STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. 4

MONTROSE
FREDERICK W. PADDOCK
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENBINEER
P, O. BOX 15
SBUBJECT:
November 25, 1960 - Anmual Report

Mr, J, E, Whitten,
State Engineer,
Denver, Colorado,

Dear Mr, Whitten:

I herewith submit my annual reports=- .

In, ‘;Pways ‘the 1960 season was mi‘i’gfhs.from nthers to the point of being

* 7"""in & way unigue. It was a year in whibh we had considerable trouble, one
in which we had an adequate amount of w=ter supply for the season for the
most part, and yet by July 15ths the Pub’ic%gomaln and Forest lands were

parched des¥brts at all altitudes. We had afew fires; and fire danger for
quite some time, We had two spotted areas which recéived light rains on
Grand Mesa during a seventy-day vperiod, starting in early July and ending
in mid-September. No doubt there were other local showers in the area of
Division L, but I was not prev11edged to enjoy them,

We had the chronic water shortages in wateI'Blstrlct 28 but no particulgr
individual problems.

Water District 4O had a lot of problems. First of all in early spring,

Commissioner Robinson of Cedaredge had a coronary heart and brain thrombrosis
5 vueltaneously, I am happy to re-ort at this time that he is much improved,

2nd that next year he shnuid be able to do the grester nart »f his field work;

I have tzken him on two trips to high sltitudes with his Doctor's c¢onsent

and blessing, and excent for making him pretty bired the trips did not zppear

to harm him, For 60 days this summer I hed to verform his fie'd wnrk as well

.as my own, The majority of his deputies went all out to help him,. end are

to be commended for their efforts, in succes=fully keeping down controversys

and general problems.

froee celvalloy

In view of the above I moved my-hauaeﬁtﬁaaler.un on frand Mesa at a point from

which it would be convennent to serve both water districts EO and h2, and

spent as much time# as was possible assisting Mr. Robinson's denuties on

Grand Mesa, and Mr. Saunders, Commissioner of District L2,

We inspected the Battlement and Granbly Reservoirs with Deputy Commissioner
Frank Peterson. Repairs on the Big Battlement Dam apvear to be serving as
they should and we recommend full storage again. Granby ¥7 should in the

near future be considered for rehabilitation. ’

We observed no dangerous leakage from this structure, but it is deterlatlng
in appearance rather rapidly at present. The crest and slopmes and valve
_ pedastol show old age and neglect.

Granby #12 appears excellent in all respects, Granbyi#il was being rebuilt
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| ,z&m"«f Sorrie f%ﬁm»r
at the time of our trip., Granby #1 should En-

For a number years sufficient work was performed in the Ward and Kiser, a-lﬁy0“~«;pc.
Gattenwood Creek zreas that all of the dsngerous structures were for the
most part rebuilt as fast as necessity required. This summer however

with a somewhat closer scrutiny thzn we have been using, we learned that

a goodly number of reservoirs are beglnnlng to need repairs on the outlet
works, specifically vslves, stems, lift mechanisms, snd nedesbtois. “The -
Kisée Reservoir Dam had/a small slide on the d~wnstream slope on the left
of the outlet pipe. The material at this site is not only very sandy but

is also highly permeable. Altho the structure was rebuilt in 1959, and to
all appearances an excellant job was done, further work: is now necessary

to protect the rebuilt dam from possible fallure. The owner's attempt at
repairs without engineering advice is insufficient to protect the structure.

!'4' ;

Mtogether we checked aporoximately 20 reservoirs in this area,

area
The #if## Surface Creek/was next reviewed and some 1l or 15 reservoir dams
inspected in the compang of Deputy Bertram. This is the area inwhich the
pipeline, jointly owned by Cedar Mesa and the Town of Cedaredge receives its
water supply. A most unsatisfactory situation developed which took a great
deal of time and patience; in regard to the wzter measurement of this line.
We believe at present that the meter being used is working as it should, .
however the Parshall flume installation agreed on after our{order 1s\wr1t1ng,?
was issued has not yet been installed., The point of diversion was changed
with out a court order in one instance, and in two or three other diversions
they are not even mentioned in the decree. We have asked for a copy of the
Pipeline decree which we have not received.

The Eureka No. 1 and No, 2 of this latter gr~up of reservoir dsms were found
to need minor rensirs,

The Beaver Creek area was next visited 2nd elght reservoirs snd théir dams
were inspected., Plans for those needing repairs we# a f!ﬁ?t&é are ap-roved
and the work will proceed as fast as is nossible, HITAEL S e

We plan on submitting detailed reﬁhxﬁisfrom our notes to the Construction
Engineer later in the Winter on all of the ds=ms visited by us.

FEach time we encountered complaints that people were not recg#iving their
water, either storage or flow, we found defective or unlevel measuring
devices to be the chd#f resson for the troubke, We also encountered problems
when there were not gage rods, capacity tables or Parshall measurgng @lumes.
We have tried to assist in correcting this as much as possible and expect
next year to go a little smoother.
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We were unable for lack of time to visift the Leroux Creek Reservoir Dams,
but plan on doing this next year, or the season of 1961, We hope that
Mr, Brooks can arrange his schedule to be with us.

Overland, Bruce Park, and BeaverDam Reservoir DRm's were visited with Mr,
Brooks and his reports will cover these projects, We enjoyed these trips.,
A preliminary final revort is furnished me by Commissioner Robinson, and
is made a part of our statistdedl renort,

Final report was made by Commissioner Glendening for Distifet L1, Surprisingly,
to peop’e not connected with our department, a great deal of water was available
for his users in District U1 during the 1960 sezson, more than there was in
1959, Bue to the way the runoff occurbd a lesser amount was used than in 1959,
There were no special problems in this dlstrlct The Water Commissioner has
asked that an inspection be made of the Buckhorn Reservnlr dams, utELfeasable.j

We had a number of »nroblems arise in Water Blstrlct h2 Due to the appeals
made to your offlce, the hearings held ,and the rulings made by your office,
we doubt that any point is served by repeating all this in this report.

It appears to us that the users on Kanah Creeck are beginning to decide that
it is easier to follow the law than?to fight it.

On Big Creek near Collbran, the Bohham Reserv01r measuring device below the
outlet was found to be out of level, badly enough, that it serlouqu"iffected
the entire administration of the creek The Board of Directors of the
Reservoir Company releveled it to proper standards; and built additional
approaches with a 30° angle. Tt apnears to us that they did a better shan
average job in resetting this flume., A subsequent check with level, rod,

and meter shows the flume rsting as it should and the flow line on the sur-
face is as nearly stream line now as I have ever seen it in a Parshall Flume,
Previously measuring conditions were very poor on this flume,

We ‘nspected the Big Creek Reserv~irs, of which there are five in number, There
is one neticdble difference in the reservoirs on the North side of Grand Mesa
in that there are fewer in number on the N-rth side, and much larger in individual
size., We also inspected most of the Cottomwond, Bull, Mesa and Coon Creek
reservoir dsms, We visited 20 of the reservoirs on these watersheds,

d orna—
Altogether we inspected 3T 0f about 57 in District 42 on the Grand Mesa Watersheds .
We will do our best to visit the other 20 in the 198R seeson., It avreared to us,
of all the watersheds seen in District L2, that the Bull Creek Reservoir Dams
were in the best shape;: and the Cottonwood Dams were the poorest.

Mr, Saunders, Commissioner, had a new Deputy this year, who did an excellent job
on the Pinon Mesa area which has a forty-five day water season, after which
the man was placed on the Mesa and Coon Creek Reservoir area. Again he did

a very good job,
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We had an interestlng situation develop¥ on lower Coon Creek amongst the
flow users. A land owner started interfering with the flow of
one of the major tributaries of the lower part of the Coon Creek watershed,
diverting the water at that point (a2ll of it) into a neighbor's ditehy

which had a junior decree; and a ditéh in whddh he had absolutely no interest, ,

He then filed a suit againdt the water officials, asking for an injuction
restraining us from administering the flow of the creek on the grounds that
it was not a creeK@ and that the senior decrees downstream had no call on it,

He further alleged that in nur trespassing on him to administer the waten"44mm/

that the running #€ it downstream to the senior decree caused him heavy
damage. The AttorneygGeneral's Office made him mske the senior decree c¢aim-
ants party to the suift. We took pictures of him/building a dam across
the creek for which he very'bb%aéging&y*posed We further filed charges
of molesting a ditbh bank ahd cutting the s°me . We were never able to
to get the Distriet Attornmey to bring this case to court, and not too long
afterwzrd he resigned and went to Ca’ifornia,

Later the Plaintiff's attorney filed a new suit and some two or three days
before trial asked for a hearing before the State Fngineer, The net result
of all the legal floundering was that 2 temporary injunction was issued by
the Court against the Blal tiffy; Sug him not only to cease and desist
from interfering with the Qate Comm1551one ibut*to remove the dam from
the creek that he had placed there, The lag:st word to come to us on this
case is that it will be dismissed from the docket.

Our comment is that it took us about twe years to settle a thing that our
original fie'd trip covered in about two hours, We feel that the defendant
senior water user could have jumped in when we pointed out that it was his
fight and not ours to do so, and that he could have shortened this thing

by about 22 months, He felt that it was our duty to defend him, and that

he should not have to spend money to defend himself, notwithstanding detziled
explanations of our position in matters of this kind. The H4#¥ final result
has been that our department has—reeceived—voxy faversbtefrelations, so we

may say that 211 is well that ends well, Mwi’ﬁw“’f%

We have made some trips over the Collbresn onroject and find 1t not ~nly
interesting, but impressive, We be’ieve that the Reclamation men will learn
some interesting and nractical things asbout water measupement before the
Collbrzn Project has been onerated too l-ng,. er-i4--becmes unerable,

At this time we do not anticipate any serious nrableng as the water is
measured from the stream bnyarshall iﬁume. They nlan' an~us&ng meter gates

for# measuring water into the stream., It appears we may anticipate some lively

sessions when the water users try to compare the gage readings, We further
anticipate that we will probably have to hire an additional deputy ar two,
Ve recommend theiyater'égmmis51oner'be prom>ted to a‘water commissioner 111#
prior to the start of the Co'lbran Project if possible,
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Commis~ioner Koch instz1l7ed 19 Parshall fiumes, and 8 new headgates in the
Crested Butte area on East Réver and trlbutques,‘ln DBistric¥" 59, From
what we have observed in the past ,few months, it zppears that a B%puty
should be used for the East Riverfareay to free Mr, Koch for work in

other parts of his dlstrlCtSQ and to aid in efficient admlnlstratlon

from the standpoint of bime and economy to the department,

There were no problems to smeak of in District 60 during 1960, We checked
the snillway levels,~crest elevation and reset the gage marks on the
Gurley reservoir dam by dmmsy level, with the help of Commi-sioner
Qﬂﬂh.kswﬁfvﬁﬂyy

We aceomnanied Mr. Brooks in the insnection of the Cone, Gur’ey and Li'lyland
Beservoir Damsa in Distifet 60.

In District’ 61 the ¢ommissioner was very pleased to get his pay raise in July.
We hone to teke Mr. Brooks into the Buckeye Reservoir D=m in the 1961 Season.

Commis=ioner Koch had ~nly routine work in District 62 during 1960. We were
not called into this district during the season,

This office inspected a new reservoir dam belonging to Jerome Craig in District °
63,,in June of 1960, Commissioner Saunders also was with me; as was an

Engineer from the Soil Conservation Service. The spillway at this site was

shot ~ut with dynamite; and overbroken about one foot on the average. We

found the spillway sandbagged at the timem which we reported to your office,

We are ha@py to szy that we have learned Tthat this has been rectified by placing
of a 12'"to 15 inch concrete wall or dam in the spillway in lieu of the sandbags,
Other than this one trip we had no other special trip to make ;n this dlstrict

during 1960, all other work being routine. H:%h‘ﬁhe addition” of - saditionm aa
L. ' gtofsgd this last resé 0ir trovided Mr. Craig, he hes not-only imoroved his /
-own-water supply, but substantlally improved the late season flow of the

entire West Creek.

We went into Distrlct 68 three of four times on routine matters. This coming

year we pnlan spending a little more time in this district, as there are

some four or five small ditches coming into this district from other water-

sheds., It is necessary to watch the measuring deviced on these diversions

from time to time or unreas-nable smounts of water are claimed the var-

ious claimants, We have learned th=t diversi-ns near or ab-ve timber’'ine are

of sm='1 value, In August when weter is badly needed thése extremely high 2ltitude
diversions simply do not produce much water.

We received a request from the Redlesnds Power and Irrigation Co. to turn down

all junior decrees to them when they are short of water. The request wzs made

in writing, This winter a study will be made =nd if a chsnge in administration
will benefit them it will be d-ne. In any event they will be notified in writing.
At this writing, we are of the oninion based on our studies of the matter that
possibly little can be done for them due to the fact that they have such a junior -

priority. We hope,as the saying goes, to have the Kemah Creek situation out of
your hair and in hand next season. , ‘
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The Paonia Project may store sogne&qater next season,. aad we know that the
Collbran Project will do so, -white we are informed that the Fruitland
project is now getting underway. OSo far as irrigation is concerned,

all three are suprlementary projects. They will lessin flood damage

and improve late season water suppl¥s. The Collbran Project is primarily
a power project, to pay for the cost of supplementary irrigstion water.

are late and gubject tosrevision wfd¥ply. One Commissioner did not work

" We are attsching herewith a statisiical reoort, of which two commissioners’ revorts
f?/ -emrough deys to justify the expense of a report,

Very truly yours,

Frederick W, Paddock,
Irrigation Division Engineer,
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Field Books andSheets

January 13, 1961

Ellen H. lannon,
Adminstrative Secretary,
Denver, Colorado.

Dear Mrs. Lannon:--

This is & pretty slow answer to your letter ofDPeb. 28, 1960, however
until yesterday I had not received all of the books, which I shipped by
express tc your office care of Mr. Sittser as of yesterday.

Yesterday I received the last book which would change my report if such
had turned out necessary. Due to the fact that some of the water
comnissioners over here are rather slow in getting in their reports to
us, I have had to require that they submit duplicate reports to me.
Since that requirement I have not had to alter my own annual report

as the changes are minor enough to come within reascnablie figures that
we use in weter measurements.

Probably it will be better if in the future when I submit my annuel
report that I deplete the statement that my figures are subject to
change, and only make such change if' we uncover a bad set of figures.

Very truly yours,

. SR . f
) o L
‘{La o t{.’i«“f’”&/ L *-/ Feee be T/L’

Frederick W, Paddock.




”

December 28, 1960

Mr. P. W. Paddock, Division Engineer
Irrigation Division No. 4
P. O. Box 15

_ Montrose, Colorado

~ Dear Mr. Paddock:

¥We note that in the last paragraph.
of your Annual Report you state that the
reports and tabulations of the reports of
the Watex cm-uonors are subject to
revision.

We are presently incorporating all

" the Annual Reports of the Division Engineers

into our Annual Report to the Governor. For
this reason, we would appreciate having your
revisions, if any; or if the tabulations are
correct as you submitted them at the mting

in November, please s0 advise us.

wWe would appreciate having this
information as promptly as possible as we
are holding up that part of our Annual Report

‘until we hear from you.

Very truly,

; Ellen H. Lannon
/L Administrative secrct.ary

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



