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DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

RALPH V KELLING JR P E

IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER

P 0 B OX 456

MONTROSE COLORADO 81407

OFFICE 249 5812 HOME 249 3823

November 25 1969

Mr C J Kuiper State Engineer
Division of ater Resources

101 Columbine tsuilding
1845 Shermsn Streat
Denver Colorado 80203

Dear ir Suiper

Attached hereto for your cwisideration ia the 6nnual Report

of 1969 Irrigation Division ivo 4 as required under the

provisions of Colorado law as procided in C R S I48 12 7
1963

RespectPully submitted

6 I
L7 h v t

Ralph V i elling Jr
Irrigation Division Eagineer

C J KUIPEH

S a e fnB heer
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IRFtIGATION DIVISION NUIABER FOUR

SFNATE BILL 61

Probably the one item of greatest significance thie year to our loeal

area waa tha enaotnent of Senate ill 81 the Water Right Deterrain

atimi estd Adminietratioa Act oP 1969 Under this la r the questiam

of tebulation of ter righte on a di4isicui wide integrated list

appears to be of grsatest eoncem to Iocel end region l water users

A number of regionsl meetinge have been sttanded by personnel from

thia office at whieh the etate engineer and othera and the Legis

lative Council Sxacutive Co ittae on later have recieaeed the iraport

of the nev law t public forums

The Supreme Court appointed the Hanorable Fred Calhoim to the poat oY

watar judga to repreaent Irrigation Division No 4 and in turn the

Court appointed Key Phillipa of ontroae es his waier clerk nd t aa

recently appointed Mr Slra Plils of Delta as water referee

Under this larP the division bouudary kias been changed to vrit

Disision 4 ahall canaist of all lends in the state of IIolorado in the

drainege basins of the Gunnison river and all o its tributaries the

Little Dolores river the San Miguel rivar ead that portion af the

Dolorea river and its tribu aries north oF the north toamahip line of

Toemship 45 North Iew i faxico Principal il4eridian In effect that

area in Former 9Ya er District 42 tributary to tha Colorado river ex

cepting the Little Dolores river end the Gunnison river and tributar

ies thereto daam to the conPluence of the Gunnison and Colorado rivera

are now a part oi Irrigation Division No 5 Furthar all former die

isional water districts kiave been abolished ae have wster commissioners

per se
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Ta date work continues on tabulations of decreee in the division by

areas of admiaiatration Hopefully these lists will ba completed by

the daadline dste of July 1 1970 as defined in Senate Dill 81

howevar a master tabulation of all decreed aater rights in the div

ision appears impossible let alone impractical to sccomplish by

the aforementioned date Please refer to lettar to A r C J Kuiper

State Engineer deted July 28 1969 in this regerd

GENERAS

An sverage to sery good water year was the rule in the divi sion not

withatanding several extended dry su er periods The winter snowpack

ws eaceptionally heevy being near record on Grsnd A esa end ar above

I average in the San Juen mountains Yet a normal high spring runoff did
i

not occur in many drainages with apparently mttch moisture going direct

ly into the mo mtain soils

Spring hail sad frost damege injured ome fruit crope in early season

but area wide good fall productians were obtained

Heavy rains occurred in mid June and most of Gctober easing administ

rat on throughout uch of the division Thie x y be further noted on

the water commiasionere total mileage for these months

I
The IIncDmpehgre Valley BVBater Users Associatioa wwa rnt 6 o demand on

a number of occasions during the surrrmer yet this eituation did not

appreciably affect the administretion between districts 41 and 68

P r C J uiper snd bir Donald Famburg were in the divisi on several

ocesaione to review the Kennah Creek eonditions This locality has been

extremely quiet this yeer and hopefully this may indicate tkiat some of

Ithe problems here are being resolved

It mey be of interest to note thet problem wise water districts 60 and 68

have received much attention thia yeer while otherwise the rest of ths
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division was rather quiat Some hangi ng ends of problems which are

aow under Diaision No 5 adaiinistration will hopefully fi nd reaal

uti from thia office before transfer ea initially r Smiths

field dutias hava not been in this ara so Par ss apeciFic problems

are cancerned Likewise I have encouraged B9r Saunders to continua

to assist thia dioieion with the adninistration of the Kennah Creek

Little Dolorea and Gateway areas

Numerous ordera l ve be issued again thie year for headgatee waste

gates end mestsuring devices Also inspectiarts ai reservoirs involvea

coneiderable time and reports of conditioms are submitted to Mr

Paddocks offiee

Sevaral meetings of we ter users hsve been arrsnged to resolve pecific

problems and numerous conserveacy diatrict meetings have been attended

during the year

DIUISIOId PROBLEMS OF REGIONAL IP TEREST

She Iowauna ditch alao lwrnm as the Bugecuttls in former O ater Dist

rict 60 was brought to our attention again this year In tha past a

gentlemans agreement wae enjayed Por joint uae of the water involved

being 1 3 to each p rty and in rhich legal counsel concurred Leat

fall one party enlarged the ditch et thsir own expense and he s made a

filing on excess waters and new lands have been put into production

under thie wnter right The other pesty objecte to this conditioa and

hae requested the interventi of our offiae Bo sically their reason

ing is that formerly they had received excess water end thie at no

added e cpense Numerous tripa w re made and meetinge arranged in an

attempt to resolve this dispute however the problem centers more on

the people i nvolved tLen on the scatsr With thia problem we were able

to apply the neav legislation S B 81 concerning headgates Y1f RE
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IdECESSARY jj in this case none is necessary ss sufficient wates

raisea doanstream to eupply all other rights

nother problem concerns the J J Foster ditch 0 25 cYs Por

irrigation in former later Dietrict 60 Possibly 15 years ago s

gropp oP farmers formed s compeny and dug a drainage trench across

seepy ground whera water flows continuously In so doing and appar

ently without towledge said conatructian left the ditch in questi

high nd dry The party omming tha water right ha s attempted for two

yesrs to move hie hesdgate upstream to secnre hia water Our involve

ment to date has been attempts to bring all parties togather to resolve

this situstion so Fer unsuccesafully At e point one party had the

dsputy sheriFf preaent in attempti g to support a no treepass sign

beyond wku ch the ditch ovmer vcould kiave to go with equipm t to reach

the stream with h3s ditch After our contact vith the sheriff and the

protagoniste their a torneys the situati was believed reeolved

Our poaitian has be that tha ditch ovuser ia legally correct and

circumstances now suggest that a court injunotivn or restraining order

is necessary in order for the owner to secure his water right

Presumsbly problems over w ter righta sriae continuously an s etate

wide bssis partly because of attornays v ho he ve neither a practical

nor legal watar be ckground In ame particular eituetion a letter

writirig caontest developed which necessarily involved explan tions of

whys and whereFares of the laws we a iempt to adminieter our inter

I prestations of these laxs and of some of the ghysical a nd time pro

I blams inherent in the diatribution of direct flow water

The Kennah Cr ek area has been extremely quiet this year apparently

due in part to a good watar yaar intereet snd aesistance in these

problems at the state level and tha fact tLet the court kias retained
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jurisdiction over certain areas here problems of adrin stration

I have been prevalent in the past HopeFully with the caurts inter

vontion und improved co unication bet ne this office and wster

usera many paet mieunderstandings will bo reeolved and uture coop

erati may improve relstionships

In another instance an order we s issued upon laarning of a ditch

break whereby water could be run through s nearby pare 11el ditch

and diverted back to the first ditch balow the break which brought

uAexpected complai nts To m rnowledge three partiee wrote letters

of protest concerning this iesue ranging from the morality involved

to the allegation that the water affieials play favorites Such e

reactionary stend does nathing inaofar as assisting to resol8e any

speciFic iseue et hend

Another problem of intereat a complsint thst under the new lsw

this cPfice should order the closing dovm of a so called illege l

diversion i e no decree heedgate or measuring device The part

icular circumstanoes involve the di ch in question diBerting turbid

w ter past a city pipeline intake and back to the stree m in order to

bype sa thia water and avoid subeequent filtration prablems Be sed ugon

I materielity of injury quantityj lost to complainant becausa of thie

diversion none request for reliei wea denied

I RESERVOIRS

The Game Fiah end Parka Department began construction and rehab

iiitation this fall on the iJpper and Lower pome raservoirs on Cochetopa

I Creek in former water distriet 28 Several inspections at the site were

made at the requeat oF Ivir F iV Paddock At the time of core trench

and atilling baein excavationflows of approximately 700 GPtvl ware en

I countared Apparently tha jab was late atarting hy oout six weeks but

i
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with good weather completion is expected in December At this writir g

rip rep has been placed and the job is proceeding satis actorily

Hehabilitation oP the eaa Lakes and Scales Na 3 reservoirs and a

number of Lsroux Creek reservoire hae been proceeding this fa1L The

Bailsy reaervoir on Leroux Creek rekiebilitetion consists of reising

end wi dening the dam proper emplacement of rip rap and spillw y re

construction

iirsmonte reservoir in former water district 60 has enjoyed excellent

fishing this year with tha impounded atorage b ing much greater than

local buffs had expected Leakage from the abutments has not ineresaed

appraciebly with increased atorage s might normally be expected The

owners have been advised to change the rording of their decree From

East Naturita Creek to Idiiddle Naturita Creek their source of supply

Blue Ai sa reaervoir achieved a maxiimim annusl storage oP 851 495 eore

feet on Oatober 81 1969

The Highline reservoir ne r 4ack camtinuea to plague its o m rs and

j Mr Paddock although o inepectiona at the aite hava been fewer this

I year

At the Silver Jack reservoir site on the Cimarron River the east abut

ment elipped this spring refar to co nents in this regard in the 1968

Anxival Report to the extent of about 500 000 cu yde oF earth A

concrete retaining wall has been constructed and drainage conduits em

emplaced i n en attempt to control alippage af this hillside Bureau

peraonnel are hopeful that this precautionary work will be aufficient

yet thie appears very questia iable in my mind
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PFRSONNEL

As has been anticipated from past experience we continue to enjoy

extended time lags when attempting to secure replacament personnel

through Civil Service channel In ths past our departmantal per

sonnel officer has advised Civil Service oP our anticipated require

menta a minimum of six months in advence in ordar that employmen

would commence at the beginning of our water season In one instance

initial personnel requests were submitted in Novemuer 1968 exame

were giren an iay 13 1969 and top scoti ng e pplicanta finally employ

ed the end of iHay and these on an emergency basis as this offioe was

nover adcised by Ciail Service of exem results and individual aoaring

In this ragerd it appears thera is conaiderable lack of commimicatian

snd appraciation oP the serbous need for personnel in the field at the

Ii beginning of a water seaaon Hopefully ia the Puture more prompt re

actiona on these majcters at the state lavel vrill occur in order the t

field personnel will be available or duty at the time and place of

their need

Personnel changes in our sta f thia year ara as Follows aurice

Li ndeay Dwayne 4ansker and Danny Hawkins were employed Pormerly

the position title w e Deputy Water Co seioner Prom a Civil Service

regieter in former pf D 42 Mr Roy Schroeder 1P D 40 resigned

and w a replaced by Mr Richard Belden trom a similar register in

YP D 40 fir Lyndon Fogg waa temporarily employed an an emarganey

basis due to att on the job injury of Russell certra Rusaell lost

the aight of one eye and has since recuperated sufficiently thst he

raturned to hie regular dutiea later in tha season t this time

Rueaell continues to be plsgued with complicetione from this injury

and is preaently on sick leave after a recent 4anvar operation

I An Intermedi te Clerk Pypist rs Doris Stithem was employed with
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this office on Auest 1 1969 9iter a t ree month initial period

the party wae released f rom employment for the good o the service

In this reg rd pleasa refer t6 a letter to the state engineer dated

October 30 1969 It ppeara extrsmely unfortvn e to both employee

end employer whereby upon employment in the state service under Civil

Service regulations sn individual is now considered to be on perm

anent status This spparently leaves na room for s supervisors right

to evaluate performeace on a provisional bsais or to question an

ability to pass a test compared to an the job qualificstions aad per

Formanca Certainly an employment interview ma not necessarily bring

to light pertinent data Hopefully Civil Service vPill re evaluate their

employment criteria with these thoughts in mind as I e asume that other

agencies i n the state heve been faced with the e me dile s

ANNII9L bIII EAGE REVIhVf

The annual mile ge through August of this year for Irrigati Division

No 4 was 117 063 miles which translates to 92 of our six year aver

iege As one might expebt thase igures relate initially to the except

ionelly good water year which generully has be enjoyed state wide

Rsther tnan presenting supporting data on mileage iigures here please

refer to the 1968 Annual Report Lsst yeara mileage figure through

Auguat wae 94 and previous to that 97 of average was the lowest

figure resched during tha six year period used as a base In eny budget

or other eealuntions be sed on theae figurea it should be noted that the

mileage llowsnce incressed from 0 08 to 0 10 mile effective Julq 1

1969

REC OBJ N AT IONS

It would appear to be timely to requeet that the state engineer establish

one Field office in Diviaion No 4 to be located at Cedaredge Because
8



of ooundary changes informer water distriat 2do 42 as a result of t e

anactment oP Senate Bill 81 and subsequant shifting of aresa of ad

miniatrative responsibility f ormer 7Yatar Diatrict No 63 and the

southern third of District ido 42 ahould now mast logically be under

the administrative supervieion of I r R E Robinson at Cedaredge

Pith fourte t or fi teari persannel under Bdr Robinson and with the

area havi ng a multiplicity of decrees the establishment oP a Pieldi

affice in this locality would appear to be highly desirable Offioe

rental space in the couuaunity is available however fumiture equip

ment and eupplies will need to be proeured through the etate office

It vrould eppear that aimilar reasoning would suggest the establiahm tt

i o a Pield office at Clifton now in Irrigation Division No 5

CONCLt3SI0NS

6n exceptionally good water year was enjoyed throughout the division

as is indicated by the act tkiat monthly precipitation at Blue Tea

reaervoir in Octaber wae in excesa oF 5 4 inones comp red to less

than aix i nches at Grand Junction in 1967 comnuted on an annual basie

iVew personnel were employed during the year to replace retirees end

resignees In this rege rd it appears that the Civil SerPi ce Co ission

should review their racruitment policies as they relate to the employing

agency

The enactment of S nate Bill 81 in mid year hopefully aaill be a milestane

in resolving the integre tion of wells problem Region lly the law does

not appear to present deleterious effects and the region surely will

enjoy the futura benefita to be obtained in reaolving the massive inte

gration of wells with surface rights in eastern slope areas

It is further evident that the new law hws been i nstrvmental in raising

the level of the unction of the department upon which so lsrge a part

of the states economy ia based
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