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Desr ¥r, Whitten:

We had a rather unique year for Irrigation Division #% during the current
seagson for 1962.

A1l of the Hater/éistriets hed one thing in common, a late peak for the
snow runoff, being, relatively speaking, low in volume and an extremely 1ong
ronoff periad in time. Because of this, very little regulation was needed in
most of the’districts, in some cased for only a short period of three weeks.

Because of the plentiful supply of water, there were few valid complaints

‘made, which took a great deal of pressure off our department.

In two or three instances we had protests against reservoirs running some
storage and refilling; however since those making the complallb had all of their
priorities fllled the matter complained of was dropped.

Cherges were filed by three towns and a Ditch Company and a Cattle Company
asking for my removal from office. The Civil Service Commission's findings ind-
icate that T am a most undiplomatic and untactful person. Y am afraid that at
times I will have to agree. Their ruling, however, was in my favor, I am happy
to say. I believe the other Division Engin¢ers should be informed in detail of
this happening, and such other administrative personnel of our department of
somewhat similar duties, s® that if p0551b1e a similar happening does not oceur
in other parts of the state. It "would further appesr from the testimony in ny,
hearing that our Division is behind most oq the rest of the state, and is haveng
to catch up at an accelersted rate, in regard to headgates, spillgates and mea-
suring devices. \

‘One of the chief reasons I won was the unqualified backing I received from
ﬁ #ﬁ‘—‘— c ’V\#

P

Water Distride #28 for the first time in many years received a corplete re-
port on ditches. Mr. Hicks and myself discussed the 31tuat10n and both felt thet
with a dam the size of the Blue Mesa Reseevoir Dam under construction, the best
protection we could give all concerned was to start keeping more records. Com-
missioner Hicks reported over 192 ditches, and by the end of next year we ‘hope to
have them all. We will also start keeping close tab on the new storage reservoirs.

Mr, Hicks reports show that it is thezopinion of some ranchers that there has
been a tendency among users to apply too m%ch water. The resulis noted by those
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interested,  are that "r1at" or wwamp grasses are replacing the timothy, orcheard,
and other valuable grasses. It also has killed out the red clover and other le-
gumes mixed with the better grasses.

Several drains built in this district are enabling several ranches to harvest
lands that had become too wet to farm.

My, Hicks further notes and reports that return flows from the extra waters
appljedin later summer from the reservoirs on Razor and Hotsprings Creeks are aiding
many more ditches than they were originally built for, and he predicts further
benefits from Needle Creek Reservoir.

There were no calls from Cochetopa Creek this year, for the second time in
about the last 14 years.
‘ £ e in +w¢= J.'+GL\.¢-5
Work on Miway 50 prevented some use of water, for six weeks. All in all he
says it was a very good year. '

A
In Water Districé”io, our office and the Water Commissioner had no admimistra-
tive problems. We understand a hearing was held in regard to the Orchard City pipe-
line exchange, but to date have heard of no results. We have been going along as
usual as a result. :

We did have a major failure of a dam this year, although no demage was done.
Simply stated, the foundation appeared to slide under the downstream section of
the Knox Reservoir Dam, casusing the downstream face immedistely below the crown
to crack and separate, for about 200 feet of the dam. This dam has been used for
holdover storage at a level near the highwater line and,as a result, it appears
the foundation has filled up to a supersaturated point, allowing the slide to
OCCUT. We believe [/ #o ba a Fypical case Frow lack of proper dyvangge,

We inspected the Cole #5, and the Hotel Twin Lake Reservolr Dams on comp-
letion., Both structures appear to meet the mimimum requirements of your office.
Changes in plans on the Hotel Twin Lake Reservoir Dam sppeared to agree with what
was discussed by Mr. L. D. Morrill, éngineer for the owner, with Mr. 1. Rees Brooks
of our Hepartment,

It appears to us that more detailed engineering must be done on future struc-
tures in this area. Some of my reports 12 years ago went into the subject of the
soils in theés district, it being my position that we did not in all cases have
the world's best material for dams. Dams made of silts and rock flour surprise
one at times with how well they stand up, even though in many cases insufficient
engineering and sound construction took place or-were.not follewed. . h

In Water Districti£%1 we had our usual problem when it became necessary for



(7)
I make mention that a hydrographic investigation is being
made in Water District No. 42 on Kannah Creek to make certain determinations
of conditions which may be imposed by the Court in connection with certain
changes in points of diversion of several water rights which have been granted
by the Court.

Some trouble developed at the Bull Basin Reservoir Dam when
a crack appeared below the high-water line and it appeared necessary that
restrictions in stage of storage be imposed. The crack is irregular,
parallels the crest, and goes from near the high-water line at the outlet
valve control southerly to a point about four feet below the high-water line.
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the Uncompahgre Valley Water Users to proPate water. However, as this took place
for only 2-1/2 weeks instead of sbout 60 or 70 days, as usual, we all concluded
it wes a wonderful water yesr.

There is great interest in Districts A1 and 68 in the proposed Ridgway Pro-
ject. Stated simply, the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation proposes to build a reservoir
below Ridgway to store about 125,000 to 150,000 acre feet of water. There are
proposals for primary and supplemental uses of irrigation water, and water for
domestic and industrial uses. Flood control is an important feature. All in 211,
we feel that the project has much to recormend it. The Uncompahgre Valley Water
Users have been replacing abou¥4,000-ef-a-75000-foot-sipheg, and we understand
will have a new headgete and divérsion works fbr the Mé& D Canal next season. It
is a much needed 1mprovament. o Lo J

-

{ In Water Dlstrict #42, we will mention that a hydrographiec survey has been P

'made oh Kannah Creek. We hope when the results are announced that all of our T

local problems will be solved. It appears that new ouners may teke over, and :

we entertain optimistic thoughts that new faces and attitudes will help greatxy /
Bull Basin Reservoir Dam cracked below the high water 11ney‘we apnlled a

restriction and made the owners respondible & looking after the situation 4~

| umidd®y, A Soil Conservation employee made some level measurementgy and stated
that we were in error in regard to the elevation of the crack. We made a return
tripy took pictures and more levels. The crack is irregular, parallels the

crest and goes from haer the highwater line at the ou*let valve control southerly
to a point about four feet below the highwater line, ; 2

®§e~ye%w

A ¥lide took place on Cottonwood Reservoir while the Bureau of Reclamation
was rebuilding it. The reservoir was drained for the rebuilding when it occurred.
The dam was rehabilitated and a new outlet built. We mentlon this simply because
it is our experience that when water saturates the earthen materials on Grand Mesa,
sudden or complete withdrawal of storage onj3:1 or steeper slope# quite often
causes 3liding of embankments.

i

Cormigsioner Saunders and mgmoif feel that.aewaf the 1963 irrigation seasony
we wéll begin to have administrative problems under the Collbran Project of a
different nature and scope than we have previously encountered, For 1nstance, ve
will have a domestic water problem approaching on Cottonwood Creek. Only a pipe-
line will adequately solve this. Already Plateau Creek is flowing heavier in
July and August than it has in the last 20 years.of—my-om knuiuledhe. The Vega
storage is doing this. The Ute appropriation for a domestic pipeline will cut this
somey but not all. We understand another reservolr and ditch on the North side of
the Plateau are proposed. (
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On July 20, 1960, we received written notice that the Redlands Water and

Pover Company wanted more flow turned down to them on the Gunnison River in the

istrict. Due to a severe water shortage and their date of appropriation of
1912 . we could not help them. We hope when the Blue Mesa Dam operates, as the
Crawgord and Paonia Dams now do, that the additional flows may make a sufficient
difference of no shortage for them, even though they have a junior decree.

As we view it, changes now are so fast they far overbBhadow current problems
and quite often we camaot predict the end result.

Water Districts: # 59 and 62 are now administered by Mr, Edwin Hofmann, who
was appointed cting Water Commissioner after the death of Mr. Henry Koch. He
is assisted by ﬁeputy in District ‘%59, Mr. Hilllam Rh@des.

Due to the favorable water year both men had a nice time getting into the
swing of things. There were no par{icular problems in either Wistrict in 1962,

Work 1s progressing on both the Blue Mesz and Morrow Point Dams. The bridges
and road changes hecessary because of the construction at the Blue Mesa Dam site
are almost ready for use. Here too are major changes. We cannot tell yet what
all of our b@8nefits in the wa‘ber plcture will be, but we have reason to believe
we will benefit.

) N \\:\
" In Water District $#60, we were asked to step in and write a letter which

would deprive a water company of their subsidy payments from the U, S. Depart-
i ment of Agriculture. We took the position that this was not our problem and
a bowad out. , -

Smeys;re in progress in this dlstrict by the Bureasu of Reclamation, along
he San Miguel River. FPlans are too indefinite to mention at this point.
Fromperer T

We assisted the Town of Nucla last spring; when the Town Storage E{am ,through
heavy leakageé‘“ and heavy use of water, ran short of water for a three or four week
period. The suggestion ma#le by you and Mr. Bwens was followed, and a drain was
constructed into the sump and a new pump installed to pump the leakage back :mto
the reservoir. This we think is the most practical solution to their problem
although if a means can be devised to stop the leakage to & great extent, tha%
would possibly be even better, in conjunction with the drain and pump.

The Gurley Reservoir Dam sto¥ed water at the 60.5 level this year and it makes
theilake appear much greater. Holdover storage for domestic use will probably av-
erage 2,000 acre feet from now on.

In Water District ;!61 we have no new projects to report, but we note that stor-
age and flow use of water were most unusuvally high. T assisted the Water Commissioner
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on two occasions by driving over to his dlstrlct and attending meetings with
- water users at his and their requesti  This ‘district receives its supply of water
- from the eastern slopes of the Ia Sal’Fbuntains in Utah, and there is small chance
' of increasing their supply. If it snows they get it, if 1t does not snow they
do with less or without. /

In Water District-#éB Commissioner Saunders finds that the newly completed
reservoirs are not only serving the owners; but are' adding to the flow of the
West Creek by waste, seepage, and making springs flow greater, which accrues to
the benefit of the Creek. Being used to getting by on small amounts of water, the
users in this 'distriet do not fuss as much as they do in'districts having greater
supplies.

District #68, like District ﬁ&y did well this year. Outéide of Horsefly
Creek. a1l users were well satigfied., There was cne lawsult below the headgate
not involving the water officials. A great deal of what was said in our report
of District'¥,1 also applies to this District.

By way of conclusion, I have more office callers now than ever before. Most
of their questions are of the nature of what is going to happen in, the near future
with the dams being built. At this point I cannot say, other thafrgdod to accurate
messuring devices and possibly the increasing use of automatic registers will solve,
partially, at least, some of our problems and questions.

We will shortly need a hydrographbr, and I recommend that all‘ébmmissioners
be paid on an annual basis., IYtifs possible when this occurs we can cut down on
the number of @eputies. I am not sure bul have started a personal study of this
point.

T am making a personal stully of a problem area in Water District #40, tﬁﬁ!ﬂb N
toward the end of next season, I hope to have some ansvers.

T wish that I could express in words my appreciation for the confidence and
assistance rendered to me by you and the members of your staffy  during those mom-
- . ents when the chips were down and I was under attack for the performance of my
~: duty. ZLooking back, I will say I would handle some situations in a different man-

& ner, but I would still have to make the same rulings, as there was ho other way

%o go.
The Statistical report is attached.
Very truly yours,

Ykt bt A

Frederick W. Paddock
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