘of February 1 .average belqw\notmal'on mbst watersheds in
,thé Westefh‘DiVision System. ~With gobd>February precipitation at highét
~e1evation3, snowpack gains were above normal for most watersheds, thus
’resulting in an improvement of persenc of average snow~-water content for

" these areas.

f;VWith’belowlnormaikﬂﬁtch~precipitation at higher elevations, snowpack
’.gaine were below nornal for most watersheds, thus resulting in a higher
a denline of percent of average snow-water content for these areas. The

; :;April‘l snowpack water~con:ents for water sheda‘located in‘Colorado wére

below noimai,

,, Ave:age~Hay 1 snowpack water contents were bglow average for most areas
in the Western Division System., Water supply forecasts ég all key fore-

caﬁt pointaVWerg'below normal.,



PRECIPITATION



during October through January with the exception of December when
temperatures averaged about 6 degrees above normal. Runoff during the winter
period (October - January) varied from 57 to 126 percent of the 1959-1975

average at major reservoirs within the Western Division System.

Storage was above normal in most reservoirs, Colorado-~Big Thompson'Project
storage at the end of January totaled 681,600 acre feet, which was 13,800
acre feet greater tham last year and 73,000 acre feet above the recent ten

year average.

April precipitation over the Western Division System aversged below normal,
The total seasonal runoff remained above normal for most areas and ranged to
66 percent of normal at Lake Granby and Lake Estes. Storage for nearly all

major reservoirs remained above normal at the end of March.

Precipitation during May was very erratic. Temperatures were near normal.
However, cool temperatures retarded snow melt at the higher elevations.
Light seasonal precipitation totals combined with low soil moisture conditions

over most irrigated areas have resulted in above normal irrigation demands.

June precipitation was in general belowdnormal. Reservoir inflows during

June continued to be below normal.

Seasonal precipitation for the October - July périod remained below‘normal

at most reporting stations. Inflows during July continued to be’below normal
for nearly all reservoirs. The computed inflows to all majdr reservoirs
within the Western Division during July ranged from 65 percent of normal at
Lake Granby. August irrigation:deliveties were in general normal to above
for most project areas as the trend of~be10w norhal,preéipitution continued

to prevail over most irrigated areas of the system.

Water year 1976 runoff was also below normal at nearly all Western Division
System reservoirs. Seasonal inflows recorded at all reservoirs;averaged 95%

of normal.



UNDERGROUND WATER
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Civision 5

Wells Adjudicated In The
Water Court

-t No. of Domesti Commercial Irrigation tlunicipal Cther Gwmm
Zoplications
1 1
. 6 6
20 17 2 4 5 5
6 6 -1 1 3
2 2 1 1 1
,..m u. 2 1
i
! 1. 1l
| 1 1
| 42 30 | 6 s 12 11




TRANSMOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS



b sk kbear ame o

Oc;ober 17, 1976

Mr. W. G. Wilkinson, Division Engineer

.Room 208 y
" 8th & 8th Office Building

Greeley, Colorado 80631

Dear Dugan:

In préparation for our 1976 annual report, would it be too much trouble
for you to furnish me with copies of your records for the trans-mountain
‘diversions from Water Division No. 5 to Water Division No. 17 ' :

The following structufes are involved:

Adams Tunnel ———————— L2§6;Joa acee - £

Grand River Ditch——— 18, 550
Berthoud Ditch . 377 .
Eureka Ditch - : 79
Moffat Tunnel = — 62,960
Williams Fork Tunnel - 13,120

- Hoosier Pass — 10, 810
Boreas Pass . 66
Roberts Tunnel e—————a= 62,900
Vidler Tunnel No Flow

Total

Diverted Pronr.l' 34Ul‘3100 ¥ 1o Dwision L

"‘ 424.‘662 Vacr-e-f“f'.

I would appreciate any help or suggestions regarding these records.

oSi ’
L

Fe
e

7z \

0
7 X
.) 7 A r'/‘/\.-«‘ r)~ .z \\ ‘
Lee R. Enewold T~

Division Engineer




C. J. KUIPER

JOHN D. VANDERHOOF
State Engineer

Governor

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

LEE R. ENEWOLD P, E.
'_’9 IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER
P. O. BOX 396
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLORADO 81601
PHONE: 945-5665

' October 17, 1976

Mr. W. G. Wilkinson, Division Engineer
Room 208 o
. 8th & 8th Office Building:

Greeley, Colorado 80631

‘Dear Dugan:

. In preparation for our 1976 annual ieport, would it be too much trouble
for you to furnish me with copies of your records for the trans-mountain
‘diversions from Water Division No. 5 to Water Division No. 17 '

The following structures are involved:‘

Adams Tunnel — /?/;L(w/w/
Grand River Ditch 34//3:4614c/'
Berthoud Ditch . A Afa cli./
Eureka Ditch Botfachked
Moffat Tunnel = AtFa cbus
Williams Fork Tunmel - /#%¢ 41/

Hoosier Pass - /4% el
. ‘ 73 MQ{/
Boreas Pass At c/@//

Roberts Tunnel —
Vidler Tunmel — Mo o)

- I would appreciate‘ any help .or _suggestions regarding these records.

/

Lee R) Enewold
Division Engineer

cﬂ GREILEY, COLO

\/(u )

‘«o“
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Daily Gage Height, in Feet, and Discharge in Second-Feet for.the Year Ending September 30, 19 7_6

Water stage recorder___Stevens A-35

Drainage area__trans. Mtn. __ square miles.
OCT. NOV. DEC. JAN. FEB. MAR.
&£ > |l Gage | _. - ||Gage | _. Gage | _. Gage | _ Gage |_ Gage |_.
8 height Discharge height Discharge height Discharge height Discharge height Discharge height Discha
1 327 Y0 8 /o G+ ol
c 5
T O 2 37 ¢ 33 R A2 “9 4 374
- ‘ - :
© 3 3% 39 “ 1 474 35
(8]
3 4 29/ 274 vl 72 377 .
5 ) §/) 3.,_7/ 2 DY ‘//A),
i) 303 357 o2/ 49/ ;
o 1 1y 35y 2 5 L 355 1
2 . _ L i ~
‘B 8 I T3y Y T 205
(&) %) E -
g 3 3,5 5352 P St 247
e > 100 750 351 Ay o) -
o = - -
a 11 3 Yoo 455 2%
.EE. 12. g/ /727 S NS 35
13 37 %L8 502 h 30
14 33 379 .::."/ 2 52 350
13 S3/ K 57 %7
® 16 373 53/ 1 478 R 2
s E " - Ly - - )
= 0 17 343 Y47 <24 533 6 - .
(2] . - . - ’
3 18 XA Yoh 40 537 Loy 4
19 Y Yph Lhz e 533 AN Y
20 3/ 2 400 730 <
5 21 3¢5 /¢ g snz o
& 22 349 Yok s oz 320
| 23 353 oy ] Y§3 2o 0
o 24 105 14 53 o) S e ;
g) 25 35/ & alid P et B ) i
s | : T V
a T 26 257 4 7 oy, x o </
a @ 27 Zv 2 43 Sz 5 7500 3
:é (,é o ~ ofa - AN 2 I b
s = 28 28 7 Yo A Sora 30 0
29 v 59 4P 477 2o o
Calendar Year | 30 Yy 2 /(. Yoy sl XX XXX </
1975 |31 170 || XX XXX i 0| XK XXX
Total /] 297 12,177 /T 970 /5 55/ /0 B S/
Wean 3¢ 3 v < 50 2 2 27
acrocieet | 22 370 ) om0 N 29 g0 o §S0 28
7 7
. g . f
Maximum o7 5 5. R N
Minimum WA / yi 7 5/[ 7 <7 7 .




siision: oF water dbURCES | B,
OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER

COMPUTED FIGURE

APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. =
J:i?gst Discharge hcza;g:t Discharge hci?gl?t Discharge ii:gﬁt Discharge ti:gl?t Discharge h(l?g:t Qischarge g i
Y415 | 327 2 _ e | RN | YA A
3473 27 7232 /2 zo sl 2]
249 254 2,7 R N sos |l 3]
07 a9/ ' 200 232 0.7 SRTA 41 .
Y i ‘ 70 . e ST T , i: ' ) S22 0 5 - [
39501 Lo2 3 3357 73 Y2L | 65t 3 o3 2
T 20/ 0 357 272 28] 11§ e i °
407 237 o A I A YT I A
203 22| I P . 27 3/7 1| 9=
2rs 7 & 2.0 H7 7 <2010 s
/p 5 . 70 7 0 o 7 Y52 T3, 11
53 /Yl . 0 2.2 oo 265 2| 12 "h’
5 )57 250 |l e 30 4 s 13 ] o
25 : /53 | /T 35l KR T2 14 S
30, o ~ 309 SO et R
T /a5 20 Y3l L 2 16
73 | 292 . e 367 3 4920 11| 5|2 % z
. PE, 2 gl s BRI
ol | 7 : 20l 47 | <yl 19 °l°
2 7 /5 o ol 2ol 20| S
106 250 e Y YA Y035 | 22l |
iy, 2o |9/ 27 475, St YR -
s 279 A 249 || Y7 Y|l 23
/Y A 7 437 S8 Caz |l 24 z::
1/ ! 20/ 27 i “r2 125 |
zie || p 7 3 372 A RAE:
R A a5 _ e 2 “/) 3 7981 21 ‘: —
S J " _ i A /) sl 28 ] 2 E‘ - §
. . ) ‘ A _ : 7 || . l/;{ 02 oo |29 g 3 5
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XX XXX P XX XXX S a0 |l XX | XXX || 31 1976
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Drainage area_ TRANS=MT._DIV.squarc miles.

Grand ';“/ p”LCLV

Near La wad‘ Fass

i . T "y; " oy
Water stage recorder ___STEVENS F WELKLY
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Hp\‘/UVuUn\. TR AV I NG R AT Ay P,;:,';”;g Table Used STA‘_D\D 10 FT. PARSHALL

¥
OETICE OF STATE ENGINEER - DATED 6-15-71 OCT. 1, 1974 to SEPT. 30, 19.

| APR. WAY © JUNE JULY AUC. seet. | T2 1]
‘iag::t Discharge ﬁ:g;t Discharge= lf;;gi?t Discharge igﬁgit Discharge_i:jg:t Discharge }G:g;t Dischérgei g = N I‘,S_’
| a S/ sela 77 V55 75 /LJ:{,’Z; _j’Zvi NEITANAE I = %!Q}, \l\;
| 1 74 g0 247l s lljedl g0l 791l /7 2o e~
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3-FT. PARSHALL

Berthoud Fass ifch -
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C. J. KUIPER
State Engineer

JOHN D. VANDERHOOF
Governor

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

LEE R. ENEWOLD P, E.
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER
’ P. O. BOX 396 '
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLORADQ 81601
PHONE: 945-5665

October 17, 1976

Bob Jesse, Division Engineer
1906 West Northern Avenue
Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Dear Bob:
In preparation of our 1976 annual report, we would like some .
information on the trans-mountain diversions from Water Division

No. 5 to Water Division No. 2.

The following‘structures are involved;

Twin Lakes Tunnel — ——— 4860 ecre-ff~
Busk Ivanhoe Tunnel 4930

Ewing Ditch 802

Wurtz Ditch - - 2580

Columbine Ditch 1670

Homestake Tunnel

Fry-Ark Project 26 880

- Totel diwersijon Division ¥ +o Division TL. 78,722 acre-F*
I would appreciate any help or suggestions regarding these records. -

Sincerely,

//"Q
,//(/ e 0__,,,{_&, o
ee Enéwold .
Division Engineer S~

LRE/xd
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AGRICULTURE



. ..classed asriiveatock and grazing. The major crop is hay, hith 3/4 to 1 ton
"pgr’dcre. ’The grazing land in the area fanges in elevation from 4,500 to
12,000 feet. With this difference in,elevatioﬁi theréyis a great difference
kiﬁ‘ability to produce forage for cattle and Biowse for wild game and sheep.
Sohe sites can producé no more than 100 pounds of plant material per acre.

Other sites in favorable years produce 4000 pounds per acre.

fhe Hiddle Park area crops are mostly barley, potatoes, corn and hay. Over
ﬁh¢ 1as:'twenty years the cropping patterns have changed in this area.
‘Carbondale and Aspen’used to bekkndwn for potatoes, and crops likg straw~
béffies vere common around Clenwdod Springs. 'deay thia area is devoted to

pasture and hayland, with minor acreages of cash ¢rops.

~ The Lower:Grand Valley area produc és fruits and row crbps. About 8,141

acres of ftuit orchards ~ peaches, pears and apples.‘

 'In ali three areas édﬁbined, the approximate yield of wheat and hay is

105,700 ﬁushelﬁ and 310,258 tons. There are approximately 152;548 sheep

, andllgmbs, and 143,276 cattle and calves. Livestock is an important part

of the agriculture industry. However, the total number has decreased, Cattle
‘and éheep are often summered on land administered by the U, S, Forest Service

and Bureau of Land Management.

Irrigation water is available for many;farms in the 3 areas and new planned
E develbpnents~are undefway to prambte,more irrigation water and more uniform

~ distribution of water.

There are ﬁany ofganiiatidns désigned to assist farmers and ranchers. Such
organizations a&VthgrAgricultural Sthbiii:étion andfConservation Service,
, FatméfS’Homo Admipist:ation, Bureau of Land Management, U. S, Forest

"Sétvice, and Staﬁéanréster and Extension Sérvfce;
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'DISTRICT NO. OF STOCK TANKS

36
37
38
39
. 45
- 50
51
52
53
70
72
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WATER RIGHTS TABULATIONS



"1. Updergroﬁnd water rights k 44

2. Changes in water rights 22
3. Water rights (absolute) 75
4. Diligence (conditional) ‘ 52
5. Water storage rights 15
6. Applications received in water court 356

7.. Referee consultations , 356

We are, and have been for the past several years, making corrections
to the Water Rights Tabulation. It is our hope that a tabulation

can be printed soon that will be dependable and usable by this office
‘and the general public. ‘

n - 3296



REFEREE’S FINDINGS AND DECREES



HYDROGRAPHER'S REPORT



On September 15, 1976, an agreement between the Bureau of Reclamation
and the Colorado State Engineer was made confirming the responsibility
of the State Engineer to administer certain Fryingpan-Arkansas

' Project stream gages. ' '

Theyhydrographer begah operating the stream gates on July 1, 1976
and assumed responsibility for computing stream flow records on
October 1’ 19760
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LCari pvernxiau

Paul Pitman

L. Christensen ,
Ralph L. Antonides

~ MISCELLANEOUS - Colorado River Water Users Assocliation

"Pres: L. Y. Siddoway, Vernal, Utah
V-Pres: Clifford Tabor, Wellton, Ariz.
"Sec-Treas: Lynn S. Ludlow, Orem, Utah
‘Dir: Floyd M. Smith, Arizona
" Victor 1. Corbell, Arizona

Norris Soma, Arizona

Carl Vevine, California

Warren Butler, California

leon Kennedy, California R AL
Roland Fischer, Colorado o e
Pon D. Noble, Colorado - '
"Robert Delaney, Colorado : , S S T
’ IV@Q;P._Head,'Nevada C BT SRR T

ﬁCOLORADOsﬁsPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

P, W. Ten EycK

Division of Game Fish & Parks
Division of Mines

"Division of Water Resources

. Geological Survey

.Board of Land Commissioner

-0i1 and Gas Conservation’ Commission
- Soil Conservation Board o ) X
Water Conservation Board . SR ' o _—

COLORADO RIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Ken Balcomb
- R. Co Fischer =

COLORADO_WATER CONSERVATION BQARD

| Felix L,jspgrks
SIS



GRAND VALLEY = Orchard Mesa Irrigation District

Pres: Edward T. Bryant, Gr. Junction A
v-Pregs: H. E. Porterfield, Palisade, Colo.
Sec: Florence K. Pauly, Gr. Junction
Treas: Mesa County Treasurer, Gr. Junction
Atty: Williams & Turner
Supt: W, F. Green, Palisade
Mgr: G. W. Klapwyk, Gr. Junction
bir: H. E. Porterfield

E. T. Bryant

Clyde Rooks

GRAND VALLEY - Palisade Irrigation District

Pres: Everett Corlett, Gr. Junction
V-Pres: John Vesakis, Clifton
Sec: W. E. Funk, Palisade
Treas: Mesa County Treasurer, Gr. Junction
Atty: William H. Nelson’ ' ‘ .
Ditchrider: Delbert Kitson .
Dix: W. E. Funk :
John Vesakis
Everett Corlett

MIDDLE PARK - Middle Park Water Conservancy District

Pres: Redwood Fisher, Granby
V=-Pres: Karl H. Knorr, Dillon
Sec-Treas: Carl Breeze, Kremmling
Atty: Bob Delaney, Glenwood Springs
Dir: Red Fisher
' Jack Horn'

‘Carl Breeze

Karl H. Knorr

Kenneth Wheatley

Frank F. Brown

SILT - Ssilt Water Conservancy District

Pres: Marvin Ryden, Rifle
V-Pres: Jalie Haas, Rifle
Sec. Treas: Mike Dmitrich, Price
Atty: Therald N. Jensen
Dir: Chris Jouflas
" George Waterman
. Paul Moynier
William Welsh
Gordon Newbold

UTE WATER - Ute Water Conservancy District

Press Fred J. Simpson, Grand Junction
V-Pres: W. J. Baker, Loma
Sec: L, P. Morse, Gr. Junction
. Troeas: Bobby J. white, Gr. Junction
. Attys Albin Anderson, Gr. Junction
Mgr: . Riney P. Wilbert, Gr. Junction
* Dirty  John Brophy
'W. J. Baker, Loma
- Frank hoeds

S .. _ e & a



Willis Kenny
Austin Hueschkel
Harold Fender
Thomas Turnbull
. George Lucksinger
" Floyd Crawford

BATTLEMENT MESA - Battlement Mesa Wtr. Cons. Dist.

Pres: Carleton Currier, Gr. Junction
V-Pres: Clyde Bruton, Collbran
Sec. Treas: Arthur Linn, Collbran
Atty: Albin Anderson, Gr. Junction
Dir: Carleton Currier “ -
- Arthur Linn ‘

Ray Hittle

Rex Clifton

Paul Height

George Gipp

Clyde Bruton

BLUESTONE - Bluestone Wtr. Cons. Dist. -

Pres: Orville Mahaffey, Grand Valley

V-Pres: Robert Latham, Gr. Valley-

Sec-Treas: Geo. Anderson, DeBeque

Atty: Kenneth Balcomb, Gl. Springs.
Dir: LeRoy Latham

‘ George Anderson

Orville Mahaffey

Robert Latham

Carlos Carpenter

Harry Blue

Richard Looney

COLLBRAN - Collbran Conservancy District:.

Pres: Herbert Milholland, Molina
V-Pres: Francis Chapman, Collbran
Sec: H. R. Lloyd, Mesa
Atty: Nelson, Hoskin & Groves, Gr. Jct.
Sec.Treas: Everett Collins, Collbran
Dir: Ben Nichols
' . Bi1ll Tupper

Francis Chapman

Herbert Milholland

W. D. Meador

H. R. Lloyd

GRAND VALLEY-Gr. Valley Wtr Users hssoc.

Pres: W. J. Baker, Loma

V-Pres: Taylor Roberts, Mack

Seci Ray Gobbo, Gr. Junction

Treas: G, W. Klapwyk, Gr. Junction
Atty: " Williams & Turner, Gr. Junction
Mgr: G. W, Xlapwyk, Gr. Junction

Asat, Mgr: Bob Dyers
- Dir:  Amos Alstatt
W. J. Baker:
Avory Kohln

Nerwvrn Coevrl s - '
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The purpose of thlS memorandum is to set forth the

efforts undertaken by the Pltkln County Comm1551oners on behalf

- of Pitkin County re51dents and in a larger sense the res1dents
of the Roaring Fork River Valley. The memo demonstrates the work

.completed, in process and planned.

The memo serves to demonstrate-that Pitkin‘County
has not received/from the Colorado River Water Conservation
Dietrict, onevcentiof contribution toward the,solﬁtion‘of its
or the basinwide problems despite large tax revenues from the .

Pitkin County area. And in spite of these tax revenues the

County has expended large additional sums on legal and englneerlng

advisors to protect and preserve its water environment.
What the Board of Commissioners are requesting is
a review of their largely 5uccessful efforts and the immediate

moral and financial support of their pendlng projects by the

-Distrlct Board.
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Pitkin County in conjunctioﬁ with the City of Aspen,
.opposed this application by the Twin Lakes-Reservoir and Canal
- Company for a conditional water right for 100 cfs. additional
‘water to be collected at various>diversion points on the New
-York Collection Canal, a segment of the Independence Pass
Transmountain Diveréion System, iying to the west ofGrizély
Reservoir. The‘United States also opposed thé application in
the Water Court on the ground thatfthe applicant had not sought
noxr receiVed the Special use‘pe¥mit or fight4of—way required
by law since the applicant's poiﬁts of diversion were. located
upon National Forest Land and that.fhe proposed development
violated the.water interests of the United States under the
doctrineiof reserved rights. The Colorado.River_Conservation 3
District entéred an appearance. . Additional entries of appear-
ance were made on behalf ofvthé'COIOrado Rivers Councii, Trout
Unlimited, The Crystél Valley Enviroﬁmental Protection
Association,~and the Towns of Carbondale and Basalt.

At the hearing, only the United States and the City
of. Aspen and County of Pitkin appeared to present arguments
in dpposition. Subsequently, the United States withdrew its
opposition. The Division’V"Water Court denied the application
in March,‘l975, The result of the denial was to preélude the
: divefsioh.of'from 200.td 600 acre feét of Water per year to
the eastern slope. Twin Lakes appealed to' the Supreme Court
~and oral arguments were éresented by:John Musick of Vranesh.
and Mﬁsick on behalf.of the objectoté City of Aspen ana County
of Pitkin. No other objectors argued before the Supfeme Court.
No decision as‘yet has ‘been issued by the Supreme éourt in this

case.



by Mills E,,Bunger based on surveys.conductedtby the applicant -
while an employee of the U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau
of ﬁeclamation The City of ASPen ‘and the. County of Pitkin:
opposed these applications Additional opposition was filed by
' the Colorado River Water Conservation District and the Northern.
Colorado Water Conservancy District as well as by othere. The
City and Aspen and the County of,Pitkin filed Motions.for'
Summary Judgment. Additional Motions forvSummary Judgment were
also filed on behalf of'the Colorado River Conservation District
and the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District.

The Water Courts in Divisions IV and V granted the
Motibns for Summary Judgment and the applicant appealed to the'
Supreme Court of Colorado. Oral arguments were held in September;'
b»l976, with presentations made by John Musick of Vranesh and,'
Musick on behalf of the City of Aspen and the County of Pitkin;
and by Scott Balcomb on behalf of the Colorado River Water Con-
servation District and othere. No decision has yet been issned
.by the Supfeme Court. |

3. W-190l1. The Twin Lakes Reservoir and Canal Company.

This application is for a change of the presently—decreed
’water rights of the Independence Pass Transmountain Diversion
System from irrigation purposes to all beneficial purposes,
and from use on specified lands in Pueblo and Crowley Counties
to all points capable of'oeing served by water from the outlet
of the Independence Pass Tunnel or from Grizzly Reservoir, in-
cluding the cities of Aurora, Colorado Springs, Pueblo and Pueblo
West. The City ovaspen and County of Pitkin opposed this water
application. The Colorado Riveerater'Conservation District

also objected to this application but later withdrew pursuant



Cdurt, a Decree was issuéd granting the proposed chénge with
certain limitations and the Cityrof Aspen and County of Pitkin
‘have recently filed a Notice of‘Appeal in this case. . The
| appeal questions only that part of the decree approving thé
‘stipulation by the River District. The bélancé of the decree,
parts of which contain additional limitations updn the trans-
mountain diversions, have not been appealed.

4. W-1905 and W-1906; Marble Metropolitan District
~and Marblé'ski Area. | .

These applicationsvfbr a plan of augmentation, a change
of use, and for surface water rights were filed in May; 1973,
.and July, 1974. Pitkin County opposed. these applicationé. " The
Crystal Valley Environmental Protection Association, the Town of
Marble, the Colorado Rivers Council, and Troﬁt Unlimited also
opposed these-applications. 'The applications,were ¢onditionally
decreed in Augusﬁ, 1974, and February, 1975, but were made
subject to'various conditions demahded by the County.

_ The,bistrict has>now filed an appiication for a find—
~ing of due diligence on the various water rights involved'in
therplan. A Statement of Opposition was filed on behalf of
the County of Pitkin. A trial is scheduled for No&ember 9, 1976.
‘The'Colorado Water Conservation District did not opposévthe
original épplication,_nor has it opposed the abplication for
a finding of due diligence.

5. W-2609, W-2610, W-2611. P

'Tﬁese applicétions are for»storage water rights for
the water contaiﬁed behind the diversion damé on Lincoln Gulch,
Lost Maﬁ Creek, and the Roaring Fork River, coﬁponenté of the
Twin Lakes Cpmpany's Independence Transmountain Diversion System.-
A pre-trial conference was held in mid-1975, at which a com-
promiée was préposed by the attorney for the Twin Lakes Company,

who was opposing the application. Negotiations are now being



County questioning the factual basis of the application. Ne-
gotiations‘are currently under way for a proposed settlement
of this matter between the City of Aspen, the ' County of Pitkin,l
and the Salvation Ditch Company. |

~7. Pitkin County Mlnimum Stream Flow Water Rights.

The Board of County Commissioners of'Pitkin filed
numerous appllcatlons for minimum stream flow water rights in
the rivers and streams located w1th1n Pltkln County The
County sought to join the Colorado Water Conservation Board
as an involuntary applicant. Statements of Cpposition were
filed by the Colorado Water Conservation;Board, by the City
-and County of Denver, and by the Southeastern Water Conservancy"
District. All objectors, except the City and County of Denver,
filed Motions‘to Dismiss which were granted by the court on the
ground that the Board of County Commissioners of Pitkin County
'had no authority to make such an appropriation.  This de0131on
was not appealed. Immedlately prior to the time this decision
was rendered representatives of the County met with the Directorb
of the Water Conservation Board and the Director of Natural
Resources. As a result of these meetings and the efforts of
the County, the designations of the streams in the Roaring Fork
Valley were pushed far ahead of schedule. As a result of this
designation, minimum stream flow applications were filed by
the Board con51derably sooner than originally represented by
the Board. | |

8.k W~2720, W—272l, and W-2777; Colorado Water
Conservation Board Minimum Stream Flow Applications.

These'three applications are for minimum stream flow
-Water rights on the CrystalvRiver and Avalanche Creek filed by
the Colorado Water Conservation Board in 1975; W—2936 through
W-2951 were postponed pending resolution of the issues raised

by the objectors in the above three cases. Obiections wawn £:1 .5
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on behalf of the County of Pitkin in order to assis£ the
Colorado Water Conservation Board and the Attorney General's staff
in asserting the constitutionality of the minimum stream flow
VCOncept. The Colorado Rivér'Water Conservation Distriét de-
.posed members of the Colorado Water Conservation Board, Divisidn
of Wildlife, Division of Parks and Outdoor Récreation in Dénver“
in late September, 1976. A pre-trial conference is scheduled
for February, 1977. |

9i. Board of County'Comﬁissioners of the County of
Pi£kin v. Kleppe, et al; Civil Aétion No. 75-M~1268.

This complaint in the United States DiStricf Court
was fiied on behalf of the Commissioners in November, 1975.
The complaint alleges procedural non—compliance with the
National'Envifonmental Policy Act (NEPA), in that the final
environmental statement for £hei-Fryingpén—Arkansas Project ié
insufficient. The complaint also alléges that substantive
non-compliance with NEPA in the -Fryingpan—Afkansas Project will
result in unjustified adverse environmental impact. The Bureau
- of Reclamation (Debt. of Interior) and the Soﬁtheastern Colorado
Watef Conservancy District: (which intervenéd in the action)
“have merd for Summary Judgment on the ground fhat the,County
has no standing to bring the action. One of the arguments
asserted’égaihst Pitkin Counfy in the'motioﬁs for summary
judgment relies on the assertion that Pitkin County is one of
the fifteen counties‘which belong to-the Coldrédb River Water
ConserVétion'District. The contention is that since the Colorado
River Water Conservation District testified in 1960 before
Congress in support'of the fryingpan—Arkansas projeét, since
the Colorado. River Watef Conservation District entered into a
compact with the Colorado Water Conservation Board and South-

western Colorado Water Conservancy District which was incorporated
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10. W-2860; The Board of County Commissioners of the
Coﬁnty of Pitkin v. The Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy
District and the Colorado River Waﬁer,Conservatiqn District.

This cemplaint was filed on behalf of the Boerd of
Cqunty Commissioners in late 1975. The action is one for de-

claratory and injunctive relief seeking a determination of

the abandonment of water rights and interpretation of water

" rights for the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project and Ruedi Reservoir.

The complaint in seven counts alleges that the defendants (l)‘
plan to divert water in excess of the decreed water rights from
No Name Creek, Midway Creek and Hunter Creek; f2) have‘abandoned
decfeed water rights in’Liﬁe Creekeand Last ehance Creek, and
their tributaries; (3)v have stored water eoﬁtrary to decreed
water rights; (4) plan to divert water from Midway and No

Name Creeks without complying with conditions of the decreed
water rights; (5) plan to use water diverted from Midway Creekj
and No Name Creeks for ?ufposes contrary to decreed water rights;
(6) have stored water‘ineRuedi Reservoir not thereafter put

to beneficial use contrary to decreed_water rights; and (7)

have failed to maintain bypass stream flows contrary to decreed.

'water rights. The complaint seeks mandatory injunctive relief

requiring defendants to adhere to limitations of the decreed

"water rights and to install adequate measuring devices and

maintain adequate records, and an order declaring abandonment
of the Lime Creek and Last Chance Creeks decreced water rights.

The defendants have filed a Motion to Dismiss for.

lack of jurisdiction, lack of standing, and failure te,join

proper parties. lBriefs have been filed by all parties and a
reeolution bf the.Motion is pending. | |

11. W-829-76. |

This is an application for change of water rights, find-~

ing of due diligence, and partial final decree for the Fryingpan-



12. ‘General Protests.

" The firm of Vranesh end Musick undertakes- a general
review of the resumes that are published by the Water‘Court.
in Division V. When an application which mey affect the
County is discovered, the information.is forwarded to the
County and appropriate action, if any, to protest the application, -
or to seek provisiens through negotiations which will protect
the County's rights and interests, is made on behalf of the

County.

II. NON-LITIGATION MATTERS UNDERTAKEN FOR THE
COUNTY OF PITKIN BY VRANESH AND MUSICK

1. Water Resources Impacts.
The Water Resources Impacts sections of the new
Pitkin County Land Use Code was drafted as a response to the
>County Commissioners’ realization that the natural mountain
environment of Pitkin County was strongly effected by the
conditions’ofnthe natural streams in the County, and that any
attembt to control the development of land in the Countyvso as
to preserve that natural environmeht must also address itself
to the streams. The purpose of the Water Resources Impacts
.sections‘is td>require developers, those who Would_ihitiate
new uses of land within the County, to take:into their planning
the interrelationshipstbetween 1and use and its impacts en
the County's water resources and betweeﬁIWater use and its im-
pacts‘oh the entire environment. :Every prospectite developer
must investigate and analyze-the'impact of his development
on the follow1ng areas:
(1) Natural stream and lake water levels;
(2) Water quality;
(3) Ground water withdrawals;

(4) Ground water recharge;
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, othéf sectiCnSvof‘the Code, while others had not been dealt

with préviouély. In the new que, these impacts are made the
core of the new‘Wéfer Impaqts Section. |

Uhder the new Water Resources Impact'Section,'de¥
vélopment‘will be permitted only if the development will not:

(1) reduce the‘nétural streaﬁ and lake levels below eXisting'
levels, or below the standard identified on}the County‘s’étream
flow map, whichever is less; (2) cause a dischafge or degrade
the quality of the water in the stream ih excess of the criteria
of the Roaring Fork River Basin 303 Plan; (3) reduce the exist-
ing level of ground watér recharge or withdrawal; (4) reduce
thereconomic_reliability of exiéting commerciél irrigated agri-
culture, as by‘reducing the supply of irrigation water available
to presently-irrigated acreages below the level necessary.to‘
cqnﬁinue economic operation; (5) create a flood hazard, either
by the erection of a structure, alteration of a flood channel,

or contribution of runoff; (6) create a land use for which there
is ihadequate'dpmestic water supply or alter any natural feature
of the land before that sUpply is assured; or (7) create a
water qualityror flood problem from surface runoff or erosion.
As‘in all othgr‘areas of the Code, the developer must make an
affirmative showing that.nohe of the impacts will resulﬁ.

It is anticipated that detailed maps will be constructed»
in the near future for the purpose of providing detailed infor-
mation about acceptable impacts, and also for providing guide-
lines for improﬁement‘of areas alrcady considered unacceptable.
Wright Water Engineers in Glenwwod Springs is currénﬁly under
‘contract with the County to prepare maps concerning minimum
stream flow and lake levels, irrigated areas, and ground watex

resources. The funds for this project were provided under a



water rights in the County.
In conjunction with Wright Water Engineers) élenwood‘
Sprinés, Vranesh And Musick has been working for and with the
County to identify and analyze 51gn1flcant senior water rights
" on the streams in the County which either are threatened by over-
development, are environmentally hazardous-diver51ons, or are
key righte in the development of new land uses in the County.
It is proposed that the County will acquire 1nterests in these
key senior rights for the purpose of preserving the natural
environment, maintaining the streams, and controlling develop-
ment by a process analogous to land banking. | |
3. The West Divide and Basalt Projects.
The West Divide project is a_portion of the’Colorado
River Storage Project authorizedvby'Congress in 1956. When
CongreSs.apprOVed the FryingpaneArkansas project, it mandated
a study of the Basalt project's feasibility. Vranesh and Musick
has been advising the County witn respect to'the West Divide
anavBasalt projects since they were hired by-the'County in
. early 1974. The firm has attempted to articulate the County's
" policies relative to these-prbjects.to aseess the various
proposea project features as they relate to those policies.
The firm has kept the County advised of steps which can.be
taken to :achieve these various policies, inolnding available legal
,action. The policies of limiting munioipalland industrial de-
velopment in the Roaring‘Fork Valleywand-maintaining“the natural
beauty of the Crystal Valley have been the major concern of the
County . 1n relation to these prOJects Maintenance of irrigated
agriculture in’the area has also been an important policy in
this area as well as in.the land use code.
Resolutions were prepared by Vranesthnd Musick and

adopted by the Board of Couaty Commissioners of Pitkin County

Aatrailina +ho ~rAncarne nf +he CArintntuy witrh vroarmarA dA bhaea
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4. -The Salvation Ditch Proposal.

The Salvatlon Ditch Company, a mutual ditch company,
is the owner and operator of the Salvation DltCh a large |
1rxlgat10n canal in Pitkin County. The ditch begins at.av
point on the north bank of the Roaring Fork River just east,
or upstream, from the City of Aspen. The ditch follows a
northwesterly course north of the City of Aspen across the
foot of Smuggler Mountaln and Red Mountaln carrying large
guantities of water in the summertlme_to 1rrlgate farmlands
lying northwest of Woody Creek. Along its course the Salvaﬁion
Ditch crosses HunterVCreek and Woody Creek;

Much of the terrain tranersed by the Salvation Ditch N
is unsuitable for the purpose of maintenance of an open irriga-
tion canal such as the Salvation Ditch. This condition has

always caused the ditch company to lose much of the water from

‘rthe Salvation Ditch througb seepage As a result, the Salvation

Ditch Company has been forced to divert greater'quantities'

of water from the Roaring Fork than would normally have been

required in order to insure an adequate supply of irrigation .

“water to the farmlands after those seepage losses had been suffered.

As an added result, the water lost from the Salvation Ditch

~in the Smuggler Mountain area has been blamed for damage to

homesllying below the ditch.

Of even greater concern to the County is the dangerous
reduction in the flow of the Roaring Fork between the Salvation
Ditch headgate and the oonfluence of Hunter Creek and the Roaring
Fork. The concern over the reduction in the quantity of water.
flowing in the Roaring Fork is coupled with a concern‘0ver the

quality of the water flowing in the Roaring Fork. Although the

“Aspen Sanitation District sewage treatment plant on Mill Street

in downtown Aspen and the Aspen Metro District plant located



develop a system of trails for use by hikers, bicycllsts and
horseback riders, in pursuant of the County's policy ef dis-
couraging use of automobiles, have resulted in a proposal to
the Salvation Ditch Company. If implemented, the proposal
will beneficially effect the entire Roaring‘Fork Valley as '
well as resolving the problems experiencednby the Saltation
Ditch Company and meeting the concerns of the County.

lThe proposal involves the conversion of the present
Salvation Ditch conveyance system to a buried:pipeline between
the Roaring Fork River‘and Wdody Creek. The pipeline would be
installed in a gravel bed in the existing Salvation Ditch structure
and then covered. The gravel pack would provide sufficlent
water to preserve the trees and shrubs that have grown up along
the ditch and the pipeline woﬁld eliminate the seepage problem
experienced in the past. The ceVered pipeline WOuld‘be usable
as a trail. In addition, since ho water would be lost from‘the
ditch in transportation, the Ditch Company would be able to divert
less water ffom the Roaring Fork-while delivering adequate amounts
of water to the farmlands and at the same time increasing the
amount of water in the Roaring Fork River. |

The proposal_alsolenvisions the use of treated effluent

" from the Aspen Metro sewage plant and urbah ruhoff froﬁ‘the City
of Aspen for land treatment on the farmlands lrrigated by the
>Sa1vationkDitch Compehy.. A pﬁmping plant would be constructed
at the Aséen Metro sewage plant to_pipe_theltreatedwefflﬁent and
'drbankrunoff'to the Salvation,Ditch’bipeline, to be carried by
the pipeline to the present irrigated farmland. = This portion
of the.proposal worrld have seVeral'beneficial effects. First,
sﬁpplyiﬁg‘treated effluent aﬁd urban runoff to the Salvation
Ditch Company‘would reduce the needed quaﬁtity of diversions
at the Salvation Ditch headgate, thereby further alleviating

the water quantity problem at the most critical point on the



the need fora;tificial fertilizers. Third, the use of secondary
treated effluent for-land treatment reduces; and could possibly
_eliminate, the need.fq:in~plant advanced biologicgl treatment
of sewage wastés. “Land treatment has been proveh‘torberan
.aCCepfable'and effective method of advanced waste treatment due
-to the natufal biological breakdown of applied organic waste.
Additionally, it is proposed that the pumping plant be dee‘_
signed so that it could be utilized to supply_water directly
from the Roaring Fork to the Salvation Ditch at a point where
the flow in the Roaring Fork River is much less critical, again
further alleviating the water quantiﬁy problems upstream.

The Environmental Profection Agency has endorsed thé
land treatment'portionbof the Salvation DitCH proposal in the
draft environmental impact statement on the Aspen/Snowmass 201
Wastewater Facilities.plan. |

The land treatment proposal was considered by the
officers_of the SalvatioﬁvDitch Company and its shareholders
and it was decided by theﬁ.that the proposal wouid not be in
thé best interests of these land owners when considering the
areas economic Viabiiity for other than agricultural production.
bnce(matters relétive to land use have been resolved it is hope-
"ful that this proposal will find sufficient acceptance to:cause'

‘'its implementation.

III. FUTURE PROJECTS WHICH COULD INVOLVE THE
JOINT PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION OF
THE COLORADO RIVER WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT AND THE COUNTY OI" PITKIN

1. Water Rights Zoning.

The Colérado River Water Conservation District and
the County of Pitkin cbuld‘jointly participaté and cooperate
invthe preparation of the maps necessary to.fufther implement

the Water Resources Impacts sections of the Pitkin County land



surveys and conduct investigations to determine the best manner
of utilizing streamflows withih the district and the amount |
of such stream flow or other weter supply, and to perform
all acts and things necessary or advisable to secure and insure
_ah adequate supply of water, éreeent and future, for irrigation,
mining, manufacturing, and domestic purposes within the district.

2. The SalVation Ditch Proposal. |

The beneficial effects which would reeult from the
implementation of this proposal have been previously discussed
in paragraph 3 of section 11, supra. The benefits accruing to
water quality and'water guantity on the Roaring Fork River, which
- of course is within the area included within the Colorado River
Water Conservation District, will ultimately be felt on the
Colorado River itself. Furthermore, the implementation of
this proposal will help aehieverthe purposes for which the
Colorado River Water Conservatioh Disﬁrict-was formed.

Endorsement of the proposal by the Colorado River
Water Conservatien bistrict would‘help alleviate the concerns
expressed by some members of the Salvation Ditch Company over
vthe'viability and effectiveness of the proposal generally and.
the concept of land treatment in particular. Financial assistance
_’in,thevimplementation of the proposal would also serve to enhahce_
the feasibility of the proposal.

vj.' Pevelopment, control and.management of Western
Slope Water Resources and‘Water‘Reeourée Prejeets.
~The transmountain diversionrprojects which;ekist

today have all been the subject of Western Slope opposition.
Westerﬁ‘Slope interests have opposed most of these projects
and have often attempted, through litigation, to p?event their
construction; 7 |

The Taussig v. Moffat Tunnel Water and Development

Co., 106 Colo. 384, 106 P.2d 363 (1940) case'involved the



Colorado River water COnsServation VESCELLCT, 148 .LOLlO. L1/3, 30D
P.2d 273 (1961). Western slope minimum stream flows were de-’

flated in Colorado River Water Conservation District v. Rocky

Mountain Power Co., 158 Colo. 331, 406 P.2d 798'(1965) 174 Colo.

309, 486 P.2d 438 (1971). The Rabbit Ears project resulted in

. three Colorado Supreme Court opinions. Four Counties Water

‘Users Ass'n v. Colorado River Water Conservation District,

161 Colo.. 416, 425 P.2d 2590; 161 Colo. 424 425 P.2d 266; 161

Colo. 429, 425 P.2d 262 (1967). And, the Twin Lakes projects -

were litigated in Colorado River Water Conservation District v.

Twin Lakes Reservoir:and Canal Co., 171 Colo. 561, 468 P.2d

853 (1970); 181 Colo. 53, 506 P.2d 1226 (1973) .

The Western.Slope has not failed beéause these cases.l
were poorly financed, unsupported by necessary engineering and
hydrological evidence, or inadequately briefed and_argued by
the~étt6rneys‘involvéd. Nor is a lack of need by the Western
Slope for thé water the‘réason. Yet, the unfortunate law which
" has resulted from these céses has severely affected the ability
of the Western Slope to develop and control its water resources

for the needs of the Western Slope.  The inevitable conclusion.
.is that the result in these cases is aue, in part, to the
economic imbalance between the Eastern Slope and Western Slope
'to which reasonable minds, whether cOnsciously'or unconsciously,
respond. |

| There can be little doubt that the Western Slope'currently,
ns>well as in the past, lacks the economic power necessary to
compete with Eastern Slope interests. Attempts, some successful
and some not, have been made to develop projects which will |
nérrow this gap; primarilyvin the.areas of farm land reclamation
by irrigation, recreational facilities developmenf,vand energy
resource developmenf. However, such attempts are declining and

many earlier projects have slowed or have been abandoned. The



eeonomically or otherwise, from the existing transmountain
aiversionsr

The eituationvapéroacﬁes one of colonialism; the
Eastern Slope "empire" depletes the resources of its Western
Slope "colony" and reaps‘the only economic benefits for itself.
The economic.imbalanee becomes more firmlytentrenched the longer
this status quo continues. . |

While some projects,‘such as the dam and reservoir
project cOntemplatedvby the Upper Yampa Conservancy District,
are currently being promotea they are controlled by private
interests. The water resources of the Western Slopefare the
birthright of the public and should be controlled by, and forv
the benefit of, the public ofithe Western'Slope.
| In fact, water resources are perhaps the only birth-
right of the people of the Western Slope, for without water
the other natural resources of the Western Siope have very little
value.

Therefore, it is.essential that the entities represent-
_ing the public, e.e., the counties, the municipalities, and the
Colorado River Water Conservation District, join together to
develop; control and manage the water resources and the water
‘re50urce projects of the Western Slope. Only through’sﬁch.a
combination can the econemic‘and political poﬁerv be mustered
to effectively increase the Western Slope's ability to compete
with Eastern Slope interests and protect the-water’resources
for the entire Western Slope. |

‘The public entities referred to above could utilize
the»exieting organiZational/etructure'of the Colorado River Water
Conservetion.DiStrict er the Northwest Colorado Council of
Governments for this purpose, or exercise the power granted in
C.R.S. 1973, §37—§3—101 et §gg. to form a River Basin Authority.

The organization chosen could then control and manaage
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either privately or by condemnation, by Eastern Siope 1interests.
' With this COnt;ol; water would then be available

to satisfy'the short term and long term needs of £he Western

Slope. After those needs were fulfilled by adequateﬂavaila—-

bility in stofage or otherwise, any remaining Qater cduid then

be sold to the Eastern Slope. And, when the spring runoff

“began, the Western Slope could estimate the amount that will

“be available to replenish existing‘storage and that amount

would then.bekimmediately released to the Eastern Slope through -
existing tranSmountain diversion facilities. |

‘Over a periéd of time the Western Slope could acquire‘
by‘condemnation the rights.of the Vvidler Tunﬁel Company, the
excess capacity of the Moffat_Tunnel, etc. The éurpose‘would
be twofold: firSt, to ‘prevent Eastern Slope interests from
controlling the‘destiny of the Western Slope; apd second, to

provide the Western Slope with the water and the facilities

. to sell water to the Eastern Slope when not needed to meet

Western Slope needs. For7example, water, in stdrage in Ruedi
Reservoir could be sold to the Eastern Slope at the time of the

spring runoff. By controlling the volume of water sold, the

!Western Slope would guarantee that its needs, both present and

future, would be fulfilled, as well as guaranteeing a stabilized

‘minimum level in Ruedi Reservoir to preserve recreation values.

Ruedi water held over in storage until April, when not needed
on the'Western Slope and when a good runoff year‘is predicted,
would be pumped into the Charles Boustead Tunnel, at a time
when the Boustead Tunnel is not carrying its full capacity,

by use of Mr. Elbert power generated by its own fall going down

the Otero Canal. By selling on a yearly basis, as needs and

supply indicate, no contractual ‘right or interest in the
continuation of flow would be aéquired.

Such a project would require intensive participation,



forever.
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS



the diversion records are prepared.

¥hat the:adverseVo? acts on the DlVlSlon Operations have been - uhy
Ways in which these adverse effects could ‘be alleflated and the JDB x
oper tlons 1ﬁproved L :

have‘chosen to answar-these,two;qnestions.in the same discussion.

The WDB has increased the Water“Commissioner's workload about 25%
owever, we are now gething better.records, therefore much of thls
addltlonal time has cone to good use. - In many cases their records
w reflect more vser supplied 1n10rmat10n. Considering our mileage-
allowance problems, I have encouraaed more user ouphlled 1nlormatlon
e. comm1531oner Pcels 1t is’ rellable.

e ASSistant Division anineer,*iﬁ"takes up too much of my time
continues to take even more. .So far I have been reluctant to pass’
th increasing amount of paperwork on to the Water Commissioners. In
most cases I can normally do what needs to be done quicker and more
efficiently by doing it nyself and with offlcp personnel. This procedure
has added a 257 workload to: the “officels': workload. I feel that the
responsiblity for the WIB on. the Division level should be eventually
placed in the hands of a full time WDB coordinator on the Division level'
or the water comrissioner's credentlals will need to be upgraded in the
Cvery near future, For instance 'in the larger, more complex districts,
it-is already necessary to look:.to the college graduate as probable
replacements. A new man coming into a position as commissioner by him-
"self has such a tremendous amount of initial information he must quick-
ily ‘digest concerning water: law, VDB, well information, ect., that.

‘he can no longer have just ihe credentlals ‘of the past and get by.

Thls sideline suggestion may geem‘lrrelevant to the problem at hand,

but we must face tomorrows problems today or our situation will worsen.
[One added benefit to upgrading water commissioner credentials would

be .an accompaning increase-in pay whlch would Ju tlfy the increased
workloads and respoq31b111t1es.,

It probably sounds llke to you that I an tryln” to unload the work onto
‘someone else. That is exactly the case, ‘Vhen T started with the
*Division of Water Resources in 1968 just 8 years ago there were only a
-couple of Assistants in the state, now of course, thers are 7, Since
that time the responsibilities, legal entanglements, and computer worke
load have become enormous and will continue to worsen. If in the future
the Assistants are to be Assistants to the Division Fngineers as they
wshould be, e must begin now- to delépate the comnutor vorkload,

mkys 1n whlch the JDB could be of more help to us.

1=P0531b1y the comﬂutﬁr could bo used to produce the initial blank water
commissioner reports at the beginning of the water year. This would
“save us a great deal of time in hand copying information, and expense

in xeroxing master copies for each district. Prepared "computer Sheets"
“would be easier to compare against for verification purposes later
*because the sheets would all have the same format,

fOnce a Piven water year!'s recordb are Chocked approved, . and glrned
that year's records need to be "sealed" so that additional data can! t
added or gubtracted with out soeClal handllnb.

Our part time water comm1551oners and. deputies should be given some of
the historic WDB work during the non irrigation season. They need the
jork ' so they can remain employed and not be on unemﬁlojment. Such a
Xy cedure would really help our DlVlSlon. ' , Y/

R ImEReR /7a/77/‘

: /77%5 «
/{ Qn/‘é gfy//';




p—

WATTR DATA BAT [ BATTHC-(Conb.) .

h). ¢ont-

Ve have already had some problems with the procedure of the water
commissioners 31gn1nc their records the following year after they have-
been corrected. 'ater commissioners who retire one year are difficult
to find the following year and they feel they should be paid for coming
in to sign them. Commissicners even move away after they retire and are
totally unavailable., To carry this signing problem one step further, a .
commissioner with many deputies really has troubvle getting each deputy
to sign for the ditches each administers. ‘I really don't have an idea
of how to sSolve this problem. :

The dally water log for the Colorado Pig Thomnson Froject wnlch is
computed by the Burean of Reclamation under the Pick Sloan Hissouri
Basin Program is already in a computerized form. This information

" should be put directly into the “DB without going through Division 5

or Division 1 personnel., Other transmountain diversion records are

" also coming out in computerized form and these also need to be put

directly into the DB without going through Division S handling.
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