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Annual Report

Dear Pqr Jhitten
r

I herewith submit my annual rep rt

For several r asons sotne of which I ca readi7 y pryint ut the rrigatic n

eason of 1960 is somewhat unusual a different from any s ason I can recall
I som ways the 1960 season was r r m others to the soint oi being
in a way unigt e It was a year in w h e had considerable trouble one

in whieh we had an adeq zate amount of w ter supvly for the season for the
most part and yet by Jul 15t1 the Ptib ic Domain and Forest lands were

parched des rts at aII altitudes We had ew fires and fire danger for

q ite some me We had two spotted areas r ich received light r ins on

Grand Mesa during a seventy day neriod starting in earlg Ju1y and ending
in mid September No doubt there were othez 1oca1 showexs in the area of

Division but I was not p ec4ged to enjo them

We had the chronic water shortages in water istrict 28j but no narticul r
individu al problems

Water Districtnit had a Iot of problems First of all in early s rir g
Commissi ner Robinson of Cedaredge had a cor nary heart and brain thrombrosis

mtz taneousZy I am happy to re ort at this time that he is mach imnroved
and hat nex t year he shnul d be ab1 e to do the gre ter z art f his field work

I have ken him on two tY ins to high titudes with his Doetorjs c nsent

and bles ing nd exes t for m kin him nretty ired the trips c id not pnear

to harm him For 60 da s this summer I had to nerfor his fie d w rk as we7 1

as my o m The majorit r f his de tzties went a11 out to help him and are

to be c mmended for their ef orts in succes fully keeping dntan c ntrove rs a
and general roblems

l7 L I ye

In view f the ab ve I m ved mp t n on rar l M sa at a point from

which it wonld be conv ement to serve both water districts 0 and 1 2 and

spent as rnuch time as was passibl a assisting Mr Robinson s de xties on

Grand Mesa and Mr Saunders Commissioner fli Distric Lt2

TnTe inspected the Battlemen and Grann Reseraoirs with De nty C mmissioner
Frank Peterson Repairs on the Big Battlement Dam apoear to be serving as
they should and we recommend full starage again Granby 7 shoald in the
near futare be considered for rehabilitation

Tr e observed no dangerous leakage from this s ruct re but it is d e ating
in appe ranee rather rapidly at aresent The crest and s ones nd valve

ee as o show old age and ne Iect

Granby l 2 appears excelzent in a11 resnects Granby l was being rebuilt



STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIOATION DIVISIOIV NO 4

MONTR05E r gg y p

FREDERICK W PADDOCK
IRRIOATION DIVISION ENOfNEEF

P O BOX 18

sue ECT

s
r

at the time of our trip Granby l

Fvr a number eaxs sufficient work was perforn ed in the Ward nd Kiser c

A Creek areas that all nf the d n erous struc ures were for tY s
most art rebuilt as iast as necessity required This sl nmer h eaer

with a s mewhat closer scrutirrg th n we h ve been using we learned that

a goadl r ntzmber f reservnirs arP beginning to need re airs nn the outl et
works specifically v lves stems lift mech nisms nd tr s he

Kis Reservoir Dam ha a amall slide n the d wnstNeam s ope on the J eft
f the outlet nipe T e material at this site is not only vexy sandy but

is also hi hZy ermeable Altho the structure was rebuilt n 1959 and to

ail appearances an excellan jvb was d ne urther work is now necessary
to pro Gect the rebuilt dam fro n possible f ilure The owne s attemr t at
repairs caithout en ineering advice is in ufficient to protect the structure

Altogether we cheeked ap r 3ximatel 20 reservoirs in this area

area

The d Surface Creek was next reviewed and some 1 or 15 reservoir dams
inspected in the co npar of enuty Bertram This is the area ir rhich the

pipeline int y o aned by Cedar I esa and the T wn of Cedaredge receives its
water supAly A raost unsatisfactory situation deve oped w aich took a great
deal of time and patience in regard to the water measurement of this line

We believe at resent h t the meter being used is working as it sh u1 d
however the Parshall flume inst llati n greed on after ur order i earitin

was issued has not yet been instalzed The point of diversion was e ianged
rith out a conrt order in one instance and in two r three other diversions

they are not even mentioned in the decr e We have asked far a c z y oi the
Pipeline decree which we have n t received

The Elzreka o 1 and No 2 c f this l atter r up f resercoir d rns were faurri

to need minor ren irs

The Beav r Creek area c as next risi ed and eight reser r irs and th r d ms

were ins ected P3ans for th se ne ding repairs e a are an roved

and the work ril7 roceed as fast as is os ible f

t e plan on submitting det iled re Qi Sir m our n tes to the C nstruction

Engineer later in the Tinter n al1 of the d ms visited by us

Each time we encountered complaints Ghat peonle r ere not rec iving their
water either st rage ar flow we f ound defec ive or unlevel measuring
deviees to be the ch f re son f r the rou e We also encountered problems

when there were not gage rods ca acity tab es or Parshall measu r ng lnmes

jde have tried to assist in correcting this as mt ch as possible and exz ect
next year to go a little smoother
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We were unable for lack f time to visi t the Lerou Greek Reservoir Dams
but plan n doing this ns year or the season f 1961 We hoc e that
Mr Bro ks can arrange his schedu e to be w th us

Overland Bruce Park and Beavei am Reserv ir DH s were visited with Mr

Broaks and his reports wilt cover these projects Te enj ed these trins

A preliminary final ren rt is f zrnished me by Commissioner Robinson and

is made a nart of our statist i4 re ort

inal renart w s made by Corr nissionex G endeni ng fr r Dist ict tl g y
to eon e n t c nnected th our denartment a great dea of water was available

for 3 s users in Distric 1 durin the 1960 se son more than there was in

1959 H e to the way t e runoff oecured a Zesser amount was used than in 959
2 here were n special probl ems in th s district The T ater Comrnissioner has
asked that an ins aection be made of the Buckharn Reserv ir dams eas la r

We had a number of rcblems arise in iiater Histrict 2 Due to the appeals

made to yc ur ofiiee the hearings he d and the rulings made by ur office

we doubt that any point is served by repeating alI this in this report
It appears to us tha the users on I rah Creek are beginning to decide that
it is easier to follow the law than to iight it

Ort Big Creek near Collbran the B i ham Reservoir measuring device below the
o tlet was found to be out f 1 evel badl enougY that it seriously ffected
the entire administration f the creek The Boar3 of Directors of the

Reservoir C a nnany releveled it to ro er standards ar l built additional
a proaches saith a 30 angle It a ears tc us that they did a better han

average job in resetting this flume A subsequent eh ek with level rod

and meter shows the flume rating as it shcauld and the ilow 1 ine on the sur
face is as nearly stream line no r as I have ever seen it in a Pax shal l F ame
Previously measuring c nditi ans were very Ac or on this flum

Tnie ns ected the Big Cre k Pese r ir of which there are iive in n ber There

is one zc b difference in the reservrairs an the RTarth side of Grand Mesa
in that there are iewer in number n the N rth side and mach la r er in indtividual
si e We also ins Pcted most f the Gc tt n o d Bull Mesa md C nn Creek

reservoir d ms e vi ited 20 of the reGervoirs n these watersheds

d

Al together we insneeted 37 of about 57 in Distriet on the Grand I esa Watersheds

kTe wi l do ur best to visit the other 2d in the 19 season It anrseared to us
of all the watFrsheds seen in District 1 2 th t the Bull Gre k Reservoir Dams

were in the best shapQ and the Cottonwood Dams were the paorest

Mr Saunders CorQnis iane had a new Denuty this ear who did an excellent job
on the Pinon Mesa area Th ich Y as a forty five dag aater season after which

the man was placed on the I esa and Co n Greek Reservoir area Again he did

a very goad jab
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We had an interesting situa Gion develop on Io aer Coon Creek a r s

f

the

f low users A land o ner started interfering w th the ilow of
one of the major tributaries of the l rer ar t of the Coon Creek watershed

d vertiag the ater at that oint all of it into a neighbor s ditch

which had a junior decree and a ditbh in w h he had absolutely no interest
He then filed a su it again t the water officza s asking for an injuciion
restraining us from admi nistering the flow of the creek on he grounds that

it was not a creek and that the senior decrees d wnstream had no call on it
He further alleged th t in our tresnassin on him to administer t he water f

tha running e it d nstream to the senior decree caused him heavy
damage The Att rne Gener l s Of ice made him make the senior decree c aim
ants arty to the sui t Je took pictures f himJbu ld ng a dam across

craek for which he ve p posed We iarther filed charges

of noles ing a dit th bank and cu ing the same e were r ever able to

to get the District Attorne r to bring this case tc court and n t too long
afte rd he resigned and went to Ca iiornia

Later the Plaintiff s att rney filed a new suit and some two or three days
before trial asked for a hearing before the St te ngineer The net result

of all the legal flotzndering was th t a tem rar znjtznetion was issued b
the C zr G agains the ai tifi g iir not only to cease nd desist

from interfering with the ate Commissione y xbut to remove the dam from
the creek t at he had nlaeed there The a est word to come t us on this

ease is that it will be dismissed fxom the docket

h r comment is that it to k us about twc years to settle a thi ng that our
riginal fie d trip covered in abou t two ho zrs T e feel that the defendant

senior water user could have jumped in when we pninted at that it was his
fight and not ours to do so and th t he cQUld have shortened this thing
by about 22 months He felt that it was our duty to defend him and that

he should not have o spend money to defend himself notr ithstanding detailed
e rolanations of our nosition 3n matters of this kind The final resul t
has been that ur department h v e ations s we

may say that all is well that ends e11

TrTe have made s me trips oser the Co k r n Dr ject az f ind it not n1y

interesting bt t imnressive We be ie re that the Reclamation men rii l l e rr

s me anteresting and nractical things b ut rater measueenent before the
Co11br n Project has been o aer teci to 1 ng t 3 e

At this time we do not anticiz ate any serious nrable s the water is

measEZred from the stream by arshall ume Thev 1 an t us g meter gates
fQl measurin ater znto the stream It appears we may anticipate some 1 ive y
sessions when the wa er use rs tr to eom are the age readings We fu rther

anticipate th t we will r b bl have ta hire an addition l deput r two

le recommend he i t ter issioner e nr mated o a i aier c mmissianer

prior to the start of the Co lbran Project if ossible
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Commisnioner Koch inst l ed 19 Rarshall 1 umesy and 8 new he dgates in the
Crested Butte area on East R irer and tributaries in Histric 9 From

hat we have observed in the past fe r mr nths it ab ears that a EYeputy
should be used for the East River area t free 1r Koch for wark in
other parts f his districts and to aid in efficient admznistratian
from the stand oint of ime and ec nomy to ther lepartment

There were n problemS to sTeak of in Distric t 60 during 1960 We checked

the s i3 lway evels a rest e evatian an reset the gage m rks on the

Gurley reservoir daih b e re3 with the heln of Cc mmir si ner
i C S u a 7

We acc mnanied Mr Brnoks i n the ins ecti n of the C ne Gur e r and vi yl and

eservoir Dams in Distr e i

In Distric
tj

61 the c nmmissioner was ver pleased to get his ay aise in Ju l
TnTe ho e tn t e Mr Bro ks int the Buckeye Reserv ir D m in the 1961 Season

Commis ioner Koch had nly rout ne work in District 62 d zring 1g60 Je were

not cal ed into this district during the season

This office ins eeted a n w reservoir dam be ongi ng o Jerome Craig in District
63 in June of 19b0 Commissianer Saunders also ras r th m w as was an
Ehgineer from the S il Gonservation ervice The s ill aay at this site was
shot ut ith dynamite and verbraken about one foot on the average 1e

found the snill ray s ndba ed at the tim which c e re rted to y ur office
We are hap p to s y that we have learned hat this has been rectified by t lacing

eP a l yto 1 inch concrete wall or da in the s i lway in lieu of the sandbags

Other than this one trip we had no bther special trip to maker this distri t
during 1960 all other w rk bQ ng ro tti e he additi n s
st ag 3a las res irffir videal ra 3 e s t n13 sued l s

aa ax t y but substantially imnraved the late season f ow of the
entire Trlest Creek

We aen in o District 68 three oP fo r times on ro atine inatters This coming
year we lan g a lit t7 e more time in this district as there are

some four c r five small ditches coming into this distriet fr m c ther aater
sheds I is necess ry to watch the measizring deeice n these diversions

from tir e to tzme or unreas nable araounts of rater are cZaimed u f the var
ious elaimants T le have l earned th t dive si ns near or ab ve tlmber ine are
of sm 1 v lue In Au ust rhen water is badl r needed th se extremel high rltitude
diversions imbly do not nr c uce mach water

We received a request r m the Red nds P wer and Irrigai nn Co to turn dc wn
all juni r decrees to them wnen the are short i water The request w s made

in writing This winter a study will be made nd if a change in administration
will benefit them it razll be d ne In any event they will be notif ied in ariting
t this rariting we are of the inion b secl on our studies of the matter that

possibly little can b d ne for them due to the fact that they have such a junior
priorit r We hope as he sayin goes to h ve the Creek situation out of
your hair and in hand next season
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The Paonia project may store so ne aater nea season a we know that the
Co 7 bran r ject tailZ do so we are informed that the Fruitland

project is now getting underway So f r as irr gation is c ncerned

a11 three are s apnlementazy nrflject They wi 1 lessIDn f lood damage
and improve late seasnn ater supp7 The Gol bran Px oject is rimaril

a po rer pr ject to pay for he cost of supp emPntary irrigation water

We are attaching here nith a stati cal re or i which tw commissi ners reports
are late and bject to revision One C mmissi ner did not wnrk

e ott h d ys to justify the e ense f a re rt

ni

E Y

s

b
4

t t

Veiy truly rn rs

J oz
Freder ck W Paddock

Irrigation Division Engineer
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January 13 1961

Ellen H Lannon

Adminstrative Secretary
Denver Colorado

Dear 141rs Lannon

sue ecT

Field Books andSheets

This is a pre ty slow answer to your letter ofDDe 28 1960 however

until yesterday I had not received all of the books which I shipped by
express c your of ice care of I r Sittser as oi yesterday

Yesterday I received the last book which would change riy report if such
had turned out necessary Due to the fact tha t some oi the water

commissioners over here e re rather slow in getting in their reports to
us I ha4e had to require that they submit duplicate reports to me
ince that requirement T have not had to alter my own annual report

as the changes are minor enough to co e within reasona e figures that

we use in water measurements

Probably it will be better if in the iuture when I submit my annual
report that I deplete the statement tha t my figures are subject to
change and only r ke such change if Txe uncover a bad set of figures

Vex y truly yours

iet L Aa f z

Frederick 4V Paddock

e

p t

c4 a

Q

ri
y

6

k
j

y

M1

t

i q

o



i

IIec ber Z 1960

r t ck ivisiar ngl naer

rrigatic n l i ic o 4

O Hoot 1

1 t Ct e e Ct lc it

I f M r

1 s nrat t in h laot p raph

o 7 o ur t al te n t yovt atate th t

ropcs fi and tabulatit a of the r porte of
ti a lt r cca mis iemer r are subject to

r Vim3 e n

1 ars pge en 1 incozpc ati tig a l l
e ar ual Aspo o lue iwieic nginea s

ir o our Ann l eport a he Gov nor For

t iis re we w oa 1d app ciat riairSS nq Your
are isi s i y or i the tabulatioaa

c rs t ts yc a nitte 1a at tbs tinq

i t v 3 ews rao a vise us

i s v1d ap t eia kutvinq thio
itx or atioa as g tly as po sibl ae w e

are hol3l g u tha pa o onr 1nr al Raport

e l a ha c frcm ya

1

v tmi

ii g

ah 3 ietra ve QCr t y

p t


