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Numerous interesting developments ha re occurred inM p
Z

Divisian 4 during the 1966 1 ater Year The sno r paek although far

less than avere ge was still sufficient to fill nearly 11 storage

rsservoirs No peak run off de e oped and the resulti n g sustained

yield held generally until late July at which time cash f rm

crops were in effect made in regs rd to their major water require

ment

The main result of a short v ter year appears to be in gen

eral better crops due to more effective rater control and application

by the individual irrigator Due to this circumstance the Gunnison

Valley he y crop a s very good

The San Juaia drainage was virtually barren of snow pack by

late August as wers the headwatars of a11 other river s stems in

Division 4 Stream run off depleted rery rQpidly as a result Farm

irrigators under the Uncompahgre Valley Ye ter Users Association how

ever and generally those throughout Divisian 4 enjoyed a very

good we ter year due to selective ccmversion of avail ble water from

hays to cash crops

Orcha rd crops more susceptible to damage from spring clim

tic variations by contrast had only poor to fair production values

i n 1966 The Falisade Grand Junetion pe ch area produced only about

a 35 erop due to a late f reeze Bing cherr3r production in the Paonia

1



t

STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIOATION OIV1310N NO 4

M NTR09E

FREDERICK W PADDOCK
IRRIOATION DIVISION ENOINEER

P O BOX 18

sue ECr

area was almost nil yet apple production here e n d 3 n the C edaredga

area w s very good

Livestock primarily sheep an d eattle did quite we11 on

summer range although range conditions were extremely dry in late

fa11 due to very sparce rainfall

Th bssoeiation of i1 e ter Co issioners and Deputies from

Irrigatio Division 4 held their Annual eetin on Idiay Z0 1966 in

Ma trose A picnic ras held in Delta City Park on August 14 1966 in

hcmor of IBr F Paddock at which time he vaas presented a pair of

binoculars from the Assaciation

Several personnel changes h ve occurred in the D141S10ri in

i966 Mr F II Paddock wa s promoted to the Denver office effective

September 1 1966 being replaced by IVlr R V Kelling Jr I r J A

Sullivan ih ater C ommissionex in District 60 retired effective Oct

ober 31 1966 The retirement af I Ir C Drexel is anticipated in Feb

ruary 1967

l ater District 28

All reser oirs were filled at the beginning of

the irrigation season w ith the excep ion of Needle Creek 1VIany Par

shall fltunes were inst lled throughout the later District under the

supervision and of en with the assistance of the ater Commissioner

Gage rods were i n stalled in Hot Springs Needle Creek and Nic Donaugh

Rea rvoirs 1 and 2 Rods were marked on three of these reservoirs by

personnel from this office The Vouga Reservoir operated under an ex

change agreement this year and apparently the parties involved have
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been pleased with the results li ith the continui ng addition of Par

shall flumes and reservoir gage rods the Commissianer is able bo

obtain more an d accurate records

i ter isirict 4

The Cedaredge pipeli e had a good canstruction

year with many feet of pipe 1 id and a number of Sparling meters in

pZace e t this ti me Ho ever problems az s anticipated to continue in

this district possibly due to the aggressive attitude of a few of

the local water users Automa tic recorders were in stalled in the Lone

Cabin Turn er and I Iinnesota ditches to resol e a b d situation there

The r sults are eompletely satisfactory and there have bean no compl

aints sinee The Beaver Dam Reservoir used 16 eubic yards of grout in

an attempt to solve some of their leakage problem Repai rs have been

made on numerous other reservoirs among them the Carl Smitn and Kissr

ras rvoirs The Overland Reservoir Compa ny has completed surve xing and

drilling in a study o a new dam site loeation Numerous inspectians

ha e beari made and consequent orders issued for headgates and measur

ang deeiees to rsplace inadequate canal and ditch structures Several

i nspection trips to resergoirs an Forest Iand have been made vrith

Forest Service personnel in tYiier anticipation that through this

office they will obtain improved and conditions over which rore have na

jurisdictian

TPfater Distriet 41
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1Yater District 41

The City of 1Vlontrose continued to have problems

rith its domestic water supply Cerro Summit Reservoir was drained

and almost 45 000 cubic yards of silt excava ed Their pipeline dev

eloped leaks which continue to be repaired A winter water supply is

anticipated from springs in Cedar Gulch and water is also available

from Tri County wells drilled this year south of to en in the LTncom

pahgre Valley alluvium The Gunnison tunnel has been elosed for rep

airs which requires another additional source of supply for city

water for amergencies The project was down to 60 70 of demand but

apparently no serious effects resulted

Fa er Districts 42 and 63

The 1966 irrigation season was generally very

quiet and satisfactory in both districts each having a fairly good

water year The Kannah Creek drainage was particularly quiet IJumerous

reservoirs on Grand Mesa ere maintained and several required res triet

ed storage until repairs are completed The Fruita reservoirs require

gage rods end leakage and subsidence are apparent on Reservoir 2

The eity has reJtained an engineering firm to correct these deficiencies

An important problem developed as e result of the Grand Mes ski area

project l iater f or this rec eatian facility has agparently not yet

been properly acquired and water users with early rights anticipat

ing future development of this area for recreation summer homes etc

are justifiably eoncerned Controls and regulations are therefore
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hoped to be est blished early to protest senior rights on a n already

ov r appropriated stream Several problems degeloped hearings were

held and appar tly the parties involved have been sa isfied

Ydater Districts 69 na 62

Due ta controlled 1 r releases fro Blue B esa

Reser roir tkse Ur eempa h ra Ve 11ey ater Users Asscciatian ha s enjoyed

one of the most even runs of rater they have ever had Project const

ructian continues ar orrov Foint Blue T iesa storage reached about

345 000 acre feet backing up the river to the Iola bridge The Bost

wick Park Froject has been authprized and bids 1et for initial canst

ruction The City of Gunnison Y ad a raste water problem eariy in the

summer har ever the additian of a waste ditch on the west side of

tovum may alleviate some of this condition ontrose leased some first

priority water an the Cimeoa ron River to supplement the city wi nter

w ter supply

Water istriet 60

Yr d A SulZivan was ill from January to mid

August 1966 and cansequently rater recards for this period are non

existant A pparently the water year was good here also although in

late August the natural flo w dropped rapidly and Ne turita and the

C olorado C aogerative Ditcln C ompany registered a compZaint about this

shortage However it appears their problem was primarily that of w ter

quality AlI reservoirs filled and crops were very good which again

attests to better water menagement in years of short supply The Li1y

5



STATE OF COLORADd

IRRIOATION DIVI5ION NO 4

MONTR05E

FREDERICK W PADDOCK
IRRIDATION DIVISION ENDINEER

P O BOX 15

aue ECr

lands Reservoir apparently has a serious erosian problem an the

da m fe ce due to heavy 4e actiom and no rip ra in place This

structure shall be critically examined in the spring and reco end

e tians for re habilitation made

ater District 81

A study was made including maps and e geologic

report of the 1 est Far dox Valley area and the problem existing

there between deereed surface rights and irrigation we11s On April

22 i966 a hearing was held in Paradox relative to this proble The

A S C S office in Norwaod has undertaken a study for the enlarge

znent of the Buekeye Reservoir at tnis time the eost is reported to be

about 2b0 000 A private enterpri se enlargement may be antieipated

One problem developed with a ditch o early priority the ditch in

question and Vdest Parados Creek being one and the same for some dist

ance Our decisian appears to injure no one and no complaints ha ve so

far materi lized

a ter District j 68

The vrater year in District 68 was exceptionally

good brought about an part by an early spring sn d no peak t runof f

Thus the natural flow held up vary vyell throughout the major part of

the irrigation seasan although snow pack was considerably below

normal N o serious problems ocenrred One should be mentioned as it is

anticipated this type of thing will occur more often in the future
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A reservoir cavern w s mi ned and drilled to tap a live stream

to be used as storage ta supply summer homes an@ cabins which ars

expected to be built No injury has yet occurred to the owners of

senior water rights Trrigated crops did verv well in part due to

a long growing sea san and more careful water man agemen t on tne part

oP the water user T e anticipate that Adr Noble ro ill take over the

duties of Nfr Sullivan in 1967

In conclusion it ha s been a plee sure to work

wa th the field personnel of Irrigaticm Division 4 Without their

cooperatiarcz and conscientious administration this repart would not

be possible

Ralph V Kelling Jr

Irrigatian Division gineer
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