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The 96 irrigation season started with a rather meafier appeaxing supply
oi water whieh ran a amvle 5upp y throngh the so called Qod season without

iloods and high aater thera ran out for a ro i reek period past the usi al

time when r F u atior starts e actua 1 y in ishe out the seasan with above

average flac s

Checking ritn the Cou ty F ter sion A ent cae ind trat 1ith the excention
of sugar beetsai cro s Jere better than norr al There taa s a rather heavy
loss of hay due to untimely but t relcome rainfall in Ju y and Au ust Average

production of sugar beet yie7 ds this ear appears at t is tirle to be fif een
tons per acre fc r the Grarld and Uncompal gre Va7 leys

tide mi ht add we hac an unusually heavy fi e1 d rork load tha s year although
there were no serious broblems in an one district

ater District 28
4

Our new water ommissiot er had a pretty tou h time on a zor Cree th s

year Tnis reek has been an administrative headache for a good r ax T years

I went over the cree r t ith him and t e ordered in headgates on all of the ditcheN
and a larger Pars a a F1uW e above the Vouga Reservcir Some repairs a1 d

releveling of structures is so needed e further orderer a ne a g ge rvd
an capa city tab l e for the Vouga Reservoir

I Ir Uavisot iad to re ate a do en r itches b y Moving rocks in the streasr
eca of Razor Creek This when ec uippec t rithlneti heac gates wi 1 be ar easy

creek to hanaZe He wi 1 be able with head ates a rld r easuring flumes to

deliv r measured amoun s o water to rhere y ose amouhts shoz ld o

Due to the rain fall upper Coehetopa Cree gave us r o spec3al problems

this season We are working with the totsers fbr adequate headgates and fltunes
in the near future on all of the ditches instead of part oi them

We now have four streams in this district ith reservoirs in the upper

reaches It is ama zing how much diiference some storage wate ma tes to all

concerr ed in uly and August less trouble for the administrative ofiicials

and more feed for the stocl nen
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ater F istrict

r i h sor e a rm t ais ir on our p rt the boores an

ex ort re in ram t is distr ct t k e requ irec time

have beer Division Engineer

z

sheets for t e a nt ual
for the first i e sir ce

have h d verv I itt1 e rouble in tk is cxistrict nis easot The only
reason 3 can igu out iar his district is thati it wa s a year af hi h rai a11

W43

e had one reservflir fai lure in wr ich sev re l ea cage deve oped and stopped

by our De utzr ater Cor riissioner F ran s Brezor ick l r Brezon ck gfl o ne lzelper

o wade out into waist deep taa er with him and anply blanse s nd a mattress

from be rol to sea off v e lea He ha r dled n extremel angerous itua ion
with exceller t judgement s i 1 ar d with r a mos ofus t rou d consider pl ain
r ri ouaa The l eservoir 3a Aon Minnesota Creek t ha s since been rebaired

d ti is l ak will r roba bly be o no f rther grobler to us Tx e owner also
vf

aic blank seals on other spo appearing tfl 5eep aridfor percol e a rav the
stora e

Three other dams we re r bui t GrandbJ f and 7 a nd Sackett R servoir
I3am F ch dam i ein rebui t and brou ht up to safe standarcis c rtaz nl y aids
the scenic ictare as 1e R a s malsi or easa er better a n znore economical

administration Another help is the ne r road the U S Forest Sexvice bui t
into Sackett aexd eir Johrason

I he r ew Deputy T i Ger Comrlissionex Charley r has strai htened out
severa problems on Druf Cree

Iater District

Tn t is district we had axx nusual ituation e had calls ior irater under

conditions which causec tis to make several inqLiiries e fr iirld the ditches af
the or ar ization fu 1 or a7 1 p actical nurposes bl at the wc ae sti17 calling
for more water S nce i riere are iou dis ricts it volved we watch this retty
closeZy t e eil1sed the call as h d re rnecl the tirater c own it would have
for a11 pr ctical purpc ses been z rz to titaste

a

F or three ae lc aeriad e toetered back and fort bet aecn cl ose administra

tior a d very ittle adxninistratior RainfalT occurred every fe ri a s e

are happy to say the ra infall wo o at and we h bnl y a minimum oi regu7 ation
to perform

hzite a bi of ha t ost here thi summer but other crops r rere excellent

For some reason fruit ripened slowly this last season a tzd come off f rom tksee
to five weeks later than usual

T ater District l 2

a nr ah Creek this year gave ti s more roblems t n the rest of the c i trict
i

put to etherA First f e had a hass7ie over irlterpretation oi decree ien Iater

tti hether the water officials had aLt ority o zrn flo hrou h the reservoir

or not As t izi s last invo ved t e Ei ty of Grand J on a nc their Water Sun r
ir tendar t the argum nt gpt prett T s l ron before we entered into a t a k in the
C tv ia aith a7 1 par ies preser t at one t me o reach a proper settler ent of

the issues tATe have been promisec a Jetter rom the cit r attorney ttirk ich we
have r ot ye received

Thin s went more t o th y urlder the Collbran Project this rear e
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refused to enforce the comtracts bet ree the Conservancv Uistrict and the users

on Big and Cottnnwood Creeks When tr e istrict men faund that the T nad c rum

hEir owri water it seer ed ta r e thi n s o srloother

The Palmer Di tch l ar Big Creek installed ne a headgate releve ed tneir

ParshalZ F1wne and ir staL c d n aiztommtic recorder For the pas three mont s

ti e Palmer I itch users h ve bragL ed abc ut how gaod their r rater suppl y was this
year The commission r and his cleput Aare ranp r

We had some m nor problems with the reservoir s orage and flowon Bu 1

Creek ome stora e tvras accumul at d by accic en t so far as I cari de ermine bu

we rere able to settle this amiab y

D t ri

No serious problems rose ka er altr ou t1LLis i s one c f tne dis ric s tied i
with the I istri t 1 call s or wa er we meni io ned earlier C here were a
niiinber of ehan e of paint of diversiotz action in tr is istrict oz e moving
water f rom 50 or bt3 m es or riore from the ori inal pr it t of civ ersion
GuriousT there tirere r o ob ections r ise by water users of arty sort The

Co rt therefore al owed tne ck az ges but wrote the decrees so that a1 decrees

made prior to this action h d priority over these decrees This will be one

of the pZaces we can use a FIydro rapher wk en we can get ane

n a char ge of point of diversion on hio cree trhich wauld only ove t at r

about one mi i e or so there tras a big objec ota This case has a rather far

reachin effect as a number oi years ago at public eetin to whick tl e

oi i s5iorer ti as invi ed und dic3 at end tre users of th s hio Creek voted
that naone would call in he water ommissioner 112ey lived up to thid
agreemen1 until tl is case hit court e re therefore i the process of

is uing orders for r ead ates and Parshall f umes to a1 who c o not have them

This is almost everyorte The comp7 etid6on of the PJ ue Y rtesa t nit of the

ti Pra j ect is a lsa a other factor en er Ln the picture

e c arzflt pre ict just r ot r many ehar cs ta i11 occtis ri h th e ydra lectric

plants in operatio ut t e carz see chan es are alread ta ing p3 aee iR e hope

we have a hydrographer pr i or to thi s ta se h up oizr Measurir points prior to

the Curecanti Blue Iesa perat iorz

istrict 60

In t is dist ict we are 3 osing o zr c mmissior er due to adv ncin a e Ie is

seve aty ti as year Fhi e we hate ta see hiM retire since it the rule or law
we no r operate u der re are t an iul we cou Leep him tr is 1ong e was ah e

to see that r ost of his problenz users put in r easurin eviees an he dgutes

where we had adMinistrative problems some of them as ate os 4ctaber

pi

The e s atex eve op anent Compar y tksoufh a reor arlization l ts at this
time owner of a1 d f the water ri hts t at are run ir their Gurley Can l
This shoul d e ir inate pro lem for both the water vfficials an the Compa y

rery oc hald e s share of s tock is notir equal Pr bably the Compa ny Sup wi11
w

have riore problems from now on th n he fcsrer erl had as people are never satis

fied with water division
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HaM1tings Iesa is no Ionger a b d prnb em but the r ew comriissioner will
have some problems around the i ot e Cone T souritain area and inthe area ea st

of Nucla and Naturita Another area of problems he naay encounter i s t e
conflictir g use of reservoir or power water versus direct flow use by riva
power corporations

Water District 6
Iri this district e c nmi sioner and m s f refusecl to admir ister e1 Is

wk ich are a7 leged to be ta 9 water from P radox Creek Since the e11 water

or rotuld rater is not covered b T sta utes directin the aater officials how

to nroceed t e further refused ta Urrite a rulir g givir g it ora luv

We did however go over t e Para d ox Valley in cietai to al l decreed ditches

a d t e zr question The Pas adoy Valley is principall T eor posec oz salt
beds of ermosa formation ly in in a south asterl r b northtresterlv

be rirtg Faults running ar approximate ri ht n e5 have silver a nc eopper

deposits A11 w ter en teri L the vall ey as to ie art at1 a luvial ti1 1

ells goin tI7rou h the overburdet into sa2t forrration s Mp1UT a11o r he

water therein to litera T fall into great d pths be or d tti e poi f r cla

mation a d use Such tiyell shoL rl of cot rse ae sea ea It ould ppe r to

thattwo wells may very re11 b depletin the stream of probabl 5 cubic
f et per sec nd

of hat I am et ing at i t r a Cor issiqner Garber and m3rse f were amed n

a a4i SUi ir which the p airitiffs have askec he court to ciirect us o sriut

down the e l a nc to place th a 1 owners unc er injunction not to u e the

rells Its aiti e possible thi may rlever go to trial t is howevEr or E

more argtunent we I for ood round water cod e

ater I istric t 62
Some qf the decreed aters of t i dis rict ztirere transferred upstr azn as

a resul t o the lue l i sa Uni bf the C zrec r ti Pro ect The comment adein

our rer ort far District S9 covers the situ ion in thi district a the tiaaters
so moved in this district were moved into Flistrict 59

P r Hoflnaxu had some troublci on itt e Cim ia rron Creek Most oi t ese

were settled by re din irom the statu e t e owner or u5ers duties and t ze
water off cials duties

As we ur rstarzd i t he B1ue a Dam is about 50 complete i ir

Ho mann d if re preparing or p annin as bes we caxz for storage

op ion a r c ie1 iver Te hflpe we w ll h ve drogra her prior to oper

ation of Blue Mesa Reservoir However w wi17 in any event have a t a b1 plan

and m e of o eration work d out by next Apri7 h rdro rapher or not Probably
we r ll rzeed an alterna plan rhat we do with a hydrographer and what we

o without one

District

Due to the combinin of small ranches into 7 arger units est Creek is

the or Iy stream the commissaor er has to I oa after For the most part trater

users are very coopera ive By and 1 arge the have a bet er than average

attitude toward our epartment ie fee this is due o the excellent work
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or Corimissioner Saunders who is their fxrst and to date on1 rater

com issior er

He has insisted f rorz the start a is adminis r tian oti Parsha7 2 F Um s
and headgates with spillways Once the creek was stabilized by good struc
tures the problems were over

ter i trict hg

Tn this district we note i a many ca es e trer e y heav nse of water

for the current year ot only ir his district but over the Division as a
i rhole many of our people try to solve all of their a ricultural problems
with rlare water This ear being or e in which there tya s Iit le regtzlation
even ditehes wi tl margina water ri hts for the mast paxt ran more tharz the
necessary 3 acre feet per acre needed for maximum prodtzct on Iiue to change

of ownership nany of our Y ormer problems no onger e xi in this district

There is a greater tendency to view the future with optimism as this district
is one with definite recreatiqnal possibilities

i
The aater commissioner oi this clistrict ynore tpaan avera ability

to get a onn rith people As ne rl as can tel l prob b1 c 7S c r t

of his i ater users feel he is doin a goo job he users t tk downstre m

distriet E t 3i r 4I likewise reel he zs treating t em airly n view of this
we feel he is doin an excellent job l

r

This year he has iven us a new total for overalt acrea e ir his district
wllzich revised figure ti re belive to b rnore reasonabl r accurate t at arly heretofor
given us Du of ura ter i h s year in this district firyure u fl be approxirsa ely
31 2 tfl l acre feet per acre f or tx e w olc 1 ie t e to give a

bu per erop o ia r ich is tneir princi e cron So e si age corn is raised
and 3 r ields of su ar beets Altitude is tre imitir factor for farmers
oz this rict

Tn onclusion tre wo d li e to mal e t e following recommendations
l I e need ar c ro rapher ir Divisinn J at d tae recormer d that iunds be

requested for one We l z derst3 r d sor e ti ater lxse s orgar izatior are a so

requesting he serzrices of hydra rapher

2 e ecor nend the rule n requirit all Urritten order or head ates nd

mQ urir g o b si ned 1 the it isiqn F gine s be no i ed o permi water

qamm s ners i to is ue their owr orders

y

faxt r recoru es d t a sma l amourlt of addztionaZ h drogra hi c
equipment be issued our rc3ivis on e p rticu ar1y need a 50 pound l oltiunbus
weight and a cable car winch frame ar d ainch yb issued us for cahle car
measurements The reason tre recommend this is t at until such time a tae have

wt a S u s r n 7La hYd pher it wil7 be necessary t ke our own hydrographic or

de ivery of water 3ri evEnt we et a iydrographer he wola d still need the
ec uipment
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4L Fe believe a stud of co lictin are s in administration of water
be tireer Colorado a d the i7 5 Goverr met tai encies should be made ur

congressmen and senators probabl shoul d be asked to supnort and push for
passage of the measure to c efine state and ederal authority over water
Usurpation of our epar Mentt dutiea in re ard to water ri hts could cause
a severe impac on t e entire tat s ecanomy C ne couZd write a book on tl is
subject

Slowly year by ea tiy e notice a shift from irrigatior water to pawer
munieipa and ma r ufactzaring purposes There i ie usual ematior al outcxn

that the ot er fe ot wa tes the water ur observatio over a period of

twent T years is tha t our present practice of irrigation i ram open ditches
i5 probably about as wastef u of taater as or e may r r it C an ing the use
of our waters to p arposes o n er than irrigation y ri 11 resul t in k he ins all
ation of ipelines for carria e and it is not u t like y that our dit hes or

irrig tiorl wi 1 be Titaed with concrete and other imper vio materia s iri
the t ot dista t f ture b some eases the water iaill be put n pipes Duty
of tiaater should an ril ly be studied and defined One ha s t e feelir g at times
of staxzdit on the threshold of a corxplete tzew era oi use of water a r1d of E

history

as 1y aIl field books for I3ivzson No l are in on time for the first tim e
in the last 1 5 yea s O ae man wh o never got t e n in Before was first

tn tk e one rho w s first for 11 year5 turned in his book last

Very truly yours

le GrJ a

Frederic W Paddock

Irrigatio Division F gineer
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