STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. 4
MONTROSE

FREDERICK W. PADDOCK
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENBGINEER

P. O. BOX 1§
SUBJECT:

Annual Report, 1961
Ir. Je E. Yhitten
State IEngilneer
Denver, Colorado
Dear Sir:
- L) . 1
We herewith subnit our annual report for 19561.

As the years go by, one reaches an inescanable oninion that tere is no such thing
as an average year, nor are the water problems of any water shed ever settled in anv

manner more than temporarily. ¥e will say, however, that each yvear we sce sone very
peculiar things in regard to ruaning of water. In Division Feur our year of 19561
certainly f£its with the azbove statements.
Snoy on the San liguel and Guanicon Wétersheds fell late in the winter and early
the spring. Uater content on 2ll snow or water sheds wes low, based on the ten

or twenty year records of averages. 2Run off started rather slox7v, but by the time

irrigation water was really nee ded rere vas plenty. The early surmer growing sesson

was excellent and rather larger than usual first cuttings of hay were made. All crons
grew well,

However, in early July the flow dropped off to meager amounts, leaving only the
early water rights with an arple water sunnly. This condition lasted for abouts three

7 b

weeks, end 1t then comnenced to rain. The shortage, beeen together with the fact

hat there had been no precipitation during May end JLne ,sade this three-wreek period

L

L IR ) PR S 1 s PR I -
pretty bade The striking tring about the above sit QELO%/QQS thaty once 1t cormenced
to raing it rained intermittently for\ubout sixty days, causing grest losses in the

>

harvest period, Third cutting 187y grain ond bean crops in nart quy were hit by

o

to the farmers =nd ranchers. Cabttle

0

the wet weather. There was heavy financial los

and sheep, however, did well.



g
/
Return flows from the irrigation of lands under these reservoirs

have immeasurably improved and stabilized the flows in the
Razor Creek and Hot Springs Creek Ditches.
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Suecifica71y, b Jigtriets, we rewort as follows:

ict we hod our chronic shortages on Tomichi ond Cochetopa Creeks,
Quartz Creelr held up well, as it ususlly does.
The tater commissioner reports one hew reservoir dam under construction. The

Hotfprings and Vouga Reservolrs were visited by lr. Hicks and myseXf and found-te
N

I

appear in good order. We noted new concrete work done to checl: spillway raveli
S T g

P
C“l

s T
on the Vouga Dam which appears to have effectivesy checked trouble Tor that structuree

i

Seepage appearé to have decreased on both

41

the Vouga and ot Springss as best we can tell

Tom in ber“1ttant inspections.

Probeably our biggest problem.in Digtrict o the neservoir‘ConpaixfE

; TS b@r%m@?efﬁ’@%her“*ear ta force th e'”qber Comwissionér to be the Company /
)l

#

Suo?rlntendunt in Lpe distribution of the reservoir water r"“o*n the TVouga Res orvoWri
Onfthe house by‘Way of expense, of course.
)

Razor Creel ditch flows have been irmeasurably inproved as have the Fobt Sprincs

) Creel: ditches with_fhe operation of these reservoirs, by return flows from “he add-

itional water at later dates =

an when the enbire irrigation season for the strean was
geared solely toc direct £low.
In past yee Cowz issioner Hicks has fell that the expence of lkeening records

<

was not justified;and we havVe concurred with his reasoning in that metter. This rear

lie has prepared and sub“ﬁpdeu an ahhual renport, which ig incornorated in thils report

The start of “the Blue Mesa Unit of the Curecanti Project has nade it necessary

doing an excellent job, e belisve, as he

]
e
3
i
0]
o
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]_l.

Y eume ve group of water users in our
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Division. Prohadly 5079 of the Commissimner and

ok app-
rullngs are appealed %o your office or
several Vears)since the State sr's
\Z zctions naring the Vaber 0077 ohu~s, we
would like to state with quile = Ibt of Sati':VCulol such actlons have largely stopped.

3T

A Crand Yeszs Wabter Conserveancy Dilstrict has been formed

k] Fa XN XN

explored to build another dam on Imuddy Creel:r some fifteen :

Paonia Dome The proposal is mecting with great interest in tu
Redlands Yesa and Cedaredze. There ere several serious nroblens to solve and costs

will probably be guite gpeat 1f this propossl resches “he construction meejieet stage.
On ZerouX‘Cree} lu was ncceccary for the Ccm?ssinner to issne s@mew%hlrty odd

L

[ £ - ~ 1. 1Y, ™ A . :
oo the Teroux Creelr Walteor Users Assocs

Pershall flume revzir or installat?

1T T

and >four or five other private indi
/

”to,
the Corﬁ geioner

}.JA

n this task which required three days G typing ALtO"eu“or

Leroux Creek used up ten dars of our vime in fHugust and Septerber.

The Paonia Deservoir was not completed in tine for storage in 1961d In 1962

this reservoir should help greatly in reducing June floods at Paonia and Deltay and

EX

alleviate s

(ad S r LR

ortage of water for

changes are worked out, there will be flow used cbove the reservoir., Agreerents are

£

not yet cormpleted.

Worlt on the fzce of the Beaver Dam &
proximately 507 by Parchall Flume measurerent. Your detailed reports from lr. Lecsg
Brooks will cover the slides that have worried us for tie past two years. It apnecrs
the major lealrage at thelr sites can be stopned.

8y -
Three years ago, an injunction suilt was brought‘ (&) on 0zl Creck grainst i

Din
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neighbor, AB} which neighbor also uses waber on an adjol rmber shede  The sult

was o restrsin B from molesting’ the flow of the Creel up nesr the rim of Brand llesa,

W)
I_J-
Q
[
S
e}
[e]
} Yo
jn}
k-
l_l_

she creek divides and flows two WTysgﬁto Nglz and Doughspoon Creek

The court issued an iniunction against both parties, which was appealed by party A

ol

to the Suprene Court of Colorado. The District Court was upheld in July of this year.

5

m o . . ) .
The COQ%551oner has isecued orders Tor ditch headgates and measuring flumesy and reser-—

voir rage rods and czpacity ta Dbles. Judging by vas experiences)b:ore wi 1 be about
one week%sdmabﬁhwv* hesdacq‘s nex Maxa in regzrd to Oalt and Doughspoon Creeks.

fhe Overlend Ditch and Recervoir Corpany had Lo reset €. ten=feet Parshall
flumegy this supner which led tc a threat of addamage sult against the Division En~
glneer, Vhﬁn the Connunj ginecr reported the flumes not in operating,order,
they were reset as ordered.

An imspection of the Overlend Dam showed the rivrap ordered by Mr. Lees Broolé

of +the State Office about 50% done. A cut was pushed through a soft earthen embani-

en to nine feet over a light sandy soil.

nenty, leaving a drop of aprr

o

The situstion as now exists will allow arproximately 60% of the present storage/cap-

acity to drop out of the reservolr basin in a pretiy short perlod of tinmey unouJo
water run through the cub. In our report we are recommending restricted storage.
Failure of this reservior since the building of the Poonia Dan will not pose the

terrible threat to 1life and 1imb it once did. However, three ranchers would be rost

P23

ged, and in reservolr £

severly dex




In Water District No. 42, we had difficulty filling reservoirs on Upper
Kannah Creek and at the same time supply early flow decrees down stream.
Fortunately, the weather gave us a break and we were able to accomplish
both iQa'short time. This year, we entered the season with some holdover
storage.
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In Dis trﬂct /1, we had a reasonahly good season until the Aupust rains seb in

o

and as a res ulg there were many thoussnds of dollars of dansge to malg barley, hay,

i

and bean crots. Ve had no GQPWPQLTTtLVO problens

1

-~
4

‘Water District 42 startéd off with a problem of filling

reservolrs on usper

\w
T
L

lahnhah Creely and the euflv.:lﬁf decrees at the lower end of the gtremm. TFox ~tunately,

).

flow enough zor the direct flov

Es

the weather gave us a break decrees and to &lso

i
v

£11l the reservoirs started up literally in nb (WCLUJ 1y *hrec) day's tire, This
year we ehvered the winter seazson with some holdover storage. '

On Platesu Creel we hed the new experience of seeing aporoximately 25,000 acre

& P

feet of storage in the Vega Reservoir. Pro

from the Vege Reservoir in the amount of aprnroximately 12,500 acre “oct.

Big Oreek and Cotleonwood Creck are imvolved in both cuchamze of Vega storace for

\erect flow and storoge 1n reservoirs on thelr Grand llecs hesod:

Project water 1B sold cnd deliverced to

creeie tributery to Platean Creeky,

In 1962, it is plunned theb the nower plents will operate in conjunction with

the Vega Dam., The U 8 Bureau of Reclamation is working hard %o bring this zhout

end are staerting work, we are ‘nforred, on the Sunnrveide

nection with the Collbron FProject.  The Ute Co

Tor as rmuch trouble as we have had in the nash Ltwo

one, with no serious vroblems on Zafnnah Creel 'and considerinz the nswnes:
3 ; g
wa alse " e/7c owunferad
cated zspects of the Collbran Fro! ﬁcc,A nn serious problens there.
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=
)
e

shed

wrore no

problens

‘ect, and

Poseibly this could

helieve Colorado's

other statves; however,

and/or £

Lo <Xy T SV PR |
ter f©ilings and

[ P amrT A
& WTASTEWaE LS Ll SIn0VLIG,

s ; el Taat. if L1, - .
we believe, be enlarged Lost, 1f the cr stat-
. e . . 1. S P LN - -~
utes for Ltheft and obther unlawful use o shonld be rewritieh an casler
N S5

NEAE L 0LEeD

e o | At mrnaTa

e WOUWLO L ayvLeornerss

1 division. ‘le believe

eppointed to serve th

o

rhtime atborney for sach Divisilon would

a load »7f both vour office and

he Attorney Gensral's office as well as aszlst us.

i}

e heve =2dded colirmns of statistics

AL

this necessary, as the use of water

yater now run

. Avoroximately 257 of

¥
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other then irrigstion, oul of 3.5 million acre feet. Power and runicinal use will in-

crease in Water District 42 by abont 25,000 acre feet starting next year vith the

fine and dedicated a group

“

The eipht water eonissioners in Division Four are a

-

as one could have. to work with, who one and &'l handle a touchy and difficult Job
with wrat T consider great care and integritye. On the behalf of these gentlenen and
their'éeputieS, and our office, I wish to extend to you and the nembers of your ofiice
our thanks for your help and cooperatinn which make it poseible for us to solve mutual
+

problerns and conclude another succesful season. The statisticel report is attached.

Very truly wours

S

Lt ] w. Coddrzl

Fredericik Y. Paddock
Irrigation Division Engineer e

FWP/pep
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