
WaterSupply
The irrigationseason 2012 wasoneofthetopfivedriestyearsonrecordinthe
GunnisonBasin inwhichthesnowpackpeakedatonly68percentofaveragebasinwide The
2013snowpacktrackedmuchthesameasthepreviousseason infact itwasshapinguptobe
worse Withstoragesuppliesseverelydiminishedbythe2012drought thepossibilityofa
GunnisonTunnelcallontheUpperGunnisonRiverbasinwasarealthreattothejuniorstorage
rightswaitingfortherunofftobegintofillreservoirstoragedecrees Bytheendofthethird
weekinMarch2013 itappearedasthoughthepeaksnowpackhadoccurredandrunoffwas
beginningwithsupplyconditionslookingworsethan2012 Theweathertookapositiveturnand
attheendofthefirstweekinApril aseriesofwetstormsaddedoverthreeinchesofsnowwater
equivalenttothebasinintwoweekstime endingthesnowpackseasonatapproximately78
percentofthethirtyyearaverage AprilandMayremainedcoolandtherunoffcameoffslowly
totheadvantageofthewaitingwaterusers

TheGunnisonBasinreceiveddramaticmonsoonrainfallforthelastweekofJulyandthefirst
twoweeksofAugust ThehistoricrainfalleventinmidSeptemberthatcausedrecordflooding
onthefrontrangeresulting inbaseflowsonallstreamsintheGunnisonBasintoincreaseto
normalorabovenormalflowratesfortheremainderoftheseasonandsomereservoirswereable
tostorewaterinpriority

SurfaceWaterAdministration
TheAprilthroughJulyinflowtotheAspinallUnit BlueMesa MorrowPoint andCrystal
Reservoirs forthe2012wateryearwas32percentofnormal thesecondlowestinflowon

2013wasimprovedbutstillat
only52percentofnormal Asanothercomparisonshowingimprovedconditionsoverthe2012
irrigationseason thereservoirlostatotalof317000acrefeetduringthe2012seasonandended
theyearwithonly326600acrefeetinstorage Thisisthetypeofyearwhenreservoirstorageis
criticalandisthemainreasontheAspinallUnitwasbuilt Bycomparison duringthe2013

stirrigationseason theGunnisonTunnelbegandivertingwateronApril1 whichwasabouttwo
weekslaterthanexpectedduetocoolweatherconditionstheendofMarchandearlyApril and
contentinBlueMesaReservoirwas336370acrefeetatthattime Bytheendoftheirrigation
season becauseofthegenerousandextendedmonsoonseason BlueMesaReservoircontent
was348723acrefeetonOctober31 2013 Itactuallyincreasedincontent AspinallUnit
operationalcriteriaformaintainingbasetargetflowsintheLowerGunnisonfortheUpper
ColoradoRiverEndangeredFishRecoveryProgramwereaffectedbybacktobackdryyears

DuringDryandModeratelyDry
years ifBlueMesaReservoircontentdropsbelow600000acrefeet theWhitewaterbaseflow
targetisreducedfrom1050cfsto900cfsuntilBlueMesaReservoircontentexceeds600000
acrefeet Oneadministrationeffectofmaintainingthesetargetflowsisthatitkeepsthewater
rightfortheRedlandsPowerandCanalCo whole thusalleviatingapotentialcallbythatsenior
waterrightwhichisdownatthebottomofthestreamsystem

BecausetherunoffforecastforBlueMesawasprojectedtobeonly340000acrefeetasofApril
1 2013 variousmeetingswereheldwithgovernmentagenciesandwaterusersintheGunnison
andUncompahgreBasinstodealwiththedroughtconditionsandwhatappearedobvious acall
ontheupperGunnisonRiverbytheGunnisonTunnelandacallontheUncompahgreRiverby



theM DCanalfromtheUncompahgreValleyWaterUsersAssociation Thesetwomainstem
rivercallscalloutallofthestoragewaterdecreesinthetwobasins suchastheApsinallUnit

stSilverjackReservoir andRidgwayReservoir ThemostcriticaltimeperiodisfromApril1
untiltherunoffissufficienttosupplytheGunnisonTunnelrightandtheM DCanaldecrees
ConditionsweresuchthatitbecameevidentbythelastweekofMarchthisscenariowas
inevitable TheUpperGunnisonRiverWaterConservancyDistrictpurchasedacontractpoolof
water 4500acrefeet fromtheBureauofReclamationforthepurposeofmakingthatwater
availabletomeettheshortageattheGunnisonTunnel Whathappenedsubsequentlywasthatthe
weathercooperatedbyaddingoverthreeinchesofsnowwaterequivalentinthespanofabout
threeweeks NaturalflowintheGunnisonRiverabovetheGunnisonTunnelwassufficientto
supplythewaterrightuntiltheendofJunewhenstorageaccountsweredrawnupontokeepthe
Tunneldiversionwhole Becausesupplywasgoingtobeanissuethisseason theUncompahgre
ValleyWaterUsersAssociationoperatedat50percentdeliveryformostoftheirrigationseason

Inaddition duetoapotentialcallontheUpperGunnisonBasinbytheUncompahgreValley
WaterUsersAssociation theUpperGunnisonRiverWaterConservancyDistrict UGRWCD
requestedtheirsecondfillaccountinTaylorParkReservoirbereleasedtoincreasethenatural
flowintherivertosatisfytheGunnisonTunneldemand Aformalrequesttothisofficewas
madebyUVWUAforthereleaseandaccountingofsecondfilltocoverthenaturalflowshortage
attheTunnel inlieuoffirstfillstoragewater

ThesecondfillinTaylorParkReservoirhadaccumulatedjustover33000screfeet andreleases
fromthataccountwerenecessary tokeepthecallofftheriver bytheGunnisonTunnelfor
approximatelyonemonthfromtheendofJunetotheendofJulyandthenagain for
approximatelyonemonthfromthemiddleofAugusttothemiddleofSeptemberwhenthe
monsoonsincreasedbaseflowsthroughouttheentirebasin Incidentally thesecondfillwater
wasreleasedfortheusesofrecreationandpiscatorial notfordirectirrigationinvariousditches
andisaccountedasnaturalflowavailabletotheGunnisonTunnelonceitisreleasedfrom
CrystalDam Formanyusersintheupperbasin thisallowedthemenoughwaterandtimeto
irrigatemostoftheirhaycrop

OntheUncompahgreRiver acallbytheM DCanalwaskeptoffduetotheUncompahgre
ValleyWaterUsersAssociationsupplyingtheirsystemprimarilythroughtheGunnisonTunnel
Thelatespringsnowsandcoolspringweatherprovidedformoreprolongedrunoffconditions
thanexpected whichwasabigbonus giventhelackofsnowpackoverthewinter

InDistrict40 therunoffconditionsfromtheGrandMesawerepoorandwateruserswereusing
reservoirwaterbythefirstweekofJune Reservoirstorageiscriticalinthisarea thusthe
hundredsofreservoirsconstructedontheGrandMesa However thelateMarchandearlyApril
precipitationhelpedtodelaythetimingoftherunoffandreservoirwereabletofillpriortothe
mainstreamsystems WardCreekandSurfaceCreek goingoncall Theseasonendedwith
significantrainfallandnormalcarryoverstorage
17percent aswellasincreasedbaseflowsheadingintothenextseason Inaddition thetwenty
ninereservoirsonLerouxCreeksystemwereabletofillduringtherunoffperiod



ThestorageinPaoniaReservoirisprimarilyownedbytheFireMountainCanalCompany The
FireMountainCanalreliesonnaturalflowduringthespringuntiltherunoffseasonends thenit
reliesonstorageoutofPaoniaReservoir ThenaturalflowwascalledoutbytheShortDitchon
July2 2013 markingtheearliesttheFireMountainCanalhasgoneonstoragewatersincethe
reservoirwasconstructed

Surprisingly theSanMiguelRiverheldupfairlywell AcallfromtheHighlineCanalwas
ststexpectedearlierinJun andlastedonlyuntilJuly31duetothe

significantprecipitationduringthemonsoonseason

GroundwaterAdministration
TheWellPermittingPrograminDivision4continuestoprovidetimelyissuanceofexemptwell
permits Therewere189wellpermitsissuedwithinDivision4duringthe2013 wateryear on
trackwiththe191permitsissuedthepreviousyear whichcontinuesaratherstatictrendforthe
pastfouryears Theincreaseislikelyduetorealestatepricesbottomingoutandimprovementin
thelocaleconomyandrealestatemarket 150ofthetotal191permitswereexemptwellpermits
issuedbyScottKing theDivision4wellcommissioner Theremaining39nonexemptpermits
wereissuedbytheDivisions456TeamstaffoutoftheDenver DivisionofWaterResources
Office TheDivision4Officewill continueissuingexempt wellpermitsfortheforeseeable
future

WaterDistrict40isthelargestdistrictandmuchdevelopmentreliesonindividualwellsfor
watersupply Similarly developmentandgrowthinWaterDistricts59and60relyonindividual
wellsforwatersupply Duetotheavailabilityofatreatedpotablewatersupplythroughoutthe
UncompahgreValley comparativelyfewerdomesticusewellsaredrilledinDistricts41and68

AsallexemptwellpermitsinDivision4wereissuedoutoftheMontroseoffice staffhasspenta
considerableamountoftimeidentifyingandcorrectinginformationinthewellpermitdatabase
TheWellCommissionerhasalsoundertakenseveralGISprojectsinvolvingthisdatabasethatis
provingveryusefulingettingparcelinformationfromthecountiesinauseableformandmoving
towardreplacingthehanddrawingprocessonthepapermaps UseofAquamaphasallowedthe
WellCommissionertouseGISparceldatatoeasilyidentifyparcelsthatarelockedupwitha
permit HisuseofGISdatacontinuestoexpandtomakehimmoreefficientinapprovingand
trackingwellpermitapplications

OneeventofinterestinDiv4thisseasonincludedtheinstallationoftwohydroelectric
generatingstationsontheSouthCanal Hydroelectricusewascontemplatedintheoriginal
decreeandtheselowhead highvolumeunitsareoperatedundertheoriginaldecreeduringthe
irrigationseasononly Thefirstoneratedat4Megawatts thenextdownstreamunitisratedat
35Megawatts Thepenstockpipediameteriselevenfeetandcandivertinexcessof1000cubic
feetpersecond TheprojectwascompletedincooperationwiththeDeltaMontroseElectric
Association

HydrographicActivities
Div4hastwentynineSatelliteMonitoringStations SMS Nineofthesegagingstationsare
recordgagesthatarepublishedannually Thedatafromthesestationsmayallbefoundonthe



website WecooperatewiththeUSBureauof
Reclamationatfoursitesandpublishtwoofthese HydrographerJerryThrushcontinuesto
providehydrographicsupportforthisDivision WiththeassistanceofseveralWater
Commissioners Jerrymaintainstheninepublishedgages twentyadministrativegagesandkeeps
satellitemonitoringequipmentmaintained In2013 atotalof200measurementsweremadeby
Jerryandthewatercommissionersthatassisthim Inaddition JerryThrushwassubpoenaedto
testifyinBroomfieldforamurdertrialthatendedinamistrailin2012andwasretriedin2013

frontrangeDivision1hydrographicsupportasaresultofthe2012floodingontheSouthPlatte
RiverandtributariesthatdamagedordestroyednumerousrecordgaugesinthatDivision

Abandonment
ThedecennialabandonmentlistandprocessforDivision4wasconcludedin2013 Theoriginal
priortoallpreColoradoRiverCompactwaterrightsbeingremovedincludedlistincluded211
structures 64ofwhichwereremovedbeforepublishingtheinitiallistofwaterrightstoincluded

filingwiththecourt StatementsofObjectionswerefiledwiththe
roughthe

ownersprovidingsubstantialevidencerebuttingthepresumptionofabandonment Watercourt
case 11CW151 wasfiledinDecemberof2011andcontained100decreed waterrightsat88
structures Twoprotestswerefiledwiththewatercourt whichweresettledbytheprotestantand
thisofficewithoutatrail andthedecreewassignedbythewatercourtJudgeinOctober30
2013

Personnel
Withnostatewidehiringfreezeineffect Division4wasabletofillthreevacantpositions
However duringtheirrigationseason threewatercommissionersretiredorresigned leaving
Division4 onceagain shorthandedforpartoftheseason Thesepositionswereadeputy
positionontheGrandMesa adeputypositionintheupperNorthForkGunnisonarea andafull
timeleadwatercommissionerpositioninWaterDistrict60 theSanMiguelRiverBasin

CommunityInvolvement
Pastexperiencehasrevealedtheextremeimportanceofhavingrespectfulandtrusting
relationshipswiththevarietyofwateruseorganizationsandmembersofthecommunity
Withoutsuchtrustandrespect thisofficewouldhavelimitedeffectiveness Division4appears
tobesomewhatunique whereinthemajorwaterusergroupsworktogetherwiththegovernment
organizationsforthebettermentofthebasin Itisapleasuretobeapartofthatcooperation

TheDivision4staffwasgreatlyinvolvedin2013 withourwaterusersandweseesuch
interactionasanincreasinglyimportantpartofourresponsibilityaswaterstewards Tothisend
wefrequentlyattendedmeetingsoftheUpperGunnisonRiverWaterConservancyDistrict Tri
CountyWaterConservancyDistrict NorthForkWaterConservancyDistrict Uncompahgre
ValleyWaterUsersAssociationanditsBoardofDirectors FarmersWaterDevelopment
SurfaceCreekDitchandReservoirCompany GranbyDitchandReservoirCompany BigDitch
CompanyandParkReservoirCompany andotherwaterinterestgroups



TheDivisionEngineerconsistentlyattendedmeetingsoftheColoradoWaterConservation
Board SouthwestWaterConservationDistrictinDurango USForestService BureauofLand
Management andtheUSBureauofReclamation Notonlyisvaluableinputoffered thereisan
opportunitytobeinformedofmanyotherbasinissuespotentiallyaffectingthisoffice

OurpublicinvolvementincludedparticipationontheGunnisonandSanMiguelBasin
Roundtables bothfortheStatewideWaterSupplyinitiative orSWSI andtheInterbasin
CompactCommittee Wehaveworkedcloselywithboth
DNRaswellastheColoradoWaterConservationBoardinprovidingalocalperspectiveofbasin
waterissues Wehelpedidentifyexistingwatersuppliesandpointedoutareaswherefuture
growthmightbefacedwithwatershortages

ManyWaterCommissionersattendlocalwaterusermeetingsintheircommunities apractice
stronglyencouragedbythisoffice Astheyarethelocalwaterexpertsinthearea theycan
providelocalknowledgeandvaluableinput

SouthCanalHydroelectricProject2013 4Megawatts


