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t the preser t tirie it appears t at this water year cou3d almos be

called the ar rah Greey story as consideratle time na eff ort have

been expended irx an a teript to resolve some of the issues ir tris

roblem axea F ope ully parts of the conflict y be resolved by the

Court in he not too distant i uture 2t ater omanissior ers r 3aun

cters ard Fickens arE to be coxnmerded ior their hor est and consc

ientious ef arts cooperation and restraint ir administering this

most difiicult area itlzout due cooperation fronl many o th arties

involved

enerall y the 1 67 v ter year as very ood in Uivision 1v o 4 vith

manv timely saving rains occurri v V nen severe ir rigation wa cer

shorta es appeared to oe irminent lthou n this re ion c id not rec

eive the znassive ax3d continuaus rair s of riant eastern slope areas

rairl all he e vras receiv d at timely in ervals to interrupt ather

v ise 1on dry periods nd these rains aere o great v 1ue in rel

ievir g ne r arou ht conditions

T he aunrison V a Iley area possib3y eac the milc est winter in a ou

rorty years and spring soil oisture cor ditions Tvere there ore ex

trezaely dry v i prospects or a sum cer ha crop discour ing r ovr

ever a ood wirter sn ow pack ir che righ country anci su sequent

spring run off com ir ed witn very goo sumrrLer ana fali rairs to na ke
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la 67 a ooa v ater year in tn s ar a

low records of t e cr c nn hgre iver at the uolona r aein g station

have indicated a 53 4 0 rorrna Y lotiv For eh e r but apparertly

this condition did not ser ously i rl ure crop nrociuction or su mer

range for stock

A ximum stora e in t ae Ll ue Tulesa thc l r est reser roir in h e S

ureau of It cla nations Gurecan i Yro ject titias reacr ed on July 20

1967 when a total of t 74 9 0 r ti Tas i poun ed he last our of

concrete at the orrotiv oint reservoir dam ras co pleted tnis fall

ostvsick Far xoject construction vras in itiatect this spring at the

Silver ack resersoir daxnsite on the Gima rron ver and has con i ued

steadily throu hout the year

i Ze C unnison uxu el o eratecl by the i ncompah re ralle T 5ater Lisers

k4ssocia ion wa s shut dov early last i all i or repairs and said work

vras co anleted in the sprir prior to irri at o de nds on the tunnel

Ihe City oi iontrose re oved iz excess oi O v O cu ds oi silt

from t e Cit r reservoir en Ge ro u nit esd has co menced cor struction

oz th e airvic yr reservoir rhich v ill ecome a part oftihe city va er

supoly system

The l o m oi C edaredge s4as gr nted altez nate points of diversion by tne

Cotzrt or their pip li e rystezr urder a rew 1avr recuntiv passed by the

le islature

4 arious higiiwayr construc ion pro iec ts n Uivision o 4 havE e n

coinpletea tkiis yzar asid tneir ir L er requirerc n ts hwve eit er eer

cleareci throu h this o ice or contractea for a ith indiviaval or

raup V ter users

The Coloracio Game r ish and arks epartrnent co pleted co s ruct on

o s e i v r lir e reservoir n iesa oimty and ti e i irainon e reservoir
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ii San i u l ounty

n e z eral r it rancres suf ered se erel r a air h rear dUe to

late illi freazes e cr produc Lion in the Grand tu ction

Palisade area vuas rouai l yT cut to less t ar a 0 crop a t the

apple h rvest n ihe i edared e F ao ia rea was avera ed abcvt a

3 crop cantrast sugar beet procluction tivas be ter han aver

e tirit i otl ton age nd su ar con teni up a o ve verabe yiel cis One

sr a 11 tract near el ca was reported an ticia atir yield n eets ow

32 tons per acre nr or to arvest cizne

The i ssocia tion o xater o n ni ssioriers and l ieaut es of Irri atian Jiv

is on Nu aer held their an ua3 r eet ng in o atrose on u ust 3 1987

Jit L 22 rrle bers ttending

1 he tats n ineer held a hearing o une 12 19 67 in Grand uncti on

concerning e chan es nder the ra rJiord roject ana ciefined the

duties of ttne v er o mnissioner as they relate o t e re ulat on o

v rious ditcnes en oyfing said exchan es

he tragic death of t r ran k 3rezo ic occu re o Sep enaer 12 1 67

vJnen his vehicle wen out of control and ne vas ki tler at th Paoni

reservoir i iis passin is a reat loss not only to his famil and

riends aut i o he c epartmen as z e11 ti here e tivi 11 not be readily

replaced e fras an ex remely able emaloJee conscientious nd just

in ai1 his vror V ith vrater users and ne aarn ed the resaect of ma y

eo e in the orth I ork alley i or y is air nanner and zmpartial

jud er en ir vater aclrlinistration
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Vi i R D S1FcICT N0 28

As rnen ioned l efore ti e Gunn son all y vra s ex trenlely dry throughout

hc wa nter and spring seaso s and oi course all oz he district is

i ncladed in tnis statement Ho vever sunYner hay crops vere quite aod

due to ratner e tensive ra ns uch o the cutting nad to lay or t e

round for some vvee s and sozne r J have been lost aecause of excess

ive moisture co ter t As is riormal in a dry se sor the co izissioner

rsas l ept very busy distrioutir g av ilable irri t on ti TA 2Y irea

ranchers cor tinue to install head ates and luries oft n yritl he

corunissioners advice ancl assistance he ot aprin s reservoir age

rod ti as re r iar ed as the initial a u r ing by oti er parties trvas in

correct g air this year 4n e v ou a reservoir ope ra ec ur der rr nn ex

change aE reemen a aren ly to t e satisiaction of al1 arties Yir

1av ison con inues to assist S ureau o l eclamation ersonnel n

tneyr inziest gation stud ies of t e pro ose pper ua r iso roject

r ili le t ZSI a GT 3v 4Q

sitization si ilar to ar ah Cree ay ue evelopin on 4 sard Cree

ti rhere senior d rect i lo v decre s call for thair rygr ts earl in tr e

spring and before h e atural flow nas really develpoe rLn awkvvard

but practical solv ion has ueen to pe all resertroirs n rolved and

one consequence to tris type circum stiance has oeen tnat seven ciep

u ies rovJ otim 8 ci 1 oos as this ype of trarsportat on is essential

in this are in early sprin i ne To m of 4 ecaredge v s ranted a

cran e ofdecree urder t e new law concerr i r g alternate oints of

diversion and the meters on the various spr n s have ueen re oved

and measi rin devices are expec ed to e ins alleci o lo r inajor col

iluences i e a enturi tube in t e rmain li ne or as t eaver

Creek The Cverl n d Terror con lict vras na eiully resolved in

l



elta Distrsc t ourt this suruner when tne ourt ap arer tly required

the uverlar d ampany to install dershot structures in a number of

iributaries which are interaepted by the uverland G anal anc Tl ich

supply the s ni r criority of the lerror om an r i iessrs addock

ellin and r rezonick ere cal eri as itnesses A sizeabie leak

occurred n trre daan abutment t the eep Sloug reservoir near tne

hiyn wa er lir e and said leak was Eepai zed n tne fall upon ap roval

of lans su mitted to r adcocr lne Palzlsen reservoir ti as completed

this fall ar d ap rotied for iuture stora e ersor r el c r anbes itr in

the district re as Y o1lovrs r r oy Ulair has re laced rd r larence

Drexel at Crarvi ord a r Tames Garr has tal en ti e l ormer duties of r

lair in addition to ir Garrs ior er aut es and i r C 1 a rles

ooleyr h s reblz ced r F ranl rezonick in he i aonia area i iany pro

lerns v ere overcorae in he dis rict because of s ightl r over lOC j of

nor al snov pack on r nd esa possibltr ciue in part to the cloud

seedin o eral icns of the C rand l esa ater l sers ssoci tion

d i RI G T G 41

Lompletion oi re airs to z ea sections n t ne u unx ison unnel ti Jas

ac omplis ed prior to roject irr gation demands in the sz ring oi tx e

year The Uncorlpahgre ti aliey d ater users ssociation operatin

at ency for the wproject reacY a a lo o 65 of de nand in the sprin

vrnen an exceptionally loc i low rvn oi f exis ed on tr e ncon pahQre

l iver and prior to this areas receipt o rur erous very ocd rain s

olorado G me 1 ish and arlcs Departrzent erson Le lou ered S tieitzer

la e level 2 it in rliict Uctcber to cneck control gate sa eL r o er

ation nd to ermit additional cons tructien tvork he ii T of s lo t

rose is cur ertly involved n construction of tre t airview reserTroir

daa site and replacsment of new largEr s ze ipe in their aa restic
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line irom G erro Svar i it

xta T R 1STR C 2 QS 4u Ekr d 63

Generally a very good ts ter year as enjoyea in th s area r arred

onl y tre ccntiruir g conllict of iannah Creek asically tre pra

l m has beer as f ollovrs reservo r cr r ners ref used to t o or i

Savr ciers direct ver ual an d rr t e orders to open t ieir control g tes

in the sprir g aiter sEnior righ s nad de ver al r d rrit ten

demands upor the cozr nissionEr to by ass al l natural flo r 1 hercu por

the water oi ficials impeur ded s corabe n tv4ia reservoirs and the in

jured par r has taken his c se to I1 es L aunty istrict C ourt L or dan

a es and ud ement o 120 OvC n tr e late fall the Gi r of i rand

Jurction took ehe law nto tne r ovn ax ns and releasea said impounded

stora e s tiiey zeaared the dar z ould c safel cor tain this tivater

t roughout tne nter and sprin he t ter a ficials treated said re

leased storage as na ural i lotiv and acriinisterea it accor in ly 7 ne

trater o i icials aue recen tly ec n joined as par ies in the case i r

the Court Sorae eneficial results n opef aily vill be a t ained as auto

rnatio re orders a d other rzen surir deuices ave been reguesi ed oi tize

C ty an d tn e ranct ies eser o r roo1 r d in ti e iutL re i oth Usater

oi icials and ti rater users snall have su ici nt recer s to insure Ur at

all parties are receiving only that volume oi cvater to ti rhicn they are

legally entitle L ddi ior a11y the City r as been ain adz i seci o he

need to clari3y tr rougr ti e Gour sol e oi ti Eir decrer s wl icn re in

correct accoretin to i resent v sa E ope ull r t e az or s of the vrater

oi icaal s tf s yeer v ill ave u ture benel ic ial resul ts an possibly

some oi tr e ac TM ir istration orobler s a be resolveci Pro er trans ort

ation or all seasor s oz tne year a nd hones t r oopera ion o 11 par ies

vould assist greatl r a n solvi g zaiuc o t e pre lem whiv i novr e is s

l c l



1ne ater o lutior Gontrol Coru lissio a he State of Golorad o ield

a rzearin in C rand Junction in mid iay at rhic tizne the public was

i er an opportunity o iaresent testi or y concernir g the relat ve

classifications o streaz s in his area he Colorado Uarie isn and

i ar s L epartnent co ple ect construction of c e Iii hlir e rESer oir n ear

I iack o rever s rioL s lea s deW elo ed an iillin he east a butxaent s

ppasently in porous shale nterval and even i ter extel sive grout

ing he total lea am ounted to 8 10 cfs zanen tlze reser Toir vlas illed

to an eleva ci r of S2 on tize gags rod t appears that the iuture hign

v ater lire yv i11 pe about 40 45 on tr e a e rod as a this level the

leaic is reduced to about 2 3 cfs he rtedlands Povaer Uanal on the Gunn

ison r iver ups treaxa i rom Grand url ction ti as si ort 1 0 ci s o their

senior decree in tn e fall ar d as ti e co la r ot shut of enou unior

decreed rigY ts to zulfill their requ ireraen tr e ure v oF iteclamation

increased the r rele ses i ron lue i iesa reservoir to nee t eir derand

i nuri er of v ater usex maetings in cne district were atte ded by 1iessrs

Sa u ders and Tielling as well as r umerous tisits vsath a torneys

u t D1 i1 ilCT S 59 ar d 62

1 he i aylor ParY reservoir s pillea c uring he period of uly lz to

uly 2 1967 C o trolleci releases durin t e ye r ti rere reauested by

numerous individuals nd groups in ne uunnison area o or t in uet ter

r ori luctuatin f3ov s i or che benefi o resort onrners and sportsrierL

and said i 1ow ti s re u utied as i o11ow aG cfs irom ecer er 16 1 66

to xpril 3 1 67 1J0 cis durinr a 1 0 cfs rom Une 1 tc uly 4

250 ci s irom ul 5 tinrok r uctober and 50 cf s i rom 1 ioyember 1

through the end o E t e ef r All ar es includ inE w ter users ap ar

En tl vrere rre11 pleased tisitr this ar an e nent ar a sir iil r releases ill

be ob taired n 968 he u Bur au oft er l r a tion of iered rental

7 l



water on an ehchange b sis in tize u per C unnison area but a p rently

suf icient vrater ti aas a vailable and no users participated in this

initial r ragra ur oiz ice took over o eratior of the agin station

on Soap Cre k above Sapinero and a State owned automatic recorder r as

een install d t the station t number of water mcetings i n Gunnison

rave been a ttiended y bersonnel irom this office id m etin s lave

been conductea y the U per C un isora u ater onservancy istrict tivitn

Bureau of F eclania tion per soranel attendin and roject status and

study reveiv s of the L pper Uunnisox ro ec have peen the primary

agenda

A7 i k UTSTk CT i i3S 60 and 68

Since tne retirement of r Sullivan trir I oward a oble nd I

have impaseci u or Alvies time and lnaowledge of tkie area a any times

ir an ef ort to far iliariz ourselves in this arca i i e partly o the

iiannan reek con lict this yea r 1 have not had the time to spend

with ir i ionle in r ater District 00 and conseauentljr records Por

tYae year are ratner sranty iiopefully in crie near uture v e will

spend considera l e ime in the district farniliar zir g ourselves v i h

those struetures wnic ti have aeen administered in the past

The i olarado Game Fish nd l ar s iepar ment started constructian at

tne t iramonte resertioir site south of i orwood

In Gfater District 68 tr e u ter year was very g od ritn very few

probler s n mi er i h ead ates uvere re uilt fluxaies re set and a n

autosnatic recorGer titas inst 11ed at the Garnet trans mountain diver

sion on Oval reek ass
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